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Society’s Objectives  
© Glamorgan Family History Society  

As a registered charity the main objectives of the Glamorgan Family History Society are 
to: encourage and stimulate research into genealogy and allied subjects with particular 
reference to the historic county of Glamorgan: to assist members in their private 
research; encourage the transcription and preservation of records of family history and 
the deposit of original documents of value in approved repositories; publish papers of 
genealogical value and interests; establish, to mutual advantage, relations with other 
organisations interested in genealogy and allied subjects; maintain a library and regularly 
publish a journal.  The journal is the official publication of the Glamorgan Family History 
Society.  Articles appearing in the journal may not be reproduced without the written 
permission of the Editor.  Views expressed in articles and letters are not necessarily 
those of the GFHS.  
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EDITORIAL 
 

We asked for sporting stories for the first journal of this new decade, and we 
have them, not only from the established sports of rugby and football, but from 
cycling, boxing, tennis and some less orthodox versions of racing! 
 
Rhian Diggins of the Glamorgan Archives reminds us of the amazing spread of 
sporting activities that grew up in and around the valleys of south Wales during 
the heyday of the industrial period.  It would seem that wherever a patch of 
ground was available (and it would rarely be flat, so much levelling or shoring up 
was needed to produce any sort of pitch), then a game of some sort would take 
place.  If a pitch was not to be found, then contests would take place in the 
street, on the hillside, or outside the pub. 
 
Not all activities surrounding these games were legal and there was a fair 
amount of skullduggery going on, but the following articles give a flavour of how 
communities were brought together by practically any sporting activity.    
 
Away from sport, we have an article on the Welsh ironworkers who went to 
France in the early 19th century, the Welsh miners who were involved in the 
terrible Avondale pit disaster, and for contrast a story of a WW1 postcard that 
went missing 100 years ago, and has just turned up! 
 
Our June journal is open for any topic, so please let us have your stories, 
anecdotes, and photographs for a bumper 2020. 
 
SOCIETY VACANCIES – YOUR HELP IS NEEDED 
There are a number of vacancies advertised throughout the journal and by the 
time you receive this journal our Annual General Meeting will be a week or so 
away.  If you can help with any of the roles mentioned it would allow the main 
Society Officers to continue for a little longer to keep the Society functioning, 
since all the positions advertised are currently being covered by those already 
undertaking important Society roles.  This, as you can imagine, is not an ideal 
state of affairs since it means that eg progress with research or development of 
the website, is affected if the current Society Officers are having to pick up ALL 
the administration required in a large Society.  Having a larger pool and teams 
of volunteers that can help with the day to day administration, and learn what is 
required in a large Society, will also allow for better progression planning and 
cover when personal and family commitments mean that the Society Officers 
need to take a break.  We are proposing to change our Constitution at the AGM 
to restrict the length of time that Society Officers serve on the Executive 
Committee and members will be advised further by email once the 1 February 
deadline for nominations has passed as to our 2020 Executive Committee 
vacancies. 

Jean Fowlds & Sue Hamer, editor@glamfhs.org.uk 
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GLAMORGAN’S BLOOD 
Rhian Diggins, Glamorgan Archives 

 
Glamorgan Archives received funding from the Wellcome Trust to catalogue 
the records of the coal industry in south Wales.  The Glamorgan’s Blood 
project recently came to a close, with 14,633 entries added to Glamorgan 
Archives’ catalogue, Canfod http://calmview.cardiff.gov.uk/.  Conservation 
work has been undertaken to stabilise and repair material, ensuring its long-
term preservation for future generations. 
 
The title of the project comes from Mervyn Peake’s poem, Rhondda Valley, 
which describes coal mining as the life blood of the valleys.  By 1913 the 
south Wales coalfield was one of the largest coalfields in the world.  In 1947 
the industry was nationalised and the National Coal Board was created.  The 
rapid growth of the coal industry led to the development of a whole new 
society in south Wales, with a focus on the local colliery. 
 

SPORT IN THE COALFIELDS 
  
The coal collections at Glamorgan Archives document the development, 
change and decline of an industry synonymous with south Wales, charting its 
impact on the lives and health of miners and the wider coalfield community. 
 
Like other industrial areas of Britain in the late 19th century, the south Wales 
valleys were obsessed with organised sport.  
 
Newspaper reports on events like the first annual Miners’ Road Race, held in 
Cardiff in 1926, show that there was a spirit of comradeship and 
sportsmanship in the coalfield communities. 
 
By 1930, welfare and recreation amenities in the south Wales coalfield were 
described as the most progressive in the country.  Many areas had facilities 
for bowls, tennis, croquet, quoits, rugby and football. 
 
Colliery magazines reported on sporting competitions, with photographs, 
articles and fixture lists for men’s cricket, bowls and rugby.  Women were 
also represented in the magazines, with the inclusion of ladies’ tennis. 
 
You can find out more about the coal records at the Archives in the 
Glamorgan’s Blood exhibition, which will be touring south Wales during 2020.  
And if you’re searching for your coal mining ancestors, be sure to take a look 
at our new research guide, ‘Colliery Records for Family Historians: A Guide 
to Resources held at Glamorgan Archives’, which can be accessed on our 
website www.glamarchives.gov.uk.  
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VACANCIES  
SOCIETY TREASURER NEEDED 

As from 29 February 2020 
This is an essential Society/Trustee role currently being undertaken by 

Nick Davey who will be retiring at the AGM.   
A few volunteers have come forward to assist and a Finance Team is 
being developed in order that elements of Treasurer’s role: the day to 
day book-keeping, payments etc are covered but as yet no-one has 

indicated they are willing to be nominated for this vital Society/Trustee 
role.  For further information contact:  

 Nick Davey - treasurer@glamfhs.org.uk 
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ROBERT THOMAS -  
CARDIFF CITY RUGBY (1889-1890) 

#20408  Anthony Robert Thomas 
 

My grandfather, Robert THOMAS, was born at Llwyncelyn House, Porth, 
Rhondda in 1865.  His father was Edmund Thomas who at that time owned 
the Llwyncelyn Colliery and later sank the Gelli Colliery in 1870 and the 
Tynybedw Colliery in 1877.  
 
Robert and six of his brothers and sisters moved to Maindy Hall at Ton 
Pentre which Edmund had had built in 1877.  However, after Edmund’s 
younger brother Daniel got killed attempting a rescue at Pen-y-Graig in 
January 1884 Edmund sold both collieries and his house and moved his 
family to Lanelay Hall at Llantrisant.  Robert was then sent to Brecon College 
where he learned to play rugby.  

During these years I understand he played for Wales at schoolboy level.  
 

 
 
This photo shows Robert (7th from left) while captain of the first XV at Brecon 
College around 1883.  At the same time his younger brother, John (2nd from 
right), also played for the team. 
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He then became a trainee solicitor in Cardiff and later a partner in the firm of 
Francis & Thomas, at 11 Castle Street, Cardiff.  He continued his rugby by 
playing for Cardiff City from 1885 to 1890. 
 

 
 
This family photo shows Robert in the middle row, 2nd from the right, in the 
1889-1890 team.  I saw a copy of this photo in the passage of the office 
entrance to the Cardiff Arms Park 30 years ago.  Is it still there? 
 

  
I have two velvet caps awarded to 
Robert when playing for Cardiff City Cap 
No 1, 2nd XV 1885-86, Cap No 2, 1st XV 
1889-90 

I would be very interested to 
hear from anyone who can tell 
me what games these were 
awarded for. 
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Robert married Laura Rose BUCKLAND from Worcester in 1893 and moved 
to Clive Crescent, Penarth.  In 1914 he moved home to Worcester but died 
from heart failure in 1921 aged 56.  
 
Also of interest was that Robert’s niece, Annie Thomas, born 1883, daughter 
of his older brother Daniel, married Willie LLEWELLYN and had two children 
Glyn & Mary.  

 
 

THE GREAT WELSH RUN 
#10436  David JK Jones 

 
The Great Welsh Run was a huge sporting event in the Welsh calendar back 
in the first thirty years or so of the 20th century.  It was either run at the Taff 
Vale Park, Pontypridd or Virginia Park, Caerphilly.  Runners came from all 
over the world to compete.  Colloquially, it was known as the Welsh 
Powderhall or the Great Welsh Sprint.  It truly was a feather in the cap for 
any runner to win this famous race and attracted such athletic legends as 
Jack DONALDSON of Australia and the American legend CE HOLWAY.  A 
crowd in excess of 40,000 always watched this event.  The runners ran on a 
track of cinders or grass. 
 
The first winner of this prestigious event was a Scotsman, Harry HOWDEN 
from Edinburgh.  Wales didn’t have to wait too long for a winner with F 
COOMBES of Tonypandy winning the race in 1904. 
 
The most controversial race ever run, which incited crowd anger, happened 
in 1911 and involved a runner from Pontycymmer, Alec (Alexander) ROWE 
of 145 Oxford Street.  Alec Rowe, coal miner was 21 in 1911 and was born in 
St Brides Major but had lived in Pontycymmer for most of his life.  
 
Tommy OLDFIELD from Cardiff was to win the race “by the thickness of his 
running vest”.  The contentious issue however was the manner of his finish.  
Oldfield clearly broke the finishing tape with an outstretched left arm but to 
his left was Pontycymmer’s Alec Rowe whose left foot clearly reached the 
line before Oldfield’s stretch for the ribbon.  The vast majority of the crowd 
considered Rowe to be the winner, but it was the referee’s decision that 
counted. The ref was Dai WILLIAMS of the Greyhound Hotel, Pontypridd 
who sent the crowd into an angered frenzy by awarding the race to the 
Cardiff man.  
 
Alec Rowe returned to Pontycymmer a hero, and several newspaper reports 
show that he continued to run and won many more awards. 
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In years to come, it transpired that these events were rigged and fiddled by 
bookmakers and athletes and even some referees were involved.  
 
The last Great Welsh Run was run in 1934. 
 

 
 

BILLY REES 
#10631 Ian Black 

 
Billy REES was born in Pwllcarn Terrace, Blaengarw in March 1924.  He was 
spotted playing local football by Cyril SPIERS who was the Cardiff City 
manager.  Billy signed for Cardiff playing 83 war time games for them and 
scoring 74 goals, a record any player would be proud of.  Billy also played in 
the 1945 Wales v England War International. 
 

When the Football League restarted after World War 2 Billy helped Cardiff 
City get promotion from Division 3 South to Division 2.  Playing inside 
forward he was their top scorer the following season.  In the summer of 1949 
Tottenham Hotspur paid £14,000 for him but he only played 11 games for 
them scoring 3 goals, as he suffered a series of injuries which had resulted in 
him struggling to get into the first team.  He was soon sold to Leyton Orient 
for £14,500 where he spent 6 years scoring 58 goals. Billy also played non-
league football with Headington Town and Kettering Town. 
 
Billy Rees was very proud of his 4 Welsh Caps for playing against Northern 
Ireland, Belgium, Switzerland and Ireland where John CHARLES was one of 
his team-mates. 
 
After his football career was over Billy Rees returned to the Bridgend area 
working for a pharmaceutical company.  He ended his life living in Llangeinor 
back in the valley where he was born.   

 
 

COPYRIGHT - PLEASE NOTE  
 

When submitting material for publication in the journal the 
 copyright of all images and source material used in articles must be attributed.   

Where, after considerable research, it has not been possible to identify the original 
owner of the copyright prior to publication, attribution if later available, will be 

provided in a subsequent edition.  Where copyright is known, permission must be 
sought by the author of an article prior to publication.   
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ARTHUR LINTON OF ABERAMAN. 
#10933  Gerald Jarvis 

 
The mining village of Aberaman, between Aberdare and Mountain Ash, 
produced no less than four world-class cyclists by the end of the 19th century. 
 
Arguably the most famous of all was Somerset-born Arthur LINTON, whose 
cycling career started in the Cynon valley, where he worked in the local pit.  His 
brothers, Sam and Tom, were also well-known in this sport that was very popular 
in the 1890s in South Wales.  In 1894 Arthur Linton broke four world records and 
defeated the French champion, Jules DUBOIS, in Paris, where he was declared 
Champion of the World. 
 
However, it was in a road race that Arthur had his finest victory, in the 1896 
Bordeaux to Paris cycle race.  This event was the longest in the sporting 
professionals’ calendar, at 560km.  Arthur was not only the rider, but the 
mechanic too, as he had to carry with him all the spares and tools he would 
need between the stages.  
 
The race was not without its problems.  After an early lead on his main rival 
Gaston RIVIÈRE, he sheared a back-wheel nut and crashed, injuring his head.  
The bike was unusable, and he had to push it for 10km until he could borrow a 
bike from another competitor.  This too was problematical as he had trained and 
raced a 94” gear and his replacement was only a 64” gear, and he had another 
30 or 40km to go before he could get to one of his own bicycles. 
 
Back riding one of his own machines he soon managed to gain on Rivière and 
retook the lead just as they entered Paris.  What Arthur did not know was that 
the race organisers had changed the route due to roadworks.  He pressed on 
over the original route and crashed into another cyclist, sustaining a severe gash 
to his knee, and another head wound. 
 
Arthur remounted his bike and pushed on to the finishing line and was the first 
race competitor to enter the Paris Velodrome, but even though he had beaten 
Rivière on time the organisers decided because he had not followed the proper 
route, the race should go to Rivière.  This decision was altered when it was 
discovered that the route change had only been published in the Paris 
newspapers, and Arthur, who did not speak or read French, could not have 
known this.  The bike sponsors got involved until the race officials declared a 
tactical draw: Arthur was the winner for his record time and Rivière because he 
completed the course. 
 
Arthur Linton was booked for two more races after the Bordeaux-Paris event but 
he cancelled these, citing illness, and he died of typhoid fever six weeks later, 
aged 28, in Aberdare in June 1896. 
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There was a suspicion of doping after Linton's death as Choppy WARBURTON, 
their renowned trainer and manager was known to have given Arthur drinks from 
a 'black bottle' that he carried.  Although doping was not technically illegal in the 
sport there is a suspicion that the drink was Trymethyl, highly concentrated 
caffeine.  
 
More recent research has revealed the intense stress and training schedules 
these cyclists had to undergo, and it seems very likely that Arthur had little 
resistance to fight off any illness, let alone typhoid. 
 
Jimmy MICHAEL became world champion after Arthur’s death.  
 
NOTE: There is a blue plaque to honour Arthur in St Margaret’s Church in 
Aberaman, and also a stained-glass window and a lectern in his memory. 
 

 
 

A GAME OF THROWNS 
being a short treatise on Cnapan 

#10933 Gerald Jarvis 
 
Although its exact origin is unknown, ball sports such as Cnapan have been 
documented in 9th century text, which suggest that this sport had been played 
for thousands of years.  Said to have originated during the Dark Ages of the 5th 
to 10th centuries, Cnapan is/was a violent mob-based ball game played in West 
Wales.  
 
The game itself may have developed from the need to train people for combat, 
as most battles were of the 'push and shove' melée type, where often the 
strongest were the victors. 
 
Games were played between neighbouring villages and towns where teams 
competed for control of a slippery wooden ball and attempted by any means to 
return the ball to his home church by throwing to other team members.  Some 
may say it was a precursor to modern rugby, albeit with fewer rules and a lot 
more injuries. 
 
Cnapan used a wooden ball, similar in size to a baseball.  Prior to the match the 
ball would be boiled in animal fat to make it extremely slippery.  The game would 
start in neutral territory, ideally at a point between the two teams’ towns.  The 
ball would be placed on the ground and both 'teams' should retire 100 paces 
from it, and at a signal it was every man for himself.  The 'pitch' was pretty much 
everything in between the two churches, whether it be fields, rivers, swampland 
or forest, and included any villages in between. 
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Typically, teams would strip down to their breeches; this was usually to avoid 
their clothes being torn or caught hold of in the forthcoming confrontation, and it 
would also make them harder to tackle.  Horse riders were armed with batons, 
and those on foot could throw stones at the horsemen.  (A Breton game called 
Soule, was played without the horses). 
 
The aim of the game was to get the ball into your home church porch by sunset, 
using any means possible.  This means the ball could be carried, passed, or 
thrown, on foot or horseback.  Contrary to the violent nature of the game, stealth 
and cunning could also be brought into play to try and smuggle the ball unseen. 
 
Cnapan was played on Sundays and at religious festivals, such as Shrove 
Tuesday, Easter Monday, Ascension Day and Corpus Christi.  Because the 
home base of each team was their church, the sport had developed a strong 
cultural significance with religious practice.  During the game teams could 
wrestle, fight, throw things at each other, strike with sticks and even use small 
weapons, (several people are recorded to have died of knife wounds whilst 
playing Cnapan).  The game which was open to all classes was also used as an 
excuse to settle 'old scores'.  Games started at midday and traditionally ended at 
sunset.  If no team had won by then, a draw was called. 
 
There were several attempts to ban this sport, and several other forms of 'mob' 
football.  One such attempt was in 1314, after the English annexation of Wales.  
However, it was not for reasons of public safety; the English thought the game 
was a useless activity and wanted their subjects to learn archery instead! 

 
 

LOCAL SPORT DURING THE DEPRESSION. 
Wyn M Price & Rodney W Jones 

 
A very popular street game during the Depression of the 30s in the Valleys was 
Cattie & Doggie.  It was a game that cost next to nothing to play. 
 
The 'doggie' bat was an old piece of wood about 4' long and the 'cattie' was 
another piece of wood about 9” long which was tapered to a point at both ends.  
The game’s method was very simple: your opponent pitched the 'cattie' towards 
a 12” diameter circle chalked on the ground.  If it landed inside the ring without 
touching the edges, the 'batsman' was 'out' without a stroke being played. 
 
If however it landed along one edge of the ring the 'batsman' was allowed one 
stroke at it, but if it landed clear of the ring the 'batsman' had 3 strokes. 
 
The idea of this game was to hit the 'cattie' with the 'dog' on one of its tapered 
edges so that it flew up into the air.  Whilst it was airborne the 'batsman' could 
give it an almighty swipe propelling it as far as he could.  Upon completing his 
allocated strokes, the 'batsman' then estimated how many running strides 
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(called 'carms') lay between the circle and the 'cattie', and then the opposing 
team had to stride the distance in that number or less.  If they succeeded the 
'batsman's' estimate was added to their own score, but if they failed then the 
batting team was credited. 
 
Children played this game using old broom handles, while adults, usually in a 
club or colliery team, preferred to use the more manly, old mandrill shafts, and 
as the opposing teams were allowed to 'field' as in cricket, many a brave man 
came to grief trying to stop a 'cattie' in full flight.  Believe it or not there were 
leagues, championship tables, and all the paraphernalia nowadays associated 
with today's football teams, but with the return of the 'prosperity' of full-time 
employment after WW2, the game sadly died out. 
 

 
 

THE MAN WHO OUTRAN A HORSE,  
A GREYHOUND AND A CYCLIST 

 
This is the story of David John WILLIAMS, known as Llampha (1872-1954) 
who triumphed in a series of challenge foot races in the 1880s before going 
on to a prize-winning career as a tenor.  Undoubtedly he must have been the 
greatest sprinter in Blaengarw's history.  It is said that Mr Williams, who died 
in 1954 at the age of 80, once beat a cyclist, a horse and a greyhound over 
100 yards in separate events.  His son, Bryn Williams, who lives at Terfwyn, 
Heol Eglwys, Pen y Fai tells the story. 
 
"In those days, sport had to be of a more local nature, and realising what a 
great athletic talent my father had, a group of businessmen formed a 
syndicate to arrange challenges for him.  They trained him hard, so that they 
could make money by betting on him." 
 
His trainers were a Mr John THOMAS (nick-named Shwni Cwrlyn) of 
Cwmavon, who lived at 2 Railway Terrace, Blaengarw, and Mr Tom 
CHARLES of Pontyrhyl, whose son, Herbert, currently lives in Herbert St, 
Blaengarw.  The racetrack was on a section of Bridgend Rd, Pontycymmer, 
which was flat with an elevated bank for the spectators. 
 
The first race they arranged was against a professional cyclist.  "They 
selected a stretch of the road on which to hold the event and set the cyclist 
back 25 yards.  The cyclist was allowed to build up momentum, and when he 
was level with my father the starting gun was fired.  And my father beat him!”   
 
The syndicate then planned another race, and Llampha was paired against 
another professional, this time against a jockey on a racehorse. 
 
Once again the racehorse was set back 25 yards, and was given time to gain 
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momentum.  He started from an upright position, which is no longer used 
today, and once again he triumphed.   
 
Interest in David Williams's athletic abilities was stimulated throughout the 
Garw Valley, and there was a huge crowd for his next race - against a 
greyhound!  “My father wore a velvet waistcoat, which he deposited as a 
stake, and then prepared himself for his sternest test to date," says Bryn.  
"The greyhound was held back the 25 yards , the race begun, and once 
again my father won!" 
 
Footraces of this kind were very popular with sometimes large sums of 
money being bet, which was totally illegal at that time.  Two further accounts 
of footraces with Garw runners are: at Tondu football ground, a footrace 
between J EDWARDS v James EVANS, Garw.  The prize of £5.00 went to 
Evans by 70 yards.  Another race was held at Bridgend for £10.00, between 
Tom ACE, Pontycymmer v Tom WILLIAMS.  Ace had a 4 yard start but 
Williams “won easily”.   
 
A footrace with a difference was held in Pontypridd in 1899, when two 
butchers quarrelled, and a bet was made for a purse of gold; the novelty of it 
was that one racer would carry the local barber on his shoulders as a 
handicap!  He was given a 50 yard start and won the purse. 
 
Little is known about the remainder of Llampha's athletic career, but he was 
soon brought back to the public's attention due to his fantastic singing voice.  
He was regarded as one of the top tenors in Wales, winning a special tenor 
competition held at Exeter Hall, London, judged by a Dr Rogers, who came 
from Italy just for the event.  David Williams captured the prize and returned 
to Wales where he continued a sparkling music career as the main soloist for 
Resolven and Mountain Ash Choirs.  He also performed oratorios at Nebo 
Chapel, Blaengarw. 
 
His only surviving daughter, Mrs Hilda Jenkins, of Gwendoline St, Blaengarw 
continued the family's great singing tradition.  She won over 120 singing 
competitions in Wales before she was 16 years old.  She also sang regularly 
at Bethania Chapel, Blaengarw and appeared many times in the finals at the 
National Eisteddfod.  
 
Mr Bryn Williams, David John Williams' only son, was an active member of 
the now defunct Cor Meibion Cwmgarw.  “Like my father I am a tenor, but 
have not achieved his great heights." says Bryn, who has sent tapes of his 
choir's performances to his sister’s son in the USA.  Bryn's son, Gwyn. is a 
professor of Physics in Winnipeg, Canada. 
 
Taken from oral and written records of the Garw Valley Heritage Society, 
2016 
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ARMY BOXING 
#8653 Barrie Jones 

 
Merthyr Tydfil is known for producing boxers of British, European and World 
renown, my maternal grandfather was not of that class, but he was a boxer 
of some talent in the short time that he competed.  Michael LEAHAN, (1888-
1929) was born in 33 Cellars, Pontystorehouse, Merthyr Tydfil of second 
generation Irish parents and such was the poverty and dysfunctional family 
background that he was not expected to survive his birth.  He was baptised 
at home on the day of his birth, 16th October 1888, but was sufficiently strong 
enough to receive a church baptism 12 days later1 and even then his mother, 
Johanna, nee REGAN (1865-1902), delayed the registration of his birth until 
28th November. 
 
Michael’s father, Patrick LEAHAN (1859-1911), was a drinking companion of 
the notorious pugilist and bully Redmond COLEMAN, but it his highly likely 
that he learnt his boxing skills whilst serving in the Second Battalion, Welsh 
Regiment.  He had enlisted as a boy soldier and then in April 1907, soon 
after his eighteenth birthday, he formally enlisted for the standard seven year 
term.  At this time the Regiment was stationed in South Africa and it was 
there in Bloemfontein in 1909 that he won the Army and Navy feather-weight 
championship.  At this time one of the Battalion’s instructors was Sergeant 
William John RANGER2, a proficient gymnast and holder of the Army and 
Navy middle-weight championship of 1905.  Sergeant RANGER is more 
likely to have been the main influence on Michael’s boxing expertise. 
 
The Battalion completed its tour of duty in South Africa in March 19103 and 
returned to its barracks at Pembroke Dock and it was there that the 
Regiment prepared to send a group of soldiers to the forthcoming Army and 
Navy Boxing Championships at Aldershot in the October of that year4.  The 
squad comprised of: 
 
Private KING, welter-weight, 
Private LEAHAN, light-weight, 
 Private SKEETS, feather-weight, 
                                                           

1  St Mary’s R.C. Church baptism registers.  
2  Sergeant RANGER later transferred to the Arm Gymnastic Staff, whilst serving in 
India he was commissioned Lieutenant in the Somerset Light Infantry in 1915.  After the 
war he emigrated from Bath, Somerset, to Australia, dying in Fremantle, W. Australia in 
1935. 
3  “Welsh Regiments Homecoming – Troops welcomed at Pembroke Dock”, Weekly 
Mail, 26th March 1910, Welsh Newspapers Online. 
4  Evening Express, 25th October 1910, p. 3. Welsh Newspapers Online. 
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Private SKERRY, feather-weight, and 
Sergeant RANGER, middle-weight. 
 
As part of their preparation and an indication that they thought they had a 
strong squad of competitors, the Regiment hired the services of Fred DYER 
of Cardiff to act as the squad’s trainer and instructor, DYER, was the current 
light-weight champion of Wales.  In addition, the regiment organised an 
evening of warm-up bouts in the gymnasium at Llanion Barracks between 
the squad members and local boxers with DYER refereeing the bouts.  The 
local press reporter paid a lot more column inches to the bout between 
Michael and a Li EVANS5: 
 
This was a splendid contest, and both men showed not only plenty of 
stamina but plenty of skill also.  Leahan, who when the regiment was 
stationed at Bloemfontein held the light-weight Army and Navy championship 
of South Africa, won the bout, and had slightly the better of the exchanges, 
but in the point of skill there was little in it, and if anything Evans’s footwork 
was superior.  The Milford lad is a very pretty and clean boxer and is game 
too.  His opponent, however, appeared to have a harder punch.  Each round 
was fought at a rare pace, and it was only in the third round that the soldier 
scored.  Later, in the evening a backer of the Milford lad challenged Leahan 
to a 15 rounds contest and this was accepted.6 
 
The Championship at Aldershot was held over four days with over 300 
entries for the 12 championships.  However, Michael was the only 
‘Welshman’ to “survive the punishing early stages”: 
 
In the third round of the rank and file light-weights Private LEAHAN won a 
good fight against Sergeant Instructor BRADLEY (Army Gymnastic Staff).  
The latter was a cautious fighter, and covered himself well, but LEAHAN, 
with well judged leads, got over his guard, and got home left and right on the 
head and ribs several times in the first and second rounds.  The Sergeant, 
coming up in the third round a bit ’groggy’, Leahan saw his advantage and 
took it.  Boxing his opponent all around the ring he had him helpless across 
the ropes, the referee stopping the fight in the Welshman’s favour halfway 
through.  In the next series of the same competition LEAHAN met Private 
RONAN (2nd Royal Dublin Fusiliers) and had all the work cut out to win.  He 

                                                           
5  Elias Evans, born about 1889, Swansea, competed in 21 professional contests between 
1910 – 1924, received a DCM in March 1916, whilst serving in 173 Tunnelling 
Company, Royal Engineers. www.boxinghistory.org.uk and UK Citations of the 
Distinguished Conduct Medal, 1914-1920. 
6  “Boxing Contests at Pembroke Dock, Some Spirited Bouts”, Pembroke County 
Guardian & Cardigan Reporter, 28th October 1910, p. 3, Welsh Newspapers Online. 
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did so, however in the third round with a terrific right swing on the point.  
RONAN coming up very dazed, LEAHAN forced matters and had RONAN 
hopelessly beaten when time was called.  In the semi-finals LEAHAN met 
Corporal MILLER (1st Royal North Lancashire Regiment) and was beaten 
after a fine struggle.7 
 
MILLER had been the losing finalist in the previous year’s championship and 
he ‘found however in LEAHAN, his strongest opponent, and had to go out all 
the way to win his way into the final.  LEAHAN made use of his long reach, 
and at the end of three very hard rounds against a most experienced fighter 
he only lost by the smallest margin.  In the final MILLER met Sapper 
O’NEILL (Royal Engineers) winning with ease.8 
 
Returning to Pembroke Michael had his second bout with Li EVANS over 15 
rounds for £10 a-side9.  Michael had an advantage of 10 lb in weight, and 
this in the course of the 15 rounds told against his opponent, who, despite 
his cleverness, received some severe punishment in the earlier rounds.  
Evans was, perhaps, the more scientific boxer, but LEAHAN was the harder 
hitter, and at the end of the 15 rounds was awarded the verdict on points.10 
 
The local backer, ‘Professor’ Alf HARRIS, must have thought that he had a 
good money earner with these two opponents and on 26th November 
promoted another bout over 20 rounds for £20 a-side at his pavilion in Milford 
Haven.11 
 
The building was packed to its utmost capacity.  LEAHAN scaled 13 lb 
heavier than EVANS.  EVANS was knocked down in the eighth round and 
again in the eleventh round but rose before the call of time on each occasion.  
The whole 20 rounds were fought and LEAHAN was returned the winner on 
points.  Mr ISAACS, of London, was the referee, whilst Mr H STEPHENS 
acted as timekeeper.12 

                                                           
7  “Welsh Boxers at Aldershot”, Pembroke Guardian, 4th November 1910, p. 3, Welsh 
Newspapers Online. 
8  “Boxing – Champions of Army & Navy”, Evening Express, 29 October 1910, p. 4, 
Welsh Newspapers Online. 
9  In 1914 an infantryman’s pay was 1s a day, approximately £1.50 a month.  At today’s 
prices, the purse of £10 is equivalent to just over £1,000. 
10  “Boxing”, Pembroke Guardian, 18th November 1910, p. 3, Welsh Newspapers 
Online. 
11  “Boxing, Welsh Soldier’s Victory”, Pembroke Guardian, 2nd December 1910, p. 3, 
Welsh Newspapers Online. 
12  “Milford Haven, Boxing”, Pembrokeshire Herald and General Advertiser, 2nd 
December 1910, p. 3.  Welsh Newspapers Online. 
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The bouts with EVANS are the only professional bouts that I believe my 
grandfather contested and I presume that his Regiment only allowed him to 
compete because they were held locally and were good for regimental 
morale.  I don’t know if he was allowed to keep his winnings!  Michael 
continued to box for his regiment.  In the following October (1911) he 
competed in the Army and Navy Championships held at the Connaught Drill 
Hall, Portsmouth, losing on points in the second series of bouts to Leading 
Seaman SAVAGE (HMS Argyle)13, and, in April 1913 he fought two bouts at 
the Bordon Garrison Championships (Hampshire), losing in the final to Driver 
EVANS (141st Battery) by “the smallest possible margin of points”14. 
 
In August 1914 Michael’s regiment was part of the British Expeditionary 
Force that entered the war in France.  In September 1915 Michael received a 
gunshot wound in the right knee, the wound was serious enough to end his 
military service and he was discharged on 6th September 191515.  Of course, 
his wound also ended his boxing career and he returned to Merthyr Tydfil to 
work in the coal mines. 

 
 

JC REA (1868-1944) - DISCOVERING OUR 
FAMILY’S WELSH FOOTBALL HERO 

#10808  Karen E Prior 
 
The greatest problem I find as a family historian is how to enthuse my 
offspring about my latest bit of thrilling research. 
 
No such difficulty recently, when I was able to inform my football-obsessed 
sons, both keen and skilful players and ardent Wales and Cardiff City 
supporters, that I had unearthed a player capped for Wales amongst our 
gene-pool, who was even listed in ‘the English National Football Archive.’ 
 
JC REA, as he was always referred to in the sports news, would have been 
well known in London and Welsh footballing circles:  
 
”Nearly every football player in London knows him as a capital player, an 
enthusiastic follower of the game, and a right good fellow.”(London Evening 
News and Post 1892). 
 

                                                           
13  Military and Police Boxing, www.boxinghistory.org.uk. 
14  Bordon – Garrison Championship Meeting, Mirror Life, 28th April 1913. 
15  UK, WW1 Pension Ledgers, 1914-1923. 
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John Charles Rea was born in Aberystwyth in 1868 to parents John, a former 
coachman, and Mary Anne, nee WILLIAMS, who ran ‘The White Horse Inn’, 
Aberystwyth.  He was the nephew of my great, great grandmother, Margaret 
HUMPHREYS, nee Williams, from Newtown, Montgomeryshire. 
 
My primary area of research is into the Humphreys/Williams family of 
Newtown.  I learned of the surname Rea initially through a fellow researcher 
into the Williams family of Newtown on Ancestry, and thereafter about JC’s 
football career and other aspects of his life through newspaper articles.  
When I received Thomas Humphreys’ (my great, great grandfather) 
American Civil War pension documents last summer I found a letter from JC 
Rea supporting the applicant, who was as I had learned by then, his aunt, my 
great, great grandmother, Thomas Humphreys’ wife. 
 
JC played for his school, ‘Ardwyn’ in Aberystwyth alongside the famous 
Welsh International, SWIFT, then for two years in the University College of 
Wales team.  When he moved to London he played for Upton Excelsiors and 
then the London Caledonians.  He played at county level for Essex and 
Middlesex and played for the combined universities of Oxford and 
Cambridge.  He was elected as a member of the Middlesex County Football 
Council in 1891 and was the Hon Secretary for the London Welsh Football 
Association from its inception in 1890 until he returned to Wales in 1893.  He 
also played for West Bromwich Albion.  JC then played for Aberystwyth 
Town and was selected to play in the international team. 
 
Of course, football was an amateur sport then and not as popular in Wales 
as rugby, nevertheless when JC played in the internationals there was a 
cheering contingent of supporters from Aberystwyth to wish him well. 
 
He took over the licence of ‘the White Horse’ from his mother and ran it until 
it was sold in the 1930s.  He maintained support for sporting activities in 
Aberystwyth throughout his life and played bowls in his retirement. 
 
Perhaps my research shows that my sons inherited their football prowess 
through me and not their rugby playing father as he believes! 
 

Don’t miss the ‘Cut-Off Dates’ 
 

Material for possible publication should reach the Editor before the following dates: 
 
 
 

March Issue 20 January June Issue 20 April 
September  issue 20 July December  Issue 20 October 
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THE ‘GLAMORGAN LIST’ 
#1287 Jeff Coleman 

 
For around 20 years Rootsweb has provided a facility for those interested in 
family history to run 'mailing lists'.  On a mailing list emails sent to the list are 
then forwarded to all members of the list, either individually or grouped 
together in ‘Digests’.  Replies to queries can be sent to the whole list or off-
list to enquirers.  The ‘Glamorgan List’ has been running since about 1998 
and at last count had 625 members.  
 
Rootsweb announced recently that they would be closing 'mailing lists' from 
2nd March 2020, but that they would be maintaining archives of list 
messages.  The Glamorgan list archives are currently at 
https://lists.rootsweb.com/hyperkitty/list/glamorgan.rootsweb.com/  
 
Following experience with the established Mongenes mailing list covering our 
neighbouring county of Monmouthshire, which use a mailing list facility 
provided by groups.io, a new Glamorgan List has been set up using the 
same facility.  The address of the new Glamorgan List is at 
https://groups.io/g/GLAMORGAN and by scrolling down that web page you 
can find email addresses for subscribing, posting messages, unsubscribing 
and contacting the ‘List owner’ (myself).  At the time of writing (15th January) 
the list is only 5 days old and has 173 members.  Membership of a mailing 
list is free. 
 
The ‘Glamorgan List’ has no formal link with Glamorgan Family History 
Society but a number of GFHS members are also on the list, often providing 
useful advice to enquirers.  Like GENUKI, FreeBMD, FreeCEN, FreeREG 
and UKBMD, genealogy mailing lists based on geographical areas are part 
of a tradition of mutual help freely offered to those with shared interests in 
family and local history. 
 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY 

This is another area where we wish to develop  
a team of volunteers to cover the following:  

Attend quarterly Executive Committee Meetings as Minutes Secretary  
Assist with Society Administration, eg Newsletters/Mail Chimp  

Assist with Society Marketing, including Social Media 
Research queries – a team of volunteers needed to answer  

members’ research requests 
Further role descriptions are included on our website: www.glamfhs.org.uk 
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THE 150TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE AVONDALE MINING 
DISASTER, PLYMOUTH, PENNSYLVANIA,  

SEPTEMBER 6TH 1869 
#3140 Robert Phillips 

 
While researching my family history over the years, the most interesting 
branch, on my mother’s side is without doubt, the REES Family of Merthyr 
Tydfil who were a mining family originally from Carmarthenshire.  In 1867 the 
family decided to emigrate to north east Pennsylvania and settle in the 
Scranton, Wilkes Barre and Plymouth area.  This was an anthracite area and 
Welsh miners had the knowledge, skills and techniques that were required in 
this new coalfield. 
 
David Rees and his two eldest sons, William and David Junior, got jobs in the 
Avondale Mine.  William had just become a father and his wife, Margaret, 
had returned to Wales with the baby, Evan John Rees, and never went back 
to America. 
 
In the summer of 1869, there was a 3-month strike and the miners of 
Avondale, who were mostly Welsh, eventually voted to return to work, so on 
Monday 6th September the mine re-opened and 108 Miners including a few 
boys began the morning shift. 
 
They had been working for a couple of hours when suddenly, a fire broke 
out.  The shaft and a wooden coal breaking plant directly above were alight.  
The fire intensified quickly and could be seen by people in Plymouth which 
was only one mile away.  Family and friends desperately watched the raging 
fire hoping their loved ones were all right.  Miners from other collieries 
arrived, offering to help and bringing with them equipment such as pumps, 
hoses, engines and fans. 
 
Eventually the fire began to subside and a rescue party was drawn up.  It 
was frustrating for the many onlookers to have to wait hours for the fire to die 
out and fans to be put in place to remove noxious gases.  The first rescuers 
didn’t stay long, due to fire damp.  It took a long time for the shaft to be 
cleared before men could get down.  Doctors were on duty to revive rescuers 
who had inhaled the toxic fumes.  Two rescuers died.  One of my ancestors, 
David H DAVIS, brought out the body of one of the dead rescuers. 
 
The rescuers were shouting, but there were no replies.  Conditions improved 
but as the rescue party moved deeper into the mine it was obvious that 
nobody had survived and soon bodies were found. 
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The miners had tried to build a wall to keep in some clean air, but it didn’t 
work.  For the rescuers it was an awful sight to see men with their arms 
around their teenage sons.  They all suffocated; their faces were covered in 
blood clots and many had their fists tightly clenched.  They found 63 men 
with their shirts removed.  The rescuers said that the men had died in agony. 
 
Once the bodies were brought up, the funerals were quickly arranged within 
two days.  Half of the 110 men were buried in the Washburn Street Cemetery 
in Scranton while the others were buried in smaller cemeteries in the local 
area.  There were huge attendances at all funerals.  The names were Welsh: 
JONES, DAVIES, WILLIAMS, THOMAS, HUGHES, REES, POWELL, etc. 
 
A relief fund was immediately set up and money flowed in from all over the 
country.  It was important for the families which had lost their bread winner to 
have money.  The first payment to the widows was made on 1st October with 
subsequent payments following.  The money became less reliable over time. 
 
Ann Rees, whose first husband had died in Wales, was widowed for the 
second time.  She lost two sons, William and David.  Her daughter, Mary, 
married Daniel RICHARDS who lived nearby.  Son Walter was 12, Caradoc 
was 10 and Thomas was 5.  Twenty years later Caradoc Rees died in an 
explosion at the Powder Plant in Moosic reportedly having been hurled 60 
feet into the air.  Ann was the last surviving Avondale widow.  She died in 
Scranton in June 1911. 
 
Like most of the mines the owners were the railroad companies.  The 
Avondale mine was owned by the Delaware, Lackawanna & Western 
Railroad Company.  The railroad being responsible for the carrying of coal 
from the anthracite fields of north eastern Pennsylvania to Buffalo and New 
York. 
 
The official inquest began on Saturday 11th September and went on for two 
days.  It was agreed that there was only one entrance and since this was on 
fire, there was no other escape.  It was also agreed that the fire sucked out 
all the clean air and caused carbonic acid gas to build up and cause 
asphyxia.  Finally it was thought that sparks from the ventilation furnace were 
responsible for the fire.  However, the foreman, Mr HUGHES and many of 
the experienced miners interviewed by the Coroner had doubts about the 
verdict.  Avondale was the best mine in the area for safety.  There was a 
very good ventilation system in place and there had been no hint of a fire.  
No coal breaker had previously ever caught on fire.  The mining engineer 
said, “I think it was set on fire.”  Many were thinking this may be true, but 
nothing else was added. 
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Walter Rees joined the DL & W company as a young boy breaking coal.  He 
was soon promoted to foreman and worked in Harrisburg, the State Capital, 
before returning to Scranton as a mining superintendent.  After losing two 
brothers and a father at Avondale it seems strange that Walter would work 
for the same company, DL & W.  However, jobs were few and he probably 
had little choice. 
 
References 
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WELSH IRON WORKERS IN FRANCE 

#11055 Rick Lux 
 
In 2009 I began researching David MORGAN, the Welsh great-grandfather of 
my wife, Stephanie Morgan.  At age 19 David immigrated to Portsmouth, 
Ohio in 1867 to work in a rolling mill, went to Ohio University and eventually 
became a well-known minister in St Paul, Minnesota.  The first two records of 
David’s family I found were the 1851 Welsh census of Pontnewydd, 
Llantarnam, Monmouthshire and the 1861 England census of District 10, 
Escombe, Durham.  In both these census records his father John’s 
occupation is a “puddler”.  I learned that a puddler is a very skilled iron 
worker who knew how to heat cast or pig iron, reduce the amount of carbon 
and other detrimental materials, and turn it into a much more valuable and 
malleable wrought iron.  David’s father, John Morgan, was born in Dowlais, 
Merthyr Tydfil, Glamorgan about 1811 where he married his wife Hannah 
THOMAS in 1832 and where, I presume, he learned his skills as a puddler at 
the Dowlais ironworks. 
 
Here is where the research became challenging.  David Morgan has his 
place of birth listed in both census records as “France, British Subject”.  In 
the 1851 census his sister, Mary, is also listed as born in “France, British 
Subject”.  David’s other brother and sister are born in Tredthvin, 
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Monmouthshire, Wales.  John and Hannah’s family obviously was in France 
two separate times: The oldest child, Mary, was born in France in April 1834, 
the middle two children, John (1839) and Hannah (1842), were born in Wales 
and then the youngest child, David, was born in France in Aug 1846.  I 
assume their father John worked as a puddler in France. 
 
I was initially puzzled because the 1861 census record says David Morgan 
was born in La Salle, France, yet I could find no locations named La Salle in 
France associated with iron foundries.  I discovered that under Napoleon III, 
La Salle changed its name to Decazeville, after the French ambassador to 
Britain, the Duke De Cazes.  De Cazes was a big fan of the English method 
of producing iron and went on to found the early steel and coal mining centre 
in Aveyron that bears his name. 
 
I began to research Welsh iron workers in Decazeville and discovered two 
useful sources: 1) An article titled “Welsh Ironworkers in France” by Brian 
WAGSTAFFE In the GFHS journal no 51, Sept 1998, pages 14-15 and 2) A 
book, “The Miners of Decazeville” by Donald REID, Harvard University Press 
1985.  Skilled Welsh puddlers were in great demand in France where iron 
making technology was less developed.  According to Reid, Decazeville’s 
Houillères et Fonderies director, Francois CABROL, devoted much attention 
to recruitment and management of skilled metalworkers from Great Britain.  
In contrast, the coal miners came mostly from local French peasantry.  
 
In his article, Wagstaffe lists the names of at least 55 iron workers from 
Merthyr that were recruited to work in Decazeville between 1830 and 1848.  
Among those names is Jean (John) Morgan.  I believe that sometime after 
the June 1842 birth of his daughter Hannah in Wales, John and his family 
moved to Decazeville.  The French revolution of 1848, also known as the 
February Revolution, caused some disruption in Decazeville.  According to 
Reid, the British forge workers and their Protestant minister were run out of 
town.  Consistent with this, family lore says David Morgan said his family 
returned back to Wales in 1848 as a result of this revolution.  
 
With a great deal of help from my French cousin, Alain Lux, I began looking 
for Morgan birth records in Decazeville.  See for example 
http://archives.aveyron.fr/ark:/11971/vta52de667fdb697. 
 
We found a lot of Morgan records in Decazeville including the birth record of 
David Morgan.  We did not find a record of his sister Mary so following 
Wagstaffe’s article we also searched in Garchizy and found Mary along with 
3 other Morgans.  The table below summarizes the Morgans we found.  I 
think at least three (see 1,2,3) Morgan families are documented.  I do not 
know how or if these Morgan families are related. 
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The French birth records are full of details including occupations and 
witnesses.  In these witnesses you can find other Welsh names, many of 
whom are on Wagstaffe’s list.  It is a fair amount of work to transcribe and 
translate these records but the details they contain are worth the effort.  
Note, Ann and Hannah are interchangeable.  Here is an example: 
 
 

 
 
 
I have also included the Garchizy record of Mary Morgan.  In many of the 
birth or death records the Welshmen are not able to sign.  I don’t know if this 
is because they don’t read or write French or if they are illiterate in English as 
well. 
 

Register of Civil Status of the City of Decazeville France. [transcribed and 
translated from original images]  
 
Act No. 188, 
 
Birth of MORGAN David 
 
In the year one thousand eight hundred and forty-six and the twenty-eighth of 
August at seven in the morning before me, Mathieu François Louis PONS, 
Knight of the Second Legion of Honour filling by special delegation the 
function of officer of the civil state of the commune of Decazeville, Canton of 
Aubin, Department of Aveyron, the father Jean MORGAN, aged thirty-five 
years, a puddler domiciled in Decazeville who comes to declare the birth of a 
male child, born on the twentieth of August at one o'clock in the afternoon in 
Decazeville.  That is to say that the father presents the child of Anne 
MORGAN, his thirty-three-year-old wife from England, to which he stated 
that he wished to give the first name of David, the said statement, and 
declaration, made in the presence of James MORGAN, forty years old, a 
puddler and Louis GRIFFITHS, twenty-five years old, a driver domiciled in 
Decazeville.  Mathieu François Louis PONS reads this birth certificate to the 
father and witnesses who were required to sign but said they did not know 
how to read or write. 
 
Signed: PONS 
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Interestingly, I came across this newspaper article when searching Welsh  
iron workers at Forchambault. 
 

 
 
Based on the births of their children, I believe John Morgan and his family 
lived in Garchizy Nièvre, France from roughly 1833 to 1839.  I don’t know if 
John Morgan was the Morgan chased by the French mob but it sounds like 
tensions were high. 
 
After learning all this I went back to the 1861 English census of Escombe, 
district 10.  I reviewed all the records in district 10 and discovered there were 
many families working at Witton Park that had also returned from working in 

Born in Garchizy in the Nièvre,  
 
April 7, 1834, Act No. 17, P 1009/1256 of Marie MORGAN see 
http://archives.nievre.fr/  [transcribed and translated from original images] 
 
The year one thousand eight hundred and Thirty-four, at eight o'clock in 
the morning, before me deputy officer of State-Civil Of the commune of 
Garchizy, canton of Pougues, Nièvre department, appeared Jean 
MORGAN, aged twenty-three years Puddler in Fourchambault, who told 
us that Anne MORGAN, his twenty-year-old wife gave birth on April 
seven at two in the morning, a child female, to which he gave the first 
name of Marie, which statement was made in the presence of thirty three-
year-old Michel LARY, and Williams GROUER (Gowar?), thirty-two 
years old, Both Puddlers to Fourchambault, after reading made the 
declarant and the two witnesses, have declared not knowing how to sign. 
 
Signed: Fahad. 

The Ipswich Journal (Ipswich, Suffolk, England), 23 Sep 1837, Sat,  
Page 4  
“The French iron-workers at Forchambault, in the department of the 
Nievre, are exceedingly jealous of the English artisans, who get higher 
wages than they, but who, after all, have taught the trade in that 
department.  Several English workmen, Lewis, Morgan, and Humphries, 
were attacked on the 15th of August.  Their houses were beset, their 
windows broken, and Morgan saved by a French baker, in whose house 
he took refuge.  Seven of the refractory [i.e. rioters] were brought up the 
other day for trial, and condemned to terms of imprisonment, some for six 
months, some for two.” 
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France.  It seems reasonable to assume that the Welsh families living in 
Decazeville would have formed a communal bond of sorts.  However, I was 
surprised to find six families living so close to one another, 13 years later, all 
with children born in France.  Most of these heads of families seem to be 
puddlers from Glamorgan.  One of the Decazeville children, John Morgan 
born Dec 1846 as a part of Morgan family #3, is found living almost next door 
to John and Hannah’s family in 1861.  Some of this separate Morgan family 
also later moves to Portsmouth, Ohio.  I suspect that the Welsh puddlers 
who worked in France formed a tight community and moved together in 
response to changing political and economic conditions. 
 
If others are interested or have other information to contribute, I would enjoy 
hearing from you.         
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CHIPPING AWAY AT A BRICK WALL. 
#11124 Dave Gordon 

 
I have several brick walls in my family tree research; some are more 
frustrating than others.  One of these relates to the death of my 2x great 
grandfather John EUSTIS.  John was born in Cornwall in 1807 but moved 
with his wife Elizabeth GRUNDY and family to Swansea in about 1841.  I 
have yet to find him in the 1841 census, not made easier by the many 
variations in the spelling of his surname.  However, that is a minor brick wall.  
The big one concerns his death. 
 
My father Frank GORDON got on exceptionally well with his father-in-law 
Daniel Eustis and as a result I learnt a lot about the Eustis family from my 
father.  One such story that I heard over sixty years ago related to the death 
of John Eustis in 1850; I have been unable to either prove or disprove it. 
 
I was told that he was called out one night to investigate an incident at “his” 
coal mine and while looking down the mine shaft he fell down it.  I thought at 
the time that the word ”his” implied ownership, but a more likely interpretation 
is that he had a specific “responsibility” for some aspect of the mine’s 
operation.  The death certificate should hold the answer but there is no such 
certificate to be found.  He was buried in Llangyfelach so I believe his death 
must have been registered but was subsequently “lost”.  Furthermore, it 
appears that the incident was not reported in the local papers.  I had come 
against my most frustrating brick wall.  Then in November 2018 I learnt that a 
descendent of John had a transcript of two diary entries that would throw 
some light on the question. 
 
The diary had been written by Joseph MORCOM, who lived in Cornwall 
within about three miles of where John had lived before John moved to 
Swansea with his family.  It is clear from the entries that Joseph and John 
knew each other well.  The first entry dated 5th November 1850 started with 
“Went to Mynydd Newydd and when I came there Brother John Eustis was 
killed the night before.”  Success!  John did die following an accident and it 
occurred on the night of 4th/5th November.  His second entry, dated the 7th 
November records the funeral service, and includes the moving line “He said 
to his wife ‘Give me your hand my dear, we have lived in peace and now let 
us die in peace’, and so he died.” 
 
I am reasonably satisfied, but that is not the end of the story.  I wanted to 
know who this Joseph Morcom was, so I started to research his tree.  This 
put me in touch with Michael Morcom and he in turn passed me a further but 
unrelated diary extract that was transcribed in 1911.  That is my new 
challenge; where is that diary now?  Does anyone know? 
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! 

 
Webmaster/Deputy Webmaster & 

Website Administrator 
 

Transcription and Index checking Volunteers  
also needed 

 
Publications Assistant 

Website Downloads Administrator/Volunteers 
 

Additional volunteers are needed to help develop our new website and to 
provide holiday cover.  These roles do not need to be South Wales based. 

 
Website Admin posts - the ability to use Wordpress and Joomla would be an 

advantage although training will be provided.   
 

For the Publications Assistant/Website Downloads Administrator you need to be 
able to use an Excel spreadsheet and turn Word documents into pdfs.   

Transcription and Index Checking Volunteers also need to be able to use Excel 
spreadsheets. 

 
For further information please contact:   

website@glamfhs.org.uk 
 

 

 

ARTICLES NEEDED!   
June - General - Deadline: 20 April 

 
September - Spotlight on a Place: Barry, Vale of Glamorgan - 

Do you have any stories to share about your ancestors 
 from Barry (including Merthyr Dyfan, Cadoxton and Porthkerry)?  

Deadline: 20 July 
 

December - London Branch  
 

March 2021 - Hobbies & Pastimes 
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WELSH EMIGRANTS BURIED IN UTAH CEMETERIES:  
HELP TO FIND NEEDLES IN HAYSTACKS 

Jill Morgan 
 

Have you ever had difficulty tracing 
ancestors who emigrated to America in the 
19th century – particularly to Utah as 
members of the Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter Day Saints (‘Mormons’)?  You may 
know that they left for Utah, but have no 
idea where they settled and therefore 
where to start looking for them – like the 
proverbial needle.  Well a new set of 
records has now been made available 
which may help. 

 
Ken and Cheryl ROBERTS (pictured here) live in Utah, but both have Welsh 
ancestry: Cheryl’s from Merthyr Tydfil and Ken’s from North Wales.  In May 
2019 they were finally able to come and visit their ancestral home – 
something they’d long wanted to do – and were given a tour of Merthyr by 
local historian Terry JONES.  Over dinner afterwards a ‘chance’ comment by 

Ken about the town of Wales in 
central Utah, and the old cemetery 
there, sparked off a whole chain of 
interesting and useful events.  This 
included Ken contacting Amy 
BARRY at the Utah Division of State 
History and requesting a copy of the 
burial records for the town of Wales.  
Utah law requires that burial 
information be collected and placed 
in a public, searchable database, so 
they were more than willing to share 
the information and pleased that it 
would serve a wider usefulness 
beyond state boundaries.  
 
The burial records for the town of 
Wales are fabulously detailed, giving 
date and place of birth, as well as the 
usual date and place of death, so 

Ken was easily able to extract the names of those who were born in Wales, 
UK, from the overall list.  But they also provide the names of the mother, 
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father and spouse of the individual who died.  Terry Jones was so 
enthusiastic about the Wales burial records that – like Oliver – he essentially 
asked, ‘Please sir, can I have some more?’  
 
Ken and Cheryl were pleased to oblige 
and have since obtained and sent the 
burial records for six more Utah 
cemeteries, beginning with some of the 
earliest settlements and particularly those 
where the Welsh gathered in the mid-19th 
century: Schofield, Beaver and 
Farmington in central Utah; Brigham City, 
Hyde Park and Logan to the North.  
These have been copied to CD and are 
being donated to archives across Wales: 
Glamorgan and West Glamorgan, Ebbw 
Vale, Flintshire, Pembrokeshire, Gwent, 
etc.  Glamorgan Family History Society 
also now has a copy of the CD, as does 
the National Library of Wales.  They will 
also be placed in the Family History 
Centres at Mormon churches in south 
Wales - Swansea, Merthyr Tydfil, 
Newcastle Emlyn, Rhiwbina – as well as 
in the north.  A second CD will follow, 
containing the records for Salt Lake City, 
Ogden, Provo, Murray and Springville.  
 
To give some idea of the extent of the information, some 500 Welsh 
emigrants are buried in the Salt Lake City cemetery, another 100 
approximately in Logan.  Of the 500+ burials in Wales, Utah, 75 individuals 
are listed as having been born in Wales, UK.  Not all of the cemetery records 
are as detailed as those for Wales, but the fact that they’re all in Excel 
means that they’re easily searchable.  These records may just offer the 
means of finding that proverbial needle in the haystack when it comes to 
emigrations to Utah. 
 
Above:  an example of one of the gravestones in Wales, Utah, cemetery, 
showing birthplace and date as well as death date. 
 
 



Page 35 |                                              Journal 137                                       March 2020 

HELP WANTED 
 

Please send replies to editor@glamfhs.org.uk  
Try to keep these queries as brief and to the point as possible, preferably less 

than 100 words.  Quote your membership number and the words 'Help Wanted' 
in the subject line if submitting by email.   

 
#0146  David J Harris 
My gt gt grandfather John HARRIS (1802-1870) of Rhydding (Inspector of 
Masonry, Vale of Neath Railway) married Jane HOPKIN (1798-1885) of 
Alltwen.  His brother-in-law was the US Ironmaster David THOMAS of 
Catasauqua, who married Elizabeth Hopkin.  When David Harris (1831-96) 
returned from Australia (1853-c1869) he settled in what became Seven 
Sisters.  He married Anne REES and lived at Ysticlau Gwynion and later ran 
the Seven Sisters Hotel.  
 
Are any readers descended from the sisters of David Harris ie Anne b1823 
(m x1 JONES, m x2 Peter DONALDSON Railway Mgr Pontypool); Gwenllian 
b1826 (m WILLIAMS); Mary b1827 (m Thomas); Kate b1835 (m Gething); 
Jemima b1836 (m William HUNTER, Agent to Lord Jersey), Jane b1839 (m 
BOWEN - lodged at Catasauqua).  Claimed links include John Williams who 
died at Rorkes Drift 1879 (not the VC), and the painter Penry Williams 
(c1802-1885) who produced many pictures of Merthyr and Aberdulais.  
Claimed links with Bryncoch, 18c. 
 
I wonder if any useful genealogical info, eg family bible, might have passed 
down the female line.  I have done genealogy for over 50 years - more info 
on file - but any info relating to 19c and earlier gratefully received. 
 

#10565  Peter Stevens 
John THOMAS married Elizabeth HOPKINS at the Parish Church, 
Llansamlet on 24th April 1864 (1864 Q2 Neath 11a 732).  I can find no trace 
of them after this event.  I can find Elizabeth Hopkins in the 1841 & 1851 
Censuses.  They had a daughter, Susanna, born on 28th April 1877.  I can 
find Susannah in the 1891 Census living with her grandmother, Elizabeth 
Hopkin at Llansamlet Higher (4486/46/12).  Susannah married Adolph 
PASBACH on 14th December 1902 in London.  On the marriage certificate, 
Susannah’s father, John Thomas, is deceased.  Any assistance in finding 
John Thomas (c1845 - ?) and Elizabeth Thomas (nee Hopkins) (c1845 -  ?) 
would be gratefully received. 
 
#20102  David Jenkins 
Does anyone know where I might obtain a copy of “Memories of Home” by 
Sarah Richards, known as Bronwen Cynffig, which I believe was published in 
1903? 
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#20419  Raymond Watts 
My grandfather, William John WATTS (1885–1957), married and had his 
children in the Rhondda towns of Tylorstown, Ferndale and Pontygwaith before 
returning to his wife’s town of Taunton during the great depression.  I have his 
marriage and death certificates.  I have a questionable birth certificate from 
Cwmbran, 04/10/1885.  His 1911 Census says he was born in Aberdare.  His 
dob in 1939 is 05/10/1885.  Help is required to establish his birth certificate.    
 
Other information that I have authenticated is that his father, James Watts, died 
23/02/1907 from spine injuries after a roof fall at Ferndale No 1 two days earlier.  
My best guess at his earlier family census records state that he was born in 
Cwmbran.   
 
Help is also required to establish if he participated in WW1 or stayed at home in 
mining.  Is there a Pals list?  Did he become a mole in the Royal Engineers?  
There are many WJ Watts on record.   
 
Further help is asked for re Valleys boxing.  Both granddad and his son, my 
uncle Billy, boxed for Nobbins in the 1930s in booths and clubs.  It is said that 
they were good and couldn’t get others to fight them.  So, they would get in the 
ring together and hit seven bells out of each other.  My father said that it was so 
brutal (they hated each other) that he gave up boxing and took up cross country 
running.  Is there any record of or background to this? 
  
Editor’s note: see Book Reviews below, The Boxers of Wales, by Gareth Jones. 

#20066  Paul Hayes 
My grandfather, Montagu, lived in 26 North View Terrace, Aberaman 
(Census 1911) from around 1910 to approx 1930.  He attended Aberaman 
Infants School (photo attached).  He is the one with the cross over his head).  
His parents Frederick Thomas and Gertrude moved there from Oxford.  He 
had several brothers and sisters some of whom were born in south Wales 
including Marion Christine, Frederick Thomas, Frederick George, Eunice 
Mary, William John and James Sidney.  My great grandfather, Frederick 
Thomas Snr, was a colliery stoker and I believe my grandfather worked in 
the same pit but I'm not sure which one.  My gt grandfather also served in the 
Welch Regiment during WW1 being wounded out in 1918.  I would be 
grateful if anyone can supply any information regarding the family or their 
work as apart from the photograph I have no information at all about their 
time in south Wales. 
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Printed Family Trees and Charts  
Do you want your Family Tree printed for you on one sheet of paper?  We 

can print your tree from your own computer genealogy program files no matter 
what program you use.   

  
FREE tree design service, FREE colour printing. FREE preview service.   

  
See your tree before you buy or pay a penny.  Every customer previews their 

tree on their own dedicated website before deciding to buy or pay a penny. 
Prices start from as little as £25 for a 500 person tree.  We also produce a 
wide range of other Family History charts, books and gifts for the genealogist.  

 
FULL MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 

 
if you are not satisfied with any of our products. 

Please visit our website for further details or e-mail us your phone number and 
we’ll call you to answer any questions you may have, you don’t even pay for 
the call.   

Email: info@genealogyprinters 
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WW1 POW POSTCARD FINALLY MAKES IT HOME 103 
YEARS AFTER BEING SENT! 

#11137 Bruce Wallace 
 

A postcard sent by Corporal Edward LOBB from a WW1 PoW camp in 
Poland has recently been acquired by the great granddaughter of the 
Penarth Council Officer to whom it was sent in 1917.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Catherine Foulkes’s great grandfather Jonathan MEAZEY worked for 
Penarth Council.  During World War One with his wife Kitty he organised 
food and clothing parcels for prisoners of war in Germany and Poland.  They 
sent one parcel with a pre-printed postcard inside to Corporal Edward 
William Lobb who had been born in Penarth and grew up at 22 Dock Street, 
Cogan.   
 
Edward sent the postcard back to Jonathan Meazey confirming that he had 
received the parcel. 
 
The postcard never arrived, and it was only thanks to a former Penarth 
resident, Vilis Paul Kuksa, that it finally came home.  By chance, Vilis saw 
the post card advertised as part of a job lot and contacted Catherine.  She 
put in a successful bid and so 103 years after being sent, the postcard finally 
came home!   
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Catherine said “It’s a real 
pleasure to have been 
reunited with this postcard 
sent to my great 
grandfather over 100 years 
ago.  I would now like to 
show it to descendants of 
Edward Lobb.   
 
I know that he married 
Martha COURTNEY and 
they lived at 133 Plassey 
Street, Penarth.  They had 
two children, Alexandra 
May, born in 1912, and 
William John, born in 1919.  
Alexandra married Alfred 
Ray DUGMORE and they 
also lived in 133 Plassey 
Street.  Alexandra died in 
2004 and William John 

Lobb died in 2001 so the search has ended there.      
 
If anyone knows the whereabouts of descendants or relatives, please contact 
myself on Catherine_foulkes@me.com or researcher Bruce Wallace on 
either brucewallace.cowin@gmail.com.  Bruce is researching the lives of 
over 40 Penarth men (including Edward Lobb) who were PoWs in World War 
One”.     
 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
Edward William Lobb joined the Kings Own Yorkshire Light Infantry at the 
outbreak of the war.  In October 1914, he fought in the Battle of Messines in 
Flanders.  On 1st November 1914, he was captured during the retreat from 
Messines and spent the next four years in Schneidemuhl PoW Camp (Pila in 
Poland).  
 
Edward returned to Penarth at the end of the war and was one of 25 men 
who attended a civic reception and 'Welcome Home' dinner in March 1919.  
He returned to his job as a railway engineer.    
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Letters to the Editor  
I write on behalf of Dr Rosalind Crone of The Open 
University who created the 19th Century Prisons 
database at www.prisonhistory.org in 2018.  This 
project has recently been updated and extended to 
include local lock-ups and, we should be grateful if 
you could kindly please share the following details 
with your members.   
Alongside the 19th Century Prisons database 
(www.prisonhistory.org/19th-century-prisons/), Dr 

Crone has developed Your Local Lock-Up; a public engagement project 
that aims to compile data on any place or structure used for temporary 
imprisonment between the 16th and early 20th centuries.  These structures 
could include purpose-built lock-ups, police stations, cells in town halls, 
courthouses, workhouses, stocks and even rooms in pubs where prisoners 
were guarded overnight.  The accused might have been held there until they 
appeared before a magistrate, or the structures could even have been used 
by the community to punish anyone misbehaving in the parish. 
  
We therefore need your help!  We currently have over 700 English lock-ups 
in the database but only 12 for Wales.  We anticipate that there are countless 
others we know nothing about and would be very grateful if your members 
could tell us about any in their area.  Or perhaps Wales has a different 
history of local imprisonment and lock-ups were never used.  If that is the 
case, we would like to hear from anyone who can tell us how practice 
differed locally.  Similarly, has anyone written books or articles on the history 
of imprisonment in Wales as the known literature currently concentrates on 
English prison history. 
  
There are several ways your members can get involved:- 

 Contribute information directly into the database through an online 
form at www.prisonhistory.org/locallock-up/submit-lock-up. 

 Supply us with old photographs of structures long demolished or 
pictures of those still in existence. 

 Add extra details and photographs of somewhere already listed in the 
database by using the ‘Anything to Add’ button on each lock-up 
entry.   

 Tell us a longer ‘story’ for our features page that gives the history of 
the lock-up (or its prisoners), how it has been restored or local events 
held there www.prisonhistory.org/category/stories/ 

 Join our team  We are always happy for anyone interested in lock-
ups and penal history more generally to join our project team to help 
with research and the development of the database 
at www.prisonhistory.org/local-lock-up/become-a-contributor/ 
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Your Local Lock-Up is interested in collecting many different types of 
evidence on lock-ups.  We especially welcome historic and present-day 
descriptions of structures or their uses but we do not always need written 
evidence.  We are equally keen to hear anecdotes about incidents involving 
the lock-up, the prisoners held there and the location of any that are now 
lost.  
  
Finally, why not connect with Prison History UK on social media?  Your 
members can follow us on Twitter (https://twitter.com/prisonhistoryuk), ‘like’ 
our Facebook page (www.facebook.com/Prison-History-UK-
2390455521218014); and share material with us on Instagram 
(www.instagram.com/prisonhistoryuk).  You can also subscribe directly to our 
mailing list at www.prisonhistory.org to receive the latest project news and 
updates.  Let us know who you are and we’ll follow you too! 
  
If you have any queries, or would like further information about Your Local 
Lock-Up, please email Dr Rosalind Crone at Rosalind.Crone@open.ac.uk or 
myself.  We very much look forward to receiving your comments and 
contributions to this exciting new project. 
  
Kind regards 
Dr Elaine Saunders, Researcher, Your Local Lock-Up 
www.prisonhistory.org/local-lock-up/ 
 

 
 
Dear Sir/Madam 
  
I am trying to trace any relatives of REGINALD JAMES WAKEFIELD, born 26 
Jan 1894, died 12 March 1917. 
  
He was the son of JAMES and MARY THERESA WAKEFIELD who lived at 45 
Glyn Road, Lower Brynamman, near Swansea and was awarded a silver medal 
for Bravery during the defence of Belgrade in 1915. 
 
The reason that I am trying to trace relatives of Reginald is that when he died he 
was a Stoker on board the Royal Navy Submarine E49 which was lost with all 
hands on 12th March 1917 when it was leaving Baltasound, Unst, Shetland after 
it struck a German mine. 
  
A memorial to this loss was unveiled overlooking the site on 12 March 2017 to 
commemorate the centenary of this event with the Royal Navy in attendance 
and also many local residents who knew the story of E49. 
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I have so far made contact with 25 of the 31 officers and crew who were lost and 
passed on to them details and photographs of the unveiling.  Some relatives did 
not know where their loved one had perished and others only knew that it was in 
the North Sea.  
 
This project is entirely voluntary on my part.  I just wish to inform relatives of the 
facts surrounding this tragic event and I would be obliged if you could put my 
message in your magazine for members. 
 
email:  h.edwards120@btinternet.com 

 

 
 

BEATRICE ALICE ROBERTSON: Barry's first female councillor. 
 
Sue Bowyer writes:   I am a member of a Barry Group who are trying to get a 
plaque put onto an unmarked grave at BARRY (Merthyr Dyfan Cemtery) to 
recognise Barry's first female Councillor: Beatrice Alice Robertson.  They need 
to get the permission of descendants to do this and so asked us to this 
information about Beatrice to see if anyone can help.  
 
Beatrice was born 1877 Cardiff, married William Jenkin Lewis, a coal trimmer, in 
1897. 
 
Children: Gladys May b 1902; Lillian Elvira (1906-1983) - was an unmarried 
retired hospital nurse when she died and lived in Redbrink Crescent, Barry 
Island; William Joseph b 1911; Arthur J b1913 and Beatrice Gwen 1915-1984 - 
also a nurse, married a police officer and lived in Bridgend.  There are possibly 
other children born after 1911 that I haven't been able to trace. 
 
Residences: 
1901:18 Graving Dock St (now St Marys Avenue) 
1911: 86 George St 
1919: 63 George St 
1929: 58 Jewel St 
 
Beatrice was elected in 1919 to Castleland Ward, Barry Urban District Council, 
the first year that women could vote and stand for election. She served until her 
death in 1929. The Sea View Club had a room named after her. 
 
Ed:  Please contact Sue Bowyer via email: skbowyer@yahoo.co.uk if you can 
help provide information about Beatrice's relatives.   
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BOOK REVIEWS 
 

Tareni Colliery: the Mine, the Miners and their Communities  
Clive Reed 

  

 
This new book on coalmining in Wales is the first full history of a coalmine and a 
coalmining company in the Swansea Valley region - a region that at one time 
boasted over fifty collieries.  As the title suggests the publication gives a history 
of the coalmine, the miners who worked there, their families and the 
communities in which they lived, especially those of Godre’r Graig, 
Cilmaengwyn, Pant-Teg and Pontardawe.  This publication consists of eleven 
chapters comprising 286 pages and 189 images and is based on interviews with 
miners and mining families who worked at Tareni Colliery, and of previously 
unknown documents of the colliery companies involved and of estate records 
housed at the West Glamorgan Archive at Swansea.   
 

The chapters cover the geology of the mid Swansea Valley region and the types 
of coal contained in that area, such as household, manufacturing and anthracite, 
and the uses for those coals in agriculture, the domestic and industrial markets 
and especially in nickel manufacturing.  Following chapters discuss how the pits 
were sunk and operated, describing the different types of mine equipment and 
how they were used both below and above ground.  It covers the mining 
technology of below ground working and surface working operations, and the 
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different types of transport employed to bring the coal from pithead to the 
washeries, including coal wagon railway distribution networks.  The transport 
systems of canal, rail, road and sea transport used by the mines are discussed, 
some of which were innovative at the times they were in use - for example, the 
Cwm-Nant-Llwyd self-acting incline.  

 
  

The publication begins in the 1840s with the creation at Rhos, Pontardawe, of 
the South Wales Primrose Coal Company Ltd (which sank Tareni Colliery 
between 1902-05) and also sank other pits from the 1840s onwards in its 
attempt to locate prime anthracite coals.  Nickel manufacture was of high 
importance to the Tareni Colliery Company as its main market was that of the 
Mond Nickel Company at nearby Clydach in the Swansea Valley.  The nickel 
refining process at the refinery at Clydach is covered in some detail to explain 
the importance of anthracite coals to those processes, and this led to the 
eventual takeover of the colliery in 1928 by the Mond Nickel Empire.  
  
Social issues are very well documented from reports in Llais Llafur, (the 
newspaper of the Ystalyfera region).  They describe the many bitter strikes that 
took place in the mining industry as trade unions attempted to unionise the 
workforce, and of the mine owners' and the government’s response to those 
actions.  The many accidents and deaths caused by coalmining are described, 
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along with the curse of “the dust” - the silicosis and pneumoconiosis that 
damaged the health of thousands of coalminers in this region.  
  
The Tareni Colliery publication took 
six years to research and write and 
much of it has been created from 
interviews of the few surviving 
miners that worked there and at 
neighbouring mines, using their 
words and terminology.  We are 
proud to have recorded for posterity 
the stories of those now elderly 
men, (one of them Alan Turner, 
blacksmith – right) and of their wives 
and children, and also what some of 
them achieved in their communities.  

  
Mr Stephen Hughes, BA, MPhil, FSA, FRHistS, Secretary-General of the 
International Committee for the Conservation of the Industrial Heritage said of 
Tareni Colliery, “Some of the explanation of types of coal I have found 
impossible to define from standard works elsewhere and for the anthracite 
coalfield of south-west Wales this is a very valuable source”, and “Craft skills 
and artisan practices, unknown from other sources, are made clear here”.  
 
Mr John Skinner of the Ystalyfera Heritage Society commented, “This is a truly 
remarkable book on Tareni Colliery and of coal mining in Cwmtawe”.  “It is more 
than the history of one colliery, this book will be a definitive text on coal mining in 
the Upper Swansea Valley”.  
 
John A Davies, Penllergaer said, "I bought 'Tareni Colliery' because my 
grandfather and his father worked in local mines and I wanted to know more 
about their working lives.  This meticulously researched book helped me to 
understand the stories I heard as a child.  It also gives a fascinating insight into 
the amazing characters that made up a valleys community.  Not just those with 
cultural and sporting achievements, or those who performed daily acts of 
courage underground, but also the tale of two rather inept young miners turned 
armed robbers and the violent retribution that erupted during a strike.  I thought 
'Tareni Colliery' might be a useful reference book, but soon discovered that it is a 
really good read, even for a non-historian like myself".  

  
ISBN 978-1-5272-0129-3, 
price £30.00, p+p £3.95, 

from Clive Reed 01792-830782, or 
email:  lynnegent46@gmail.com 



Page 46 |                                              Journal 137                                       March 2020 

THE LEGITIMACY OF BASTARDS, 
Helen Matthews 

 
This book published by Pen & Sword  is not a guide to tracing recent 
illegimate ancestors but rather a study of a specific social group in the Middle 
Ages. It looks in detail at the period roughly from 1250 to 1550, in England 
only, and for the upper and upper middle classes but covered in immense 
detail. Chapters cover the legal context, social status of the parents, 
inheritance, and social status and careers of the illegitimate people. All the 
topics  are illustrated with many family cases, as well as a whole chapter on 
the Warenne family, and, a section on the Beaufort family (ancestors of King 
Henry VII), descendants of John of Gaunt. His children by his mistress, 
Katherine Swynford, later his wife, were legitimised by Parliament. 
 
The introduction addresses researching illegitmacy in English peasant 
society in manorial records where these survive. For the higher social 
classes, early wills, inquistions post mortem, legal cases, feet of fines, and 
dispensations to become clergy, other ecclesiastical records and even 
private letters, provide information. 
 
Canon (church) Law and Common Law in England differed as children born 
before a couple's marriage could become legitimate after the couple's 
marriage in Canon Law but not in Common Law, leading to odd inheritance 
disputes. In fact, there were several  categories of illegitimate children, with 
differing social and legal effects on those children, depending on the marital 
status of the parents. Other issues causing legitimacy to change or be called 
into question were divorce or annulment, consanguinity, affinity (relationship 
by marriage). Even being related through a godparent, or, an uncompleted 
betrothal could result in a child being declared illegitimate. 
 
Medieval marriage was complicated by all marriages being valid if by the 
couple's consent, whether in public, before witnesses or recorded. This led to 
difficulties when trying to prove who was married to whom, and, opportunities 
to leave a marriage by various means, such as claiming lack of consent or a 
previous marriage.  
 
The attitudes to adultery and the resulting illegitimate children varied over 
time and with the gender of the misbehaving party. Although male bastards 
of the aristocracy and gentry could not directly inherit lands and titles, there 
were many other avenues to status and careers: public office and royal 
service, the military, the church (with suitable dispensations for being 
illegitimate), guild membership and marriage to a suitably wealthy partner. 
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Inheritance involving illegitmate children amongst the wealthy and well-
connected has left a mountain of written evidence. Many and complex legal 
approaches were used to get around the problems of leaving property to 
acknowledged but illegitimate children. 
 
This academic study has a detailed bibliography including unpublished 
materials. If you are interested in the later medieval period, whether social, 
legal or family history, this book will provide new insights and suggest new 
avenues of research. 
 
As well as the main index including names, there is a 57-page calendar of 
people mentioned in the text with their relatives and, dates where known. 
 
Paperback, ISBN 9781526757623, 256 pages, £14.99 (may be on sale) plus 
postage, from publishers Pen & Sword Books, www.pen-and-sword.co.uk/, 
Order Hotline: 01226 734222, Postal Address: 47 Church Street, Barnsley, 
South Yorkshire S702AS. Also available in hardback, Kindle and ePub 
formats online. 

                                                                                             Diane Brook 
 

 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
 

Aberkenfig Resource Centre 
 

We need to recruit some additional volunteers to help with  
research and administrative tasks and to cover for holidays 

at our Resource Centre at Aberkenfig.   
 

Administrative tasks include:  
dealing with the sale of our publications 

as well as answering research queries and Look Up requests 
 sent in by our members.   

We also have a number of projects that need  
additional transcribers and checkers. 

 
If you can spare an hour or so please contact: 

arc@glamfhs.org.uk  
 

It does not need to be a regular commitment and  
many tasks can be undertaken at home 
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THE BOXERS OF WALES. 
SOUTH, WEST & MID-GLAMORGAN 

Gareth Jones 
 

Gareth Jones has been broadcasting 
and writing on Welsh Boxing for over 
45 years including over 20 years as 
Welsh correspondent to Boxing News. 
 
This is the sixth of seven volumes on 
the Boxers of Wales covering the 
south, west and mid Glamorgan area. 
The book is well written covering over 
50 boxers and has over 100 
illustrations in it. 
 
The book covers the period between 
the end of the 19th century with Bill 
BEYNON from Taibach, Port Talbot, 
who was the British Bantamweight 
Champion, who died a hero in a coal 

mining tragedy, to Zoe ANDREWS from Sandfields, Port Talbot, who won a 
European Junior Bronze Medal in 2019.  
 
What makes these books different is that you will not only read about the 
famous boxers from this area, like Lee SELBY, the former IBF World Boxing 
Champion, and his brother Andrew, who won the British Flyweight 
Championship, and was World Amateur Silver Medallist, but also the also the 
lesser known boxers who have contributed significantly to Welsh Boxing 
History.  Boxers, like Wee Willie DAVIES from the Llynfi Valley, deserve to 
be remembered, whose family emigrated to the USA where he faced 9 world 
champions in the ring, and who fought at two different weights for world 
championships himself. Bunny EDDINGTON was another: a Welsh 
Middleweight challenger from the Garw Valley who worked a shift in the local 
colliery in the morning, played rugby for Blaengarw RFC in the afternoon and 
then walked over to the Rhondda Valley where he lost to Tommy FARR on 
points before walking home again. 
 
The book is an ideal present for any boxing fan or Welsh sports fan as they 
will find the stories here very informative and interesting.  I look forward to 
the final book in this series which will cover the boxers in North Wales. 
 
St Davids Press, Paperback, 168 pages, ISBN 978-1902719801 

Ian Black 
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 SOCIETY NEWS & REPORTS 

 

 

MEMBERSHIP  
RENEWAL REMINDER 

2019 Annual Membership expires on 31 March 2020 
12 months subscription:  UK £15,  Overseas £20 

 
Quite a few members, paying via Standing Order, have not updated their 
subscription to the new rate introduced in 2017.  The expiry date for your 
membership is shown on your Journal envelope and on your account when 
you log into our website.  If this applies to you please contact our 
Membership Team in order to ensure you receive all four journals and 
continue to have access to the website.    
 
Renewals can be made: 

 online via our website or Genfair 
 by cheque  
 by Standing Order or Bank Transfer.   

 
Further details are available on our website.  Renewal forms are included in 
the Centre Insert of this journal. 
 
We are now also offering two other subscription rates for members wishing 
to join/rejoin part of the way through the year.          UK          Overseas 

 18 month subscriptions from 1 October       £20               £25 
 15 month subscriptions from 1 January.        £17               £22 

membership@glamfhs.org.uk 
 

 

GIFT AID 
Please complete a new Gift Aid Form if the date on the journal envelope is 

more than 5 years ago.   
A Gift Aid Form is included in the centre insert of this journal and 

can be downloaded from our website. 
 

https://www.glamfhs.org.uk/images/2019GiftAidForm.pdf 
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ABERDARE/CYNON VALLEY BRANCH  

 
Change of Venue for Branch Meetings.   

  
As of 7th February our meetings held on the first Friday of the month 

will now be held in Aberdare Museum, time remains unchanged 7-9pm 
We have full access to the internet in the Museum so members can be 

fully supported with their research. 
 

In November Brian Davies gave a talk on ‘Miners’ Lamps’ these lamps were 
made locally in Aberdare in the Cambrian Lamp Works.  Brian has given a 
number of talks in our Branch and as always the evening was very 
successful.  Brian fetched along part of his large collection of Cambrian 
Miners’ Lamps explaining how the lamps were modified over the years.  We 

 

ABERKENFIG RESOURCE CENTRE  
  

Please note the Aberkenfig Resource Centre is   
CLOSED on the last Wednesday each month and after 

a Bank Holiday.  

CLOSED - 25 Mar, 29 Apr, 27 May & 25 Jun 
  

Open Wednesday 10.30–1.00 pm  
The Pensioners’ Hall, Heol Persondy,  

 Aberkenfig, CF32 9RF (This is not the postal address)  
 Just off Junction 36 of the M4  

  
See our website for directions: http://www.glamfhs.org.uk  

Telephone: 01656 728531 (during opening hours) or  
Email:  arc@glamfhs.org.uk  

  
If you wish to receive help from one of our volunteers on a one to one basis 

please email or telephone to BOOK beforehand and let us know WHAT HELP 
you need.  Given sufficient notice we will then try to pair you up with an 

'expert' for the area you are researching!    
  

If you wish to carry out your own research it is advisable to email or telephone 
to book a computer (if travelling any distance.)  
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were fortunate to have ex-workers from the Cambrian Lamp Works present 
who were keen to share their working experiences.  Also we had a visitor 
from Guildford who was the great granddaughter of Lewis Noah Williams, 
she was very keen to find out more about the business her great grandfather 
and his partner ran. 
 
December: Ann Watts gave a talk on a Victorian Christmas.  Ann is also a 
regular speaker to our Branch and her talk on a Victorian Christmas proved 
very popular with members. 
 
There was no meeting in January.  Friday 3rd April we will be having a 
research evening.  Friday 1st May we will be holding a book evening, the 
branch has a lot of local research material available to members to assist 
them in the research. 
 
Research afternoons continue to be held in Aberdare Library as usual each 
month from 2-4 pm. 

Pat Rees, aberdare@glamfhs.org.uk 
 

  
 

BRIDGEND BRANCH  
 

October’s meeting saw us being entertained by Dean Powell, his talk was “Land 
of Song” a very interesting talk outlining various aspects of Welsh Choirs 
through time, bringing us up to the present day.  As ever he was very 
entertaining with good supportive visual aids. 
 
November’s meeting had two speakers from the Garw Valley Heritage Society.  
These were two very different but equally interesting talks.  Both supported their 
talks with good visual aids and it was interesting to learn about some local 
characters who some of our members remembered with fondness. 
 
There was no December meeting and January’s meeting welcomed in the New 
Year with our annual social event.  A chance to chat with friends, old and new 
while having our minds stretched with Roy’s quizzes.  The Welsh quiz was of 
particular interest and certainly got us scratching our heads!  Light refreshments 
were provided making the evening very enjoyable. 
 

Nancy Thomas & Vicky Salmon,   
bridgend@glamfhs.org.uk  
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CARDIFF & THE VALE BRANCH  
 
In November we welcomed Jeremy Konsbruck who gave an excellent talk on 
‘The Man Be Not Exempted': Conscription and the Military Appeals Tribunals of 
the Great War’.  Jeremy was one of 100 volunteers involved on a transcription 
project for the National Library of Wales.  The results of the Ceredigionshire 
conscription project will eventually be available via a searchable database.  Most 
of the country’s conscription records have been destroyed which is why the 
10,000 A4 items held in the National Library are of significant value.  
 
We would love to tell you more about the contents of this well researched and 
presented talk, introduction of conscription; the three stage tribunal’s process; 
the ever changing list of certified occupations; the local examples etc. etc, but as 
Jeremy has very kindly agreed to be the speaker at this year’s AGM we would 
just like to encourage you to come and hear this talk.  
 
We used our December meeting to share some delicious Christmas edibles and 
to discuss some top tips for researching, storing and recording our family history.  
  
Our new year began with Trevor Godbold from the Heritage and Cultural 
Exchange Tiger Bay and the World, who shared findings on the organisation's 
research project: '1914-18 The War at Sea - the heavy losses of Cardiff shipping 
and Butetown seafarers’.  At the start of WW1 as much as 10.5 million tons of 
coal were being exported from the port of Cardiff, with 75 firms managing 320 
ships.  A list of the Cardiff Owned or Operated Ships can be found on their 
website https://www.tigerbay.org.uk/uboat-project, along with a list of ships that 
sailed from Cardiff and four lists of Lost Crew.  The U-boat website 
https://uboat.net/wwi/ provides a wealth of information.  The Heritage & Cultural 
Exchange is a community-based organisation that aims to fully chronicle the 
heritage and cultural diversity of Tiger Bay and Cardiff.  They have a wide range 
of photographs for the area and these will be made available online in the 
coming months.   
 
Sully Group: 
 
November meeting involved members discussing their 'brickwalls' or particular 
queries as to the location of records.  Where would you find records for the 
Crimean War? was one query which stimulated a lot of discussion.  Luckily the 
internet facilities at the Old School, where we hold our meetings, enable us to 
search for answers to such queries.  A number of resources were identified and 
all members present, both beginners and the more experienced, gained from 
looking at the variety of sources suggested by the members present.   
  
In January we looked at the National Archives ‘Introduction to the Valuation 
Survey of 1910’ records in preparation for the visit to Glamorgan Archives on 6 
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February to view the documents held there.  This was followed by our annual 
Social evening.   

Jane Graves & Sue Hamer, cardiff@glamfhs.org.uk  
 

 
 

MERTHYR TYDFIL BRANCH 
The 2019 Family History Fair seemed busy and the Merthyr table has a constant 
queue of people with some most interesting inquiries.  Two people had come all 
the way from London to trace families.  Congratulations to Jane and Mike for 
organising everything so well.   
 
However, with regard to the discussions about this annual event, October is 
becoming a problem month due to flooding. (although perhaps it has often been 
a bad month - there was an enquiry about devastating flooding in Bedlinog in 
October 1908 in which 2 people were killed).  A week after the Fair roads in 
Powys were flooded.  Perhaps another month would not have the same 
problems.   
 
At the AGM there were no changes on the committee with the important 
exception of Joan Bennett, one of the founders of our branch, who resigned as 
treasurer after well over 35 years of reliable and conscientious service.  
Fortunately, she will remain as an important member of the branch.  
 

Carolyn Jacob & Suzanne Doolan,   
merthyr@glamfhs.org.uk  

  
 

 
PONTYPRIDD & RHONDDA BRANCH 

 
Our AGM was on the Tuesday after our Fair in Merthyr.  The Committee was 
returned unopposed: 
 
Chairman – Mike Jones 
Vice Chair – David Shewring 
Treasurer – Creighton Sims 
Secretary – Jane Jones 
Projects – Deborah Cooke 
Library – Jan Johnson 
 
In November Lisa Powell came to talk about Women in the Temperance 
Movement in South Wales.  It was an extremely interesting talk and enjoyed 
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by everyone.  David and Pat from Aberdare branch joined us, as well as a 
new member.  As it was the last meeting for the year, we had Christmas fare, 
mince pies, festive cakes, etc, and bottles of Schloer.  We also had a number 
of raffle prizes, which were much appreciated.  A good evening all round.   
 
We didn’t have a meeting in December as it is too near Christmas.  Our 
January meeting will be on 21st when our speaker will be David Maddox who 
is speaking on “Pontypridd under Siege 1919”.   David is always an excellent 
speaker, so we are looking forward to hearing him. 
 
In February Keith Jones will be coming to speak on the “South Wales 
Tornado”.  This promises to be an intriguing talk. 
 
In March we intend to hold a Members’ Evening, when we will bring our 
laptops and information which should be helpful to researchers.  We hope 
this evening will prove interesting. 
 
Dean Powell will be with us in April to talk about Wales as the “Land of 
Song”.  Obviously tales of choirs will be a big part of this talk, especially as 
Dean has been involved with Treorchy Male Voice Choir for many years. 
 
May will be the 25th Anniversary of the Pontypridd and Rhondda branch so 
we intend to have a party and will be sending out invitations to current 
members, some former members, other branches and people who have 
supported us over the years.  We hope that as many people will attend and 
have a good evening. 

Jane Jones, rhondda@glamfhs.org.uk 
 

 
 

SWANSEA BRANCH 
 

We hope the New Year has brought with it a good start for all our members and 
wish a healthy and successful 2020 to you all.  
 
After our Christmas break, we held our first meeting of the year on 13th January.  
West Glamorgan Archivist, Kim Collis, hosted the evening in the archives.  A 
tour of the search rooms was followed by news of the planned closure of the 
Civic Centre in a few years time.   

 
Our February meeting, on Thursday 13th, will be another of our research 
sessions held in the Discovery Room at Swansea Central Library, from 5–
6.45pm.  In the library we have access to computer facilities and can research, 
amongst other websites, ‘Ancestry’ and ‘Find My Past’.  It is a chance to 
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brainstorm your problems.  New members starting their research are always 
welcome. 
 
On Monday, 9th March at 7pm we will be having a talk from the Jewish Heritage 
Association, on ‘Jewish Heritage in South Wales.’ 
 
The project team are continuing working on baptisms at St Gabriel’s Church, 
Brynmill, Swansea, baptisms at Llantwit-juxta-Neath (1891-1926) also 
admission registers at Gowerton Infants School and Hafod Infants School. 
 
We have received a request from some overseas members for information on 
the early life of John Owen PLUMLEY who was married in Swansea in 1912, 
prior to their visiting Swansea in April.  

Cherry King, swansea@glamfhs.org.uk 
 

 
 

A full job description is included on our website: 
www.glamfhs.org.uk 

  
 

 
Association Family History Societies of Wales 

Cymedithasau Hanes Teuluoedd Undebol Cymru 
 

 
 

http://www.fhswales.org.uk/ 
https://www.facebook.com/fhswales/ 

 
Volunteers needed at the following events:  

 
Family Tree Live, Alexandra Palace, London - 17/18 April 2020 

 
The Genealogy Show, NEC, Birmingham - 26/27 June 2020 

 
If you are able to help for an hour or so at either of these events 

please contact:  Menna Evans  secretary@fhswales.org.uk 
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EVENTS REPORT 
 

There have been no events attended since our Fair in Merthyr in October.  Our next 
Society event will be the 'Family and Local History Fair' in the Rhondda Heritage Park 
Museum on Saturday 16th May (see advert on inside back cover).  Pontypridd and 
Rhondda Branch were asked by the Heritage Park to arrange this. 
 
As we go to print we can also announce that the date for our 2020 Annual 
Fair at Merthyr Tydfil has been confirmed and in order to try to prevent 
problems caused in previous years we are moving the event to: 
  

Saturday 26 September 2020 
 

Further details will be available in our June edition.  We shall be sending out 
booking forms to our regulars shortly.  If you know of any exhibitors that 
would like to take part please contact us. 
 

Jane Jones, events@glamfhs.org.uk 
 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS - 2020 
 

14 March Federation of Family History Societies AGM, Oxford. 

14 March 

Society of Genealogists, London 
Tracing your Ancestors in Wales, Half Day Course  
http://www.sog.org.uk/books-courses/events-courses/tracing-
ancestors-in-wales-2 

17-18 Apr Family Tree Live, Alexandra Palace, London   
https://www.family-tree.co.uk/family-tree-live/ 

16 May Local & Family History Fair, Rhondda Heritage Museum - see 
poster inside back cover.   

26-27 Jun The Genealogy Show, NEC, Birmingham 
https://thegenealogyshow.uk/ 

26 Sept Glamorgan Family History Society – Annual Fair – Merthyr Tydfil 
Leisure Centre 

 
Further events are listed on the www.genuki.org.uk website – 
see link - http://geneva.weald.org.uk/events@glamfhs.org.uk 
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PEN-Y-GRAIG AND DISTRICT HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
 
The society meets on the second 
Wednesday afternoon of each month except 
in August.   Meetings take place 1.45pm until 
3.30pm at The Soar Ffrwdamos Centre,  
Pen-y-Graig (by the roundabout).   
Admission is £3 per person, with 
refreshments included. Participation in an 
additional £1 Raffle is optional.  
Meetings take the form of talks by invited 
speakers on various subjects, most with an 
historical connection, followed by refreshments and a chat. 
Visits and Illustrated presentations at our 2020 Spring/Summer Meetings       

 Wed 11 Mar  Alan Underhill  'Legends & Shipwrecks of the South Wales 
Coast'  A look at shipwrecks and practices that occurred locally, intermixed 
with some local ghost stories and legends. 

 Wed 8 Apr  'Visit to the National Museum of Wales Collections Centre, 
Nantgarw'  A conducted tour of the museum to view its collections and learn 
about its conservation work.  Limited places please book: 01443 676671. 

 Wed 13 May  Graham Chapman 'The Welsh in America'  The effect of Welsh 
emigration to the USA and Canada since the 18th century. 

 Wed 10 June  Keith Jones 'The Welsh Tornado of 1913'  An illustrated talk 
about the cause and devastation of the tornado that struck the valleys of South 
Wales in 1913.   Turn up and attend – everyone welcome. 

 

RHONDDA HISTORICAL SOCIETY PROGRAMME 
Date  Speaker  Topic  
7 Mar Alun Morgan Miners' Institutes 

4 Apr Darren Macey Wales and the Poor Law (1860-1880) 

2 May Madeleine Gray Cistercian Way 

6 Jun Glamorgan Archives JHASW 

 (Please note that this programme may be subject to change)  
WHEN? the first Saturday of every month except for August and January  
WHERE? Porth Library, Porth Plaza, Pontypridd Road, Porth, CF39 9PG 
TIME?  11 am (please be prompt, to ensure you get a seat)  
COST? £2 entrance fee per talk or £10 for annual personal membership  

FURTHER DETAILS:  
http://www.rhonddahistoricalsociety.wordpress.com email: 

rhonddahs@yahoo.com  tel: 07810277048  



Page 58 |                                              Journal 137                                       March 2020 

 

B R A N C H   M E E T I N G S 
**PLEASE NOTE CHANGE OF VENUE**   

Aberdare/Cynon Valley  Meetings - 1st Friday of the month, 7 pm  **Aberdare Museum** 
Research & Help Sessions - 2nd Thursdays monthly, 2-4 pm upstairs in Aberdare Library.  Contact the 

Branch Secretary for further information. 
6 Mar Title TBC - Carl Llewellyn  
3 Apr Research Evening 

1 May Members Book/Research Evening - the branch has a lot of local 
research material available to members to assist them in the research. 

5 Jun Guest Speaker - TBC 
Bridgend:  3rd Monday of the month – 7.30 pm Len Evans Centre, Aberkenfig  

16 Mar Sarn Fawr - Paul Howell 
20 Apr National Service - Malcolm Cowper 
18 May Research & Brickwall Evening 
June Date TBC - Visit to Maesteg Library 

Cardiff & Vale Branch:   1st Tuesday of the month, 7.15 pm Stable 1, Insole Court, Fairwater Road, 
Cardiff, CF5 2LN 

3 Mar Title TBC - Rachel Knight, Assistant Coroner, South Wales Central 
7 Apr An Insight into Wills and Probate - Katherine Fairhurst 

5 May Scrofula, Scarlet Fever and Sudden Visitations: how did our Victorian 
ancestors die? - Jenni Phillips 

2 Jun Pilots of the Battle of Britain - Ron Powell 
Sully Group:  3rd Thursday of the month, 7 pm The Old School, South Road, Sully, CF64 5TG 

19 Mar Members Discussion: Recording Software -  
bring along your laptop/tablet and examples of what you use 

April  No Meeting - Happy Easter 
 21 May Tracing your House History – Sue Hamer 

Merthyr Tydfil (AFTERNOON MEETINGS)  2nd Tuesday of the month – 2 pm Canolfan Soar, 
Pontmorlais, CF47 8UB (Welsh Centre) 

10 Mar Special showing of a film interviewing Merthyr people in the 1980s by 
Robert Haines - 'Once upon a time in Wales' 

14 Apr Bring Along Problems for Discussion & Beginners Session  General Sharing 
of Information and Knowledge, Plus Family History Quiz 

12 May The Italian Café in Wales - Carl Llewellyn 

Pontypridd & Rhondda:  3rd Tuesday of the month, 7pm Pontypridd Museum, Bridge Street 
17 Mar Members Research Evening 
21 Apr Wales – Land of Song – Dean Powell 
19 May 25th Anniversary Celebration 

Swansea: Meetings:  2nd Monday of the month, 7 pm, Committee Room 2, Civic Centre, 
Swansea, Research & Help Sessions, Thursday 5-6.45 Discovery Room, Swansea Library** 
Mon 9 Mar Jewish Heritage - Jewish History Association of South Wales 

Thurs 16 Apr Research Evening in Library 

 Mon 11 May John Harry Hammond-Spencer of Swansea & West Cross (1807-1870) – 
Barrie Jones 

Thurs 16 Jun Research Evening in Library 
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GLAMORGAN FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY 

CYMDEITHAS HANES TEULUOL MORGANNWG 

 

OPEN DAY &  
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

 

ABERKENFIG RESOURCE CENTRE 
 

Saturday 29 February 2020 
 

10.30-12.30 
Talks 

Brickwall and Help Sessions 
Individual Research  

 

Library/Resources Catalogue available on our website:  
https://www.glamfhs.org.uk/resources/glamorgan-fhs-resources 

 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  

1 pm 
 

2 pm  
Speaker: Jeremy Konsbruck 

 

"The Man Be Not Exempted": 
 The Military Appeals Tribunals of the Great War  

 
If undelivered please return to:  

63 Clos Pwll Clai, Tondu, Bridgend, CF32 9BZ  


