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Front Cover Illustration:- St Mary le Ghyll, Barnoldswick 
  By kind permission of Barrie Sharples 
 



2 

 

Programme of Meetings 
 
   

Burley in Wharfedale meetings  
 
3 September     Meeting cancelled 
 
1 October          Up Every Morning at 5; Child Workers        Bob Schofield 
 
5 November      The Gunpowder Plot;           Eric Jackson   
 
3 December       Christmas Prize Quiz    
 
 

Keighley meetings 
 
7 Sept   Meeting cancelled 
 
5 Oct   Get Started. Parish Records              Sue Steel 
 
2 Nov   Leaving for the Empire           Edgar Holroyd Doveton 

 
7 Dec   Bermuda, Berlin & Brill; 2 wars, 2 wives!!!      Jackie Depelle 
 

 

Threshfield meetings 
                 
No September meeting is planned because of the virus 
 
17 Oct  Leeds Liverpool Canal          Norman Simpson 
 
21 Nov  Upstairs, Downstairs from humble beginnings to America  
                                  Jackie Depelle 
 
 

Editor’s Email 
 

I have had trouble with emails to editor@awfhs.org so have decided to go back to 
my old address which is:- betty.hardaker148@btinternet.com.  I am hoping that 
this sorts everything out.  Thank you for your patience. 
 
 Betty 
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Latest News 

 

We do hope you are staying well during these difficult times and have managed to 
stay sane with all the restrictions on our freedom.  Missing friends and family has 
been particularly hard but we do appear to be making some progress. 
However, the restrictions still in place at the time of writing mean we have to 
cancel our September meetings and this includes our Addingham Day which we 
were all looking forward to.  We have personally contacted all the people who had 

booked in advance, who are all happy for their booking fees to be held over until next 

year when the new date for our Addingham History Day will be Saturday 25 September 

2021. We are now looking forward to meeting  you all and sharing a great day together. 

One helpful aspect of the lockdown has been the opportunity to do more research 
at home (thank goodness for the internet).  Do write and tell us of your successes 
and failures. 
Lynda and Stanley 

 
Spanish Influenza 1918 

 
In 1918 the Spanish influenza pandemic killed an estimated 20 – 50 
million people around the world with a death toll of 228,000 in Britain.  
The Spanish flu was different to most strains of the virus as it was 
particularly lethal for otherwise healthy adults between the ages of 20 – 
40.  Usually the flu virus targets the young and old people.   
The first outbreak was in March 1918 in America in Detroit, South 
Carolina and San Quentin Prison.  From there it went to France when 
the American soldiers were sent to the war front.  By April 1918 the 
influenza had spread right across Europe and by May it was reported 
that the Germans, who had slowed down their attacks were laid low by 
the influenza and were on the point of mutiny!  The pandemic spread to 
three factories in Scotland in May and then by June it was down south 
in London, Portsmouth and other coastal towns. 
Also in June came news that Madrid had rampant numbers of flu 
victims.  Most telegraph offices and theatres were closed due to the 
lack of staff. Perhaps it is because the Spanish cases were the most 
reported that the pandemic became known as “The Spanish Flu”.   One 
Dr from the Pasteur Institute said “It is not a serious malady. It began at 
the front in early May.  From Dunkirk to the Vosges, most of the soldiers 
were attacked by it and the Germans were not immune.  It is very 
infectious.  The infection spread to Paris and then to Spain.  The 
Spaniards made a great fuss about it.  But for that it would not be 
noticed today.”   
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By July 1918, iron, steel and coal were in short supply because of the 
flu among the collieries.  Fishing in Scotland was almost at a standstill.  
Schools across the country were closed and in Nottingham more than 
100 post office staff were off with with the virus and so letter deliveries 
were delayed.  Queues formed at chemist shops for quinine, eucalyptus 
oil and cinnamon oil – all thought to help as safeguards for the 
influenza.   
A second wave of influenza came in the autumn of 1918.  At the end of 
October, it was reported in London that 1430 policemen and 123 
firemen were on the sick list and about 500 bus workers were off with 
flu. Some people called for the picture houses to be closed, but 
admittance was restricted to those over 14 years old and an interval of 
2.5 hours between shows was enforced to ensure a thorough ventilation 
of the place.  Temporary hospitals were set up but both doctors and 
nurses were succumbing to the disease causing great problems for the 
medical personnel.  Two women died on the day that should have been 
their wedding day. 
After Armistice Day,  11th November 1918, the number of deaths was 
more widely reported as there was now no need for censorship of the 
news. “Flu’s appalling total: 90,000 deaths in British Isles in three 
months” reported the Nottingham Evening Post on New Years Eve.  For 
the first time in history the number of deaths in London, was greater 
than the number of births. 
Finally, after a lesser third wave, it was clear that the influenza was on 
the decline and schools began to reopen in January.  Coal and steel 
production started again and Britain slowly got back to normal. Over the 
next two years the Spanish flu came back but not as virulent as before.  
Would there be another pandemic?  According the experts probably in 
the next 20 to 30 years but whether it would be as terrible as the 1918 
one or if the vaccine would make a difference remains to be seen. 
I suppose that we have been lucky in that it has been 100 years since 
the Spanish Flu visited us and more orders have been put in place to try 
to keep us safe for this present virus but we do have twice as many 
deaths now and we are still not free for the thing.  We are being told of 
a second spike and as can be seen this is what happened in 1918.  
People now adays travel further and more often which is possibly why 
we are having more deaths than in 1918. I only hope that we are all 
keeping well and keeping safe.  Take care! 
 



5 

 

Notes from an Exile   
Getting Closer to your Ancestors   

 by Rod Moulding 
 
Many family historians (myself included) aim to produce for their own benefit or for 
their relatives an illustrated tree diagram or even a book of their family’s history.  
It’s even better if such material can be accompanied by material that provides an 
insight into past members of the family – anecdotes and direct experiences 
(preferably humorous or touching) are usually especially welcome. 
 
But the reality is that many of our deceased relatives remain cyphers.  We know 
their birth date, baptism date, marriage date and death date – after all we have 
researched them.  We know the dates of birth of their children; we may know 
where they lived, we may even know what they did for a living – but what where 
they like as people?  Family lore is always worth taking into account (if you have 
any – I haven’t) but can unreliable.  Newspaper stories are valuable but many 
people were never mentioned in the papers, apart form births, deaths and 
marriages.  Photographs are enormously helpful, but are very rarely available for 
anyone living earlier than 1860 and problematical for many year after that. 
 
I faced these problems when researching my Graham family (Martin Graham was 
my paternal gg-grandfather).  I was fortunate enough to find that Martin’s younger 
brother Christopher was listed in the1851 Census as a Chelsea Pensioner, 
residing in Bradford.  This is a simple entry that led me to nine pages of detailed 
military records at WO97 in the National Archives (via findmypast.co.uk) showing 
that Christopher enlisted in the 40th Regiment of Foot at Bradford on 28th February 
1835 at the age of 19. 
 
As well as service and medical details, the records include descriptions.  When he 
joined up his height was recorded as 5ft 6in, with a fair complexion, grey eyes and 
dark brown hair and “marked with the smallpox”, and his trade as a woolcomber.  
When discharged in 1846, Christopher was recorded as being 5ft 7in tall, with 
dark brown hair , hazel eyes and a fair complexion.  These are probably the only 
physical descriptions we have of anyone of his generation in my family,. And 
makes me think that Martin could not been that dissimilar.  In 1835, at least, 
Christopher could not write his name; nor could Martin when he married in 1834 
although he seems to have been at least semi-literate later in life (he was seller of 
Chartist newspapers) 
 
Incidentally, while Martin was involving himself in Chartist affairs his brother was 
serving the Crown in Afghanistan, Baluchistan and India with the 40th Foot.  It 
makes me wonder what each brother thought of the other. 
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Letters 

 

From: "Ramm, Antony" <Antony.Ramm@leeds.gov.uk> 
Date: 11 June 2020 at 15:58:58 BST 
Subject: New events programme from Leeds Central Library Local & Family History 
department 
Reply-To: Local and Family History <LocalandFamilyHistory@leeds.gov.uk> 

 Good afternoon, 
  
Ten weeks ago Leeds Libraries closed due to lockdown restrictions – but only in 
the physical sense; we have spent that time moving as many of our service online 
as possible and so here we are with a new event guide and more information 
about what you can access even from home. 
  
We have resumed our popular Family History, so if you want to start using 
Ancestry from home but have no idea where to start, our one-off courses run 
fortnightly. If you’ve completed the beginners course but have hit a stumbling 
block and are really missing our Family History Drop-ins, well don’t fret because 
we’ve got that covered too, our fortnightly phone drop in puts you in contact with 
one of our librarians who will chat with you and see where we can help. Both the 
workshop and the telephone consultations can be booked here: 
https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/leedslibraryevents 
  
If you were a regular at one of our frequently sold out Local History talks and are 
missing finding out more about Leeds then you’ll be happy to hear we are 
delivering them online using Zoom, check out the attached programme and book 
using the Ticketsource links. We’ve also got a wide range of online heritage 
resources you can access from home – again, there’s much more information 
about that in the attached programme.  
  
While we are temporarily removed from our lovely heritage room and building we 
are still very much here and able to speak to you about enquiries and offer 
assistance, though we have made every effort to make as many of our resources 
available online there will always be some that exist only on our computers so 
while you are unable to search them we can still search them for you. 
  
And don’t forget our blog - www.secretlibraryleeds.net - where we will be keeping 
you updated with articles and updates, including local history quizzes every 2-
weeks: https://secretlibraryleeds.net/local-history/local-history-quizzes/ 
  
We’re still interested in people’s responses to lockdown, where possible and 
appropriate. We’re particularly interested in seeing what kinds of physical material 
people have collected over the last few months, as we look to expand our local 
history collections to cover this period. If that sounds like you, do please complete 
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the boxes below and return it to us at localandfamilyhistory@leeds.gov.uk. You 
can also upload more personal stories and reflections to the Covid Diaries website 
- www.coviddiaries.co.uk - a story gathering project run by CEG in partnership 
with Leeds City Council. 
  
Finally, we’re partnering with academics from the Universities of Leeds and Royal 
Holloway on a new project, giving people the chance to share and talk about 
photographs that are important to their family history. Please see the attached 
leaflet and book onto one of the sessions if these are of interest. Be aware that 
spaces are limited, so please book quickly to avoid disappointment.  
  
Thank you for your continued support at this time 
  
The Local & Family History Team – Leeds Central Library 
  
Tel: 0113 37 86982 
www.leeds.gov.uk  
 
 

~~~~~ 
 
 

From: Jo Heron  
Membership Number: 
Email: jo.heron@gmail.com 
Subject: Membership number 

 
I have just joined your Society so I assume that I will be sent a membership 
number in due course. 

I was impressed with the presentation Steve gave at the Federation Webmasters 
meeting this morning, and as my Society (Metcalfes) are looking to update our 
website, and add a lot more content as we are going more and more online, I am 
very interested in the programme he mentioned. If he could send me details on 
the PHP system, I will look into it before our committee meeting in a few weeks 
time. Our website was updated a few years ago, but it followed the same tired old 
format it had previously used, so we want something more lively. 

 Jo Heron 
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From: Thomas Manson  
Membership Number: 
Email: manson_375@icloud.com 
Subject: Armitstead family – Littondale 
Hello, 

I read with interest your article on Halton Gill families by June Tingley. My own 
(maternal) family is Armitstead and our presence in Littondale commenced around 
the 1700s. Prior to this, the family came from the Rathmell area.  

There are indeed other families listed in the Arncliffe Parish Register by the name 
of Armistead (N.B. only one ‘t’). It is misleading to assume that the two names are 
immediately connected; they are not. That said, the name has been somewhat 
interchangeable over the centuries but usually, it has to be said, due to sloppy 
spelling. The current misspelling of Armitstead Farm in Litton, built by my 
forebears, is such an example. 

Our family has always been Armitstead (in numerous variations but always with 
two ‘t’s). To this end, there wasn’t a spelling change; the difference is quite 
intentional and pronounced.  

I hold extensive family papers and pedigrees associated with our family and I 
would happily correspond with any of your members who may have an interest in 
the Armitstead family – or indeed of the other spelling!  

Thank you for your interesting website. 

Yours faithfully, 
Tom Manson 

~~~~~~~ 

10th March 

Dear Ms Hardaker 

I’m writing to you in your capacity as Editor of the Airedale & Wharfedale Family 
History Journal; it seems that the Journal publishes items about the members’ 
family-history researches. I joined the Society last autumn, after we moved from 
Cambridge to Skipton. I am interested in tracing information about my forebears 
who lived in some areas that seem to be included in the Society’s coverage. 

One set of my great-great-great-grandparents emigrated to Ontario, Canada in 
1831, and I grew up there; this is the family I want to write about, and their 
ancestors. This great-great-great-grandmother was from Dentdale, and her 
husband was from Tatham Fells in the Forest of Bowland and then from Bentham. 
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I only discovered this connection about 8 years ago, from a cousin in Canada – it 
was quite a surprise, since because my husband’s stepmother has lived near 
Sedbergh for many years we already knew the area. I especially loved Dent 
already, being a knitter – the dale was of course famous for its ‘terrible [i.e. terrific] 
knitters’ in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, before industrialisation. 

My Dentdale great-great-great-grandmother was Elizabeth (Betty) Willan from 
Millbeck farm just outside Dent Town. Willans had owned this small farm since at 
least 1540. It descended down the male line until Betty’s father died in 1811, 
leaving no sons but five daughters. There had been two little boys, but both died 
as toddlers. The mother, Margaret (Peggy) Hayton Willan died in 1826, at which 
point the farm had to be sold, with the profits divided among the daughters. By 
then the two eldest daughters had already emigrated to Upper Canada (now 
Ontario) with their husbands and children. Another daughter, Margaret, had some 
‘defect of understanding’, according to her father’s will – in which he insisted that 
she receive an annuity of £40/year for her life. My great-great-great-grandmother, 
Betty, had married a man who ‘came from Bentham’, John Wildman, and he was 
doing the work of the farm. The youngest daughter, Isabella, emigrated to Canada 
with them in 1831. We know many of these details from some extant letters sent 
from Dent to one of the sons-in-law in Canada, Joseph Alderson. The Wildmans 
had wanted to buy the farm at the auction, but one of the richer landowners in 
Dentdale bid up the price such that they couldn’t afford it. They rented Millbeck 
from him for six years before deciding to follow the older sisters over the Atlantic 
and carve out new land from the virgin forest – and they did very well, buying 
another 100 acres not long afterward. It is difficult to imagine the courage it took to 
board a sailing ship (no steamships yet) for a crossing of several weeks’ duration, 
with five young children and two sisters, one with a mental disability – knowing 
you would never see your home valley, friends and neighbours again. And then 
you had to build a log cabin, chop down the trees and try to plough the new land.  

 Betty’s maternal family line came from north of the area covered by the Society. 
She grew up at Agnes Gill, on the hill called Whinfell. Everyone who has driven up 
the M6 will have noted it, with its communications tower right next to the highway. 
(You can see it from the top of my stepmother-in-law’s drive, where we had been 
going for years before knowing of the ancestral connection.) Further back, her 
family came from parishes further north, Orton and Crosby Ravensworth, and 
some from south of the Lakes, around Crosthwaite and Lyth. 

The ancestors of her husband, John Wildman, were from the Forest of Bowland: 
Gisburn, Slaidburn, Mitton. Later some had farms just south of Clapham, around 
Keasden. One of his indirect forebears there was Edward Gorrill, a well-known 
member of a congregation of the Inghamite sect, an offshoot of the Church of 
England, some of whom later became Sandemanians. The Gorrills before him 
were blacksmiths, living north of the village of Slaidburn, some at Chapel House, 
which is now under the waters of Stocks Reservoir (though it appears in drought 
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years, apparently). Other branches of that family stretch back to Gisburn – a 
Martin Howard (or Howarth) married Elizabeth Leeming there in 1760 – and Great 
Mitton (now just called Mitton);  Elizabeth Leeming was baptised there, daughter 
of Robert Leeming and his wife Ann in 1739. Back beyond that the trail goes cold. 

I would like very much to hear from any members of the Society who have an 
interest in these families, and in particular any solid information about them, or 
where to find it! If you would like me to rephrase this request in another form, 
please let me know. Thank you! 

Yours truly,    Maureen Street 

 

The Baileys of Stainburn 
By Avril Williams 

 
Thomas Bailey signed his will on the 23rd December 1722 and after ‘being 
penitent and sorry for all my sins most humbly desiring forgiveness of same…….. 
and for the settling of my temporal estate and all such goods, cattle, chattels and 
debts is it hath pleased God to betow upon me’   then set out his bequests: 
 
To his wife Anne and sons Thomas and William the tenant right for the farm which 
was in his tenure prior to his decease,  leaving William the part of the farm named 
Hutton Farm , the land called Buggride and half of the Roundhill with all the 
appurtenances belonging.    To his wife and eldest son Thomas jointly, his 
dwelling house with all the barns and buildings belonging and the remainder of the 
farm with the other half of the Roundhill.   These bequests supplemented with 
farm items, steers, ewes, lambs etc. together with sufficient fodder to ‘last until 
May Day next’.   However all the foregoing was based on the proviso that should 
the eldest son Thomas prefer William’s share, that he, William should yield to him 
(and do a ‘swop’).   Indeed the will states that should Thomas have ‘an earnest 
desire to enjoy the whole of the farm’  then this would be allowed providing he pay 
William the sum of £55 within the space of two years. 
 
Amongst other bequests of monetary value to Charles and Isobel Holmes and 
Thomas and Ann Dunwell, whose relationships or connections to Thomas I still 
have to discover,  he leaves Ann rents out of certain lands called Kettle Springs in 
the parish of Ripon surrendered to his third son Jonathan and also the tenant right 
of yearly rent of  a certain farm lying at Spofforth Hoggs (sic) now in the 
occupation of his …. Son Francis, who must pay the rent direct to his mother for 
the ‘better maintenance’ of his younger sons, Simon, Abraham and Isaac who 
must be educated and put to school and trades as that they are capable of.    
Thomas also leaves to his only living daughter Mary (the wife of Thomas Hindle)  
‘a certain sum of money’  as a consequence of the surrender of ‘certain lands’. 
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There is provision  in Thomas’s will – a bequest to Anne his loving wife  ‘a close or 
parcel of land called Wall Close lying at Harrogate in the parish of Knaresborough 
– to have hold occupy and posses and enjoy to her own use during her natural 
life’. 
Until her marriage to Thomas this parcel of land belonged to Anne in her own 
right; a bequest from her father in his will dated 1668! 
 
Finally Thomas appointed his wife Anne and son Thomas to be joint executors of 
his will but with certain provisions in the event of her son Thomas disagreeing with 
her over the execution of the will and causing her to be unable to ‘live peaceably 
and quietly with him and peaceably enjoy and dispose of everything according to 
this my last will and testament’ 
Ann died some ten years after Thomas and was buried in Stainburn Churchyard 
on the  
14th April 1732.    On the 4th June 1732 An assignment was produced from 
Thomas Hindle the husband of Mary Bailey who had died in 1724 just two years 
after her father Thomas to his brother-in-law William Bailey of his right in an 
annuity of £40 to his late wife Mary by her father Thomas Bailey and charged on 
his copyhold estate called Kettlespring at Thornton.   ‘The bequest had never 
been, but always refused to be paid by Thomas Bailey’s heir at law (and co-
executor of his will).    Thomas Hindle then entered into an agreement with his 
brother-in-law William Bailey to transfer all rights to the legacy on payment of 10 
shillings for the £40 bond with the proviso that he would be paid a further £3 if his 
brother-in-law William could make a successful recovery of the money with the 
understanding that should it go to law William Bailey would stand the legal costs.                 
 

 
John Hargreaves from Bingley 

 

by Maureen (Hargreaves) Buffi 
 

At least we had a few names and places to work with when my father and I began 
documenting our tree in 2010.  My father often shared family history, fact or 
fiction, which he had picked up from adult conversations when he was young.  We 
knew that his great-grandfather was John Hargreaves who immigrated to the US 
from England and that he served in the union army in the US Civil War.  Soon 
after joining Ancestry, I began looking for every John Hargreaves born in England 
between 1840 and 1845.  It was overwhelming and unfruitful. 
Relief came from the Massachusetts Military Division Archives Museum in the 
form of a record of John enlisting in the union army in 1864 while living in Malden.  
Papers clearly stated his birthplace as Bingley, England.  Using a census birthday, 
I saw a Bingley baptism record with potential and for possible siblings.  I located 
the rest of John's family in the 1841 Census, minus my ancestor, born in 1842.  
One hiccup was that the census showed an earlier son John (b. 1829) while a 
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baptism record instead showed a son named James (b. 1829).  Still, I suspected I 
had the right family.   
The early death of their parents John (Sr.) and Sarah (Baldwin) Hargreaves in 
1844 explained why the youngest children, John, my ancestor (age 8),  and Sarah 
Ann (age 14) were living with their sister Mary Hird in the 1851 Census.   By 1861, 
John was boarding with Mary Hird's in-laws.  I don't know what became of Mary's 
husband, William Hird, but a death record stated that Mary died in 1856 at age 31.  
In 1862, John's sister Sarah Ann Gornall died at age 26, also of tuberculosis. 
From parish baptism records and the 1841 Census I knew that John also had 
three brothers.  Early on, I came across a William Hargreaves in Malden, 
Massachusetts who emigrated from Bingley in 1854.  In a key discovery, I learned 
that William's daughter carried the Baldwin name, the maiden name of William 
and John's mother, Sarah.  The birth date of the William in Malden exactly 
matched the one on a Bingley baptism record who lived in the Prospect St. 
household in the 1841 census.  
John Hargreaves mustered out of the army at the end of the Civil War in 1865 in 
Savannah, Georgia.  I don't know if he briefly returned to Malden but in 1867 he 
married Catherine Ferguson, a Scottish immigrant, and they settled in Rhode 
Island.  In 1870 they and a son lived in North Providence and by the 1875 RI 
Census the family was in Burrillville where John and his wife would remain.  Over 
the years he worked as a worsted weaver, a mechanic at a woolen mill, a day 
labourer, carpenter and a loom fixer.  
Interestingly , the most personal glimpses into John's life came from a packet I 
purchased from the National Archives in Washington D.C. regarding  pension 
records related to his war service.  Medical records revealed his height, weight, 
hair and eye colour as well as the intimate details of his deteriorating health.  
Many of the documents pertained to physical exams required by his petitions to 
have his pension payments increased.  He was denied at one point but I can't 
remember if it was later approved.  Although these findings left me sad to think of 
his sufferings, it was personal and real and the kind of details you don't find in a 
census.     
Another useful finding in his pension records pertained to John's widow, 
Catherine, who applied for benefits after his death in 1905.  In an affidavit stating 
that he knew Catherine and John before their marriage and that neither had been 
otherwise married, was the signature of William Hargreaves of Malden, 
Massachusetts.  Of course it didn't say how he knew them but I believe they were 
brothers. 
More recently there was another surprise.  I stumbled upon a James Hargreaves 
who emigrated from Bingley in 1852 and lived in Burrillville, RI (he had moved 
away before John arrived).  James's birth date in 1829 matched the James I found 
on the Bingley baptism record and he and some of his children also carried the 
Baldwin name.  How did I miss that for so long? 
After all the mysteries, brick walls, and discoveries over the years I've reached the 
following conclusion.  John Hargreaves, my 2nd great-grandfather, was born Dec 
31, 1842 in Bingley to John and Sarah (Baldwin) Hargreaves.  His parents died in 
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1844 and his sisters in 1840, 1856 and 1862.  John's brothers James and William 
left England as single men in 1852 and 1854.  Another brother, Jonathan, 
remained in England.  John emigrated in 1863.  After arriving in Malden he 
volunteered in the union army and shortly after his return he married Catherine 
Ferguson.  They resided in Rhode Island where they had 7 children, 4 of whom 
outlived John when he died Dec 14, 1905, just shy of 63 years.  Their son 
Frederick Nelson Hargreaves, b. 1878, was my great-grandfather.   
The pieces of the puzzle are still slowly coming together and I'd like to think I've 
learned some lessons.  There was no family bible,  journals or photos noting 
significant names and events.  (I have one treasured photo of John's son, 
Frederick Nelson.)  Instead, it took years of searching, albeit with the aid of 
modern technology, countless fees for genealogy website subscriptions, and all 
those priceless conversations with my dad.   
One side-note is that I tracked down the 1905 newspaper notice of John's death 
which listed him as having been a member of a local post of a national fraternity 
known as the Grand Army of the Republic (G.A.R.).  The posts closed down as 
the last of their civil war veterans passed away.  Records from many of those 
posts were preserved by various organizations.  As bad luck would have it, the 
records from the post of which John was a member are nowhere to be found.  Yet! 
If anyone is researching the Hargreaves name in Bingley, please feel free to 
contact me.  I connected a lot of them.  Thank you for reading. 

 
 

 

  Bingley Art Studio about 1960. 
  
   This was on Myrtle Place near 
to the Little Theatre.  At that time 
James Hardaker, a well known 
artist was resident there.  He had 
painting included in the Dalesman 
regularly.  When he had to move 
during the clearance for the 
Bradford & Bingley Building 
Society he moved to the 
Mushroon Hall up Park Road. He 
walked to his studio everyday 
from Crownest Road until he was 
90 year old. He was a great 
character and had many tales to 
tell.    He was my father in law!  
Perhaps I will say more another 
time. 
 
Betty Hardaker 
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Aireborough Grammar School former scholars  
Gilbert & Sullivan Society 

 
 
 

Questionaire Replies 
 

Tyneside Postmark 
 

1. Approximately ten years ago 

2. Growing up during and after the second world war 

3. From nine family lines, mostly during 1700 to date 

4. Currently not much now 

5. Edith Alice Simpson, nee Burrows, 1884 – 1956, mother of my mother.  She 

was always there when needed, both during and just following the second 

war 
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6. JOSEPH Mason 1773 – 1860 ----  

see Wharfedale Newsletter Dec 2015 

7. Each successive generation back brings its own problems and rewards until 

you have finally cracked that problem.  Success!!! 

8. Consigned to the unsolved pile, move on, see what transpires 

9. Several illegitimate births 

10. Mary Ann Kershaw traced back to family of Elizabeth, sister to the Yorkist 

King Edward the fourth, 1442 – 1483 

11. I have a photocopies of both Joseph Mason and Sarah jane Peacock, 

presumably painted for their wedding on 24th March 1815.  This is long 

before Photography.  They went on to have nine children together.  These 

pictures were supplied by a member of their family who I share some 

research with 

12.  Not at present 

13. No 

14. Stick at it and keep digging.  Persistence often pays off. 

Unfortunately I do not know who sent this in but how lucky to be able to get 
back to the 1400s. 
 
 
 

Questionaire Replies 
Dear Betty, 
I don’t normally respond to these “Tell me about..” but I couldn’t resist your 
questionnaire!  I am a committed local and family historian so there’s plenty of 
material.  I follow up ancestry on both sides of the family, female and male lines – 
in all, about 20 names.  I prefer some to others which means I have several 
(paper) files on some and much less on others.  I have even been twice to the 
library in Salt Lake City.  Having accumulated a great deal of information, I now 
hop about as the fancy takes me, often revisiting.  The trigger might be something 
quite small, then I’m off for several weeks chasing up new information on-line and 
gaining new insights.  For me the [pleasure and challenge of family history is the 
social context, not the “tree”.  I find my mother’s ancestry much more interesting 
and rewarding than my father’s – it’s richer in detail/  my maternal ancestors in 
Wharfedale were in parishes like Harewood, Fewston, Otley, Ilkley, Addingham, 
Gisburn, Barnoldswick and Horton-in-Ribblesdale; others came from Kirkby 
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Overblow, Spofforth, Pannal, Knaresborough and Hampsthwaite.  Roundhay 
(Leeds), Thorner and Bramham were very important to our family. 
Joan Kemp 
The Questionaire:- 
!. When: 1983/4, after my father died.  I found a “mystery” grave receipt from 
1909. 
2.Who:my mother (died1981), born Nettleton 

3.Furthest back: c.1370 (Pulleyn, par. of Fewston) 
4.How often: more or less continuously, with breaks of a few weeks.  In summer I 
go out and about, “0n the trail”, it is important to get a ‘feel’ for ancestral territory 
and great fun. It’s surprising what you discover and who you get talking to,  I take 
masses of photos and make maps. 
5.Peresonal memory: Sarah Ann Kemp, nee Kinder, b. Glossop, Drebys. 8 April 
12864, d. Leeds, 2 feb 1950, my paternal grandmother.  She lived with us in 
Leeds 1948 – 50.  My mother disliked her intensely!  I found her amiable enough 
and she was very proud of me and wanted me to have “a good education”.  She 
was a dumpy little woman, a committed Methodist (from a long line of non-
conformists, I now know) and walked up to chapel on her Sunday-best, always a 
smart coat with, for her height, an over-large fur collar.  I still have her brown silk 
umbrella.  She tended to sit by the fire in the armchair that she had brought with 
her from her own home.(its mine now & I reupholstered it)  I was rarely alone in 
the house with her and didn’t talk to her that much.  I never thought to ask her how 
she came to be in Leeds and it never crossed my mind that it was odd that no 
siblings were ever mentioned.  How I wish now that I had asked her about her 
mother and what her father had told her about the Kinder family.  Grandma often 
mentioned Glossop fondly, as well as Mottram and Dinting.  It took me 40 years to 
discover the significance of these villages – vital clues to the history 

6.To meet: no question – William Nettleton, c 14353-1505, master of 
Roundhay/Thorner/Bramham.  I could write a book about him, literally.  What 
would I give to meet him. 
7.Jigsaw: there are several e.g. birth & father of a many times g.g.f.(25yrs); proof 
that refs to 2 Wm Ns were one and the same man! (40yrs) 
8.Stuck: maiden name (& therefore origins) of a 3X g.g.g 

9.Skeletons: alas, not really; only an illegitimate gt.gm – my father would have 
been horrified had he known.  Perhaps he did? 

10.Unusual: normal range of occupations but maybe a keeper of a royal hunting 
park. My most distinctive name is Walker Danson Rowe, a Lincolnshire farmer & 
father of 9 above. 
11.Oldest photograph: c. 1862/63 Jane Wilson soon after her wedding 

12.Artefacts: masses! E.g. stonemason’s day book of 1870s, with employees, 
wages, houses & customers (George Nettleton); linen tray cloth with Jane Wilson 
in ink; amateur painted portrait of John Nettleton c 1895; late-Victorian armchair 
and bookcase; 2 large notebooks on local history, 1892/3, compiled by Joseph 
John Nettleton; William Kinder’s bible dated 1877.  I am surprised how much I 
have, regarding it as normal! 
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13.Next generation: principally, a second cousin in Canada – I have been 
there’re 3 times and keep him informed.  Also, the grandchildren of an English 
second cousin.  No-one on Kemp side, unfortunately. 
14.No 
15.Advice: Talk informally, in an unstructured but purposeful way, to older 
relatives.  Ask them to describe people, their appearance and characteristics.  Any 
inherited “family” features like a nose or chin! Basic info. on people I never met, or 
don’t remember, is what I miss a lot.  Then go back and revisit this, for second 
thoughts. 
 
 Joan Kemp 
 

Questionnaire  
by  Valerie Chadwick 

 
When did you start your family history?       
I started my family history in October, 2008. My mother, Charlotte (Cath) Johnson 
nee Binns died aged 46 when I was 15 and I didn't know anything about her 
family. I knew my grandparents. My grandad died in 1952 and my grandmother 
died in 1955. I never remember meeting any of my mother's relatives. Her sister 
had died before her aged 39 in 1946. 
 
Who told you most about your family? 
My second cousin, Mandy. She lived with her mother and granny after her father 
died and was encouraged to look at the family history on my father's side when 
she was a teenager before computers. She actually visited parishes to read the 
registers and went to London to look up Censuses. 
 
What is the date “furthest back” that you have reached? 
A family from whom I am descended, Gatenby, (various spellings) has been done 
by someone else and goes back to a birth in 1605 so the father and mother must 
have been born in the late 1500s. 
In my own family the furthest back is my father's father's side to 1720. 
 
How often do you do your research? 
Very spasmodically! More in the winter, but not regularly. 
 
Who is the oldest ancestor that you remember personally and what do you 
remember about them? 
My Grandad, William Johnson. I remember him sitting in a big chair by the fire in a 
big living kitchen. There was always a grandfather clock ticking. I was 11 when he 
died and he was 83. 
 
If you could meet up with just one ancestor from the past, who would that be and 
why? 
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I would like to meet my great grandmother, Mary Jane Brooksbank. She gave 
birth to 11 children. My grandmother was the fourth but by the time she was 7 she 
was the eldest. Two children died as babies and two died within a couple of weeks 
of one another of scarlet fever. My great grandmother went on to have six more 
children, so seven did reach adulthood. Anyone who can cope with that is, in my 
book, a very strong woman. She was also a snob! She didn't approve of her 
daughter marrying a butcher as she thought it was beneath her. Her husband was 
Headmaster of Pannal primary school. Apparently she never actually spoke to my 
grandfather. The family had to go to tea on Sundays, the children were not 
allowed to speak unless spoken to. I would love to try to soften her so that she 
would have more family contact and enjoy her grandchildren. 
 
What is the last piece of the jigsaw that you found and how long had you been 
looking for it? 
I have some photographs of a Canadian soldier taken in the back garden of my 
parents house in Ilkley during the war. I am about 14/15 months. I often wondered 
who he was. I knew his name but not where he came from. After a fruitless search 
through Family Search in Canada I eventually put his name on the internet and up 
came a lovely photo of him, his wartime service, a wedding photo, a picture of his 
grave, and also photographs of my mother and father and some of the photos 
from our garden. I was absolutely thrilled. I suppose I had always wondered who 
he was but I hadn't actually been looking for him for very long. He was my 
mother's cousin. 
 
What bit have you been stuck on for the longest time? 
The 1901 Census for my grandmother, Elizabeth Robinson. I have found her in 
two places in 1891! I cannot find her at all in 1901. 
 
Have any “skeletons” fallen out of the cupboard? 
My great, great grandfather, Joseph Holdsworth, was a boot and shoe maker in 
Harrogate. He must have been quite well off as he employed a servant. I cannot 
find a marriage for him but he and his “wife” had 7 children. When my great 
grandmother, the youngest, was about 8 in 1851, according to the Census, he is 
living alone. But by the 1861 Census he is living with the servant and eventually 
they had four children. I don't think he married her either. But he had a long life, 
dying at the age of 78. 
 
Have you found any unusual occupations or names among your ancestors? 
The most unusual occupation is a shalloon weaver, in 1756 in Haworth. Robert 
Binns married Martha Newell and on the freereg information it says he is a 
shalloon weaver. It is a fine cloth for coat linings or dresses. I guess it was a 
cottage industry. 
 
What is the date of the oldest photograph that you have? 
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1869 It is a photo of my great grandparents, Benjamin Brooksbank and his wife 
Mary Jane nee Barker, taken by a photographer in Bradford. 
 
Have you any artefacts that can be directly related to your ancestors? 
I have two bead embroidered foot stools, two small nursing chairs, some of my 
uncle's embroidery, my father's football medal from 1926/7 season, a cameo 
brooch of my aunt's. 
 
Are any of the next generation interested in you family history? 
My granddaughter often looks at old photographs of the family so, hopefully, she 
might get more interested. I think it is generally an older person's pastime. 
 
Besides the usual websites that we all use, have you found any lesser-known 
ones which other members may find useful? 
Harrogatepeopleandplaces is a good site if it covers what you are looking for. 
Very good on men who were killed in the first world war and, if your family name is 
covered, there is information under each surname. 
For Keighley valeanddale has a lot of information about mills and houses. 
 
What is the best piece of advice that you would give to somebody just starting out 
on their family history research? 
Don't assume what you find on the internet is correct. My Brooksbank family has a 
family tree going back for centuries to Richard Brooksbank born 1455 but it is not 
correct at all, only up to about 1750. Try to double check your information. 
 

 

 
 You will find the questions listed on page 26 of the March Journal 
 
Beyond the Obvious – The Way Forward for Family History Societies? 

By Stanley Merridew 
 
Many family history societies came into being in the 1970s and 1980s.  At the time 
local authorities encouraged classes in the subject and most were well attended 
and led to the tutor encouraging the students to join the local society.  Television 
programmes such as “Roots” by Alex Haley and Don Steel’s “Family History” 
series on BBC2 fuelled the interest.  Then along came the internet.  Many newer 
devotees have never visited a record office and possibly don’t know recognise 
their relevance or of the existence of family history societies.  Hence we have 
falling memberships in local societies, some have already fallen by the wayside.   
How do we, those of us involved in local societies address this problem? 
We can’t compete with the “Big Three” on their terms. We need to redefine our 
place in order to survive.  If someone merely wants to draw up a family tree of 
names and dates - use the internet.  If a researcher is keen to find out how their 
ancestors lived they need to look further than just electronic sources.  This is 
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where I believe the local society needs to concentrate their efforts.  We have the 
local knowledge.  We also need to become more aware of how to reach our 
potential audience.  It is those sources that are “Beyond the Obvious” and of little 
interest to a large organisation where we can make our mark. 
My local society the Airedale & Wharfedale FHS are trying a number of ways to 
address the problem.  Around the time of the 1914 centenary the former 
Wharfedale FHG started a War Memorial project.  As the project grew we 
produced a leaflet, “Find Your Heroes”, listing the sources for War 
Memorials/Rolls of Honour and other avenues for military records.  This was left in 
all sorts of places where people could pick it up.  It helped us uncover a large 
number of memorials in unusual places, now totalling over six hundred in just a 
part of Yorkshire.   When a building is redecorated the memorial is removed and 
stored never again to see the light of day.   Many of those involved with the 
churches, chapels, village halls etc see the image everyday and it becomes part 
of the furniture.  Quite often the answer is , “There’s nothing like that in here”, my 
response is, “Do you mind if I have a look around” and surprise, surprise there is 
usually something worth snapping! 
Knowing our area and all the chapels, former chapels, village halls, sports clubs 
we were able to target potential sites.  This gave us access to all sorts of places 
who not only had their roll of honour in a cupboard but also a wide variety of 
material of interest to family historians – photographs, old programmes, Sunday  
School books, lists of members.  When I suggested the material should go to a 
record office invariably the answer was no.  However camera in hand I was able 
to capture many images. 
Earlier this year the Keighley FHS and Wharfedale FHG merged to form the 
Airedale and Wharfedale Family History Society.  Hence we needed a new 
website.  This made us concentrate our minds on how we attract people to our 
website and hopefully become members of our society.  This is still a work in 
progress but our intention is seek out those local sources that will add to an 
individual’s knowledge of the lives of their forebears. 
We have used the “finds” from our previous search for War Memorials as posts on 
our website.  In the past these may have been used to create new publications.  
Nowadays we are less likely to do this, due to a lack of demand.  However we 
have created a number of sections on our website, such as school photographs, 
sports teams, photos from, for example amateur dramatic society past 
productions, scout & guides.  Virtually every organisation has records tucked 
away that they mean to do something with but rarely get round to it.  An email or 
phone call rarely works.  Turn up on their club night or when you know the 
caretaker is around.  Invariably there is someone in every organisation who knows 
where things are kept. 
Another initiative is to form partnerships with local museums and local history 
societies.  These are our natural allies, often with similar membership problems – 
let’s help each other by providing a tit for tat link to the websites.  Both sides of the 
equation will gain browsers.  Most villages and towns now have their own web 
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pages, often with a section on the history of the place.  Family history societies 
usually cover dozens of towns and villages.  Why not ask for a link to your site? 
Most of the images are on public view, however, we don’t want to give everything 
away without any return.  We have a taster on the main pages proclaiming the 
benefits of becoming member and what the individual can gain “from just £10 per 
annum you can visit our membership area and see even more!”   
One area I haven’t mentioned is social media.  Mainly because I don’t do it or 
understand it.  Perhaps someone can enlighten me, explain how we can use it to 
our benefit or even volunteer to be our social media guru! 
These are our initiatives, I am sure other groups are tackling the problem in their 
own way.  Perhaps we can all compare notes, successes and failures. 
 
This article was requested by Helen Tovey for the Family Tree magazine last year 
at Birmingham and appeared in the November issue 
 
 

The Battle of Britain 

 

It is 80 years since the Battle of Britain was fought over the whole country.  I think 
that up here in the north we were more fortunate than many, but many of us must 
have ancestors who were involved in this terrible time.  Please send me your 
memories of stories that you were told or have found out about your family.  I was 
very lucky in that my father was in a reserved occupation and did not go into the 
forces.  Dad was in the A.R.P. and I remember him telling how some of the men 
rushing into the hall saying that a parachute had landed in a field down the Pool 
Road.  They all rushed out and ran down the road only to find that the farmer had 
been piling lime in the field before spreading it out!  I think that they felt a bit 
deflated as their one aid to the war landed up by being just a pile of lime! 
 Let us not forget, either that in August, we have just celebrated the final end to 
that war with VJ Day on the 15th of August.  I was in Otley for VE Day but had 
moved to Cowling for VJ Day and I missed the street party that was held in Otley 
– Cowling never had one!       Betty 
 

Just for Fun  

 
Britain has many weird and wonderful place names  ( Crackpot, Blubberhouses, 
Pratts Bottom, Twatt, Booze) – but the USA throws up some pretty stiff 
competition.  ‘Fearnot’ and ‘Rough and Ready’ are neighbouring towns in 
Pennsylvania, which led to the headline: ‘Fearnot man marries Rough and Ready 
woman’.  Independent of Sunday 
 
Note on a box of firelighters ‘Highly inflammable’ 
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Horsforth Old Folks Club 1968 

 

 

Dalesman 1949 

 

Jonas Bradley was born in Cowling, son of a twister, loomer & slayer.  At ten 
years old he was a half-timer in the mill and three years later was there full time 
amid the noisy looms and smell of the Yorkshire weaving shed.  On his moorland 
walks with his father he learned to have an interest in nature.  This he was able to 
pass on to the children that he came to teach.  He was always keen to search our 
knowledge for himself and was so successful in that that he became the 
headmaster of the school in Stanbury. 
He achieved distinction as a naturalist and an authority on the Brontes and for 
over half a century people came for far afield to discuss their ideas with Jonas 
Bradley.  He lived in Stanbury until he died. 

 

 

April 1949 
 
Sir Bracewell Smith, who was born in Keighley and was Lord Mayor of London in 
1946/7 has been elected President of the Society of Yorkshiremen in London in 
succession to Sir Ronald W. Matthews 
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Phrases and Explanations 

 
Glebe Terriers 

   These were surveys of the church possessions in the parish, listing, houses, 
fields and the sums due as tithes.   The Terriers can date from the 16th and 17th 
centuries and may even note the names of tenants on the church land or 
neighbouring landowners.   The transcriptions of the Terriers can sometimes be 
quite detailed – if they survive. 
 
Recusancy 
   Refusal to attend the services of the Church of England.   In Elizabethan and 
Jacobean England strict penalties were imposed until in 1791 the Catholic Relief 
Act decriminalised recusancy 
 
Escheat 
   Was in effect the forfeiture of tenure and occurred either – on the death of a 
tenant without an heir  OR  if the tenant was convicted and sentenced to death for 
a felony  OR  if the tenant was in breach of his obligations to render service to his 
lord.   On escheat the holding went back to the lord and the tenant was 
dispossessed 
 

Heriot 
   This was the right of the lord to the best beast or a sum of money (usually 5 
shillings [25 new pence]) payable when the tenant died. 
 
Wardship 
   Here the lord had the right to manage the holding to his own profit when the 
tenant had died and was survived by a minor male heir (i.e. under 21) or was 
survived by an unmarried daughter under the age of 14.   At the end of the 
‘wardship’ the appropriate ward would have to pay the lord a monetary payment 
(relief) to enable him to take up his landholding.   Also during the wardship the lord 
could choose a spouse for his ward. 
   This was the effect of the forfeiture of the tenures and it occurred: 
- on the death of a tenant without an heir 
- if the tenant was convicted and sentenced to death for a felony 
- if the tenant was in breach of his obligations to render service to his lord. 
 

 
The Difference between Minster and Cathedral is that Minsters were originally  

churches of a monastery whilst a Cathedral is the seat of a bishop 
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2021 Census 
 
Does anybody feel like helping with the 2021 census?  The office for National 
Statistics posted details of temporary field roles on its website and says that it is 
hiring thousands of people to help to make the 2021 Census a success.  These 
are new, paid opportunities for work in England and Wales with some roles now 
accepting applications. 
Current opportunities include supervisory and management roles and community 
engagement work.  All these should ensure that as many people as possible are 
able to complete the census.  You can search the current vacancies at 
https://familytre.ee/censusjobs. 

Information from The Family Tree Magazine 

 
FindMyPast 

 
FindMyPast has added 16 million marriage records from Indiana, Massachusetts 
and Oregon to its collection.  Altogether these records span 450 years.  They can 
be viewed at https://familytr.ee/fmpmarriage. 
They have also got a brand new Civil War veterans’ Card file for Pennsylvania 
which includes transcripts and original images of index cards. Included are details 
of regiment, company, date and place of enrolment, birth place and age and 
physical description.  These available at https://familytr.ee/pennsyl 
Coming back home also added to their collection are 7,000 exclusive admission 
registers to National School Admissions Registers & Log-Books 1870 – 1914: 
60,000 new Derbyshire deaths and burials ; and 32,000 more records added to 
the Yorkshire Memorial Inscriptions.  All these can be viewed at 
https://www.findmypast.co.uk/blog/new 
 
 

 NEW MEMBERS SEP 2020 
 

We welcome the following new members and hope that we can help them in their research 

 
3624:  Mr D. Herd       
3625:  Mr T. Clayton-Smith     New Members’ Interests 
3626:  Mr D. Pugh-Clarke  
3627:  Ms T. Whitaker    3375 Hasler, Leach, Lund, Morrison, Rushton 

3628:  Ms L. Mackinnon 
3629:  Ms J. Heron    3625 Clayton, Smith 

3630:  Mr A. Mason 
3631:  Mr N. Scott         
 
To join in researching the same name please email the membership secretary for members 
details giving your own number and the number of the member who you wish to contact. 
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The Town Yards of Skipton 
 

A health inspector’s report of 1857 on the living conditions of the people of Skipton 
made awful reading.  He wrote “in the dwellings of the poor, ventilation is bad; the 
windows are not made to open,  At Mount Pleasant, courts on the west side of 
High Street, and Quaker’s Place, have no means at present of getting fresh air 
into the sleeping rooms.” 
Of 1,103 houses in the town in 1857, 835 had a rateable value of under £5; the 
Spring Canal was ‘little better than an open sewer’ and in Brown’s Yard 10 houses 
shared one privy; a family of 10 slept in one room – including a husband and wife 
and eight children, ranging from 21 to five years old.  Expectation of life was 35 
years. 
In 1968, Dr. Geoffrey Rowley, a Skipton local historian wrote a history of Skipton’s 
many ‘yards’, saying that by this time many had disappeared.  He wrote. ‘The inns 
and business premises already had their barns, stables and outbuildings in their 
rear yards, and there was pressure for more housing in the town, first because the 
Skipton Castle Estate would not sell any land for the building of homes.  The early 
cottages were all in yards which were privately owned, and not until the industrial 
revolution really made its impact felt, at the end of the century, were Skiptonians 
prepared to build cottages on Castle land which would revert to the Earl of Thanet 
– the then owner of the castle – in 40 or 60 years time.’ 
Kendall’s Yard was one of the earliest to be developed, with cottages being built 
there in around 1720.  A buildings ‘conveyance’ of the inn in 1731 described it as: 
‘one malt kiln and malt chambers now converted into several dwellings’  and by 
1757, there were four cottages, with five rooms above them, all in Kendall’s Yard. 
Birtwhistle’s Yard was built at the rear of the Birtwhistle ‘s house in Caroline 
Square, at the bottom of the High Street. 
Queen’s Court appeared as early as 1830, and like Caroline Square owed its 
name to the popular sympathies at the time , in favour of the Queen.  Known as 
Laycock’s Yard by 1858, the houses vanished to be replaced by Woolworths – 
and now the Yorkshire trading Company. 
Cook’s Yard, at the back of Sheep Street, was named after the Cook family of 
nailers. 
Roger’s Yard – Roger Smith, a currier, bought 26-30 Sheep Street in 1773 and 
live there until 1822.  It was originally known as Smith’s Yard, until 1841; but 
seeing as three of the yards on the other side of the High Street were also to 
become Smith’s Yard, it was necessary to give it a different name.  as Roger was 
well known in the town and so Christian name was used and it became Roger’s 
Yard. 
Bay Horse Yard – The King’s Arms Inn were at one time a single tenement, and 
until the demolition, in the 1950’s, of the access to the Bay Horse Yard was 
through the passage under the King’s Arms Inn. 
The yards began to decline in the 1850’s when the Castle Estate became more 
willing to sell freehold land for the building of new homes, or grant 99 year leases  



26 

 

which opened up the town to the industrial revolution. 
Eventually, the owners of the High Street shops began to extend their businesses 
and in 1907 the Craven herald reported that ‘Trades are fast encroaching on the 
yards off High Street.  In several instances, the small cottages which have been 
closed as human habitation are now used for storage or warehousing in 
connection with the High Street. 
 
 

How We Used to Live  

 

Having been born in the 1930’s, I was interested in a book that I came across 
some time ago entitled ‘How We Used to Live’.  The trouble was that I 
remembered a lot of what it was telling me! 
Britain was still recovering from the depression of the 1920’s (here we are again!) 
However, new houses were being built and transport was becoming easier so that 
people were able to travel further to get to work in factories.  By 1935 laws were 
needed to stop all the unplanned building and create a ’Green Belt’. 
Electricity was becoming more available to homes and the National Grid was 
completed in 1933 (the house I that lived in from 1978 until recently did not get 
electric until 1955) Mains water and sewerage were already the norm and most 
towns had a local gas works.  Motor cars were becoming cheaper and many new 
houses had garages attached to them. 
My parents got married in 1933 and I well remember my Dad telling me that – they 
went to see the builder and fastened their house by giving him £10!.  It was a 
small terrace house with I think two bedrooms – cost I believe was £300.  I often 
wonder just how much my Dad’s wage was then as a baker. 
Before the war, the average income was £3 a week.  There was no 
unemployment benefit bur a Means Test allowed a married man 24/- for him and 
his wife.  This sounds hopeless to us now, but a man could feed a family of five on 
half of his wages.  Married women did not usually work and the children usually 
left school when they were 14 years old.  Regular outgoings such as rent or 
mortgage was about 10/- or 15/-.  Fuel cost 6/- and clothing about 1/- a weel per 
person.  A lot of clothing was bought second hand and furniture would be bought 
with hire purchase.  People did not know the health hazard of smoking and 
cigarettes were 6d for 15.  Chocolate 1/- for 12ozs. 
Most people walked everywhere.  It was only the rich who had a car.  Bank 
holidays were the time when people were able to take a rest an go into the 
country side and perhaps take a picnic – probably a few sandwiches and cold tea 
or pop.  Slowly workers were getting a whole week holiday from the factory when 
the whole town closed for a week.  Nearby towns had different weeks but often 
you would go on holiday and see your neighbours at the same place – possibly in 
the same boarding house.  Swimming pools were provided by the local council 
mainly outdoors but some towns were lucky in having an indoor pool which would 
be heated.  (I learnt to swim in the outside pool in Otley and it was cold!) 
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The cinema was a great place to relax and imagine yourself as part of the 
marvellous countryside or in the ballrooms on the screen.  Didn’t you wish that 
you could meet that great looking man and wear that dress that she was wearing? 
The film was changed twice each week and there were two showings each day 
with a short film and a main film with the news in the middle of the show.  I can 
remember a film about a prisoner of war camp and that I did not like. In fact I was 
scared of it and did wonder why I had been taken to see it! 
Otley saw many regiments of the army camp there.  The Scottish regiments 
thought that they were onto a very good thing as they were paid in Scottish pound 
notes.  These were only worth 19/6 in England and so every time they bought 
something they paid with a note and got 6d extra in change!  We had the West 
Yorkshire men there and my Uncle Jack was part of this group and there is a style 
that I still think of as Uncle Jack’s style because we went there to meet him when 
he wasn’t allowed out of camp. The Americans came and after D Day we had the 
Italian prisoners followed by the Germans. Churchill came and the King and 
Queen. All this time my mother was making me dresses out of any material that 
she could find.  Sometimes it was parachute material and sometimes it was one of 
her old dresses that she cut down for me.  At one time we had to take our gas 
masks wherever we went but that soon stopped but we did have a bottle of milk 
and a teaspoon of malt extract each day at school. 
People grew food in the garden making it much easier for the women to feed the 
family though it was only food in season!  No tomatoes or strawberries in winter!  
We had hens in our garden and so we had plenty of eggs and hen pellets instead 
of an egg ration.  I can still remember the smell of that hen food being boiled up 
before being taken out for them to eat.  It is hard to say how it smelt but it wasn’t 
very appetising.   
In 1941, for the first time, single women between the ages of 19 – 30 were called 
up.  Some went into the forces and others went into the land army.  Others were 
drafted into the factories and took on work that the men had been doing.  It was 
heavy work but they managed it.  Some went to factories making bombs and this 
was a very dangerous occupation.  If you ever heard Anne Batchelor give her talk 
on the girls at the factory in Leeds you will know that the girls turned yellow from 
the chemicals used there and this was an awful killer. 
In 1943 older woman between 46 – 50 were needed and the way that they tackled 
their jobs brought about the changes in the attitude to working women.  A lot of 
them kept the family business going. Others found that they could learn technical 
skills that the men had to admit were ‘not too bad’.  Each woman had to do a 
certain number of hours each week, sometimes having two or three part time jobs 
to make up the time, doing the housework and queueing for food in between. 
People were more friendly at this time, I think, and this seems to have returned 
slightly during this last few months when we have not been able to associate.  
Neighbours have helped one another doing shopping and having a chat while 
keeping at a safe distance from each other.  I only hope that that carries on. 
 Betty 
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Not There Yet! 

 
War veteran George O’Key was shocked to find his name on a war 

memorial in his home town, Middlesbrough.  George, 83, said: ‘all these years I 
have been wandering around town while it listed me as dead’.   
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Local Studies Libraries 

Bradford  01274 433 688 

Leeds   0113 2478 290 localandfamilyhistory@leeds.gov.uk 

Ilkley   01943 436 275 ilkley.library@bradford.gov.uk 

Skipton  01756 792 926 skipton.library@northyorks.gov.uk 
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Local Record Offices (Appointments always necessary) 

 

North Yorkshire 01609 777078   archives@northyorks.gov.uk 

 

Wakefield  01924 305980    wakefield@wyjs.org.uk 

  

Leeds   0113 3939788   leeds@wyjs.org.uk 
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National 
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