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GROUP FOCUS
Members may attend the meetings of any of the Society’s groups.
If travelling some distance to attend a particular talk, please check with
the FHSC website or the group leader in case of a last-minute change.

TAMESIDE GROUP

In this edition
19th Century Terraced Housing  Never Assume Anything

Finding the Ancestors of Orphan Annie
Who can you believe? Holiday in Hoylake, 1873
Have you lost any HOLLANDs? and more...

The Tameside group meets at
7.30pm on the second Wednesday
of the month at the Old Chapel
Schoolrooms, Old Road,
Dukinfield, SK16 4EN. Doors
open at 7.00pm.

Non-members are always
welcome.

Future Tameside Group Meetings
12th June TBC (the proposed speaker has had to postpone)
10th July The Story of Peterloo - Kate Booth

Plus a display of the banners created by Tameside craft teams.
August No Meeting
11th Sept AGM plus a talk on a topic to be decided.

For full details, please see the Tameside group information on page 69.
We hope to see you soon!
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Cheshire Ancestor is published in March, June, September and December.
Please send items for possible publication to the editor by post or email (see page 3).

The opinions expressed in this journal are those of individual authors and do not necessarily
represent the views of either the editor or the Society. Advertisements are commercial and not
indicative of any endorsement by the Society. The Society accepts no responsibility for any loss
suffered directly or indirectly by any reader or purchaser as a result of any advertisement or notice
published in this Journal. No part of this journal may be reproduced in any form whatsoever
without the prior written permission of the editor and, where applicable, named authors.

Our society was founded in 1969—
one of the first family history societies
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by Rosie Rowley

In Macclesfield we are ending our WWI Centenary
commemorations in July with a final exhibition about the
aftermath of the Great War, and a tree-planting ceremony
to reflect the planting of oak trees which took place here
one hundred years ago on Peace Day, 19th July 1919. Hard
on the heels of this comes the 80th anniversary of the start
of WWII. I wonder how people felt when, only twenty
years after the peace celebrations, war was declared again?

Does anyone have any memories of the start of WWII, or
stories handed down by their parents or relatives, for publication in the next
issue? If so, please see the next page for submission guidelines, and remember
that you do not need to wait until the deadline to submit your article - the
sooner, the better, so I have plenty of time to prepare it for publication. You
don’t have to write a long article; remember that half a page of A4 paper is
about the same as one page in the journal. I’d rather have several short articles
than none at all and risk having blank pages in the next issue!

I am still seeking a replacement editor, so if you are interested please get in
touch. The editor doesn’t have to live in Cheshire (or even in the U.K.) as most
correspondence these days is by email, but you do need to be a reasonably
proficient and confident computer user, and have a eye for detail.

Editorial

IMPORTANT: Permission to Contact You

Under the General Data Protection Regulations (GDPR) that came into force
in May 2018, the Society is required to obtain your positive permission to
use the contact details you have given. For instance, to email you about news
and events, send CHESHIRE ANCESTOR to you, etc.

Please see page 73 for full details, and remember to tick the box when
renewing by post so the Society can continue to contact you.

PLEASE HELP US TO HELP YOU - REMEMBER TO INCLUDE YOUR
MEMBERSHIP NUMBER IN ALL CORRESPONDENCE
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For Group meeting dates, see the Groups pages at the end of this issue.
For changes and up-to-date news check the website www.fhsc.org.uk

7th – 8th June The Society will be represented at The Genealogy Show.
10 Jul Final copy date for CHESHIRE ANCESTOR, September issue.
Sun 1 Sep Exec. Committee Meeting, Jubilee Hall, Little Budworth, 2pm.
10 Oct Final copy date for CHESHIRE ANCESTOR, December issue.
Sat 2 Nov Annual General Meeting. Proposed venue: Lion Salt Works

Museum, Northwich (to be confirmed).
This will be a special all-day event with talks and celebratory
light refreshments - full details in the September ANCESTOR.
We hope that you can join us for this “Golden” celebration.

Members who do not have access to the Internet should contact their local or
affiliated group for up-to-date information about meetings, etc.
Contact details for all groups are inside the back cover.

Society Diary Dates

ITEMS FOR THE CHESHIRE ANCESTOR

For advertising rates and information, please see last page.

FINAL copy dates are the 10th day of January, April, July or October.

The earlier material is submitted, the more help it is to the editor.

Publication is at the discretion of the editor and is subject to space being
available; unused items may be carried over to a later issue. Articles accepted
by email (in Microsoft Word, Open Office Writer, or plain text format, using
any font type or size), or by post as manuscript. Suggested length 300-2000
words. Please email images (two or three max.) as separate files in JPG
format, preferably scanned at 300dpi. Please do not send images printed on
normal paper as they will not reproduce well; and never send original photos
by post.  Please type all surnames in CAPITALS.

If you have typed your article on a computer, please consider the Editor’s
workload and submit it by email to avoid the article having to be re-typed.

Please include your name, membership number (if a member), and postal or
email address. Please state if you DO want either or both of your postal or
email addresses to be published, otherwise they will be omitted, to comply
with GDPR regulations - which means potential ‘cousins’ cannot contact you.
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Chairman’s Jottings

by Victoria M L Doran

We are now about to start our fiftieth anniversary year;
elsewhere in this issue of the CHESHIRE ANCESTOR you will
find details of a competition that you can enter to tell us
about a ‘golden moment’ from your own research. I hope
as many of you as possible take up the challenge and give
the judges some difficult decisions to make.

I currently occupy a little of what spare time I have by
researching the history of the road where I live in West
Kirby, on the Wirral. I have found the Cheshire Electoral

Registers on Find My Past (FMP) very useful. They run from 1842 to 1900,
though I have only looked at those from 1875 onwards, as my road did not
exist before then. Later registers can be viewed at Cheshire Archives, but
names are listed in street order, so not as easy for family historians to use.

Despite what it says in the description of the dataset on FMP, they are not only
for the parliamentary elections which were, of course, restricted to male voters.
I have found registers for council elections, where every ratepayer and some
people in other odd categories were entitled to vote. Some women were
included, even some very poor ones. For instance, I found a widow living with
many children in a small terraced house, where she ran a laundry. As head of
household she paid rates, so could vote for local councillors. In wealthy
households you sometimes find the adult sons living at home and recorded as
lodgers in order to qualify to vote. They had to pay above a certain amount in
rent each year – one wonders whether any money ever actually changed hands
within a family. There are some interesting anomalies: for example, the Rector
had a vote as he was considered to be the ‘owner’ of the church.

Another point of interest is that a person could have more than one vote if they
qualified at more than one address. For example, if someone owned a property
but lived elsewhere in a rented property, they got a vote for each property; and
they sometimes could exercise the vote somewhere other than where it was
‘earned’. This continued for a long time – I remember that in the 1950s my
father had a second vote in Liverpool because the family firm owned a timber
yard there. Remember also that many very wealthy people lived in rented
property at that time. 
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Unfortunately, FMP has not made the registers particularly easy to use. They
cannot be browsed. In a search, the place (if you put it in) has to be exactly as
FMP has it, which varies from time to time as Electoral Districts and Wards
changed. For instance, West Kirby is usually West Kirby but sometimes Hoylake
cum West Kirby. If you just search for West Kirby you may get no results. As is
often the case, entering fewer details in a search often works better. 

As the electoral registers were recreated every year (more or less), they may
enable you to find out when your ancestors moved house with more accuracy.
The registers for Cheshire can be found at
https://search.findmypast.co.uk/search-world-Records/cheshire-electoral-registers

Happy searching!

Members’ Research Lookup Service

This is a free service for members only.

Upon request we will search our research resources (see the list on the FHSC
website) for specific information about one named person. For example: a
search for a marriage, baptism or burial record or a search for a memorial
inscription. We will also check other indexes we hold.

We will respond as quickly as possible but please remember that the
Research Centre is staffed by volunteers who have other duties.

Please note we cannot undertake in-depth family history research. Members
wanting that sort of service should engage a professional genealogist.

Requests can be submitted:

Online at www.fhsc.org.uk•
Log in to the website, then navigate to
SHOP > PRODUCTS > SERVICES > RESEARCH SERVICE.

By post•
Please remember to include your name, membership number, contact details
and a correctly stamped, addressed envelope (at least C5 size).
Requests should be posted to: Family History Society of Cheshire, Look up Service,
Mobberley Research Centre, Rajar Building, Town Lane, Mobberley, Cheshire,
WA16 7ER.
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Mobberley Research Centre
by Alan Jones

I would like to pay tribute to our team of volunteers who,
for five days a week, make our research facilities available
to members and non-members. Primarily, the volunteers
are there to help visitors with their research, but they also
look after the functional requirements. For example,
opening up the research rooms on time, and making sure
that the washing up has been done and all our equipment
is properly shut down before locking up. The Research
Centre could not operate without them.

Please come and make good use of our extensive resources if you can.  If you
travel a long way to Mobberley you may wish to make the most of your visit
by staying for the full six hours that we are open each weekday, 10.00am until
4.00pm, Monday to Friday.  You can make hot drinks whenever you wish and
there’s a really good sandwich shop across the road.

Joan Irving, our hard working librarian, reports that a Surrey member has
donated a copy of Holden’s 1811 London & UK Directory in 3 volumes, a very
useful follow on to our British Universal Directories of 1793-1798.

Further recent additions include monumental inscriptions for Saughall
Methodist Chapel and Saughall All Saints, both of which were previously
transcribed but unpublished. We also have copies of Stockport St. Thomas MIs
and Stockport Reddish Willow Grove cemetery records, both transcribed but
unpublished by the former North Cheshire FHS.

As mentioned in a recent talk given to the Macclesfield group by Liz de
Mercado, memorial inscriptions and cemetery records can be an invaluable
resource, supplying names of other relatives, married names of daughters, and
even dates and places of birth as well as death. If you are unable to visit
Mobberley to view our records, some of our previously-published MI records
for Cheshire are now available for purchase and instant download from our
website shop.

Research Centre News

Information about our research centres can be found at the end of the journal.
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Crewe Family History Unit
by Margaret Spate

In addition to our usual Monday and Tuesday openings we will open on the
following Saturday mornings, 9.30am – 12.30pm:

Sat 22nd June
Sat 13th July
No Saturday opening in August
Sat 7th. Sept

We can arrange other daytime openings for group visits - please contact me at
crewe@fhsc.org.uk

The library of the former Alsager Group of FHSC has been deposited in the
Family History Unit, and the updated list of holdings has been added to the
website - see Research Centres > Crewe Family History Unit > Holdings.

The team of volunteers is always there to help.

If possible, before travelling to the Crewe FHU please check the FHSC website
for the latest news, at www.fhsc.org.uk/research-centres/crewe-research-centre

In addition to the printed copy at Crewe, the library holdings list is available
on the FHSC website at www.fhsc.org.uk/holdings-crewe

We are hoping that the FHSC Crewe library will shortly have access to the
worldwide FMP data, the same as at Mobberley, but at the time of going to
press this has not yet been achieved. The reason is that the Crewe library does
not have an independent Internet connection (as is the case at Mobberley).

Proofreading and Copy-editing Services
Give yourself the edge!

Proofreading services at reasonable hourly rates.
Special rates for students.

Grammar, punctuation, ambiguity, clarity and accuracy all checked.
However long or short, be sure it is correct!

Contact me to discuss your project.

Suzie Woodward
Volunteer proof reader for the CHESHIRE ANCESTOR

Tel: 01856-831533 or Email: vestlaybanks@btinternet.com
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“A Golden Moment”

This is your opportunity to get into print! To commemorate the Society’s
Golden anniversary in 2019, the Society is launching a very special members’
competition.  Members are invited to submit an article to the competition for
publication in the CHESHIRE ANCESTOR. In addition to publication, the winner
will receive a £50 voucher to spend on FHSC Society publications, and a one-
year digital subscription to Family Tree Magazine kindly offered by Warners
Group Publications. Two runners-up will each receive a £25 voucher to spend
on FHSC Society publications.

The competition is open only to those who are current members of FHSC, and
who joined prior to 1 July 2019.  The article should be about “a golden
moment” in your family history journey. This could be about breaking
through a brick wall or an unexpected discovery related to the life of an
ancestor. Ancestors can be male or female and the article should explain your
special moment in your family history research.

Competition Rules

The completed article should be between 2,000 and 3,000 words in length.•
It should not have been previously published.
There does not need to be a Cheshire connection. •
Illustrations would be helpful and are encouraged, but permission should•
be obtained from the copyright holder and an attribution for each image
supplied if illustrations are not originals produced by the author.
Sources should be given at the end of your work but not included in the•
overall word count.
Members may submit more than one entry – but if so, successive items•
should not refer to the same individuals/family group.  Any subsequent
entries dealing with the same individual(s) will be discounted.
Your name, postal address, email (if applicable) and membership number•
should be shown at the beginning of your submission.
There will be four judges, appointed by the officers of FHSC. The judges’•
decision will be final.
Society Officers (listed inside the front cover of the journal), Group•
Leaders and competition judges may not enter the competition.

Members’ Competition
Celebrating the 50th Anniversary of FHSC
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The judges will be looking for a well-researched biography/article that•
reaches well beyond GRO and census entries. It should also be an
entertaining and informative read. The marking scheme is noted below. 
The winning entries will be published in the CHESHIRE ANCESTOR.  If•
opportunity arises, a separate publication of the best entries will be
produced to mark the 50th Anniversary of the Family History Society of
Cheshire. By entering the competition, you agree to the production and
distribution of any such publication by the Society.
Entries should be submitted electronically as a MS Word (or Open Office)•
document with any illustrations as separate high-resolution JPG files.
Alternatively, those who do not use computers may submit as typed text,
with quality copies (not originals) of illustrations.
Entries should be sent to David Smetham, Little Trees, Gawsworth Road,•
Gawsworth, Macclesfield, SK11 9RA, UK
or by email to contactus@fhsc.org.uk
Please include the words “FHSC Golden Anniversary Competition” on
the envelope or in the subject line.
Entries can be submitted at any time but must be received at the latest by•
31st August 2019.  Results will be announced at the FHSC AGM/Annual
Members’ Day in November 2019.

Marking Scheme

Entries will be marked out of ten on the following points:

Are sources shown at the end of the article? Are source citations sufficiently1
noted to be able to identify the source? 
Tidy layout, i.e. appearance of document as presented for judging.2
Grammar and spelling.3
Is the article an interesting read, or was it a chore?  Was it a list of events4
rather than an enjoyable narrative?
Relevance to the competition theme.  Is the subject and their family well5
portrayed?
Use of published resources.  Are there quotes from published material e.g.6
website or book?  Does the article draw on these, or are they just quotes?
If there are quotes, are they part of the story?
Has a variety of sources been used or is the article reliant on memories or7
items not in the public domain which cannot be checked?
Are illustrations relevant to the article or simply there to beautify?8
Judge's personal marks - for things not covered by the other points above.9

We hope members will take up this challenge - we look forward to receiving
your entries and reading about your own ‘Golden Moment.’ Good luck!



CHESHIRE ANCESTOR June 201910

For news of family history events, see the online calendar
http://geneva.weald.org.uk/

Family History Events

Lancashire Archives Family History Fridays
Second Friday of each month

Lancashire Record Office, Bow Lane, Preston, PR1 2RE
9.30-12.00: Helpdesk; 12.30-1.30: Talk; 2.00- 3.30: Using the Searchroom

e.g. Friday 14th June: Our ancestors' Lancashire schooldays.
Booking essential for Talk and Using the Searchroom sessions

Email: record.office@lancashire.gov.uk
www.lancashire.gov.uk/archives   Tel: 01772 533039 (Tuesday-Friday)

The Genealogy Show 2019
10.00am to 5.00pm, Friday 7th - Saturday 8th June 2019

The NEC, Birmingham, B40 1NT
Admission £15 per day or £25 for a two-day pass

Includes talks, exhibition stands, one free 20 min consultation per day
www.thegenealogyshow.uk

The Family History Show, York
10.00am - 4.30pm, Saturday 22nd June 2019

The Knavesmire Exhibition Centre, The Racecourse, York, YO23 1EX.
Free on-site car parking - Free talks - exhibition stands

Admission £5 - online advance booking offer, buy two tickets for £7.50
https://thefamilyhistoryshow.com/york/

The Family History Show, South-West
10.00am - 4.30pm, Saturday 6th July 2019

UWE Exhibition and Conference Centre
Filton Rd, Stoke Gifford, Bristol, BS34 8QZ

Free on-site car parking - Free talks - exhibition stands
Admission £6 - online advance booking offer £5.50 or two tickets for £8

https://thefamilyhistoryshow.com/south-west/
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Society of Genealogists Half-Day courses, e.g.
“Researching World War II Servicemen and Women” by Simon Fowler

Saturday 7th September 2019
Charterhouse Buildings, Goswell Road, London EC1M 7BA

Booking essential, £20 (discount for SoG members)
www.sog.org.uk/books-courses/events-courses

Wirral Archives Service History Workshop
2pm on the first Thursday of the month Mar-Nov - booking essential.

e.g. 1st Aug “Rock Ferry: The Changing Years” by Mary Ward
Lower Ground Floor Conference Room, Cheshire Lines Building,

Canning Street, Birkenhead, CH41 1ND
Booking essential - contact the Archivist, William Meredith

Tel.: 0151 606 2929   Email: archives@wirral.gov.uk
www.wirral.gov.uk/libraries-and-archives/wirral-archives-service

Guild of One-Name Studies Seminar:
Maritime Aspects of Yorkshire

9.30am - 5.00pm, Saturday 3rd August, 2019
The Community House, Porthome Road, Selby YO8 4QQ

Booking essential - Non-members welcome
https://one-name.org/events/?mc_id=1022   Tel: 0800 011 2182

The Family History Show, London
10.00am - 4.30pm, Saturday 24th August 2019

Sandown Park Racecourse, Portsmouth Rd, Esher KT10 9AJ.
Free shuttle bus from Esher station - Free on-site car parking - Free talks
Admission £8 - online advance booking offer £6.50 or two tickets for £10

https://thefamilyhistoryshow.com/london/

Buckinghamshire Family History Society Open Day
10.00am - 4.00pm, Saturday 27th July 2019

The Grange School, Wendover Way, Aylesbury, HP21 7NH
Free admission - Free car parking - Light refreshments available

Consult our names database (over five million entries)
Buy our publications        www.bucksfhs.org.uk
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Rootstech, London
Thurs-Sat 24th-26th October 2019

ExCeL London Convention centre, Royal Victoria Dock, London E16 1XL
The world’s largest family history conference is coming to London!

https://www.rootstech.org/london

Cheshire History Day
“Great Estates of Cheshire - Then and Now”

Sat 26th October 2019
Winsford Lifestyle Centre, The Drumber, Winsford, CW7 1AD

www.cheshirehistory.org.uk

FHSC Website Shop

The website shop is now fully open for business. You must be registered on
the website and logged in to buy items from the shop. 
Several products are now available as pdf downloads. Prices start at just £1
and payment is by card, enabling distant and overseas customers to buy
without the expense of delivery charges and difficulty of obtaining sterling
cheques. One free item is available so that buyers can familiarise themselves
with the purchase, checkout and file download process risk-free - no
payment details will be requested if that is the only item ‘purchased.’
More information is in the website FAQ at www.fhsc.org.uk/faq#faq_38

FHSC Golden Anniversary and AGM
Sat 2nd November 2019

at Lion Salt Works Museum, Northwich (to be confirmed).
A special all-day event for members, with talks and complimentary light

refreshments to celebrate the 50th anniversary of the FHSC.
Full details will be published in the September issue.

All members are warmly invited to attend this “Golden” celebration.

U3A Family History Conference
Sat 21st September 2019 at The Palace Hotel, BUXTON, SK17 6AG

Talks on Mill Workers, Railway Workers, Migration, Graveyards
All welcome - Tickets £23 incl tea/coffee and 2-course buffet lunch

Booking essential - closing date for booking 31st August 2019
For more details and booking form email taylor.ian9@gmail.com
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News from Cheshire Archives

A new version of the Cheshire Tithe Maps website is now available at.
https://maps.cheshireeast.gov.uk/tithemaps/

The project to locate and add details of Cheshire’s surviving manorial
records to the national Manorial Documents Register is now complete. See

https://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/manor-search

In its annual Accessions to Repositories survey, The National Archives collects
information from over two hundred record repositories throughout the
British Isles - including Cheshire Archives - about manuscript accessions
received in the previous year. These are included in the National Archives
catalogue Discovery. Lists of accessions dating back to 1994 can be viewed
by subject or by repository at www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/accessions

Family History News

Remember, if you don’t have a subscription to
Ancestry, Find My Past or The Genealogist, our
Research Centres have free access to most records.

London FamilySearch Centre

The London FamilySearch Centre, which operated at The National  Archives
in Kew, closed on Saturday 23 March 2019. However, TNA has agreed to
become a FamilySearch Affiliate Library and will provide continued access
to all the digitised records that FamilySearch makes available. These include
many which for contractual reasons it is not possible to consult at home.

FamilySearch volunteers will no longer be present at Kew, but otherwise
the service will be much the same as before. Access to FamilySearch records
is free of charge but visitors need a free FamilySearch account, which is easy
to set up on the FamilySearch website at any time.

The location of your nearest FamilySearch Centre or Affiliate Library may
be found on the FamilySearch website at www.familysearch.org/locations
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1921 Census Proposals Announced

On 27 February 2019, this announcement was published on the National
Archives website:

The contract to publish the 1921 Census online has been awarded to FindMyPast,
in association with the Office for National Statistics (ONS). The 1921 census, which
was the first to be conducted following the introduction of the Census Act of 1920,
will be published in January 2022. Taken on 19 June 1921, it consists of more than
28,000 bound volumes of original household returns containing detailed information
on close to thirty-eight million individuals.

This census provides greater detail than any previously published, as in addition to
the questions asked in 1911, the 1921 returns also asked householders to reveal their
place of employment, what materials they worked in and their employer’s name.
Those aged 15 and older were required to provide information about their marital
status, including if divorced, while for those under 15 the census recorded whether
both parents were alive or if either or both had died.

Ancestry
To see a list of all record sets included on the Ancestry website, go to
http://search.ancestry.co.uk/search/cardcatalog.aspx.
Click on Sort by > Date Updated to see the latest additions.

To find out what’s new at Ancestry, see www.ancestry.co.uk/cs/recent-collections

UK, WWII Alien Internees, 1939-1945
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/ukalieninternees/
Details of foreign nationals interned by the British government during World
War Two. Internment started immediately following the outbreak of war in
September 1939, with a small number of Germans being sent to tribunals for
assessment as a potential danger to the country. This was expanded to
Austrians in May 1940, and then to Italians later the same year.

Worldwide
For those with worldwide subscriptions, Ancestry has recently added
census records for Norway dated 1891, 1900 and 1910 (in Norwegian) and
for Vienne, France, dated 1896 and Hautes-Alpes, France, dated 1836, 1856,
1876 and 1896 (in French).
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The Genealogist

To see what’s new at The Genealogist, go to www.thegenealogist.co.uk/news
To see a full list of holdings, go to www.thegenealogist.co.uk/coverage

Selected Recent Additions and Updates

Map Explorer
Map Explorer shows you historic maps over modern maps, allowing you to
see how an area changed over time. The software also provides access to
mapped record sets such as the Lloyd George “Domesday” 1910 valuation
records, or the georeferenced Tithe Maps (coming soon). These have the
ability to show map markers that link directly to records.

WWII Casualty Lists
TheGenealogist has added more than a million entries for British Army
personnel recorded in Second World War Casualty Lists, sourced from
collection WO 417 held at The National Archives.

Find My Past (FMP)

To see a list of all record sets included on the FindMyPast website, go to
http://search.findmypast.co.uk/historical-records.

To see what’s new at FindMyPast, go to www.findmypast.co.uk/whats-new or
https://blog.findmypast.co.uk/latest-records/

Selected Recent Additions and Updates

Britain, Directories and Almanacs Collection
https://search.findmypast.co.uk/search-world-Records/britain-directories-and-
almanacs
Explore more than 800 almanacs and directories from across Great Britain.
The collection includes trade directories, county guides and almanacs.

U.S. Servicemen in North Devon 1943-45
https://search.findmypast.co.uk/search-world-Records/us-servicemen-in-north-
devon-england-1943-1945
Explore lists of over 5,000 U.S. servicemen who were stationed at the Assault
Training Centre in North Devon, which was set up in 1942. The records
consist of original visitor books kept by the local servicemen's club, which
recorded the servicemen's name, date of signing, service number, location
details, hometown, and state, although not all servicemen signed in.
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by Jean Jones

This service enables members to share Birth, Marriage and Death certificate
information. Due to current legislation, only information from certificates over
100 years old can be supplied. Members can obtain a transcription of a
certificate by sending your name, membership number, and identifying the
required certificate from the published list:

by email to editor@fhsc.org.uk (marked for the attention of Jean Jones,•
Certificate Exchange)
by post (please include a stamped self-addressed envelope) to Jean•
Jones, 2 Lytham Rd, Ashton in Makerfield, Wigan WN4 9RU.

Unwanted certificates should be sent to the above address. Please ensure you
use the correct postage rate for the envelope size and weight. If in doubt, please
ask at your local Post Office. Certificates over 100 years old will be listed in the
CHESHIRE ANCESTOR as soon as possible after receipt. Other certificates will be
held until such time as legislation allows them to be listed.
Thank you for donating unwanted certificates to the FHSC.
Certificate type: B= birth; M=marriage; D=death

Certificate Exchange

BOLTON Thomas H. M 1913 Dec 13 To Edith Brotherton. Son of Thomas
H. Bolton. Blackburn LAN.

BROTHERTON Edith. M 1913 Dec 13 To Thomas H. Bolton. Dau. Of John
Brotherton. dec. Blackburn LAN.

CALLWOOD Ellen D 1859 Nov 22 Age 75 yrs. Widow of William
Callwood. Knutsford CHS.

CALLWOOD Sarah D 1844 Feb 2 Age 80 yrs. Knutsford CHS. Knutsford CHS.

CALLWOOD Sarah D 1877 Jul 6 Age 68 yrs. Wife of Henry Callwood. Alderley CHS.

DALE Joseph D 1872 April 18 Age 77 yrs. Present William Dale. Alderley CHS.

DALE Mary D 1873 Mar 16 Age 77 yrs. Widow of Joseph Dale. Alderley CHS.

DAVIES Elizabeth M 1859 Nov 20 To Joseph Newton. Dau John Davies. Northwich CHS.

FLEET William H. B 1859 Jul 12 To Henry & Kate formerly Bowen. Chester CHS.

HAMPSON Ann D 1903 Mar 17 Age 72 yrs. Widow of George
Hampson. Hyde CHS.
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HENLEY Sarah J. D 1869 Jan 2 Age 18 months. Dau. Of James
Henley dec. Sarah Henley present. Tranmere CHS.

HINDLEY James D 1873 Sep 16 Age 11 yrs. Son of Thomas Hindley.
Present Emma Hindley. Birkenhead CHS.

HINDLEY John B 1853 May 29 To James & Sarah formerly Jones. Hawarden CHS/FLN.

HOWARD Margaret D 1868 Sep 1 Age 23 yrs. Wife of Daniel Howard. Woodchurch CHS.

HULF Stephens D 1869 Mar 14. Age 3 months. Son of William Hulf.Harriett Hulf present. Lambeth SRY.

MITCHELL -----    Girl. B 1903 Jan 28 To James W. & Emily C formerly
Locke. Acton MDX.

MITCHELL Lilian G. B 1903 Oct 19 To Francis T. & Alice C. Mundin! Islington. LONDON.

MITCHELL Priscilla B 1904 Oct 7 To John & Elizabeth formerly
Snellings. Isleworth MDX.

NEWTON John M 1870 Sep 7 To Emma Riding. Son of Thomas
Newton. Northwich CHS.

NEWTON Joseph M 1859 Nov 20 To Elizabeth Davies. Son of Thomas
Newton. Northwich CHS.

ORMES Ernest D 1904 Jul 22.
Age 9 yrs. Son of Robert Ormes.
The mark of Grace J Ormes,
mother.

Runcorn CHS.

ORMES James D 1889 May 14 Age 17 yrs. Killed in a fight by
Thomas Moore, manslaughter. Runcorn CHS.

PERRIN Elizabeth D 1844 May 19 Age 63 yrs. Widow of Thomas
Perrin. Alderley CHS.

RIDING Emma M 1870 Sep 7 To John Newton. Dau of William
Riding. Northwich CHS.

SHEPPARD Frederick T. B 1899 Feb 8 To William & Mary A formerly
Jimson. Fulham LONDON.

THOMPSON John B 1844 Aug 11 To Peter & Mary formerly Lythgoe. Runcorn CHS.
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Book Reviews

by Lyn McCulloch

Newly published items on genealogical or Cheshire subjects are
welcomed for review. Please send to Lyn McCulloch, Barrymore,
Marbury Road, Comberbach, Northwich, CW9 6AU.
After review, items are given to a Society library or group.

If you wish to purchase a book (or other items) online,
please consider registering with the fundraising website
Give As You Live at www.giveasyoulive.com/join/fhsc-
macclesfield. Shopping via this website generates a
donation to the FHSC at no cost to you.

Chester at War by Mike Royden
Review by Peter Ramsden

A book of no more than 124 pages (including illustrations)
is going to be hard-pressed to cover the impact of two world
wars on Chester.  The potential reader should therefore
expect no more than an overview of events in the city’s
history during these two periods of great turmoil.  As the
author himself points out, there are more detailed books
available on Chester in each of the two world wars – Chester
in the Great War by Susan Chambers (2015) and What Did
You Do in the War, Deva? by Emma Stuart and Michael
Lewis (2005).

The author of this book is a local man who runs his own history website and
has published other books on the history of the north-west.  He has wisely not
adopted a chronological approach; instead he focuses on various themes, which
he hopes provides a useful parallel study to the two books mentioned above.
For the First World War he addresses mobilisation for war, the home front,
conscription and objection, prisoners of war, Chester’s four Victoria Cross
heroes and the effects of the armistice on the city.  For the Second World War
he covers the concept of the phoney war, the role of Western Command (which
had its headquarters in Chester) and how VE Day was celebrated in Chester.

The book is well illustrated with a good selection of contemporary photos, some
of which I had not seen before.  The longer First World War section of the book
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includes many quotations from contemporary local newspaper reports.  The
shorter Second World War section of the book includes significant excerpts
from the diary of Lance-Corporal Nora Gopsill, born and raised in Birkenhead,
who served as a Royal Signals technician in Headquarters Western Command,
in Chester, for several years during the Second World War.  Reading this book
may well encourage you to delve further into Chester’s wartime history.

Amberley Publishing, 2019. Paperback ,128 pages, £15.99
ISBN: 978-1-4456-7524-4

No Ordinary Surgeon: the life and times of William Binley Dickinson
by Dorothy Bentley Smith
Review by Peter Ramsden

Dorothy Bentley Smith’s book is a biography of a
surgeon named William Binley Dickinson (1789-1870), a
Leicestershire man whose name seemed of little significance,
as the author comments in her introduction.  Dickinson
settled in Macclesfield around 1813 and some twenty
years later befriended an artistically talented younger
man, Thomas Thornycroft (1815-85), who was initially
apprenticed to another surgeon in the town but after a
change of career direction went on to become one of
Britain’s greatest sculptors of the Victorian age.

The seed that grew into this weighty book was an invitation to research two
marble busts, now in Macclesfield Town Hall.  It was already known that the
sculptor of the busts was Thomas Thornycroft and that one of them was a
likeness of William Binley Dickinson.

Although ostensibly a biography of one man, there are actually two men
centre-stage in this book.  Dorothy Bentley Smith also describes a broad
historical background for these two characters which, because of Dickinson’s
eclectic personality and interests, ranges across astonishing stories of
bodysnatching, epidemics of cholera, Egyptology, the founding and
development of the British Museum and the effects of parliamentary reform
on the politics of the borough of Macclesfield.  This is a rich brew, informed
by the author’s detailed reading of contemporary local newspapers and other
surviving documents.

There is too much to absorb in a single reading and, at 598 pages in length, this
is not a quick read.  The book includes photographs of a selection of
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Thornycroft’s work (including equestrian statues of Queen Victoria and Prince
Albert, the latter in Liverpool) and of key locations in Dickinson’s life and
medical career, including his surgery in Macclesfield (now a Wetherspoon’s
pub).  A lengthy set of notes and references evidences the author’s detailed
research for this book.

Amberley Publishing, 2017. Hardcover, 624 pages, £30 
ISBN: 978-1-4456-7640-1

Widnes History Tour by Jean and John Bradburn
Review by Lyn McCulloch

Jean and John have answered my plea and given us a
pocket sized guide to Widnes and its history. Like the
Runcorn book, it is well illustrated with wonderful old
photographs and some more modern views. Sadly many
of the old buildings have now gone. Places like Spike
Island, once an industrial site, are now recreational areas
and havens for wildlife. My only niggle was that “Snig
Pie” was eel pie, folks, rather than shrimp! Enjoy! 

Amberley Publishing, 2018. Paperback, 96 pages, £7.99 
ISBN: 978-1-4456-7857-3 

The Suffragette’s Secret by Nathan Dylan Goodwin
Review by Jackie Jones

This story is one of an ongoing series, the Morton Farrier,
Forensic Genealogy Stories, which are works of fiction but
based on research into real events.

The Suffragette’s Secret is a short story set, initially, in the
household of Morton Farrier, Forensic Genealogist, and we
learn about his family within the first few pages. Morton is
researching the family history of his wife, Jeannette, as a gift
in anticipation of the birth of their first baby.

We follow Morton’s investigations, both online, using
Ancestry and FindMyPast, and through visits to Kew and the local archives in
Brighton.  Morton finds that his wife’s great-grandmother, Grace Emmerson,
was a suffragette – and a bit of a militant one at that!  The story weaves between
what Morton learns about Grace, and a contemporary account of events which
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traces her escapades in the suffragette movement: demonstrations, prison,
force-feeding and all the other aspects of the ladies who valiantly fought for
the vote.  The actual “secret” quoted in the title was one which I hadn’t seen
coming when I arrived at the end of the story, so I found this a very interesting
and illuminating piece. 

The book finishes with an explanation of the documentation which the author
discovered on his forays into the online databases and archives – who the
people mentioned in the story were and who were fictional.

All in all, I found this a very easy and interesting read.  Tied in with the factual
information, the story was engaging and entertaining.  I just wish I had
ancestors who were as interesting!

CreateSpace Independent Publishing Platform, 2018
Available in paperback (with The Wicked Trade; 386 pages, £10.99) or Kindle
format (120 pages, £2.29) through the author’s website:
www.nathandylangoodwin.com/the-suffragette-s-secret

The Cheshire BMD Project

Cheshire BMD has been in operation since 2000 and is still a work in
progress. It's a project to transcribe the original birth, marriage and death
indexes held by the local register offices. All the work is carried out by
volunteers. Over the years many people have acted as transcribers and others
have volunteered as project coordinators.

Can you help? We are trying to revitalise the BMD project within Cheshire
and restart transcription work in the offices where the previous volunteers
have retired. Each register office has different facilities, so it's not possible to
state exactly what the work would entail, but if you think you would like to
help, and you are willing to approach your local register office to get things
started, then please let us know. The basic transcription work would be to
transcribe indexes into a computer spreadsheet. Wirral and Tameside are
two of the currently active areas. 

The website is at http://CheshireBMD.org.uk/
Contact us by emailing info@localbmd.org.uk
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Dear Rosie,

I was interested to read the item about
weights and measures in the
December issue. I am certain that the
Joseph SAUL referred to was the
headmaster of Green Row Academy
in Cumberland. The school, located
between Blitterlees and Silloth, had
been founded by one John DRAPE in
about 1780. John DRAPE’s father
(another John) had run a
mathematical school at Whitehaven
and was the publisher of two books
on the subject in the mid-1700s. 

Joseph SAUL, a member of a
prominent Quaker family, became
headmaster when John DRAPE died
in 1795 and ran the school for almost
fifty years. It attracted pupils from all
parts of the British Isles, and some
from overseas, and it is said that by
1811 there were 135 boys on the
register. Fees were twenty-five

guineas (£26 5s.) a year. [A Guinea was
£1 1s.] The wide range of subjects
taught included mathematics,
navigation and astronomy, as well as
English, Latin, French, Greek and
Spanish. On Joseph’s death in 1842 he
was succeeded by his son, John.

My interest in the school results from
working on the diary of Tryall
HOLCROFT (1809-1880), about which
I gave a talk to the Macclesfield group
of the FHSC in July 2011. Tryall was
educated at Green Row for four years
from the age of ten. Surprisingly, in all
that time Tryall never saw either of his
parents, spending all his holidays
with the SAUL family. However, it is
clear from his writings in the diary
that the school gave him a very good
grounding in Maths and English.

Ron Thorn
Member 2661

Letter to the Editor

“ACORNS”
3 STAINING RISE
STAINING
BLACKPOOL  FY3 0BU

Lancashire and Cheshire-interest
secondhand books my speciality

Tel: 01253 886103
email: landypublishing@yahoo.co.uk
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If you are puzzling over a family history problem relating to Cheshire or elsewhere,
why not ask on our website forum (www.fhsc.org.uk/forum), or send it to the Editor,
and see if other members can help? For queries printed in the journal, you must give
permission for your name, membership number and postal and/or email addresses to
be printed so members can contact you.

If you are able to help with any of the following requests, please reply direct; if no postal
address is given and you do not use a computer, please post your reply to the Editor,
marked ‘For the Attention of’ and the name and membership number of the enquirer.

English ancestors and the American Civil War

Whilst researching an ancestor’s “American period” from the mid-1800s, I was
surprised to find he had enlisted in a New York regiment and fought on the
side of the Union.  This discovery led me to an online discussion with a
gentleman in the UK who is currently researching the graves of American Civil
War veterans on mainland UK.  He tells me there are a good number buried in
this area, some already located and others yet to be found. 

He asks whether any of our volunteers or members would be willing to assist
in this search, or have any information which may help him in his quest? He
appears to have a lot of information about Englishmen who served in the
American Civil War, which could be a help to anyone interested in this aspect
of their research.

Please contact me if you are interested in this subject or would like to help.

Maurice Stokes 
Gift Aid Officer
painter022@yahoo.com

Help Wanted

Emigration to Canada, 1910
Member Midge Broadhurst
found this advert in the
Northwich Guardian, 8th Jan
1910, on FindMyPast.
She says, “This may explain
why some of us have links to
Canada!”
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Who can you believe?

by Gren Dix
Member 4174

For many years I tried to find the antecedents of Walter ABBOTT, born about
1841. From later census records I knew approximately where and when he was
born but there is no GRO entry for his birth. Indeed, eventually I found his
baptism – but he was aged about 10 by then. Years ago, I ordered his marriage
certificate from the GRO to find his father’s forename. This hand-written
transcription stated he was Richard ABBOTT. I scoured early census records
to no avail; the nearest I could find was a Walter ABBOTT with father Robert.
Recently, on a genealogical site, I found a scan of the original marriage
certificate, presumably from the local parish marriage register. This showed
his father’s name to be Robert, not Richard! One would hope that a certificate
purchased from the GRO would be correct – but perhaps not in this case.

Is this an isolated incident? I think not. In the parish register for Larling,
Norfolk is the marriage of my great-grandmother:

Mary Ann signed her name as BROCK - but the GRO index shows:
1858 Q2 Wayland 4b 44: Robert KIDD and Mary Ann BROOK

Confirmation of the correct surname is found on the birth certificate of my
grandfather, which gives his mother’s maiden name as BROCK.

So who are we to believe when searching for our ancestors?
Ed.: The GRO copy may have been mis-transcribed by the clerk supplying the certificate
to Gren, or perhaps their copy really does name him as Richard? See the next article.

Page No Date Name Age Father’s name
22 43 23/5/58 Robert KIDD 23 William KIDD, Labourer

Mary Ann BROCK 19 George FULLER, Bricklayer
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by Dave Williams
Member 7539

Apart from wishing to avoid the cost of purchasing marriage certificates (for
England and Wales) from the General Register Office (GRO), it is worth
remembering that the copies of marriage records provided by the GRO are
NOT the same as the images available on microfilm or genealogy websites.

Since the start of civil registration in 1837, when a couple married in the Church
of England the priest acted as state registrar for the purpose of recording the
civil (i.e. legal) marriage, as well as performing the religious ceremony. The
couple, the witnesses and the priest signed the certificate and the register
during the service. Just after the end of the quarter, a written COPY of each of
the register entries for that quarter was sent to the register office. This copy
may have been prepared up to three months after the marriage took place, and
may have been made by someone other than the priest who performed the
ceremony, although it was supposed to be a true copy of the original. The
microfilmed version of a marriage register is an image of the ORIGINAL
register. The certificate you can purchase from GRO is an image of the quarterly
COPY. One difference is obvious – the original has several different specimens
of handwriting, while the copy is normally made out by one person. 

This procedure is still in use today. From 1898, churches of other denominations
were allowed apply for a licence to follow this procedure, although many still
use the services of a state registrar.

If you have purchased a certificate from GRO and have difficulty reading some
detail, it is worth looking at a microfilm of the original register, on which the
detail may be easier to read. In any case, it is always good practice to consult
the earliest available or original version of a record, to avoid potential errors
made in copying.

Sometimes you may even find a little more information. Amendments may
have been made to the original before the quarterly copy was prepared. I have
seen a case where the name of a father of the bride (with a different surname)
has been entered in the original register and then crossed out. Was this just
entered by mistake? Or was it a truth not acknowledged by the father
concerned and needing to be suppressed?

Marriage Register Copies
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Editor’s Note:
It’s always worth bearing in mind the circumstances under which any record
is created. A similar process occurs during the creation of GRO copies of birth
and death registrations: these are written in the registers of local register offices
and every three months copies are submitted to the GRO. Thus the ‘original’
remains in the local register office and a copy is held by the GRO. If the GRO
is unable to provide a photocopy or scan of this record, it is copied again by
hand onto a certificate form, as was the case with Gren’s marriage certificate
for Walter ABBOTT, thus providing two opportunities for his father’s name to
be accidentally changed from Robert to Richard.

The best way to minimise these copying errors is to order certificates directly
from the local register office where the event took place. This can often be done
via the UKBMD website www.ukbmd.org.uk/local_bmd, which includes links to
all known local registration services which have online indexes to their birth,
marriage and death registers. For those local websites which are part of the
Local BMD project, the website will even generate an order form, already filled
in, for you to send to the registrar; some also have the option of placing your
order online. The fee is £11, the same as a certificate from the GRO (although
for older births and deaths, a digital copy from the GRO costs only £7). 

The Local BMD project has its roots in Cheshire, which was the first county to
provide online indexes to local BMD registers, created by members of our
society using a website first set up (and still run by) one of our members, Ian
Hartas, in 2000. Not all records have been indexed yet, and the project is
ongoing, so do check which dates are included and consider volunteering to
help with indexing if the record you want is not yet indexed.

If the record you require is not listed in one of the online indexes, you will have
to contact the local register office which you believe holds the appropriate
register and find out how to purchase a certificate.

If you are not sure of the correct register office for a location, you can find out
using the Gen UKI gazetteer at www.genuki.org.uk/gazetteer.
Type in the place, then in the last box (Show results as) choose 2. Tabular list...
Find the correct location from the resulting list (if more than one exists) and
click on the Parish or Township name.
Click on Civil Registration. This will show you the registration district(s) for that
location, and the applicable date(s).
The registration district can then be found on the UKBMD website at
www.ukbmd.org.uk/reg to obtain the register office now holding the registers;
contact details are at www.genuki.org.uk/big/eng/civreg/RegOffice/RegOffice2
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Cheaper by the (Half) Dozen Pt 2

by Vera Higginbotham
Member  9351

Email alanandveronica@gmail.com

Ed.: The challenge set by Gren Dix in the last issue of the CHESHIRE ANCESTOR, to
better his total of six members of the same family baptised on the same day, has been
well and truly beaten. The following family was also submitted by John Ellis.

In reply to the challenge for the most children from the same family baptised
on the same day, here is my contribution. On 7th April 1835, eleven of the
fourteen children of my 3x great-grandparents, Sarah (née FIDLER) and Peter
GOSLING, farmers of Bullock Smithy, near Stockport, Cheshire, were baptised
at the parish church of St Thomas, in the village.

Birth Date Forenames Parents
14 Jan 1813 James Peter and Sarah GOSLING
10 Mar 1815 William Peter and Sarah GOSLING
28 Jan 1818 Peter Peter and Sarah GOSLING
21 Dec 1820 Elisabeth Peter and Sarah GOSLING
9 Aug 1822 Richard Peter and Sarah GOSLING
23 Aug 1824 John Peter and Sarah GOSLING
21 Feb 1826 Joseph Peter and Sarah GOSLING
5 May 1828 George Peter and Sarah GOSLING
1 Dec 1829 Sarah Peter and Sarah GOSLING
12 Apr 1831 Mary Ann Peter and Sarah GOSLING
6 May 1833 Josiah Peter and Sarah GOSLING

Peter and Sarah’s grandson, John, son of Jane and James GOSLING, was also
baptised on that day.

Bullock Smithy was made up of a number of hamlets which joined together to
form the village. The GOSLING family lived in Bosden and the church of St
Thomas, which was in Norbury, opened in 1834. This replaced a small chapel
built in 1485, which was described in the early 1800s by an inspector from
Chester as a wretched building, little better than a stable.
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The Vicar appointed was a young man in his early twenties who was obviously
very enthusiastic about his calling, as he baptised another seventeen children
on the same day. 

In 1836 the village changed its name to Hazel Grove and it is now part of
Greater Manchester. The church is still a big part of life in Hazel Grove today
and is generally known as Norbury parish church. The church has a website
which includes an indexed list of burials in the churchyard, maps, and many
of the memorial  inscriptions, so if you think you have anyone buried here it is
well worth a visit: www.norburychurch.org.uk/resources/find-a-grave

"Oh, no she didn't!" 
19th Century Terraced Housing

by Peter Deakin
Member no. 8270

Helen Mollart's account of seeking out the FOLCARELLI family (CHESHIRE
ANCESTOR, vol. 49, no. 3, pp 33-38) proved enjoyable reading.  However, her
claim that Grandma sold penny licks ..... from the back door of their back-to-back
terrace home was not physically possible - I shall show why this was the case.

A back-to-back house did not have a back door.  Such houses shared party
walls on three sides of their floor plan, and the door and windows could be
found only on the front wall, facing on to the street.  Therefore, there was no
back door.  Such houses were mainly, but not exclusively, a feature of the late
18th - 19th century.

Early back-to-backs such as were constructed in many industrial towns in the
Midlands and North during the late 18th century were often conversions in
the yards to the rear of existing terraced houses.  Entry to the yards would be
by a ginnel, or alley, between the houses, and the yards of adjacent properties
would be separated by walls.  One-sided houses were built to line the sides of
the yards, backing on to the dividing walls.  As more property owners did this,
there developed a pattern of back-to-back houses in little courtyards, accessed
via ginnels leading from the main streets.

There were purpose-built back-to-back houses, sometimes involving the
conversion of a row of houses with front and back access by building a second
row directly onto the back of the first row.  As a result, neither row of houses
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Image: Beresford, M., East End, West End: The Face of Leeds During Urbanisation 1684–1842
(Leeds: The Thoresby Society / Leeds Historical Society, 1988), 203

then had back doors.  Increasingly, new-build back-to-backs appeared, such
as this example in Leeds, where Union Court gave access to the rear back-to-
backs and cellar dwellings:

Elsewhere, blocks of houses were built,
usually with communal privies.
However, in places like Leeds, better
quality blocks were being built,
sometimes with front gardens, and with
basement wash houses and toilet
facilities.  This continued into the
twentieth century, and in Leeds in 2019
over 19,000 of this type of property are
still in good order and are inhabited.
Nationally, opposition to back-to-backs
increased from about 1840, in part a
response to the cholera epidemics of the
time.  There was still a major concern
about airborne disease, and these
houses were said to be poorly
ventilated.  In addition, such properties
tended to be overcrowded and
crammed together in the poorer parts of
a town.  Legislation was slow to come
in, and was often discretionary.
Different localities moved at different
speeds to curb their construction or,

Cross-section of
a pair of back-to-back houses

Image: Courtesy of 
Manchester Archives & Local Studies



subsequently, to demolish them in
slum clearance programmes.  Some
towns never had this type of
property. 

In her article, Helen Mollart is
probably referring to a typical, mid-
19th century onwards terraced
house, where there was a back door
leading on to a back yard.  The yard
usually led, through a gate, onto a
back-entry, entry or backs, to use
the terminology of my 1950s
childhood.  This created the street
plan of most industrial towns, and the maps of the time show clearly that each
house in each street had front and back access.  These houses tended to be built
on new land, as the towns expanded.

This 1891 map of part of
Warrington shows this clearly, and
it also shows how each house had
its own rear yard or garden.

Too often, people apply the term
'back-to-back' to describe any sort
of terraced housing of the 19th
century industrial era, either to
create a heightened picture of
poverty and poor conditions or
simply due to a lack of knowledge
of the distinctive features of this
type of property.

Further information

Joanne Harrison (2017) The Origin, Development and Decline of Back-to-Back
Houses in Leeds, 1787–1937, Industrial Archaeology Review, 39:2, 101-116,
DOI: https://doi.org/10.1080/03090728.2017.1398902 - This useful article is
available through open access.

The National Trust, Birmingham back-to-backs:
www.nationaltrust.org.uk/birmingham-back-to-backs
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Stanley Terrace, Leeds, 1950s:
block of eight superior back-to-back houses.
Image courtesy of Leeds Library & Information

Services: Leodis Collection

Image:  Ordnance Survey, Lancashire Sheet CIX. 13,
1891, courtesy of Warrington Central Library
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by Mike Hodgkinson
Member 7929

The name of my father’s paternal grandmother was Ann (Annie). He called
her Grannie Grosvenor to distinguish her from his other grandmother, because
she lived in Grosvenor Street in Leek, Staffordshire.

My father knew he had an Uncle Gilbert HODGKINSON.  Using this
information, I was able to find the family living in Leek in the 1891 census and
work out the likely date of the marriage of his grandparents John
HODKINSON and Ann using Staffordshire BMD records. (The letter G in
HODGKINSON was omitted for a generation).  I obtained a copy of the
marriage certificate dated 1888; this certificate stated that Ann’s father was a
weaver called John SMITH, who was dead. 

A John SMITH is always a challenge for a family historian, especially as this
John SMITH died at a relatively young age. Using a combination of BMD
records, census data, recording the details of siblings and - crucially - a DNA
match, I was able to solve the challenge of ‘Orphan Annie’ and extend this part
of my family tree by several generations.

The 1891 census record and her marriage age of 26 years told me that Annie
SMITH was born in about 1862.  I found an Ann SMITH aged 19 in the 1881
census living in Leek with an uncle and aunt, and in 1871 aged 9 living with
her grandfather Mark ABBOTT, who was a ropemaker.  Using this information,
I obtained her birth record showing that she was born in 1862 and that her
parents were John SMITH, a bookkeeper, and Susan ABBOTT.

What had happened to Ann’s parents and when were they married?  My
cousin Dawn said she had found a possible marriage in Congleton in
September 1861 but this was in Cheshire.  I told her that Leek is only eleven
miles from Congleton and ordered a copy of the marriage entry.  This showed
that Susan ABBOTT’s father was Mark ABBOTT and that John SMITH was 26
years old and a clerk.  His father (you have guessed it) was also called John
SMITH and was shown as deceased.  This was another challenge!

I knew that John SMITH (junior) was a clerk/bookkeeper and found a suitable

Finding the Ancestors of
Orphan Annie
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candidate aged 25 living in Cheadle, Staffordshire, which is also eleven miles
from Leek, in the opposite direction.  In 1861 this John SMITH was living with
his sister Louisa, his mother Emma and her sister-in-law Hannah SMITH.  The
1851 census showed that both John SMITH (senior) and Emma were tape
weavers.  The 1841 census identified three older brothers, including William
Henry SMITH.

I assumed that John SMITH (junior) had died before the 1871 census and
obtained a copy of a probable death certificate.  This showed that a John
SMITH, aged 33, occupation elastic weaver, died in Cheadle in 1869 and that
his death had been reported by a William Henry SMITH who was living at 58
Chestnut Street in Leicester. I suspected that this was his elder brother.

You may ask, how I can be sure that the John SMITH I identified from Cheadle,
Staffordshire is the same John SMITH who married Susan ABBOTT in
Congleton and had a child in Leek but left no further census record? 

Well, I took an Ancestry DNA test a few years ago.  I look at potential surname
matches but usually ignore SMITH. However, I found someone who had been
identified as a potential 4th cousin and compared the locations of our ancestors.
This included only one location match – a birth in Cheadle, Staffordshire. The
match was William Henry SMITH.  My 4th cousin had attached William
SMITH’s 1871 and 1881 census records, which showed that he lived at 58
Chestnut Street in Leicester.

The lesson to family history researchers is: do not be deterred, even if your
ancestor is called John Smith!

Cheshire M.I. at St George’s Church, Newcastle-under-Lyme.

Submitted by Rob Carter, North Staffs F.H. Group M.I. co-ordinator.

In memory of / JOHN ADNEY BOSTOCK of Congleton, Cheshire / who died April
15th 1862 aged 65 years / WILLIAM BOSTOCK father of the above Surgeon of
Longton / Staffordshire died May 29th 1804 aged 38 years / PRISCILLA wife, mother
of JOHN ADNEY BOSTOCK / died December 29th 1847 aged 87 years /
PRISCILLA BOSTOCK sister of the above JOHN ADNEY / died April 4th 1835
aged 59 years / this tomb is erected / by ALICE MORRIS as / a small tribute of /
respect to the memory / of JOHN ADNEY BOSTOCK / and in grateful /
rememberance of the / many acts of / kindness she received / at his hands / JOHN
ADNEY BOSTOCK his mother PRISCILLA / and his sister / PRISCILLA AUBIN
were / interred in this vault



by Sarah Percival
Member no. 7744

I’ve been prompted by Geoff Johnson’s pieces to send just a few comments on
DNA testing, brick walls and jargon. 

Like any specialism, genealogy has its particular terms and abbreviations and
genetic genealogy is a sub-set of that with its own jargon. As well as the NPE -
Non-Paternal Event or Non-Parental Event, you might also come across MPE
– Misattributed Parental Event. They are all telling you the same sort of thing
– the person you thought was the parent, female or male, is not.

With its census-matching basis, Lost Cousins is a good site to use.  Like Geoff
Johnson, I have been a member for many years and always find Peter Calver’s
newsletters interesting and often valuable.  I have not found many connections
through census-matching there, but time may change that.  I started out on
Genes Reunited in 2008, but I think that site is now almost moribund. 

I have tested at Ancestry, FTDNA and Living DNA and have uploaded my
results to two other DNA sites.  My feeling is, as long as your budget will
stretch a bit, you will be most successful in finding cousins if you use as many
tools and platforms as you can.  The reason is that ALL of these sites rely on
other people also using them.  If your family connections, however close or
distant, do not also participate you will not come across them on any of these
sites.  Of all the sites, Ancestry has by far the largest participation, and it grows
all the time (see the graph on the next page). This is one of the reasons that
Peter Calver at Lost Cousins has recommended Ancestry as the DNA testing site
to use if you can afford only one test; also, you can upload your Ancestry DNA
results to many of the other sites, but not the other way around.

Once you get your results you can be tempted down all sorts of research rabbit-
holes, but my own feeling is that you should not be distracted by the ethnicity
estimate.  It is only an estimate, using reference populations of varying depth
to suggest migration patterns going back centuries - and it is using the DNA
you have inherited, necessarily not using your ancestors’ DNA that you happen
not to have inherited.  My own ethnicity estimates are distinctly different from
my siblings’: we have the same family tree but we have inherited some different
segments of DNA from our parents so our ethnicity looks somewhat different.
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DNA, Brick Walls and Jargon
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It is from the same regions, but the percentages vary – for instance, I show 24%
Scandinavian, whereas my sister shows 43%, and my brother shows 12%. They
are probably all roughly right – according to chromosomes.

I have found many connections at Ancestry, many of whom I already had in
my family tree but had never met or been in contact with. We have shared
factual information, family stories, photographs and it has been a rewarding
experience. I have solved some of those seemingly impenetrable problems (my
great-grandfather’s long-lost brother) and thrown up a few mysteries that I am
still working on.  I have also come across some shockingly poor genealogy, but
you have to take the rough with the smooth and suggest corrections to the limit
of your own energy and interest.

DNA testing is only one tool you can use to pursue your research, and what it
shows must be backed up by actual records to have any real value, but if you
are interested in pursuing DNA testing I would recommend joining some other
groups where those who live and breathe this material can offer guidance.
Although I am not a fan of Facebook, there is an excellent closed group there
called Genetic Genealogy Tips and Techniques – join, read and learn. It has a US
bias but do not let that put you off – the techniques are universal.

Ed: Read more articles about DNA this issue’s Net That Serf, starting on page 58.
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by Betty Booth
Member no. 965

My great-grandfather, Thomas Borradail JOPSON, kept a diary for much of his
life and was living in West Derby, Liverpool in 1873.

Making arrangements
In July 1873, great-grandfather Thomas, his brother-in-law, Thomas GREEN,
and their families went on holiday to Hoylake in The Wirral.

Thomas JOPSON wrote:
Saturday July 12th, Thomas and I took the bus from Stanley to Castle Street, crossed
the River to New Brighton by the half-past-one boat, from thence we walked along the
shore to Hoylake where we arrived a little after five o’clock.  Had tea at Mr
NICHOLSON’s then went in search of apartments (which tired us very much).  We
engaged two rooms at Mr John ROBERTS’, No.2 Winnington Terrace.  To secure the
same we paid a deposit of two shillings.

We were informed that there would not be a train for home until twenty-past-nine so
we intended going back to Mr NICHOLSON’s to tell them we had succeeded in getting
apartments, but about a quarter-past-eight, we heard the railway station bell ring, we
made enquiries what it was for and was informed that an extra train was leaving at
twenty-past-eight, so off we ran as fast as we could and were just in time. We arrived
at the Dock Station at 8.40, from there we walked to Woodside Ferry where we arrived
at 9.20, crossed the River by the 9.30 boat, passed the Town Hall at 9.50.  We posted
our way along Castle Street, Cook Street, Victoria Street, Thomas Buildings, Dawson
Street, through Williamson Square to St John’s Market,  We were not suited in what
we went to the market for, so we left, being very glad to get out of the noisy crowd, so
again we posted our way up Elliot Street, along Lime Street, up London Road where
we parted at the corner of Moss Street, each making for our own respective home.

Saturday 19 July 1873
The two families started their holiday; there were seven in the party, and some
friends joined them for the day on Wednesday.

He wrote:
Saturday 19 July inspected thirty meters.
Holidays commenced.  I did not go to the office to book up.

Holiday in Hoylake, 1873
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Sarah, Henry, Sarah junior, Amelia and I went by the Cabbage Hall omnibus to the
Landing Stage, we crossed the River to Woodside Ferry by the 1.10 pm boat, left
Woodside for the Dock Station at 1.40.  Left Dock Station at 2.10 and arrived at
Hoylake at 2.30 which has to be our Headquarters for a week, we stay at Mr
ROBERTS', 2 Winnington Terrace.

After partaking of some refreshments, we took a walk to the shore, where we spent about
two hours, then we returned to our lodgings. After supper was over, I took a walk alone.

Sunday 20 July, arose at 06.30 hours, took a walk to the beach, returned, had breakfast.
Afterwards Thomas GREEN, his wife, Sarah and I spent the forenoon on the shore,
returned had dinner, rested all afternoon.  Evening I went to the Congregational
Chapel, Mr SOPER preached.  After supper Sarah and I took a short walk.

Monday 21 July, arose at 5.00 am, went to the shore and had a bathe, returned, had
breakfast.  Afterwards Thomas and I went out in the fishing smack Physica.  We had
a first class breeze which carried us at about seven miles per hour, we ran into the
Welsh Mans Gut, opposite Mostyn and commenced fishing with the net and continued
so doing until we were nearly abreast of Rhyl, when we hauled in our net and put the
smack about, intending to run outside the Hoyle Banks, but the wind dropped and
afterwards we had a dead calm, which lasted about three hours.  We were driven by the
current onto the West Hoyle Bank.  By perseverance we managed to get her off into
deep water, but it was only for a short time as we were driven on again about half-a-
mile from where we were at first so we had to make ourselves content until the tide
rose high enough to take us off, which it did in about forty minutes, just then a beautiful
breeze sprang up, and it getting late, we abandoned to the idea of going north of the
banks, so we ran inside.  The wind dropped again and we drifted on the bank, but the
tide rising rapidly we were soon off again.  When we were abreast of Mostyn (about
four miles distance) the breeze sprang up again and we ran from there across the mouth
of the Dee in fine style, when we were becalmed again for about half an hour, when a
light breeze sprang up, by which we reached Hoylake at 8.40 pm, after being exposed
to a boiling sun for 11 hours getting severely sunburned especially about the arms, but
at the same time we enjoyed ourselves very much.  By the by, we caught four large Ray
and about 15lbs of Soles etc etc.  When we had landed, we made our way to our
lodgings, had supper and turned into bed.

Tuesday 22 July, arose at 8 o’clock feeling very tired and much pained through the
burning of my arms.  At 10 o’clock Sarah and I went on the shore, returned at 12.15
pm, had dinner and spent the afternoon at our lodgings.  About six o’clock thick clouds
began to gather from all parts of the horizon, the heat at the same time being most
intense (at 12.30 hrs, the thermometer in the shade stood at 84 degrees, but in the sun
at the same hour it indicated the extraordinary temperature of 124 degrees, a figure
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which has not been recorded since the 3 August 1868, when the thermometer indicated
exactly the same degrees of heat).  Shortly after, a light breeze sprang up and rain began
to fall heavily.  The rain had hardly commenced when thunder was heard, then
commenced one of the severest thunderstorms I have witnessed.

There was no damage done at Hoylake, with the exception of one man receiving a severe
shock, but he recovered shortly after but in other places the loss of life and damage to
property was most appalling - at Preston, five killed, Bolton two, Leeds two, at sea on
the Scotch coast one, and others elsewhere.  (Besides many deaths occurred through
sun strokes in Liverpool and other parts of the country during Monday and today.)
After the storm had passed over, I took a walk onto the beach, the display of sheet
lightening above the northern horizon was beautiful.

Wednesday 23 July, Sarah not being well we did not stay long on the shore this
morning.  James HUSSY spent the afternoon with us.  (William ROBERTS and John
BENSON and son also here.)  GREEN, HUSSY and I had a bathe.

Afterwards, GREEN, ROBERTS, HUSSY and I went a cockling on the East Hoyle
Bank.  (At low water the Lake and banks are dry.)   When we had got a good stock of
cockles, Thomas, HUSSY and I left them, and our boots, stockings and coats, in the
care of ROBERTS and Thomas’ son George while we went on the rocks at the entrance
of the Dee, seeking for crabs.  After finding about twenty we returned to our
headquarters and had tea.  After tea Sarah, HUSSY and I took a walk on the beach,
returned to our lodgings where we left Amelia with the children, while Sarah and I
accompanied HUSSY to the station and saw him start for home.

Thursday 24 July, spent part of the forenoon on the shore, evening Thomas, Sarah
with baby, Amelia ad I walked by the shore to West Kirby and returned by the Styles.
It was a beautiful walk and we enjoyed ourselves much.

Friday 25 July, left Hoylake by the 3.15 p train.  Arrived at home a 4.45 hrs.  Weather
very wet.

Saturday 26 July, Sarah and I (with Amelia and the children) called at the Gas Office,
from there we went marketing.  Spent the evening at home.

As great-grandfather Thomas returns home from the family holiday, it appears
to have been an eventful week, especially weather-wise.  I think Thomas must
have had fair skin and red hair (it still runs in the family). His mention of
sunburn rings many bells, and if Thomas’ weather reports are accurate, they
seem to have been having their own version of global warming in 1873.
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by Sue Parker
Member no. 568

I spotted two gravestones for Cheshire strays in the churchyard at Quidenham
in Norfolk (between Thetford and Norwich).

One was for Charles Colthurst HOLLAND and
his wife. The inscription reads:

IN MEMORY OF
CHARLES COLTHURST

HOLLAND
OF CONGLETON AND QUIDENHAM

MUCH LOVED HUSBAND
FATHER AND GRANDFATHER

BORN IN CHESTER
APRIL 22ND 1877

DIED MAY 27TH 1969
AND OF HIS WIFE

ELEANOR GERTRUDE
BORN JAN 21ST 1879

DIED APRIL 24TH 1976

The second was for Charles Bennett
HOLLAND, possibly their son, and his
wife. This inscription reads:

IN LOVING MEMORY OF
CHARLES BENNETT

HOLLAND
D.S.C.,    F.F.A.R.C.S.

OF CONGLETON AND QUIDENHAM
BORN MAY 6TH 1911
DIED NOV 29TH 1985

AND HIS BELOVED WIFE
NOEL

BORN DEC 24TH 1915
DIED AUG 30TH 2007

Have you lost any HOLLANDs?
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If you pay by standing order please check that your standing order is correct
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by Chester Guttridge
Member no. 9193

My great-aunt, Elizabeth WILLIAMSON, born in 1838 and baptised in the
ancient Chester church of St John the Baptist* on 19 August, was George and
Rebecca WILLIAMSON's second child, their first daughter. Her early years
were spent in Milton Street, Chester, latterly at the White Swan public house,
later renamed the White Lion. When the family moved to Bickerton in late 1853
or early 1854, Elizabeth stayed in Chester, perhaps to look after her widowed
grandfather, Charles WILLIAMSON, or to be near George OWEN, the man she
would marry in 1855. George may have been her reason for staying in Chester:
Charles, her excuse. Fifteen years later her sister Charlotte Ann married
Benjamin OWEN, but in spite of much searching no connection between the
two OWEN families has been found.

George, the object of her affection, was eighteen years and eight months old,
eighteen months older than Elizabeth when they married on 11 October 1855
at St John the Baptist church. George had spent his childhood in Seller Street,
not two hundred yards from the White Swan/Lion, where the couple may have
met if they hadn't already met as children. Perhaps she had served him ale and
a meat pie in the bar?

Elizabeth's new father-in-law, James OWEN, was born at Allington,
Denbighshire in 1788. As a mere fifteen-year-old, he had married Sarah
NODEN in December 1803, both marking the certificate with an inky smudge,
alongside which the officiate wrote the words Mark of Jas. Owen and Mark of
Sarah Noden. Sometime before 1820, Sarah died, seemingly childless. James
married another Sarah, 36-year-old widow Sarah Musgrove WILDE, in 1829.   

Sarah MUSGROVE's previous marriage to John WILDE was by licence granted
on behalf of the Right Reverend Father in God George Henry - by Divine Permission,
Lord Bishop of Chester on the 16th March 1820. Apparently John and Sarah's
assurances regarding consanguinity, let or impediment, etc. were insufficient
to satisfy the Right Reverend Father. Either for that or for some other reason,
Mary Ann WILDE, widow, probably John's mother, and John EVANS,
gentleman, agreed to a bond of £500 to be paid should John and Sarah's
allegation prove to be false. That such a huge sum of money should be

Great-aunt Elizabeth WILLIAMSON
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demanded or offered suggests that doubts were in the air. The
two guarantors, however, must have been confident that the
couple were hiding no murky secrets to risk such a large sum of
money. The bond upon which this was set out benefited the
Inland Revenue by fifteen (old, pre-decimal) pence.

With licence in hand, John and Sarah were wed the same day at St Peter’s
Church, Chester.  John WILDE is described on the marriage register entry as a
druggist - a specialist or dealer in potions, herbal medications, aperients,
indigestion remedies and painkillers, etc.  Specialist druggists and drug stores
were relatively new features at the time, superseding apothecaries. 

Alas, John died of yellow fever in Demerara, British Guiana on 2 January 1821
(British Guiana Colonists Index W). He and Sarah had been married less than
nine months. It is not known whether she was with him.

Eight years after John's death his widow Sarah WILDE married James OWEN
(later to be Elizabeth WILLIAMSON's father-in-law) on 5 April 1829. They had
three children: a girl named Sarah Musgrove and two sons, James and George,
all born late in life. Sarah was about forty-four years of age when George was
baptised on 10 February 1837 at St John the Baptist Church, Chester. Eighteen
years later George would marry my great-aunt, Elizabeth WILLIAMSON.

The day before James OWEN's wedding to Sarah Musgrove WILDE, he
appeared personally (the form does not say where) to swear on the Holy
Evangelists that he was aged thirty-nine years and upwards, a widower and intends
to marry Sarah WILDE of the Parish of Saint Martins in the City of Chester, widow,
aged thirty years and upwards, he wanted a Licence to solemnise the said Marriage
in the Parish Church of Saint Martins and that Sarah had resided in her usual abode
(i.e. the parish of St Martins) for fifteen days immediately preceding and that there
was no impediment of Kindred or Alliance, etc. He got his licence, government
coffers benefitting by a further fifteen pence. 

A few days before their marriage, James and Sarah MUSGROVE had entered
a tripartite agreement, the third party being Thomas LOCKE and John
GRINDLEY, druggists, the purpose of which was to enable Sarah to retain
property and income in her own name after her marriage, it being some
decades before the Married Women's Property Acts legalised such retention of
property and income after marriage. From the wording of Sarah's will, written
much later, we learn that the druggists, LOCKE and GRINDLEY had settled
property and cash on Sarah after the death of her husband, John WILDE, in
British Guiana. The agreement states:
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... Whereas pursuant and by wish and in exercise of a certain power and authority given
and granted to me by a certain Deed or Settlement made previous to my marriage with
the said James Owen beginning date on or about the fourth day of April one thousand
eight hundred and twenty nine and made between the said James Owen of the first part
and me the said Sarah Owen by my then name of Sarah Wilde Widow of the second
part and the late Thomas Lloyd and John Grindley of the said City of Chester Druggists
of the third part and all and every other power and authority power and authorises me
anywise enabling thereto make this my last Will and Testament in name and form
following that is to say…

In her will Sarah bequeathed a property in Hamilton Place, Chester, together
with sums of £200 and £100 (why were these sums not aggregated?) to her three
children Sarah Musgrove FERNYHOUGH, James and George OWEN, her
husband to enjoy a life interest or until remarrying. Sarah died on 20 December
1859; the legality of her ownership was recognised but the will was not proven
until 15 October 1861. Effects were valued at under £20.

Seemingly, LOCKE and GRINDLEY had given the property and cash to Sarah
after her husband's death perhaps because they felt some obligation to support
her in her widowhood. It seems likely that John WILDE had gone to British
Guiana on behalf of LOCKE and GRINDLEY either as an employee or an agent,
probably to buy drugs or sugar to sell in their newly established drug store.  

LOCKE and GRINDLEY had set up their store at 6 Northgate Street in 1817
(Cheshire Archives and Local Studies). It remained in GRINDLEY's hands until
he died in c.1880, LOCKE having died prior to Sarah's 1858 will. On
GRINDLEY’s death it was bought by Samuel CHEERS and John HENRY who
retained it well into the twentieth century.

James, Elizabeth's father-in-law, owned property, included a place in Cuppin
Street with an annual value of £10 (or more) which qualified him for the 1842
City of Chester Electoral Roll. The listing in the Roll states: St. Martin (the
electoral ward) 1353 Owen James, Seller Street (his abode),  freehold house Cuppin
Street (the qualifying property).

James died on 7 May 1861, aged 73, leaving his property to his three children,
Sarah, James and George. He had been a clerk in Chester Registry Office for
forty-one years before retiring to his property in Rowton.

Elizabeth, meanwhile, embarked on a life of child-bearing with George,
producing a total of nine children:

1. Sarah Elizabeth, baptised on 27 June 1858 at St John the Baptist Church,
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Chester. She was to enter domestic service, the only member of the family to
do so, and married a coachman. I suspect on circumstantial evidence that she
was estranged from her parents, although fifty years later her mother lived
with her after her father’s death in the early 1900s. Time heals.

2. George James, (named after his father and grandfather), baptised on 12
February 1860 at St John the Baptist Church, Chester, abode Rowton.

3. Annie, who married Frederick Henry FENNYHOUGH on 27 January 1886
at St Silas, Pembroke Place, Liverpool and emigrated to Canada with him to
farm on the Manitoba prairies.

4. Matilda Rebecca, born 4 September 1863 and baptised at Christleton on 27
September. Known as Tillie, she married the intriguingly-named widower
George William Dumbell DICKSON in Liverpool on 30 May 1897 and died on
4 July 1914 at 10 Kirk Street, Liverpool. Perhaps surprisingly, Matilda was the
only one of Rebecca's fifteen granddaughters to bear her name, and then only
as a second name.

5. Charles, baptised on 14 January 1866 at Christleton.

6. Thomas Williamson, baptised at St John the Baptist Church on 28 April 1867,
abode Rowton.

7. John, baptised in 1869 at Waverton, abode Huxley, some three miles south
east of Rowton.

8. James, born 12 September 1875, died the following year and was buried on
18 September 1876 at Waverton. His In Memoriam card bears the poem, which,
perhaps, signals where George and Elizabeth sought comfort.

I know my child is blest,
He is blesed [sic] - to Jesus given;
He soon has gone to rest,
He soon is found in heaven.

9. Martha Emma, baptised on 14 February 1878 at St Peter's Church, Plemstall,
the WILLIAMSON's home church at the time. At the age of twenty-two she
married Joseph Richard MANLEY, also 22, a wheelwright from Great Saughall,
at Shotwick Church on 17 September 1900.

On the night of the 3 April 1881 census, the OWEN family were living in
Fiddler's Lane, Shotwick, Great Saughall less than a mile from Mollington
Brewery, where George WILLIAMSON (Elizabeth's younger brother) and his
wife Eliza Jane - my grandparents - lived from 1882 to 1911.
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In 1901, Elizabeth and George OWEN were still at Shotwick, in the Rural
Sanitary District of Chester. With them were their son, Thomas Williamson
OWEN, a railway clerk, and their twenty-three-year-old daughter, Martha,
together with her husband Joseph MANLEY.

George, being a property owner, qualified for the vote as had his father
previously. The entry for the 1892 Christleton Polling District (District H.)
Township of Rowton, lists him as - H276 Owen George, Great Saughall (his
abode), freehold house and land, Albert cottage, Whitchurch Road, Rowton (the
qualifying property). 

George died sometime between 1901 and 1911 after a long marriage. After his
death Elizabeth lived with her eldest daughter, Sarah Elizabeth, and her
husband, John BROADHURST, former coachman, now a coalman, and their
family in the Macclesfield area. Elizabeth was 76 years old when she died in
1914. She is named on the family gravestone in Macclesfield Cemetery, plot G.
6037 (from the FHSC Macclesfield District M.I.s CD):

IN LOVING MEMORY OF
SARAH ELIZABETH

THE BELOVED WIFE OF
JOHN BROADHURST

WHO DIED AUGUST 9TH 1920 AGED 63 YEARS
ALSO WILLIAM CHARLES THEIR SON
WHO DIED IN GIBRALTAR HOSPITAL

JUNE 26TH 1918 AGED 25 YEARS
ALSO THE ABOVE-NAMED

JOHN BROADHURST
WHO DIED MAY 3RD 1923 AGED 66 YEARS

ALSO JOHN RONOLD (sic)
THE BELOVED SON OF

JOHN & ELSIE G BROADHURST
WHO DIED FEBY. 17TH 1915 AGED 14 MONTHS

ALSO ELIZABETH OWEN
WHO DIED AUGUST 17TH 1914 AGED 73 YEARS

I am grateful to June HIBBERD who spent much time on my behalf searching
for information in Find My Past and the British Newspaper Archives.

* St John the Baptist Church, Chester, is said to be one of the finest pre-Conquest
churches in England, and the most impressive Norman church in Cheshire,
founded in AD 689 by AEthelred, King of Mercia, as a Saxon Minster church.
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by Gill Barber
Member no. 8273

In this account I demonstrate how I proved that a branch of my family left rural
Cheshire for London before the end of the eighteenth century.  The trail
followed shows how family history research has changed over the past decade
and that it is worth persevering with research as new record sets become
available.  It is well known that the Industrial Revolution was the cause of many
people from rural areas migrating to nearby industrial towns and cities for
work. However, this account illustrates that even in the last two decades of the
eighteenth century, young people from the Cheshire countryside were moving
as far as London to live and work.  More unusually, one branch of the family
subsequently returned to Cheshire and lived out the rest of their lives there.
The first part of this article was printed in the CHESHIRE ANCESTOR, March 2019.

I recently returned to the London DICKENSONs while researching one of my
John’s sons, George DICKENSON born 1835 in Northenden (that’s another
story!) to see if I could find any connections with his London relatives.  I looked
again at the eighty-year-old George DICKENSON on the 1841 census in
Newington.  He was living in the household of John HENDERSON, bootmaker,
age 45, born Scotland, Ann HENDERSON, age 45, born Surrey and seven
younger HENDERSONs, all born Surrey.  I found a marriage for John
HENDERSON and Ann DICKENSON in 1815 at Newington St Mary and
baptisms for fourteen children, all at Lambeth St Mary apart from the last one,
Victoria, at Newington St Mary in 1838, who is also recorded in the General
Register Office new online index; plus a birth for a fifteenth, Frances, in the
index in 1840, both with mother DICKINSON.

There were two baptisms for Ann DICKENSON in the New Jerusalemite
Chapel registers: the first in 1790 with parents Nathaniel DICKENSON and
Catherine HUDSON and the second in 1795 without parents’ names.  The first
baptism is the correct one as two of John and Ann HENDERSON’s sons have
a second forename Hudson in their baptismal record.  I have not been able to
find a marriage for Nathaniel DICKENSON and Catherine HUDSON, but as
Catherine’s surname was given on the baptism record the couple might not
have been married.  As George was living as a member of Ann HENDERSON
née DICKENSON’s family, it is highly likely that they were related.  Nathaniel
was a family name in the DICKENSON family as Thomas and Martha had a
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son Nathaniel 1754-1765 and their son George had a son Nathaniel referred to
above, who had been baptised at the New Jerusalemite Chapel in 1789.  The
fact that this Nathaniel ‘s wife Ellen HENDERSON was born in Edinburgh, the
same place as John HENDERSON gives as his birthplace on the 1851 census,
suggests they were probably related to each other too. 

I searched the IGI on FamilySearch using the batch number for baptisms at the
New Jerusalemite Chapel* for the name DICKENSON and came up with one
which I had not previously found.  This was Elizabeth DICKENSON, baptised
in 1791, born almost thirty years previously on May 28th 1762, parents John
and Elizabeth WOODCOCK.  This confirms the marriage of James
DICKENSON and Elizabeth WOODCOCK at Nantwich St Mary in 1787, the
parents of my John!  I had not found this in previous searches because I had
been searching for a range of birthdates later than 1762.  The other baptism for
Ann DICKENSON in 1795 could have been an adult baptism for Elizabeth’s
sister-in-law Ann, wife of George DICKENSON.

I then started researching the WOODCOCK family.  John WOODCOCK of
Wrenbury married Elizabeth OULTON of Acton at Acton by Nantwich in 1758.
They had four children baptised there: John 1758, Elizabeth 1765, Eleanor 1769
and Sarah 1771. John was recorded on the Cheshire Land Tax records in Acton
from the first return in 1782 until 1815.  I found a burial there in 1815 for a John
WOODCOCK aged 84 and a PCC will for John WOODCOCK of Acton proved
in London in 1815.  This mentioned his wife Jane, son John, to whom he left a
shilling and his wearing apparel, and his other children.  Two daughters were
named as executrixes: Alice, wife of Matthew HAWTHORNE, and Ellen
SMITH, otherwise LOCK.  He also mentioned a granddaughter, Sarah Oulton
WOODCOCK.  I soon found a marriage for Alice WOODCOCK and Matthew
HAWTHORNE at Piccadilly St James in 1789 and one for Thomas SMITH and
Ellen WOODCOCK at Southwark St Olave in 1788.  One of the witnesses at the
latter marriage was Eliza DICKENSON, confirming that this is the right John
WOODCOCK.  Alice had been baptised at Nantwich St Mary in 1760.  In his
will, John described himself as a sheriff’s officer.

John WOODCOCK’s first wife Elizabeth was buried at Acton by Nantwich in
1805.  Later the same year he married Jane WADE there, and she was buried
soon after him in 1815.  His son John was apprenticed to William SIDDALL of
Nantwich, gunsmith, in 1771.  John married Ellen WOOD at Audlem in 1779
and rented a house and shop in Hospital St, Nantwich in 1781 and 1782.  He
was buried in 1816 at Nantwich St Mary, stated to be a gunsmith.  His father
might have thought he was well provided for, which is why he left him a
shilling, or he and his father might have fallen out.
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Matthew and Alice HAWTHORNE had two sons baptised at St Marylebone in
1795 and 1804 and Alice was probably buried there in 1821.  I have not found
any children for Thomas and Ellen SMITH or LOCK.  Neither couple seems to
have been involved with the New Jerusalemite Chapel.  An Ellen SMITH, aged
74 and born in Nantwich was living in London St George Hanover Square in
1851 and probably the same person was in the same area in 1841.  I have not
been able to trace John’s daughter Sarah WOODCOCK born 1771, but there is
a baptism for Sarah WOODCOCK at Nantwich St Mary in 1786, mother Ellen,
which might be the granddaughter referred to in John’s will. 

It is not clear which family went to London first – the earliest record I have
found there is Ellen WOODCOCK’s marriage in 1788, witnessed by her sister
Eliza DICKENSON, at which time Ann DICKENSON was already a member
of the New Jerusalemite Chapel at Blackfriars.  Travel at that time is discussed
in the history of Acton**.  In 1780 the stagecoach service which passed through
Acton on the turnpike road (the present A51) was extended to London and the
journey took between thirty-six hours and two days.  Roads were not kept in
good repair, which means that road travel was both hazardous and
uncomfortable, as well as expensive.  The majority of people walked wherever
they had to go, which makes it even more amazing that these young people
would contemplate a move to London.

It would not have been possible to undertake the above research before the
days of transcribed and indexed records online.  For example, trying to find
someone in the 1841 census in London without even an approximate address
could have taken months of trawling through microfilms ordered through a
LDS family history centre.  Church registers would have been stored in
repositories throughout the country, involving several journeys and long hours
spent going through the actual registers if they were not already microfilmed. 

References
* FamilySearch LDS Batch No. C097001: Baptisms 1789-1808 Friar Street
Blackfriars New Jerusalemite, London.
** Acton, F A Latham ed, Acton Local History Group 1995

Sources
Parish registers; UK census
Monumental inscriptions; Cheshire wills
England & Wales, Non-Conformist and Non-Parochial Registers, 1567-1970
Cheshire Land Tax records 1778-1832
PCC (Prerogative Court of Canterbury) wills 1384-1858
General Register Office online index
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by Ann Onymous

In family history we are advised to never make assumptions.  So what do we
do every time we use the GRO birth indexes – especially those twentieth
century ones that helpfully provide the surname of the mother?  Yes, we
assume the surname registered for the child is the surname of the woman’s
husband, and the father of the child.  Unless we already know otherwise, we
head off to search the marriage indexes for an appropriate period seeking the
assumed formal joining in matrimony of the parents.

A recent conversation between friends highlighted the problem of such
assumptions.  Basically, an investigation of a family history was underway; it
was known there were some shenanigans over a birth in the late 1930s.  The
story related was that the mother had told her daughter that her genetic father
was not the husband of the mother who had been the understood “father” to
the child: a claim made by the mother near the end of her days when the two
men were no longer around to confirm or deny.

However, the entry in the GRO index suggested the birth had been registered
under the name of the reputed natural father.  Why would a woman register a
child under a different surname?   The mother could not have named a man as
father who was not her husband unless the man was present or she provided
acceptable evidence to the registrar.  She could, however, register the child with
almost any surname of her choice.  If she was married to a man other than the
natural father, there are plenty of reasons for keeping the matter quiet for the
sake of the child, herself and her marriage by registering the child with her
husband’s surname.  In the 1930s, attitudes were far from today’s liberalism: a
child bearing a surname different to the parent was “game for comment” and
the schoolyard would have been a hard place.

Should we believe the deathbed story?  If we do, then we have to consider the
entry in the GRO birth index: was the child registered originally with the
surname of the natural father?  A copy of a birth certificate may answer that
question.  Was the mother ever formally married to either man at all?  Who did
the daughter subsequently claim was her father when she married? The mother
may have married after the child’s birth, or in advanced pregnancy; perhaps
she discovered the child’s father was already married; or maybe he was an

Never Assume Anything
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early WWII casualty; or perhaps she just wanted to be married – to anyone!  Or
is the entire thing a ‘romantic notion’ as the purported natural father was from,
shall we say, ‘more illustrious stock’?  The evidence and dates from birth and
marriage certificates may support or quash the mother’s claim.  I hope my
friends let me know what they discover!

Detective work is what family history is all about.  We must assemble all
possible evidence and draw considered conclusions to make our case.  Such
conclusions can refute a long-held family story, and that can be hard to accept.    

Remember the saying: “the mother is the mother, the father is who she says he
is”…though in this case the recorded evidence may show otherwise!  It is up
to the investigator to collect all possible evidence and present their case. In
these modern times, that may even have to include DNA testing.

Ed.: I recently saw an example where the reputed father of the child, named on the birth
certificate, was the mother’s husband who had died about four years before the birth!
This was in the late 1800s when IVF could not possibly have been an explanation! No
doubt IVF and sperm/egg donation will create a whole new set of difficulties for future
family historians.

“Adopted” Children

by A J Sant
Member no. 9314

Trying to trace “adopted” children at any time can be a daunting task,
especially so when they take or are given their adoptive parents or guardians
surname and they may even not be related.

The following names are just part of the Strays Index of the former North
Cheshire Family History Society. Strays indexes are available at Mobberley
Research Centre.

Note that Rostherne families have several connections with Manchester due to
its farming trade.
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Name Age Of Found In Census
BIMSON, Thomas 15 London Crewe, CHS 1881

BIRTLES, Wm   Stepson 10 Arwick, LAN Heaton Norris,
CHS

1881

CLARK, Mary J 12 Stoke-on-Trent,
STS

Crewe, CHS 1881

CRANK, Fanny 9 Arwick, LAN Heaton Norris,
CHS

1881

DAVIS, Alfred 19 Tyldesley, LAN Reddish, CHS 1881
DAVIS, Ann (Sister of
above)

15 1881

EATON, Wilhemina Liverpool, LAN Sale, CHS 1881
EDWARDS, Rose 3 London Crewe, CHS 1881
HAWKSWORTH, Ellen
(stepdaughter)

16 Connisboro, YKS Reddish, CHS 1881

HEATHCOTE ?, Wm
Henry Duncan (Stepson)

14 Douglas. IOM Marple, CHS 1881

JACKSON, Vincent
(Stepson)

6 Penistone, YKS Marple, CHS 1881

JONES, Mirrianne Maud Leeds, YKS Stockport, CHS 1881
JOYCE, Edward (Half-
brother)

20 Congleton, CHS Cheadle, CHS 1881

KNIGHT, John
(nursechild)

Manchester Rostherne, CHS
Buried 1805

LINDSAY, James
(stepson)

13 Whitehaven,
CUL

Great Stanney,
CHS

1881

LUNT, Emily (adopted) Chester, CHS Nelson, LAN 1851
McBREASTY, James
(Stepson)

15 Scotland Hyde, CHS 1881

PARROTT, Joseph
(nursechild)

Stockport, CHS Rostherne,  CHS
Buried 1807

SIMPSON, Amos
(adopted son)

22 Killed in action
at Gallipoli,
Turkey

Outrington,
CHS; M.I. 1915

SUTTON, Edwina
(stepdaughter)

11 Glasgow,
Scotland

Nantwich, CHS 1881
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Macclesfield Advertiser, June 1919

Full details can be found in the newspaper at the Mobberley Research Centre.

6th June 1919

WARFORD GOLDEN WEDDING
Mr and Mrs John Jennings celebrate
their golden wedding tomorrow.
They were married on June 7th 1869
at Manchester Cathedral and spent
the whole of their married life at
Warford... Mr Jennings’ wheelwright
business was established in 1802 by
his grandfather... Mr Jennings was
born in the house he now resides in...
They have six sons, two daughters
and twenty-four grandchildren.

MARRIAGE OF MISS M H CRAIG
At Chester on Tuesday, the wedding
took place of Major L C Mandleberg,
DSO, MC, late 15th Battn Lancashire
Fusiliers, younger son of Sir Charles
and Lady Mandleberg, Victoria Park,
Manchester, and Miss Marjorie Helen
Craig, younger daughter of Mr and
Mrs John Craig, of Llandudno,
formerly of Bowdon, Cheshire... The
bride wore white satin and a lace veil,
and carried a sheaf of delphiniums...

ALDERLEY EDGE URBAN
COUNCIL: THE POSTAL SERVICE
Mr Woodall proposed that the
Council contact the Postmaster at
Manchester suggesting that the pre-
war service be re-instated. He thought
they had put up with the present
arrangements long enough. Many
business men did not receive their

letters till they returned from town in
the evening, and with the last
despatch being at 6.30 they could not
possibly answer them the same night.
It was time they had a later despatch.

13th June 1919

LIEUT D W BEARD, M.M.
Mr and Mrs Beard, of Bradwall Road,
Sandbach, have received news that
their son has had a serious accident
whilst flying [with the RAF]...

NO IDENTIFICATION PLATE
Harry Simpson, taxi proprietor,
Royton, was summoned for having
no identification plate at the rear of a
motor car in Manchester  Road, Butley
at 10pm on the 22nd May... Defendant
told the court that between Hazel
Grove and Macclesfield he came
acrosss a burst water main, and in
driving through the flood his number
plate must have been wrenched off...

HIS FIRST LAPSE
Joseph Clayton, engineer’s labourer,
Poynton, was charged with stealing a
duck, value 10s, the property of
Charles Carlisle, farmer, Adlington.
P.C. Scott said that at 11pm on June
1st he saw the defendant near the shirt
factory at Poynton. Noticing that he
had a duck under his arm, witness
questioned him. Mr Carlisle identified
the duck as one he had missed...
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20th June 1919

ATLANTIC FLIGHT: TRIUMPH
FOR HEATON MOOR OFFICER
The first direct flight of the Atlantic
has been accomplished by Captain
Alcock and Lieutenant Brown in a
Vicker’s Vimy Rolls machine. They
left St John’s, Newfoundland, at
4.28pm (GMT) on Saturday and
landed at Clifden, County Galway on
Sunday morning, having crossed the
Atlantic, a distance of 1,800 miles, in
16 hours 12 minutes. Captain Alcock
is a Manchester man. During the war
he won the DSO... His navigator,
Lieut A Whitten Brown, is a relatively
recent recruit to flying...

BRAMHALL - MEAT SUPPLY
There was a shortage of meat in
Bramhall last Saturday, and many had
to provide substitutes for their
Sunday dinner.

WILL OF DR HENRY WILDE
Dr Henry Wilde, DSc, DCL, FRS, of
The Hurst, Alderley Edge, a leading
expert in electricity and machinery
who did much experimental work for
the Admiralty and made the first
searchlight for battleships, left a large
bequest to Oxford University.

MORE CHESHIRE ESTATES TO BE
SOLD: Sir Walter Shakerley, of
Somerford Park, near Holmes Chapel,
is selling his estates near Congleton
Edge in the autumn.
Sir Harry Mainwaring is leaving
Peover Park, near Chelford, and there
will shortly be a sale of some of the
contents of the ancient hall.
The Earl of Harrington is to sell his
extensive estates in Gawsworth and
other places... the sale will be one of
the largest ever held in Cheshire.

“PEACE YEAR” NAMES
The “Peace Year” babies are receiving
much prettier names than those who
were born during the war, a reaction
possibly against the violent period
through which we have passed. Early
Victorian names are cropping up
again and names of flowers are well to
the fore... taken altogether this year’s
little ones will have less cause to
regret parental taste than has been the
case for some decades past.

27th June 1919

WOMEN J.P.s - Women magistrates
are to be limited to women of 30 and
over by a clause added to the Justices
of the Peace Bill in the House of
Lords... The Lord Chancellor said...
any young woman of 25 who could
satisfy the authorities of her fitness for
office would be a very remarkable
woman and would conceivably be an
addition to the Bench (Laughter)... As
long as he was Lord Chancellor there
need be no fear of the invasion of the
magisterial Bench by women of 25...

Ride a RALEIGH
THE ALL-STEEL BICYCLE
GUARANTEED FOR EVER

Macclesfield: J B Ford, Atlas Works,
Bridge Street.
Bollington Cross: C Goodwin
Marton: W Massey
Swettenham: Curbishley
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Net That Serf
The Computer Section

Compiled by Geoff Johnson
Email: nts@fhsc.org.uk   Tel: 01829 760422

Contents

From the Desktop

As I created the new document for this edition, I quickly
became worried that I had virtually nothing to include in
it!  I’d had almost zero responses to the March issue.
Fortunately, the April Computer Club meeting came up
soon after, and a plea to the members happily produced
two or three good pieces.  Then, once I’d started pulling
together what looked as if it was only going to be three or
four pages, I had a flurry of `last-minute-dot-com’ inputs
and all of a sudden I was pushed for space!

A number of quite important items result.  I start with a cry for help about an
NTS Index, and move on to some interesting information about the upcoming
2021 census.  I recommend readers to have a look at the high standards of
presentation in the free videos from RootsTech 2019.  I move on to pieces
concerning clarity of online document images, the idiosyncrasies but benefits
of DNA researching, and the importance of properly securing your family
history data. 

An Index to Net That Serf
by Geoff Johnson

Back in 2008 when I started editing Net That Serf, I began to create an index of
items incorporated in the various issues. It was a fairly basic thing, using MS

From the Desktop 52
An Index to Net That Serf 52
The 2021 Census 53
RootsTech 2019 Presentations 55
Comments on Previous Issues 56

DNA Research 58
RootsChat 60
Family History Programs 61
From the Inbox 62
Closing Snippet 63



CHESHIRE ANCESTOR June 201953

Excel.  The last recorded update was June 2013!  At that point I `lost the plot’,
but I found it useful at times, and occasionally still do.  I believe our members
would benefit from being able to refer back to items of interest. This would be
especially beneficial now we have online access to the CHESHIRE ANCESTOR
dating back to 2011.  That’s another job I need to do to complete the run of my
efforts - convert and upload digital versions going back to September 2008!

I’m looking for a member willing to develop this initial index, or perhaps start
a better one.  My objective is the creation of a comprehensive and searchable
index – accessible to all via the website. Frankly, I feel we could really do with
something similar for the whole CHESHIRE ANCESTOR series, but let’s take one
step at a time.

Volunteers to me please!

The 2021 Census
by Geoff Johnson and David Guyton

During March, the Office for National Statistics (ONS) organised a series of
regional workshops to present their plans for conducting the 2021 Census.
These have already been endorsed in principle by Parliament.  David Guyton
(Chester Group Leader) and Geoff Johnson attended the workshop at
Wrexham.  We concluded the reason we had received invitations was due to
the fact that we had both responded to earlier consultations as far back as 2013.

The presentations were very professional, and gave a greater understanding
of the breadth of the ONS’s responsibilities. The ONS teams have obviously
gone to great lengths in the intervening period to ensure that problems found
in 2011 are addressed. As English and Welsh are the two legally recognised
languages of the United Kingdom, the questions are being carefully composed
and tested, and made just as easy to answer in Welsh!  Unauthenticated
translations of the questions will also be available in up to fifty other languages.

The majority of attendees were from local authorities, who are among the main
users of demographic and statistical data arising from the censuses. Of course,
their requirements are for access to the data as soon as possible after the census.
Family historians, on the other hand, have to wait for the inevitable 100 years!
It was, nonetheless, a useful exercise to understand the depth of consideration
being made to the job.

Key points were:
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The census will take place on Sunday 21st March 2021.•

The 2021 census will be `Digital First’.  Its key objective is to undertake as•
much as possible online, and the aim is to achieve 75% of responses in this
way.  Assistance will be provided for those who need it, and paper returns
will also be possible.  The concept is that every household will receive a
notification by post with a unique reference number to submit a return
online, or to elect to make a paper return.  Enumerators will then check
that an online or paper response has been received. 

Another key objective is to improve accuracy by reducing initial errors•
from around 3% in the last census to ¾%. 

To achieve this, considerable emphasis is being placed on improving the•
accuracy and completeness of addresses.  This is being achieved` by using
an already developing and maintained national database called
AddressBase.  This is based on inputs from local authorities, the Land
Registry, Royal Mail, utility companies and emergency services.  This work
is managed by a separate business partner called GeoPlace which is jointly
owned by the Ordnance Survey and the Local Government Association.
Every individual property generally already has a Unique Property
Reference Number (UPRN), but particular efforts are being made to extend
this to distinguish between single and multiple occupancy buildings,
institutions such as student halls of residence, and former commercial and
industrial buildings which have been converted officially or unofficially to
residential accommodation.

The online questionnaire will enable greater use of multi-level questions•
which, it is thought, will enable greater accuracy in eliciting information
on ethnic origins, country of birth, and nationality

There is no question regarding place of birth, other than `country’•

There are new questions relating to Armed forces leavers, and optional•
ones concerning sexual orientation, and gender identity!

There will be a need for what we’ve come to know as enumerators.  They’ll•
have a modern-day title of ‘Assisted Digital Field Staff’.  The ONS is very
interested in utilising groups at local and national level.  FH society
members with some IT experience could fit their needs admirably.
Presumably you’ll be paid!  Geoff has logged his name with them as a
central contact, so if you think you may be interested in doing ‘enumeration
work’ properly (unlike those horrendous errors we’ve all experienced),
now’s your chance.  Contact Geoff please, and he’ll maintain a list of
interested members, letting you know more as the scheme develops.



A rehearsal is planned to take place in the autumn of this year. It will involve
just four locations: Carlisle, Ceredigion, Hackney, and Tower Hamlets.

Given that the majority of data will be collected online rather than by traditional
paper returns, a question of interest to family historians is how that information
will be preserved and made accessible to researchers in a hundred years’ time.
That question was asked of several ONS representatives at the meeting and the
universal response was that little or no thought has been given to that aspect
so far.  However, the question was noted and will be relayed back to ONS
headquarters.

RootsTech 2019 Presentations
by Geoff Johnson

with additions by Peter Rowley and Lyn McCulloch

The emailed flyer said Discover What’s New from the RootsTech Conference!  This
is stated to be the World’s Largest Family History Conference. The whole thing is
sponsored by FamilySearch and took place in Salt Lake City in February.

You can now watch over twenty of the many, many recorded sessions—
including Tips for DNA, What’s New on FamilySearch, keynote addresses, and
more. The presentation standards are extremely high and very professional.  If
you go to www.rootstech.org/schedule you can see the enormous breadth of topics
discussed, some of which can be accessed for free.  A list of the free ones can
be found at www.rootstech.org/video-archive?et_cid=1330086
Many presentations will run for an hour, so get settled in before you start.

Particular sessions of note for DNA researchers are:

You Can Do DNA by Diahan Southard, Christ Lynn Jacobsen and Dana•
Leeds.  This is an hour long, but the Dana Leeds part could be good to
follow - it starts at forty minutes into the video.
Connecting your DNA Matches by Diahan Southard•

You can also purchase a virtual pass if you want to see a lot more than just the
free presentations.  It’ll cost you $129!  But that’s a heck of a lot cheaper than
flying to and staying in the US!

If you’ve found these talks useful, please get in touch and tell me about them – GJ

Ed.: Remember Rootstech is coming to the UK for the first time this October -  see page
12 (Family History Events) for information.
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Comments on Previous Issues

Asking the Audience - 1
Computer Club’s Peter Rowley observes:
I can’t agree more with Geoff’s opinion.  I too remember the old days of Genes
Reunited, when a similar surname was sufficient cause for the website to declare
it to be a Hot Match.  It was then necessary to trawl through lots of wrong info.

Lost Cousins is a different kettle of fish.  The people who match with your info
just have to be related by virtue of the act that they are claiming the same
relatives as you.  Saying that, I have been a member since May 2006, and have
only connected with two people whom I already knew through Lancsgen,
despite the fact that I have 250 ancestors listed.  I just wonder if our American
cousins may be of more use, but remember the fiasco of LDS members’ own
submissions.

Maybe there are no parties interested in my family names.  However, I will
stay a member because of the newsletter and the fact that I live in hope of
finding living cousins I don't know at present.

The premise Geoff set, that Lost Cousins generally sticks to this side of a brick
wall, whereas DNA takes you behind the wall without the obvious connection,
is in my opinion true.  My Ancestry DNA suggests that I have 318 fourth cousins
or closer, but a large percentage have no available tree, or a tree with less than
twenty people in it.  And a lot haven't signed in to Ancestry for months or even
years.  So how useful is that?

Asking the Audience - 2
Malcolm Upton, Wirral member says:
Hi Geoff, I am not entirely surprised that you have not had much help (Asking
the Audience) - I suspect that some of your contacts started off full of
enthusiasm, and then realised that searching for ancestors was harder than they
expected!

Your article on Lost Cousins made me curious – but, as I am more interested in
the computer/technical side of things, I will leave it to my wife to decide
whether to join.

We have had some help from a cousin, but we have found it difficult to
integrate the information into our own tree, when it comes in a different format
and was done from the point of view of a different branch of the family.
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DNA Resolution
Judith Hankey responds to Letters to the Editor, March 2019, page 18.
In the March 2019 CHESHIRE ANCESTOR, Jean Jones (member 1515) wrote asking
how she can get more resolution from her DNA test for her areas of the country.
I have a few ideas in no particular order of importance below, and she has my
sympathy with the challenge of researching her JONES line.  I have some
JONES family stories which I have never been able to verify at all, since I have
never found the people mentioned.

Download your Ancestry DNA data and upload it to Living DNA, which is•
free at present.  This will give you the benefit of the large reference database
that Living DNA has access to.  N.B. This does NOT mean delete your DNA
from Ancestry.  There are some good web descriptions of how to do this.
This will give you a better resolution of the areas of the UK.

Register with LostCousins (free) and read the masterclass on how to get the•
best from your Ancestry test.  I totally agree with your article, Geoff, that
the LostCousins web site and Peter’s newsletters are a great asset to the
family history community.  They are UK based which is so much better
than many web articles which are for the USA.

Make sure you have your fullest, latest family tree in Ancestry, even if you•
are not a subscriber, and tie this tree to your DNA.  This will mean you are
more likely to get contact from cousins.  The location of the ancestral places
of your matches is the biggest clue of where your family is from.  Cousins
need some information to know if it is worth contacting you; with
thousands of matches there is always someone else to contact.

Make your tree public so that cousins can see it quickly, since that•
encourages other cousins to look, too. I realise that this is not everyone’s
preference.

Look at your ethnicity estimate and in that, when you zoom in, there are•
genetic communities.  Mine shows (hardly surprising) Northern England
and within that East Midlands, West Midlands and North-West England.

It always seems like you are looking for a needle in a haystack with common
names, but with each further generation back you will find names which are
less common and easier to research. 

Ed: See also the next article, and two articles about DNA within the main body of this
issue, starting on page 31.
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DNA Research

AncestryDNA's new feature: ThruLines – from Lyn McCulloch
I am an avid reader of Net That Serf, but a lot of the computer talk goes right
over my head.  Being a bit of a Luddite I had always avoided DNA research
too, as I knew it would be a steep learning curve for me.  However, I have now
taken the plunge, and am trying to get my head around centiMorgans,
chromosomes, overlaps, shared matches and so on.  I thought I'd share some
of my journey with you.

As some of you know, my other half is my Computer Technician, so we both
went along to Computer Group, the Society's Computer Club, at Hartford
Methodist Church Hall, Northwich.  One of the topics for discussion was
Ancestry's fairly new feature: Thrulines.

I have joined a Facebook group which is for friendly conversations about
Ancestry DNA's ThruLines.  It is proving very useful to read about other peoples'
experiences with ThruLines.  Firstly, I must point out that Thrulines is still very
much a Beta feature, and Ancestry do seem to be listening to comments,
complaints and suggestions from users. As with Ancestry Hints (the little green
leaf!), one has to remember that the suggestions for potential ancestors made
by ThruLines are suggestions only, and not facts.  They need to be checked
before being added to one's tree. The old DNA circles are still available, if you
prefer them. 

ThruLines claim to use DNA matches when they suggest a potential ancestor.
A lot of the information, however, is just taken from other trees, if they exist,
and it is only as good as the information in that tree, which may be wrong - or
your own tree may be inaccurate. The onus is on you, if you find a tree is
wrong, to let the tree owner know, providing suitable evidence, so that it can
be corrected.  This is not always straightforward, as you know.  I once politely
asked a lady to remove the three illegitimate children that she had added to
my great-grandmother.  She took umbrage and not only blocked me on
Ancestry, but made her tree private so I could not see what other errors she'd
made.  She said she didn't like my tone.

So, ThruLines may prove invaluable in the long term, and the more people that
do a DNA test the better.  In the meantime, I am also using Genesis Gedmatch,
where I have added DNA test kits from three people.  This is proving
fascinating but complex.  There are tools to play with your results, and I am
slowly getting my head around it all.  There is lots of advice online and also
books to help you understand it all.
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ThruLines is really in its infancy and will improve, no doubt, after a few initial
hiccups so watch this space and I hope to report back in the future. Now I really
must get back to playing with my DNA results.  At least it is staving off the
decline of the brain cells, but this is a race against time, you know!

Lyn has just started having a go at the Dana Leeds' method of sorting the DNA
results into groups or clusters.  Her talk at RootsTech is one of the free ones!  It's
40 minutes into the hour-long video at www.rootstech.org/video/you-can-do-dna
See the piece on RootsTech above – GJ

Two more comments from Mike Hodgkinson, referring to updates since his
article was printed in CHESHIRE ANCESTOR last year (March 2018 p49).

Ethnicity
The original analysis of my DNA by Ancestry said I was roughly 75% Great
British, 10% Irish/ Scottish/Welsh, 8% Scandinavian and 7% other European
origin.  This has been revised to 97% England, Wales and North West Europe
and 3% Ireland and Scotland.  Ancestry says that this revised information is
based on the analysis of family trees which seems, in my case, where people
were living about 200 years ago.  Looking at the origin of my surnames and
having some knowledge of British history, I suspect the earlier analysis is based
on where my ancestors were possibly living about a thousand years ago.  For
example I was told that my male Y chromosome is Danish Viking.  I have traced
this line back to about 1600 and the area is in the English Midlands where many
Danes settled in the ninth century.  However, this theory cannot be proved.

Family tree matches linked to a DNA test
I find Ancestry DNA frustrating when a close match has an unlinked tree.  At
least if it is private, you are told have large it is.  I suspect many people do not
realise that no information on living people in a family tree is provided unless
you give an individual access to this information.

I recently made contact with someone in the USA with whom I share 3xgreat-
grandparents.  She and several other cousins were stuck because of a spelling
change in an ancestor's surname after crossing the Atlantic.  This has been a
great help to several American researchers and confirmed a branch of my tree.
If someone from the USA can identify the town or city in Europe where their
ancestor was born and their approximate age, he/she might make contact with
someone like me who has more information about that person's family.  This
is only possible if both trees are linked to their DNA data.  The person in Europe
has the benefit in knowing that their research on that family branch is almost
certainly correct, and they share common 3xgreat-grandparents.  If most of the
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ancestors of two researchers have been living in the same small town for two
or three hundred years, you cannot use DNA matches effectively on those
branches because there may be more than one common branch.

RootsChat
by Don Tomkinson of Nantwich group

Don wrote to me extolling the virtues of RootsChat, suggesting that I should cover it
in NTS.  I reminded him that we had covered the topic on September 2016 p56,
December 2016 p61, and again in June 2017 p53!
Here’s the forfeit I asked him for.  Thanks, Don! - GJ

My great-great-grandparents, Hannah and John JUDSON, were baptised in
Nantwich in 1793 and 1795 respectively.  They did not appear in the 1841
census, and their children were then living with a William FARMER.  I
assumed that they had died, but could find no record of their deaths, leading
me to think they both might have died in the cholera epidemic in Nantwich in
1840.  The absence of any record of their deaths had been puzzling me for years.

Thinking about it the other day, I thought I’d put a query on RootsChat to see
if anything might be suggested, but without any great hope.  In just a few hours
I received several messages with various comments, but to my delight, one
contributor had come up with what was the answer to my mystery.  He had
spotted that William FARMER’s wife in the 1841 census was a Hannah.  He
then found that a Hannah JUDSON, widow, had married a William FARMER,
widower and shoemaker, in 1835, in Manchester.  I have found, before, that
several couples from Nantwich had married in Manchester, for some reason;
possibly because the shoemakers used to travel there to sell their footwear.  I
must have had a blank spot when not seeing a possible connection between
Hannah JUDSON and Hannah FARMER. 

This only left the absence of a record of the death of John unsolved, but it did
mean that he had died before 1835, which would explain why his death was
not in the General Register Office index.  He had a daughter who died in 1834,
and I now wonder if he died in the same year from some contagious illness.  If
this was so, Hannah married again very soon after, which might have explained
the marriage, out of the way in Manchester.  John’s burial should have been in
the Nantwich parish register, but perhaps it can’t be found as some pages have
been damaged.

It has been an example of the excellent results than can be found through
RootsChat and I heartily recommend the site. See www.rootschat.com
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Family History Programs

PAF – Personal Ancestral File
There's a world full of very strange people out there, and some of them
continue to use (or perhaps just keep) their family history data created on PAF
(Personal Ancestral File)! The PAF program was formally withdrawn by the
Church of Latter-Day Saints (LDS) in 2013, but it hadn't received any
development for five or ten years before that. However, I still get enquiries
about it from time to time.  Here is a cautionary tale forwarded by Computer
Club member Gren Dix.

How would you feel if you lost all your computerised family history data that
you had sweated blood to obtain?  Even worse, what if it was in a digital safe
and you couldn’t get in to it?  The computer club gremlins would be gnawing
at your brain and poking you with tridents asking why you hadn’t backed up
your data.  This data scenario happened to a friend of mine.  He recently
updated his computer from Windows 7 to Windows 10.  He was happy with
Windows 7, but he is really a photography fanatic.  I suspect he was worried
about ongoing support.  Also, in reality his photo editing software probably
required a more up-to-date operating system.  Anyway, the update appeared
to have deleted his PAF5 family history program.  His cri de cœur arrived at my
Inbox.  He had no PAF program but he had a file with the .paf extension.  I tried
loading it as it stood into Family Historian but no luck, the program would not
accept the PAF file.  At this point I emailed Geoff, and we concluded, after
looking for PAF online, the LDS page has gone, although it is mentioned on
FamilySearch at www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/PAF_and_Other_Genealogy_Software

There is, however, a PAF User Group organisation with a sound-looking website
at: http://mpafug.org/ You can download good copies of the PAF5 and PAF
Companion programs from there. It is then possible to install the PAF5 program
and open the old files.  You could live with that if you wish, but Geoff and I
strongly recommend using the program to export a Gedcom file, and import it
into Family Historian (or another program of your choice).  This would be a far
better way to effect recovery and operate in future with a sound, up-to-date
program.  The LDS and PAF program writers created the Gedcom concept.  The
PAF program was based on the Gedcom file.  A Gedcom file is at the heart of the
modern-day Family Historian program, too. 

I also contacted the Family Historian User Group forum at www.fhug.org.uk
Within minutes there were replies on the noticeboard directing me to a website
where I could download the program file paf5setup.exe.
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I installed PAF5 and successfully opened my friend’s file.  I used PAF to export
the data as a Gedcom file, and was able to import it into Family Historian.  I sent
him the link to the program, and the Gedcom file.

After all that, the endpiece of the story is that my friend is sticking with the re-
established PAF program.  He will spend money on his photography, but not
on his family history!

Key learning point for all readers - whatever family history program you use,
have you got a Gedcom file of the data?  Have you got backups?

Further note from me is to be sure that you hold backup copies of any important
program installation files, especially for freeware stuff.  It can suddenly fall in to the
‘unsupported’ category, and eventually its supporting webpage can just disappear - GJ 

From the Inbox

Ancestry Public Library Edition and an Issue of Clarity - by Computer Club’s
Peter Deakin

I'd long given up expecting to discover anything about the World War One
armed forces service (if any) of my maternal grandfather.  I assumed his records
were among the large number destroyed in the World War Two fire.  However,
once or twice a year I search Ancestry, using the Warrington Library
subscription to Ancestry Library Edition, to see if anything new has come up.  

In March I was surprised to see that my grandfather's World War One Pension
Record Card had been made available.  A quick check of the transcript
confirmed that it was my grandfather, not least the given home address.  Now,
at last, I knew most of his key service details:  he was Private Arthur Cornwall,
No. 96555, Sherwood Foresters, and he was discharged 13 September 1919.  The
transcript made no mention of enlistment.  I would now be able to cross-
reference the several Medal Record Cards I'd transcribed years ago to see which
record was his. 

It was at this point that I clicked on the link to See Fold3 Image.  What came up
on the screen was a partially blurred image.  The central details, as transcribed
and referred to above, could be read because one knew already what they said.
Other writing, particularly in a left-hand column and which might refer to the
computation of the pension and perhaps length of service, was largely illegible.
Furthermore, the image of the reverse of the card could not be accessed.
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I checked another computer and monitor at the library and got the same
blurred image.  I checked the record of my paternal grandfather and found that
this image was also blurred.  I should stress that census page images and the
like were quite clear on these screens.  I next contacted the Western Front
Association (WFA), whose records they are and who have licensed them to
Ancestry.  WFA advised me that the images are crystal clear.  They did invite
me to join WFA and so get access to the record through them, but at a cost of
£29 per annum.  Meanwhile, I looked at the RootsChat World War One forum
and discovered that a number of contributors are unhappy that these records
have been given to Fold3 (See CHESHIRE ANCESTOR, Dec 2018, p18 for an
explanation of Fold3).  To be asked to pay an additional $49 to access what many
said was mostly a collection of American military documents upset many.

It is good that Ancestry provides transcriptions of the key details of these Fold3
pension records via the Library subscription.  What is disappointing is that they
invite users to access the images but then serve up an impaired or degraded
version of the images.  It has been suggested to me that this is a marketing ploy:
Ancestry has whetted my appetite, and now wishes me to subscribe as an
individual, and then add on a $49 Fold3 subscription too.  As yet it's not
convinced me, although I'd dearly love to know whether Arthur Cornwall was
a volunteer or a conscript!

Closing Snippet

Charles CRAWFORD and his family, found in the 1851 census for Lincolnshire.
Did his wife really give birth to two children when in her eighties?!

Let’s have more input please.  I really need your submissions
before mid-July in order to prepare for September’s edition
– GJ
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Group Events and Activities

For changes and up-to-date news check the website
www.fhsc.org.uk

Alsager Group
by John Higgins

Future meetings:
17th June Poison: a Woman’s Weapon

A talk about a trial in Liverpool in 1884. Two sisters were charged
with the murder of Thomas Higgins, husband of the younger
sister; the method was poisoning with arsenic and the motive was
life insurance.

15th July Group visit – to be arranged
August No meeting
16th Sept Annual General Meeting

Alsager Group meets at 7.30pm on the 3rd Monday of the month (except
August and December) at Wesley Place Methodist Church Hall, Lawton Road,
Alsager, ST7 2AF. Admission is £1 for members and £2 for non-members.
Refreshments are served after the talk, when there is an opportunity to discuss
family history with other members. There is a large car park (free) opposite the
church. Visitors are most welcome. 

Bebington Group
by Bob Wright

Future Meetings:
24th June Tiptoe Through the Tombstones – Rina Tillinger
22nd July Speke Aerodrome – Rob Taylor
19th Aug Liverpool/Welsh Connections – Richard Baker
23rd Sept History of the RNI – Brian Jordan

Bebington Group meets at 7.30pm on the 4th Monday of the month (excluding
Bank Holidays) at Bebington Civic Centre, Civic Way, CH63 7PN. Admission
is £1.50 for members, £2 for visitors, including refreshments.
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Bramhall Group
by Janet Phillips

Future meetings:
13th June Staircase House and Stockport Heritage Magazine – Steve Cliffe

Come and learn about the fight to save the award winning
museum Staircase House and how Steve has promoted heritage
within the Borough with the Stockport Heritage Magazine.

25th July Group outing - Group visit to Blackden Trust.  Tour of the home 
of Alan Garner, author of The Owl Service

8th Aug Battersby Hats of Stockport - Rupert Battersby
In 1863, Stockport warehouseman William John Battersby refused
to change the date of his wedding, a decision that ultimately cost
him his job. He could never have guessed that this would be a
pivotal moment, not just in his life, but ultimately in the history of
the British hat industry.

12th Sept AGM plus Wit and Wisdom in the Churchyard –David Guyton
The AGM followed by a light-hearted talk from David about
findings in the graveyard! This evening the group will be
celebrating its 20th birthday.

Meetings are held at 7.30pm on the second Thursday of each month in the
United Reformed Church Hall, Bramhall, SK7 2PE (corner of Robins Lane and
Bramhall Lane South). Admission charge £2. All visitors are most welcome.

Chester Group
by David Guyton

Future meetings:
27th June Early Sources for Family Historians - Tony Bostock
25th July AGM  followed by  Ephemera - An insight into our lives over 

the past 100 years - Glynn Parry
August No Meeting
26th Sept  Sir William Brown - The Man who made Liverpool -David Hearn

Group meetings are held on the last THURSDAY of the month in the Church
Hall , All Saint's Church, 2 Vicarage Road, Hoole, Chester CH2 3HZ at 7.30pm.
There is a small charge for admission and parking is available. All members
and visitors welcome.  We have a family history help desk at Grosvenor
Museum - opening times are 10.30am to 12.30pm and 1.30pm to 4.00pm on
Tuesdays and Fridays and also at Chester Library at Storyhouse on Tuesday
mornings between 10.00am and noon .
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Computer Group – The Society’s Computer Club
by Geoff Johnson

Meetings take place at 7.30pm on the 2nd Wednesday of the month at Hartford
Methodist Church Hall, Beach Road, Hartford, Northwich, CW8 3AD. There
is no charge - even the tea and biscuits are free! Open to ALL members, we
focus on a wide range of genealogy/computing topics. Discussions are
informal and audience participation is encouraged. Access to all the main
family history websites is available at our meetings. With all attendees
suggesting search ideas, members often go home with some family history
information they have been struggling to find.

We seldom pre-arrange meeting topics, preferring instead to discuss new
websites, members’ own current problems, or generally educating members
on getting the best from their computers. The subject of each meeting is usually
announced the week before, by email or on the Club’s events web page.

Congleton Group
by David Smetham

Future meetings:
18th June Fletcher Moss and his Travels – Dr Diana Leitch

Early explorations on his bicycle and train in the early 20th century
by this historian and his photographic companion based on his
seven books of Pilgrimages to Old Houses. Includes local examples
in Cheshire, Shropshire, Staffordshire and North Wales.

6th July No Meeting
20th Aug Visit – Field to Fork – Tatton Park (Details available from 

Congleton@fhsc.org.uk )
17th Sept AGM plus Workshop – 1939 Register

Meetings take place at 7.30pm on the 3rd Tuesday of each month at Congleton
Library. Non-members are welcome. There is ample parking and access to the
Library is by the lower entrance.

Crewe Group
by Margaret Spate

Future meetings:
11th June Lidice 1942 – its destruction and rebirth – Steve Booth
9th July Miss Winifred Comber of Knutsford, Traveller and Photographer

1895 - 1973. Articles and photographs 1934 - 1960
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August No meeting this month
10th Sept Crewe Group AGM, short formal meeting, additions TBA.

Crewe is one of the groups hoping to revitalise the BMD project for the Crewe
and Nantwich District. It goes without saying that we need to recruit
volunteers.  Please see page 21 for further information from Ian Hartas.

Meetings are held on the 2nd Tuesday of the month at Jubilee House, St Paul’s
St, Crewe CW1 2QA. Suggested parking at the adjacent Victoria Centre Car
Park, CW1 2PT where there is free parking after 6.00pm. Please check the
Crewe pages on the FHSC website for further information on meetings.

Crewe Family History Unit
Please see pages 75 - 76 and elsewhere in this issue for details of the Society’s
research centres.

Macclesfield Group
by Jean Laidlaw

Future meetings:
25th June A visit to Quarry Bank Mill, Styal.
23rd July Quarry Bank Mill, Styal -  Shan Bristow
27th Aug A forgotten Congleton suffragette - Olivia Smedley

The subject is Elizabeth Wolstenholme-Elmy (1833 – 1918).
24th Sept AGM followed by

Display of WWII memorabilia with short talks by members.

Please note change of dates for visit and talk on Quarry Bank Mill.

Unless otherwise stated, meetings are held on the 4th Tuesday of the month at
The Salvation Army Hall, Roe Street, Macclesfield, SK11 6UT.  Doors open at
7.15pm and meetings start at 7.30pm.  Entry is through the main door facing
the Churchill Way car park, and we meet in the ground floor room. Admission
is £2 including refreshments and a ticket for the FHSC members-only draw for
a small gift.

The complete programme for 2019 is available on the Macclesfield page of the
FHSC website www.fhsc.org.uk, where you will also find the latest group
news. A monthly update and reminder about meetings is emailed to
subscribers on our newsletter list. If you would like to be added to our
newsletter list go to the Macclesfield page on the website and click on Add
Macclesfield to My Groups or send a request to macclesfield@fhsc.org.uk.
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Middlesex Group
by Victoria Doran (FHSC Chairman)
Is there a member in the London area who would like to run this group?
Support will be provided - the key activities will be to arrange a venue and
meeting topics. If any member would like to attend a meeting in London please
contact me - chairman@fhsc.org.uk.

Nantwich Group
by Sheila Mitchell

Future meetings:
18th June Lost Chapels and Churches in Nantwich - Dave Poyntor
16th July Ernie's Gold - Ian Jones
August No Meeting
17th Sept The Mainwarings of Peover Hall - David Young

All of our meetings will be held on the 3rd Tuesday of the month at the
Nantwich Methodist Church Centre, Hospital Street, Nantwich CW5 5RP.
Doors open at 7.15pm for a 7.30pm start. Admission is £2 for members and £3
for non-members including refreshments. Ample parking nearby.

Family History Workshops in Nantwich Library take place on Mondays at
2.00pm on the following dates:      24th June 23rd September
Please come to see us if you have a query or need help to start your family tree.

Everyone will be most welcome at all of our events. 

Northwich Group
by Dave Thomas

Future meetings:
10th June Anecdotes of a Registrar - Carole Codd
8th July Visit to Witton Church with talk by Tony Bostock

(Please arrive by 7.00pm)
12th Aug Overpaid, Oversexed and Over Here - Rina Tillinger
9th Sept AGM followed by group discussion

Meetings are held on the 2nd Monday of the month at Hartford Methodist
Church Hall, Beach Road, Hartford, Northwich CW8 3AB. Doors open at
7.00pm for a 7.30pm start. Admission is £1, and non-members are most
welcome. Car park available.
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Runcorn Group
by Linda Wilding

Future meetings:
5th June The Art of Criminal Conversation - Claire Moores

Researching Divorce Records
3rd July AGM, followed by

A Postcard arrives home from WWI – Linda Wilding
7th Aug Ancestors on the Net - Peter Rowley
4th Sept Castles & Churches - Gordon Roxby

Meetings are at 7.30pm on the first Wednesday of the month (except January)
at Churchill Hall, Cooper Street, Runcorn, WA7 1DH. All will be made very
welcome. Refreshments - tea, coffee and home-made cakes, parking available.
We have speakers occasionally, but encourage group participation in helping
others to knock down their brick walls. We have parish records available to
view, please ask a committee member

Sale Group
by Marion Hall

Future meetings:
12th June Manchester to Liverpool by Train in 1834 - Bernard Champness
10th July Was Grandmother really born in Alderly Edge? - Bryan Goodwin
14th Aug AGM

followed by Family History to the Rescue - David Lambert
A detective story about who was the legal owner of some land.

11th Sept Carrington: a Township and a Peat Bog - Charlotte Starkey

Meetings are held at 7.30pm, for talk at 8.00pm, on the 2nd Wednesday of the
month at Trinity Methodist Church, Trinity Road, Sale M33 3ED. Visitors are
always welcome. Admission is £2 for members and £2.50 for non members.

Tameside Group
by Gay Oliver

Future meetings:
12th June TBC (our proposed speaker has had to postpone until November)
10th July The Story of Peterloo - Kate Booth

Plus a display of the banners created by Tameside craft teams.
August No Meeting
11th Sept AGM plus Topic to be decided.
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I have some ideas for future talks, but need more:
Poverty and Social Reform in late Victorian East End of London•
The History of Hyde Chapel and Unitarians in Tameside•
A group of dedicated Egyptologists from Tameside•
Family History on a Budget•
For 2020 - Alan Crosby on Crime in the 17th Century•

Meetings are held on the 2nd Wednesday of the month in the Old Chapel
Schoolrooms, Dukinfield - doors open at 7.00pm. There is disabled access and
both members and non-members are welcome. Admission is £2 for members
and £2.50 for non-members.  For more information, go to www.fhsc.org.uk and
navigate to the Tameside pages to see the programme and sign up for our
newsletters.

Why not come along to one of our helpdesk sessions in Tameside Local Studies
and Archives Centre on the first and third Tuesdays each month between
2.00pm and 4.00pm, where our team of experts can help you to break down
those brick walls or get started from scratch.

Wallasey Group
by Dave Beck

Future meetings:
18th June Magical Mystery Tour - Ray O’Brien 

An imaginary tour of the Wirral dance halls and clubs and the
artists that played there (mainly Beatles).

16th July AGM followed by
A Magic Lantern Slide Show - Sheila Hamilton and Sheila Fidler
A slide show using the restored Magic Lantern belonging to
Wallasey Historical Society.

20th Aug Greenleaf Project: Bringing Archives to Life - Richard Jackson
Photographs are a desperately under valued historical resource
and are exceptionally delicate. The correct preservation is essential
for their continued survival. This talk will provide a brief overview
of the processes that go into digitising and sharing photographic
materials in libraries, archives and other collections.  

17th Sept Letter to a wrong Egremont address  - Jo McCourt 
Jo explains how the letter reveals a fascinating family history. The
research includes university archives, probate and wills, medical
developments and a knight of the realm.

Meetings are held at 7.30 pm on the 3rd Tuesday of the month except December
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at Claremount Methodist Church, Claremount Road, Wallasey CH45 6UE.
Access via car park in Taunton Road. Visitors are always welcome.

We hold a helpdesk from 10.00am to 1.00pm on the 2nd and 4th Friday of each
month, at the Wallasey Central Reference Library, Earlston Road, Wallasey
CH45 5DX. At these helpdesks we are able to give individual help with family
history research. There is access to the library via a ramp and internal lift for
those who are less mobile or using a wheelchair.  All members and non-
members are welcome.

Myko Clelland of FindMyPast and David Guyton, Group Leader of the Chester
Group, both drew attention to this entertaining 1911 census form. The head of
household was widower William RIGBY, aged 40, of 109 Olton Road,
Birkenhead (Ref RG14 RD452 ED34 SD1 SN55 or RG14/21991).

These additional entries on the form, which may have been written by someone
other than the head of household as the writing looks a little different, have
been crossed out by the enumerator:

William’s sister-in-law and maid are both stated to work in the industry of
Suffragette.

The last name on the form is Tobit Crackitt, relation to head of household Tom
Cat, aged 2?, married, 16 children, occupation Mouse Catcher, Soloist & Thief,
infirmity - Speechless.

Across the lower portion of the form is written: All above mentioned have
Breakfast, Dinner, Tea & Supper. Eat Standard Bread, Drink Sterilized Milk, Sleep
with the Windows open. Wash our sheets once a week. God Save the King. R.S.V.P.
Rest in Peace.

Can anyone claim this family as their ancestors?

Whose Ancestor in the 1911 Census?



CHESHIRE ANCESTOR June 201972

Membership
A

ng
el

a 
M

oo
re

Pe
te

r M
el

lo
r

N
ew

 M
em

be
rs

Re
ne

w
al

s/
C

ha
ng

es

If you receive a printed journal, the label
on the mailing envelope shows your
membership number and subscription
renewal date. The additional numbers are
“sort numbers” used by our mailing
agency. If you change your contact
details, please update them on the website
or advise Peter Mellor.

If you do not wish your address to be
stored on the Society’s computer
database, please inform Peter Mellor
(see inside front cover).

The "M" Team

10059 UN Ian TYRRELL Cumbria
10060 UN Ms Megan HOUGH Australia
10062 TS Mr David LEE Bedfordshire
10063 WA Mrs Cecilia NEEDHAM Cheshire
10064 WA Mr Sidney MOLYNEUX Cheshire
10065 UN Miss Judy KAY London
10066 UN Mr Tim LOMAS Shropshire
10069 UN Mrs Helen H MORGAN Greater Manchester
10070 UN Mr Stuart KINSEY Cheshire
10071 UN Mrs Susan WYLIE Cumbria
10072 UN Miss Angela JENKINSON Greater Manchester
10073 UN Mr Christopher J HADFIELD Cheshire

New Members
We welcome the following new members to our society and wish them success
with their research:
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Permission to Contact You

Under the General Data Protection Regulations (GDPR) that came into force
in May 2018, the Society is required to obtain your positive permission to
use the contact details you have given. For instance, to email you about news
and events, send CHESHIRE ANCESTOR to you, etc.

We have policies in place that satisfy the regulations and ensure that we will
not misuse your information, and your contact details are only passed to a
third party if you have a printed copy of CHESHIRE ANCESTOR, when we
must, of course, pass your address to the company that handles the
distribution for us. We have checked that that company itself is GDPR
compliant. Your information will be deleted at a reasonable interval after
you cease to be a member, or immediately when you leave if you so request.

The renewal form for 2019 contains a new box for you to confirm that you
agree with us using your contact details to run the Society.

If you pay by standing order you can go to the Society’s website
www.fhsc.org.uk and check that it indicates that you have given permission.

Log in to the website.
Choose My Membership > My Profile
Then click the FHSC Membership tab.
Finally, look at the Contact Permission line.
If you need to change the contact permission, click on the Edit Profile button
with the cog-wheel further up the page on the right.
Then click the FHSC Membership tab.
Make your changes and click Submit.

If you want to give permission by post instead of using the website, please
complete the renewal form, marking it clearly that you already pay by
standing order, tick the permission box on page III, and send it to the
Membership Renewals Secretary for our records.

If you renew your subscription online, the online renewal form should ask
for your permission when you renew.

If you are a recent new member, you will have given permission on the
membership form or website when you joined.

PLEASE HELP US TO HELP YOU - REMEMBER TO INCLUDE YOUR
MEMBERSHIP NUMBER IN ALL CORRESPONDENCE



CHESHIRE ANCESTOR June 201974

Both locations offer free access to FindMyPast, The Genealogist and Ancestry
websites, and hold a large collection of microfilms, microfiche, books and
documents. Manned by experienced volunteers, visitors can obtain help and
advice on family and local history research. Do you have your own microfiche
but no reader? Bring them to us and view them using our fiche readers!

CREWE FAMILY HISTORY UNIT

2nd Floor, Municipal Building,
Earle Street, Crewe, CW1 2BJ
Tel 01270 685699

The Municipal Building is situated near
the market and opposite Memorial
Square and the old library. Crewe
Register Office is in the same building.

All visitors must sign in and out at reception. You will be directed to the second
floor; a lift is available.

FREE access to FindMyPast, Ancestry and The Genealogist
Local parish registers on film - extensive library of books

Crewe and District and South East Cheshire local history archives
See the Crewe FHU Library Holdings lists on the FHSC website

Usual opening hours: 10am-4pm Monday and Tuesday
plus one Saturday morning each month

For Saturday dates, and changes to usual opening hours, please see this issue’s
Research Centre News or the FHSC website www.fhsc.org.uk.

Non-members visiting for
the first time will be offered
(for a small donation) time
with a volunteer to explain
the facilities available and
advice on family history
research. Membership of
the Society is encouraged
for further visits.

The Society’s Family History 
Research Centres
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MOBBERLEY FAMILY HISTORY RESEARCH CENTRE

Rajar Building, Town Lane,
Mobberley, WA16 7ER
Tel: 01565 872210

The Rajar Building is situated on the corner
of Town Lane (A5085) and Ilford Way. The
entrance is at the front of the building on
Town Lane, and the Research Centre is on
the first floor (access by stairs - no lift). 

FREE help and advice from our experienced duty volunteers
FREE access to FindMyPast (World), Ancestry and The Genealogist

Local parish registers on film (some of which are not available online)
Extensive library of books on all topics, covering many areas of the UK

(See the Mobberley Library Holdings lists on the FHSC website)
Searchable digital archive of family history magazine back-issues and data

Nominal charge for printing and photocopying
Fiche/film and A2 scanning available – please enquire.

Usual opening hours: Monday-Friday 10am-4pm; closed on bank holidays.
For changes to usual opening hours, please see this issue’s Research Centre News
or the FHSC website www.fhsc.org.uk.

Admission charges apply. Non-members welcome but preferably should
phone in advance. Non-member entry fee £5, refundable on joining the Society
on day of visit. FREE hot drinks. Sandwiches etc may be purchased nearby.

Bus stop (Bucklow Ave) nearby for the new D&G Bus no. 88/89 service from
Knutsford (10 mins), Wilmslow (20 mins), Macclesfield (50 mins), Altrincham
(55 mins), Northwich (50 mins).
See www.dgbus.co.uk.

Suggested on-street parking on
Ilford Way, Marion Drive, and on
Pavement Lane, across the road
from the Rajar Building.

Parking at weekends only at a
business park in Goostrey Way,
second right off Ilford Way.
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
Maps: OS data © Crown copyright and database right 2016 and 2017.

ADVERTISING RATES
Advertisements are accepted for publication at the following rates per issue, with a
discount when the same copy is run in four consecutive issues:

Full page: £47 per issue; £170 for 4 issues
Half-page: £25 per issue;   £90 for 4 issues
Quarter-page: £14 per issue;   £50 for 4 issues

Please send a cheque payable to “FHS of Cheshire” to the Treasurer, enclosing a
stamped,self-addressed envelope if a receipt is required. Advertising copy to be emailed
or sent by post to the Editor, preferably as a PDF file (addresses inside front cover).
Note: final copy dates for adverts are TWO MONTHS prior to publication date, i.e. 1st January
for the March issue and so on.

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION RATES
UK INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIP with a printed CHESHIRE ANCESTOR - £18.00
UK INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIP with an electronic CHESHIRE ANCESTOR - £13.00
UK FAMILY GROUP MEMBERSHIP (all at the same address)

Above rates plus £2.00 per family
OVERSEAS MEMBERSHIP with an electronic CHESHIRE ANCESTOR -     £13.00
Special arrangements will be made for overseas members who need a printed copy.
The Society year commences on 1st July.
Membership commences on the day of receipt of an application.

New members joining between 1st July and the following 31st March inclusive will•
receive all four journals of that society year; renewal date is 1st July following
joining date.
New members joining between 1st April and 30th June will receive a•
complimentary journal; renewal date is 1st July the following year.
Cheques, etc., should be made payable to “FHS of Cheshire”.
Please ensure your payment date on your standing order is set to 1st July.

New member applications should be sent to Membership Enrolments:
Mrs Angela Moore, 6 Woodlands Close, Stalybridge, SK15 2SH

Renewals, or changes of address, should be sent to Membership Renewals:
Mr Peter A Mellor, Tan-Y-Celyn, Rhos Isaf, Rhostryfan, Caernarfon, LL54 7LY

Why not ADVERTISE your
Cheshire or Genealogy BUSINESS or PRODUCT

in this space?
Just £14 per issue, or £50 for four consecutive issues

(see below for full details)
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Cover picture: Roman Amphitheatre and St John the Baptist Church, Chester.
Photo © Des Blenkinsopp (cc-by-sa/2.0) - geograph.org.uk/p/2881601.
Said to be the most impressive Norman church in Cheshire, reputedly founded by King Aethelred in
the year 689 - see Great-aunt Elizabeth WILLIAMSON, by Chester Guttridge, on page 39.
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GROUP FOCUS
Members may attend the meetings of any of the Society’s groups.
If travelling some distance to attend a particular talk, please check with
the FHSC website or the group leader in case of a last-minute change.

TAMESIDE GROUP

In this edition
19th Century Terraced Housing  Never Assume Anything

Finding the Ancestors of Orphan Annie
Who can you believe? Holiday in Hoylake, 1873
Have you lost any HOLLANDs? and more...

The Tameside group meets at
7.30pm on the second Wednesday
of the month at the Old Chapel
Schoolrooms, Old Road,
Dukinfield, SK16 4EN. Doors
open at 7.00pm.

Non-members are always
welcome.

Future Tameside Group Meetings
12th June TBC (the proposed speaker has had to postpone)
10th July The Story of Peterloo - Kate Booth

Plus a display of the banners created by Tameside craft teams.
August No Meeting
11th Sept AGM plus a talk on a topic to be decided.

For full details, please see the Tameside group information on page 69.
We hope to see you soon!

CHESHIRE ANCESTOR printed by: Deanprint Ltd., Cheadle Heath Works, Stockport SK3 0PR

The Family History Society of Cheshire
www.fhsc.org.uk

Location of Groups
(see inside back cover for contact details)
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