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CHAIRMAN’S COMMENTS 

 

The ‘Christmas Dinner‘ took place at The Orwell Hotel on 26th January, this was later than usual as the 

hotel had to have maintenance done in the first part of January. Sixteen of us enjoyed a nice meal in 

Westerfield’s Restaurant, it is a shame we do not have more there as it is a time to meet other 

members. 

 

Our January meeting as Show and Tell several members brought along some interesting items on 

which they gave a short history, we also enjoyed soup and chat, another way of getting to know each 

other.  

 

The February meeting was a talk by Jane Bradbury on ‘Capture and Escape’ a story of local boys who 

joined the 67th medium regiment, those who survived and those who unfortunately did not. 

 

We have had a request for a photo of this grave in Felixstowe Cemetery (see page 7 ): 

 

Block E 892; Roman Catholic section 

Cyril Harry Brown; interred 2 April 1976 

Kathleen May Brown; interred 14 July 1982 

 

We have been and looked but did not find it, if anyone knows about these people please let either 

Linda or myself know. We have sent a photo of the plot. 

 

Best wishes to you all 

Gillian 
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EDITOR’S NOTES 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to the first magazine of 2019, a Happy and Healthy New Year to you all! 

 

I am sitting typing this up in my conservatory with a temperature of 24.4oC in February!  The weather 

this past few weeks or so has been glorious, I hope you have all made the most of it! 

 

Once again in the previous issue I received some articles for the magazine, thank you to Rachel 

Travers and Roger Sutton, also to Jennie Roome for a great write up of the October meeting.  It is 

great to receive these articles from members as it makes the magazine interesting and more of a 

members’ magazine.  So if you have an article you would like to write or to submit a write up of one 

of the speakers’ meetings I look forward to receiving it. 

 

BMD Price Rise on 16 February 

The price of a birth, marriage or death certificate for England & Wales went up on 16 February 2019 

from £9.25 to £11.00. At the same time, the charge for the PDF version rose from £6.00 to £7.00. 

 

There will be an additional charge of £3 where the full index references are not provided. Another 

new charge that has been introduced is a £3.50 fee when a certificate order cannot be fulfilled 

because a register entry cannot be found that matches the information provided.  

 

Linda Negus 

Membership No: 0620 
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The January Speakers’ meeting was a Show and Tell evening 

for all members.  The evening went very well with a good 

variety of items brought along, from a birth certificate which 

had been amended by the Registrar General to add the 

father’s name now that the couple were married, to a 

beautiful hand stitched piece of embroidery which had Psalm 

23 and a poem titled Heaven on, it was made in 1862 by a 

young girl aged 11 years.  Alan Smith gave us a talk on Wray 

Optics which was his father and grandfather’s company, he 

also showed us a booklet telling us about the company.  

Another interesting item was  a photo album of photos taken 

by another member’s father of the last war in the desert. 

There were also some embroidered postcards from WWI that 

the troops used to send home, and a marriage certificate on 

parchment from 1870. 

 

Sixteen members had a lovely evening sharing soup, rolls and sausage rolls while browsing through the 

items and chatting amongst themselves, sharing their comments and thoughts on the various items. 

 

 

 

 

D 
id You know that...… after the Great Fire of London in 1666, companies sprang up to insure 

premises against fire.  Every company policy holder was issued with a metal badge, 

otherwise known as a fire mark that was fixed in a prominent place on the outside of the 

building.  By the 18th century, fire insurance was also provided for those living in other parts of the 

country, particularly in the south and in provincial cities. Where fire policy registers exist, they 

generally include the following information: policy number, name of agent/location of agency; name, 

status, occupation and address of policy holder; names, occupations and addresses of tenants (where 

relevant); location, type, nature of construction and value of property insured; premium; renewal date; 

and some indication of endorsements.  The London Metropolitan archive has the best collection of 

records and also many fire insurance plans. These include the Hand-in-Hand Fire and Life Insurance 

Society (established in 1696), the Sun Insurance Office (established as the Sun Fire office in 1710) and 

the Royal Exchange Assurance (established in 1720). 

MEMBERS’ SHOW AND TELL 
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DIARY DATES 

 
 
13th March, 2019 The Long Shop Museum, Past Present and Future        Stuart Hines

  
It will cover the story of the Garrett Family from 1778 when they established the engineering company 
in Leiston, the growth of the firm and also of the community that thrived around it, and leading to its 
demise and the subsequent museum that emerged. 
 
10th April 2019         Daniel Defoe’s Tour of the Eastern Counties in 1722.             Sarah Doig 

 

The novelist Daniel Defoe is, of course, best known for his fictitious account of shipwrecked Robinson 
Crusoe's life on a desert island. However, many people are unaware that having travelled extensively 
in Europe in later life, he embarked on an epic journey around the British Isles. His delightful account 
of his travels in 1722 through East Anglia forms the basis of Sarah’s talk, drawing on his portrayal of 
rural and maritime life in the region a few decades before the industrial revolution. 
  

9th May 2019  From rural Suffolk & Essex to the Battles of the Somme.            Kate Cole 
 
This is the story of nurse Clara Woolnough, a nurse of the Great War who joined the Voluntary Aid 
Detachment nursing service and nursed in small military hospitals in Essex and Suffolk.  Weeks before 
the battles of the Somme she was sent as a volunteer nurse to one of the largest military hospitals on 
the Western Front. 
 
 

Monthly Meetings are held at 7.30 pm on the second Wednesday of the month at Broadway House, 
Orwell Road, Felixstowe IP11 7DD. 

 
Meetings are free for members, but if you wish to bring a guest they will be charged £1.00.  

Refreshments (tea, coffee and biscuits) are available at the end of the meeting. 
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T 
here have been many William Ribbans in my ancestry, going back to 1500 when the family 
name was Revans. In old script, the ‘v’ and ‘b’ looked more or less the same and, presumably 
from various Suffolk pronunciations, the name has been spelled Rivans, Revannes, Revaunce, 

Ribans, Rebans, Rebannes, and so on. However it is spelled, the surname seems to belong to one 
family only – at least in Suffolk and Norfolk. From 1500, at least, most of them were yeoman farmers, 
handing down their names with their lands and leaving a plethora of Williams, Roberts, and Johns.  
 

During the 18th Century, there were several William Ribbans living in Ipswich, having left farming for 
other means of living. My 5 X great grandfather was a William, and he may have been a locksmith. He 
had a son, William, born in 1767, and I have never been able to trace what happened to him. Apart 
from the record of his birth into that family, there is no record of a marriage, or even death, for him. 
 
From ‘Find My Past’ I found a William Ribbans in the Crimes, Prisons and Punishments category, and 
thought that maybe this was ‘my’ William, my 4 X great grandmother’s brother, and perhaps this 
explained the lack of information. I was wrong. He turned out to be her first cousin, William.  This 
cousin’s parents were James Ribbans and Bathsheba Catt. Strangely, they had an earlier son also 
named William, born in 1756, although he was very much alive when his brother was born 12 years 
later, and lived until 1813. 
 
The younger William, born 1768, became Innkeeper of The Half Moon in Ipswich, demolished in the 
1960s, which was a very old inn and situated at the bottom of Foundation Street where it meets 
Lower Brook Street. He married Ann Smith at St Matthew’s church, 10th September, 1795, where he 
had been baptized. They had a daughter, Ann Maria Ribbans, born 14th June 1796, and Sarah, born 
2nd October 1797.  Two years later, on 17th May, 1799, William was arrested for receiving stolen 
goods from Thomas Garnham, namely 168 lbs weight of Hay. 
 
From the newspaper, ‘Stamford Mercury’, 19th July 1799: 
‘At Bury St Edmunds, Thomas Garnham convicted of stealing a quantity of hay, and John Sewell, of 
stealing some undressed wheat, were each sentenced to be transported for seven years – Wm. 
Ribbans, publican, and Wm. Peake, for receiving the above hay and wheat, were sentenced to 14 years 
transportation.’  (Sewell and Peake are not connected to William’s case.) 
 
In the Ipswich Gaol Book, William is listed as being a prisoner, sentenced to 14 years, but ‘referred’. 
There followed a series of letters, without punctuation as we know it. 
 
“A S Hammond Bart Whitehall 24 Decem 1799 
Sir, I have received and laid before the Duke of Portland your Letter to me of the 23rd instant in favor 
of William Ribbans now under Sentence of Transportation in the Gaol of Ipswich as also the Petition of 
the Inhabitants of that place transmitted to you on his Behalf and am directed by His Grace to 
acquaint you that His Case will be refer’d to the Judge before whom he was tried for his Report the 
result of which as soon as received you shall be made acquainted with.  I am etc. I (orJ ) King” 
 

 

Cont Page 8 

SENTENCED TO FOURTEEN YEARS 
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‘Mr Baron Hotham 
Holsey Isleworth Whitehall 26 Decem 1799 
Sir, Inclosed I transmit you by the King’s Command a petition from the Inhabitants of Ipswich in Favor 
of William Ribbans now under Sentence of Transportation in the Gaol for the County of Suffolk together 
with a Letter from Sir Andrew Snape Hammond Bart. in his Behalf and I am to desire you will Report to 
me for His Majesty’s Information a State of the Convicts Case as it appeared on his Trial together with 
your opinion how facts may be considered as an object of the Royal Mercy. 
I am etc  Calland (Callard?)’ 
 

‘Holsey Jan. 4. 1800 
My Lord, In obedience to His Majesty’s Command, signified to me by your Grace’s letter of the 28th of 
December last, I have the honor of informing Your Grace that Thomas Garnham was tried before me at 
the last assizes for the county of Suffolk, for stealing 168 lb weight of Hay, the property of Wm. 
Midleton (his Master,) and William Ribbans for Receiving the same knowing it to be Stolen.  Two 
brothers of the name of Cotes, one of whom was Mr Midleton’s Bailiff, Swore to seeing Garnham 
driving his Masters wagon of Hay, to Ipswich on the day 17th of last May. One of them, the Bailiff, 
observing four trusses on the wagon that were not fastened as the rest were, asked what he was going 
to do with those trusses. He said they were for his own uses; having been in the habit of buying hay 
from him as Mr Midleton’s Bailiff, for his cows when he wanted it: and he added, that he meant to have 
mentioned it to him. However they watched him, and saw him stop just before he got into Ipswich, at 
the Half Moon which was kept by the Prisoner Ribbans. And then they met him again, before he had 
delivered the load which he was carrying to Ipswich, and observed these 4 Trusses were not on the 
wagon. 
 

The Bailiff John Bernard Cotes, then went back to the Half Moon, where he saw the Prisoner Ribbans. 
He asked him what was become of the Hay that Midleton’s man had just left there. Ribbans denied 
having seen any thing of it, till he was told that Garnham had confessed it. He then acknowledged that 
he had received the 4 trusses, which he was very ready to pay for; but which he said he had at first 
denied having any knowledge of, to save Garnham from getting anger from his Master.  It was proved 
that Garnham had been 14 or 15 years with Mr Middleton, and the Father of the two witnesses (John 
Cotes) gave him a good character. 
 

For Ribbans, these witnesses were called – John Cobbald Esq, the first subscriber to the accompanying 
petition, who had known him for four or five years, who never heard his character impeached, who 
had frequent dealings with him, and who had so good opinion of him, as to rebuild him his house. The 
second witness had known him 4 years, gave him a good character, and said his House was a sober 
good house. The last had known him ever since he was 14, and always known him to be an honest and 
industrious man.  The Jury found the Prisoners guilty – and I sentenced Garnham to Seven Years 
Transportation, and the Prisoner Ribbans, as the Law obliged me, to 14 Years Transportation. I did not 
understand that either of them had been tried or were suspected before, and as Ribbans had always 
been a very unexceptionable character, and was extremely well spoken and thought of by all his 
Neighbors, I have nothing to State to your Grace that ought to stand in the way of His Majesty’s 
consenting to this Petition of Transporting himself for the term of his Sentence, if His Majesty shall so 
please.  I have the honor to be My Lord Your Grace’s most humble And Obedient Servant B Hotham’ 
 

‘Sir Andrew Snape    Hammond Bart Whitehall 10 January 1800 
I am directed by the Duke of Portland to acquaint you that your letter together with the petition from 
the Inhabitants of Ipswich in favor of William Ribbans now under sentence of Transportation in the 
Gaol of that place has been refer’d to Mr Baron Hotham for his Report on the Case which I am happy to 
add is favourable and that a pardon will be prepared for the Royal signature on condition of the 
Prisoners giving Security to the Satisfaction of the Mayor of Ipswich that he will Transport himself for 
the term of his Sentence.  I am etc I (orJ) King’  Cont Page 9 
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 ‘George R,  
William Ribbans Whereas William Ribbans was at the last assizes held for the Pardon County of Suffolk 
Tried and Convicted of receiving Stolen Hay and was Sentenced to be Transported fourteen Years for the 
same We in Consideration of some favorable Circumstances humbly represented unto Us in his Behalf 
are graciously pleased to Extend our Grace and Mercy unto him and to Grant him our Pardon for his said 
Crime on condition of his quitting this Kingdom within one month from the day on which he shall be 
discharged out of Custody and not return to or before within our Kingdom of Great Britain or Ireland for 
and during the term of his Sentence unexpired and that he find Sureties for performance of the same 
Our will and pleasure is that on his Entering into such Security as aforesaid to the Satisfaction of the 
Mayor of Ipswich he be forthwith discharged out of Custody and that he be (unclear) for his said Crime 
on the said Condition in our first and next General Pardon that shall come out for the Norfolk Circuit and 
for so doing this shall be your Warrant Given at our Court at St James’s the Tenth day of January 1800 in 
the fortieth Year of our Reign. 
To our Trusty and Welbeloved Our Justices of Assize for the Norfolk Circuit the Mayor of Ipswich The 
Sheriff of the County of By His Majesty’s Command Suffolk The Keeper of the Gaol at Ipswich 
And all others whom it may concern 
Callard (?)’ 
 

In the Judges’ Report’ of January 4 1800, there is a précis of the above, in which he adds that this was a 

first offense for William Ribbans, and that he had a wife and two small children to support. 

I have found no information for William for the next 4 years and 8 months and can only assume that he 

continued to be held in Ipswich Gaol, until a letter to Sir N Middleton, Bart., which was sent from 

Whitehall on the 5th September 1804, in which Mr Bankbury (?) acknowledges receipt of Mr 

Middleton’s letter, ‘inclosing a Petition in behalf of William Ribbans, and Beg to acquaint you that in 

consequence of this representation made in the prisoner’s favor. I will submit it to His Majesty to grant 

him a Free Pardon.’ 

 

Two months later, another letter is sent to Mr N Middleton from Mr Bankbury (?) in which he says, ‘....in 
consequence of my submitting to the King in September last the Case of William Ribbans His Majesty 
was genuinely pleased to grant a Free Pardon to the Circuit, which has been transmitted in the usual 
manner to the Clerk of Assize for the Norfolk Circuit.’  The Free Pardon is dated 7th September 1804 and 
signed by Kirkbury (?) It reads much the same as the first Pardon but adds: 
‘.........we in consideration of some favourable circumstances humbly represented unto Us in his behalf 
are genuinely pleased to Extend Our further Grace and Mercy unto him and to grant him Our Free 
Pardon for his said Crime; Our Will and Pleasure there is that he be (unclear) for his said Crime in Our 
first and next General Pardon that shall come out for the Norfolk Circuit without any Conditions 
whatever, and so long this shall be Your Warrant Given at the court of St James’s the 7 day of September 
1804 in the Year of Our Reign  By His Majesty’s Command’ 
 
However, William had to wait another two months until the letter announcing the above Free Pardon 
reached Sir N Middleton Bart. It is from Whitehall, and is dated 4 Dec 1804. 
‘Sir, I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 30 Ultimo; and I beg to acquaint you that in 
consequence of my submitting to the King in September last the Case of William Ribbans His Majesty 
was genuinely pleased to grant a Free Pardon to the Circuit, which has been transmitted in the usual 
manner to the Clerk of the Assize for the Norfolk Circuit.’ 
 

 
Cont Page 10 
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It is signed Bankbury (?) It almost certainly took a few more weeks, or months, before William was 
released. During the waiting period, his daughter aged 7, Sarah, died and was buried on 14th 
November, 1804. His older daughter, Ann Maria, died 6 years later, aged 14, and was buried on 14th 
March 1810. Both girls were buried at St Matthew’s, Ipswich. In 1809, a son was born and baptized 
as William Parkes/Parks Ribbans. I have no idea where his middle name came from, perhaps it was 
one of the petitioners who got William out of prison. This son must have had a good education 
because he became an Architect and Surveyor for Ipswich Town, designing the Ipswich and East 
Suffolk Hospital in Anglesea Road, Burlington Chapel, and the Temperance Hall. He was also a 
member of the Ipswich Society of Profession & Amateur Artists, from 1832. He married twice and 
had four children with his first wife, Sophia Mary Laws, none with his second wife, Sarah Ann 
Woolnough from Woodbridge. Only one son, Henry, or Harry, outlived him and William P was buried 
on 21st January 1871, aged 61, in Ipswich Cemetery. His father, the ex-prisoner, was buried at St 
Matthew’s on 1st October 1833, aged 65.          
 
I keep searching records, hoping to find out more about the law at that time, which sentenced 
William to twice the length of Thomas Garnham, who did the stealing, and why he stayed in gaol, 
rather than transport himself out of the country, as his first Pardon decreed he must. Perhaps the 
necessary sureties could not be raised for this to happen. So far, I have not found any information 
concerning the business of transporting oneself, and to where such a person might travel 
 
Clorinda Smith 
Member 
 
 
 
 
 
The general public are being challenged to find out more about their family history at Family Tree 

Live, a major new exhibition taking place at London’s historic Alexandra Palace over two days on 26 

and 27 April 2019. 

 

The event will feature expert talks, hands-on workshops, living history and children’s activities, a 

DNA hub, special displays and a long list of exhibitors and traders, allowing visitors to discover more 

about their ancestry, whether they are just starting out or have been researching their roots for 

years. 

 

Helen Tovey, editor of Family Tree magazine said: ‘Many of us are unaware of our ancestors’ stories, 

how they lived and worked, and what they experienced; yet all of us have a rich family history 

waiting to be re-told. Family Tree Live will be a celebration of these stories, bringing together experts 

from around the world and providing learning opportunities to help visitors unearth their history and 

discover the wide range of records and resources available to us all.’ 

 

If you are interested you can go online at  https://www.family-tree.co.uk/ftre/show/family-tree-live/

book-now  order your tickets.  Bought before the day the standard adult ticket is £12, bought on the 

day it will be £14. 

 

©FFHS Newsletter January 2019 

 
 
 

FAMILY TREE LIVE! 

https://www.family-tree.co.uk/ftre/show/family-tree-live/book-now
https://www.family-tree.co.uk/ftre/show/family-tree-live/book-now
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I  hope you might be able to assist me. My name is Simon Johnson; I am an archivist who is the 
research lead for a Derbyshire local history project relating to the First World War. The project is 

researching individuals with strong links to the parish of Crich, Derbyshire, who served in the armed 
forces during WW1. 
 
Part of the project involves recording the final resting place of 450+ individuals. One such individual 
was Cyril Harry BROWN, who was buried in Felixstowe Cemetery on 2 April 1976. 
 
I have corresponded with the cemetery office, who provided the grave plot number, along with a basic 
plan of the cemetery. I am currently based in Edinburgh, so I wondered if any volunteers connected 
with the Society might be prepared to visit the cemetery to photograph the grave for me. I would, of 
course, be more than happy to reimburse any travel costs. 
 
The individual in question was Cyril Harry BROWN, who died 23 March 1976, aged 77. His wife, who is 
buried in the same grave, died July 1982. The details from the cemetery office are as follows: 
 
Block E 892; Roman Catholic section 
Cyril Harry Brown; interred 2 April 1976 
Kathleen May Brown; interred 14 July 1982 
 
A basic plan of the cemetery can be seen here. 
 
Any assistance or advice would be very gratefully 
received. 
 
Kind regards 
Simon Johnson 
 
 
 
 

 
A LITTLE BIT OF HISTORY OF NEW YEARS FOR YOU TRIVIA BUFFS: 

  

In 45 BC, New Year's Day is celebrated on January 1 for the first time in history as the Julian calendar 

takes effect. Soon after becoming Roman dictator, Julius Caesar decided that the 

traditional Roman calendar was in dire need of reform. New Year's Day, also simply called New 

Year or New Year's, is observed on January 1, the first day of the year on the modern Gregorian 

calendar as well as the Julian calendar. In pre-Christian Rome under the Julian calendar, the day was 

dedicated to Janus, god of gateways and beginnings, for whom January is also named. 

 

© Parish Chest February 2019 

 
 
 
 
 

CAN YOU HELP? 
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FindMyPast 

 Diocese of Middlesborough Roman Catholic registers 

 Middlesex Isleworth baptisms 

 Norfolk North Creake, Rockland All Saints & St Andrew, Southwood, Wells next the Sea and 
Worstead parish registers 

 Scotland, Jacobite Rebellions 1715 and 1745 

 Glasgow Anderson’s College Anatomy Students 1860-1874 

 Glasgow Smallpox Vaccination Registers 1801-1854 

 Glasgow & Lanarkshire Death & Burial Index 1642-1855 

 Scotland Roman Catholic Parish Registers 

 Scotland Roman Catholic Congregational Records 

United States General Land Office Records 1796-2010 

FamilySearch 
 Hampshire Parish Registers 

 War Office Registers WO 25 1772-1935 

 Argentina, Entre Ríos, Civil Registration, 1860-1965     

 France, Saône-et-Loire, Parish and Civil Registration, 1530-1892 

 France, Vienne, Census, 1856 and 1876 

 France, Convict Register, 1650-1867 

 Hawaii, Naturalization Records, 1838-1990 

 Italy, Vicenza, Bassano del Grappa, Civil Registration (State Archive), 1871-1942 

 South Africa, Transvaal, Civil Death, 1869-1954 

 USA Illinois, Stephenson County, Cedarville Cemetery Record, 1850-2007 and Lena Park Cemetery 
Transcriptions, 1854-1983   

 USA Idaho, Bonneville County, Idaho Falls, Rose Hill Cemetery Records, 1800-2007     
 USA Kentucky, Louisville, Cemetery Index Cards, 1840-1988   
 USA Louisiana, Ascension Parish, Index of Marriages, 1773-1963       

 USA Maine, Tombstone Inscriptions, Surname Index, 1620-2014 

 USA Maryland, Baltimore, Loudon Park Cemetery, Cemetery Records, 1853-1986 

 USA Montana, Deer Lodge County, Anaconda, Cemetery Records, 1878-2005  

 USA New Jersey, Jersey City, Holy Name Cemetery, Card Index of Interment, 1849-1984  

 USA North Carolina, Department of Archives and History, Index to Vital Records, 1800-200 

 USA Ohio, Marietta Cemetery Records, 1788-2001 

 United States, Cemetery Abstracts 

Ancestry 

 Germany, Eberswalde, Births, 1874-1906  

 Germany, Minden, Births, Marriages, and Deaths, 1809-1873; 

TheGenealogist 

 HO 8 Registers prisoner records 1821 to 1876 

 Worcestershire Baptism records  

RootsIreland 

Waterford Civil Marriages 1864–1912 

MyHeritage 

Massachusetts newspapers 1704–1974 

FIBIS 

Jalna Christian Cemetery 

WEBSITE UPDATES 
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T 
o the south of Chichester in West Sussex is the manhood peninsula, comprising about 14,000 
acres.  The South Saxons first landed on this peninsula in AD477.  The name ‘manhood’ is 
believed to have been derived from the Saxon words meaning ‘common wood’ (manwode).  

For many generations the family of Manwood lived in the Manhood, including my fifteenth century 
ancestor, Robert Manwood.  He claimed to be descended from Sir John Manwood, circa 1400, but an 
earlier pedigree for the Manwood family does not exist.  What we do know is that Robert Manwood 
was a man of some standing and was part of the landed gentry.  He married Margaret Martyn, 
daughter of Judge John Martyn.  His family roots were in Graveney, Kent and Frognall, Lincolnshire. 
 
When Margaret died prematurely, Robert Manwood married Elizabeth Archer.  The Archer family had 
its roots in Sussex, where one of them had represented Hastings in Parliament, but they had since 
moved to Sandwich, Kent.  Elizabeth Archer was the mother of Robert Manwood’s two sons, Roger 
and Robert. 
 
A drastic turn of events affected the family’s future.  Robert Manwood senior killed a relative of the 
Earl of Arundel.  This was a bad move as the Earl of Arundel was an important and influential figure in 
fifteenth century Sussex.  Realising that he faced almost certain death himself, Robert Manwood fled 
and was not seen again.  All his lands and goods were confiscated and his wife moved to Sandwich to 
be with her brother John Archer.  He was a wealthy merchant engaged in the cloth trade. 
 
Sandwich has a special place in the history of England.  Canute the Dane landed at Sandwich in 1016 
before being crowned King of England.  This exposure to foreign attack caused Edward the Confessor 
to constitute the Brotherhood of the Cinque Ports and he gave them special powers and privileges: 
William the Conqueror confirmed these privileges.  Amongst ehem were the claims of the Barons of 
the Cinque Ports to carry the canopies over the heads of the Kings and Queens of England on 
Coronation Day.  John archer was elected as a Member of Parliament (MP) for Sandwich on 18 
December 18812 and, in this capacity, he was a supporter of the canopy of Richard III on 6 July  1483.  
 
John Archer shouldered responsibility for his two nephews.  Roger Manwood entered John archer’s 
drapery business and eventually inherited it when John died in 1490 aged only 50.  For the next four 
years the usual annual obits were sung for his soul.  Robert Manwood was prepared for Holy Orders at 
Oxford University.  He then became a Benedictine monk at Battle Abbey.  In Sussex the number of 
monasteries, hospitals and other foundations established during the hundred years following the 
Battle of Hastings was quite astonishing.  The closeness of contact between Sussex and Normandy is 
clearly shown in the fact that the stone imported from chief Norman port of Caen was used in a great 
many buildings – particularly the monastic foundations – within easy access of the ports and river 
estuaries.  William the Conqueror insisted that Battle Abbey was built on the actual site where he had 
achieved his victory over King Harold.  It was richly endowed by the Crown and enjoyed special 
privileges.  It became one of the greatest monasteries in the kingdom. 
 
While Robert Manwood lived the life of a monk in Battle Abbey (at least until the Dissolution), his 
brother Roger was building a successful career back in Sandwich.  It is said that if subsequent 
Manwoods had something of the proud, quick temper of the first Robert Manwood, they also had the 
charm of manner, business acumen and capacity for hard work of the Archer family.  John Archer had 
served Sandwich well and the prompt and generous way in which he set the unfortunate Manwoods 
on their feet was in keeping with his genial and loyal character.  Roger Manwood lived in Guildcourt 
Lane in St Mary’s parish.  He was elected as MP for Sandwich on 2 March 1533. 

 
Cont Page 14 

THE MANWOOD FAMILY: A STORY OF FAME AND INFAMY  
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Henry VIII broke with the Pope, his fear was that Catholic coalitions would form and invade England.  
It was therefore necessary to strengthen the defences on the coast of England.  Henry VIII issaid to 
have lodged on two occastions at the house of roger Manwood in Sandwich – it is known that queen 
Elizabeth I stayed in the same house on 31 August 1573.  Manwood was also a supporter of the 
canopy at the coronation Queen anne Boleyn on 1 June 1533.  Because his father had killed a relative 
of the Earl Of Arundel, it was a little ironic that the uncle of Anne Boleyn was the Duke of Norfolk, 
England’s premier peer.  He was prepared to sacrifice his religion and his family to retain the favour of 
Henry VIII. 
 
Both Anne Boleyn and Katherine Howard were Norfolk’s nieces and he brought both to Court and to 
the attention of Henry VIII.  Both married the king and were later executed.  Their unscrupulous uncle 
made no move to prevent these tragedies.  The Duke of Norfolk himself escaped the death penalty 
only because Henry died the day before sentence was due to be carried out. 
Like his father, Roger Manwood was married twice.  His first wife, and the mother of his six children, 
was Chrystine Stapleton, who was described as belonging to the Stapleton family of Sussex.  Although 
this is speculative, she may have been related to Dr Thomas Stapleton (1535-1598), as the name is 
not common in Sussex.  Dr Stapleton was born in Henfield in July 1535, the son of William Stapleton, a 
Chichester solicitor.  It is said that the Reformation ways were not popular in Sussex and William 
Stapleton certainly did not approve of the Reformation.  Although he kept any misgivings to himself, 
the Christian name he chose for his son may have had some significance: the Lord Chancellor, Thomas 
More (1478-1535) had been executed by Henry VIII only days before for refusing Royal Supremacy.  In 
1558 Thomas Stapleton was ordained and was made a Canon of Chichester Cathedral.  But catholic 
Queen Mary died on 17 November 1558, prompting Thomas Stapleton to leave England for the 
Spanish Netherlands in 1559.  He attended the Council of Trent (1545-1563) as a representative of the 
Chichester diocese and was not removed until the end of the Council of Trent in 1563, after which 
time he never saw England again.  Accompanied by his father and the rest of his family, he emigrated 
to Louvain in Flanders.  In 1569 he took up residence at the English College at Douai in the Spanish 
Netherlands.  This had been founded by William Allen in 1568 to supervise the education of English 
Catholic clergy so that trained manpower would be available in the event of England becoming 
Catholic again.  As it was, by the time Queen Elizabeth had died in 1603, 450 Douai priests had served 
on the English mission and 110 had been executed.  From 1571 to 1590 Stapleton was Professor of 
Divinity at Douai University (distinct from the English College at Douai).  A year before his death 
Thomas Stapleton was summoned to Rome to receive a Cardinal’s hat, but his declining health seems 
to have prevented his making the journey.  He died on 12 October 1598.  Henfield was therefore 
robbed of the boast of having given birth to a cardinal.  Some of the information in this article was 
provided by Canon Salembier, Professor of Theology at Lille who visited Henfield in 1909.  It seems 
likely that some of Stapleton’s pupils may well have been among those who used to land at Shoreham 
disguised as labourers to come up the river to West Grinstead.  The priest’s house at West Grinstead 
dates from Tudor times.  It formed a distribution centre from which the priests were sent out to their 
work, a work that ended not infrequently in martyrdom.  
 

Another Catholic Henfield family were the Bysshopps who, like the Stapletons, were of Yorkshire 
origin.  I mention them because Sir Edward Bysshopp of Parham Park, West Sussex married Lady Mary 
Tufton, daughter of the 1st Earl of Thanet.  I am descended from the Tufton family (who were also 
Catholics) from the time when they lived at Northiam, East Sussex.  Sir Edward Bysshopp became 
governor of Arundel Castle and held it for King Charles I in 1643.  In an ironic twist, he was 
subsequently imprisoned in Arundel Castle and had his inheritance sequestered.  A somewhat similar 
fate befell the royalist Earl of Thanet, reputedly the wealthiest man in Kent. 
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Roger Manwood’s second wife was Elizabeth Nethersole, daughter of John Nethersole of Nethersole, 
Kent.  Roger Manwood’s will was dated 1 October 1534 and contains many of the elements of a 
traditional Catholic will.  I am descended from his daughter Joanna Manwood and her husband 
Nicholas Peake: both inherited a house from Roger.  Nicholas Peake was MP for Sandwich 1539-41 and 
1555-57.  He was also a supporter of the canopy at the coronation of  Edward VI on 20 February 1547 
and at the coronation of Queen Mary on 1 October 1553.  His son, Edward Peake was MP for Sandwich 
1576-1606.  Hi son Matthew was, in turn, the supporter of the canopy at the coronation of Charles I 
and his Catholic queen, Henrietta Maria, on 2 February 1626. 
 
Joanna Manwood’s only brother, Thomas Manwood, took no part in civic or parliamentary affairs.  As 
the only son, he had to concentrate on the family drapery business.  His son, Roger Manwood, was 
born in 1525 and was to become the most famous member of the Manwood family.  He received his 
early education at the Thomas Elys Chantry School in Sandwich, where there were already mutterings 
against the Pope, which may have influenced Manwood in later life.  He was admitted to the Inner 
Temple in February 1548 and by July 1553 he was carrying out legal work for the Cinque Ports.  He 
became MP for Hastings in 1555 and represented Sandwich in Parliament from 1558 until his 
appointment as a judge.  He was a member of the new gentry; men who, in Elizabeth’s reign, had a 
vested interest in maintaining the Reformation settlement, the material fruits of which had largely 
become theirs.  In 1563 the Queen granted Manwood the royal manor of Hackington, overlooking 
Canterbury Cathedral, which had been confiscated by the Crown during the Reformation.  Manwood 
was rumoured to be the natural father of Christopher Marlowe, born 1564 in Canterbury.  In 1578 Sir 
Roger Manwood (as he had become) was appointed Chief Baron of the Exchequer Court.  Manwood 
sat on all the state trials, including the trials of the supporters of the Jesuit, Edmund Campion where 
Manwood argued for heavier punishments. 
 
He was also involved in the case of Mary Queen Scots, and sought to show that Elizabeth had dealt 
honourably with Mary, whilst Mary had dealt dishonourably with Elizabeth.  He became an 
increasingly controversial figure.  It is believed that at the end of his career, he offered money to be 
made Chief Justice of the Queen’s Bench.  More generally, the charge against Sir Roger Manwood was 
that he used the power of his high office for great personal advantage at the expense of justice.  He 
died in December 1592 after a period of humiliation and public disgrace. 
 
Although the last Manwood died in 1663 there is a lasting monument to the family in the form of Sir 
Roger Manwood’s School in Sandwich, which was founded in 1563 and is today a thriving co-
educational grammar school.  It is odd to reflect that it would not have been built if Robert Manwood 
had not killed a relative of the Earl of Arundel in the fifteenth century. 
 
Roger Sutton 
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Religion was a bone of contention between the two young people, but they eventually married on 6 

May 1944 at Chelsea Register Office.  Joe Kennedy junior gave his sister away. 

 

Within a few months tragedy struck both families.  In August 1944 Joe Kennedy junior died in action.  

The following month Billy Cavendish was killed by a German sniper in France.  Kathleen eventually 

became the lover of Lord Fitzwilliam, with whom she was killed in an air crash in France in 1948.  

 

In July 1963 Kathleen’s brother President Kennedy stayed at Birch Grove in Sussex with Harold 

Macmillan, the British Prime Minister.  The two men were related.  Macmillan had married Lady 

Dorothy Cavendish, daughter of the 9th Duke of Devonshire.  Billy Cavendish was her nephew.  In 

something of a replay of the events of 1944, within a few months both Prime Minister and President 

were removed from power.  Macmillan resigned on grounds of ill health in October 1963; and John F 

Kennedy was assassinated on 22 November 1963. 
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MEMBERS INTERESTS 

 

Name: Miss Jan Apthorp                           Membership No: 0270  

Address:  241 Walton High Street, Felixstowe  IP11 9DU 

 
  

 
                           
 

 

COUNTY TOWN/ 

PARISH 

SURNAME FIRST 
NAME 

DATES 

One Name Society Apthorp(e) All All 

Herts Kensworth Ginger All 1750-1880 

Beds Studham Ginger All 1750-1880 

Suffolk Wortham Cotton All All 

Suffolk Wortham Copping All All 
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FamilySearch 

 France, Calvados, Civil Registration, 1792-1942 

 France, Rhône, Military Registration Cards, 1865-1932   
 France, Vienne, Census, 1896 

 South Africa, Transvaal, Civil Marriage, 1870-1930 

 USA California, Sacramento Cemetery Records, 1900-1959  
 USA Connecticut, World War I, Military Census of Nurses, 1917  

 USA Delaware, World War I Servicemen Records, 1917-1919  
 USA Florida, World War I Navy Card Roster, 1917-1920    
 USA Hawaii, Kauai County, Obituaries, 1982-2010 

 USA Georgia, World War I statement of service summary card files, ca. 1920-1929 

 Iowa, Birth Records, 1921-1942, Death Records, 1904-1951 

 USA Kansas, Gove County Enumeration Books and List of Residents, 1909-1950   

 USA Mississippi, World War I Service Cards, 1917-1919    
USA Western States Marriage Index  
FindMyPast 

 Kent Poor Law Union 1835-1841 

Waterford Poor Law Union Board Of Guardians Minute Books 

Ancestry 
 Germany, Nienburg, Births, 1874-1905; Deaths, 1874-1974; 
MyHeritage 

 England & Wales, Index of Wills and Probates, 1853-1943 

 Canadian Census 1921 

Denmark Census 1787 and 1801 

www.scottishindexes.com 
High Court records 

Irish Genealogy Projects Archives 
Monaghan Clones Parish Registers, Baptisms, 1842-1856 
Tipperary Fethard Marriages, Dio. of Cashel & Emly, 1814-1819 
TheGenealogist 

 T27 Outbound Passenger Lists 

School registers: 
Tonbridge School, Kent, 1826-1910; 
Repton School Register Supplement to 1922 edition 1933; 
Allhallows School Register and Record 1908-1932; 
A History Of Wigton School 1815-1915; 
Alumni Felstedienses, Boys Entered at Felsted School, 1897-1903; 
Leeds Grammar School Registers 1820-1910; 
The Sherborne Register, Third Edition, 1550-1937; 
The Roll of St Edwards School 1863-1939; 
The Lancing Register 1932; Sussex, The Lancing Register, 1848-1900; 
Chigwell Register 1653-1907; 
Bury, Directory of the Technical School, Acting Teachers' 
Classes and School of Art, 1909-1910; 
Tonbridge School Register 1847-1926; 
Epsom Girls Grammar School, Auckland 1928; 
New Zealand, School List Christ's College Grammar School 1850-1921; 
The Edinburgh Academy Register 1824 - 1914; 
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Charterhouse Register, 1872-1900 
Summer Fields Register 1864-1929; 
Lancaster Royal Grammar School; 
Schola Novocastrensis Newcastle Royal Free School 1545-1699; 
Cambridge, Leys School, Handbook and Directory 1920; 
Bromsgrove School Register 1553-1905; 
Cambridge, The Leys School Directory 1912; 
Register of Oakham School 1875-1929; 
Merchiston Castle School Register 1833-1903; 
The Whitworth Book; Scholars And Teachers Of AckworthSchool 1879-1900; 
A Biographical Register of Peterhouse Men Part I 1284-1574; 
Album Aberhonddu 1755-1880, 
Brecon Memorial Book (In Welsh); Bootham School Register, 1935 
 
 

MEMBERS INTERESTS 

 

Name:  Raymond Bell    Membership No: 1319 

Address:  Flat 2 Rosemount, 11 Hamilton Road, Felixstowe  IP11 7ET 

Email:  raymondbell@btinternet.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Name: Lance Cruse                                         Membership No: 1304 

Address:  8 Graham Road, Felixstowe  IP11 9BL 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Name:  Linda Negus                                     Membership No: 0620 

Address:  62 Falkenham Road, Kirton, Ipswich IP10 0QW 

Email: lindanegus@googleail.com Email: serdiveal@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

COUNTY TOWN/ 

PARISH 

SURNAME FIRST 
NAME 

DATES 

Lincoln Sturton By Stowe Bell Alfred 1895/1981 

Lincoln Lincoln Hammond Elsie 
Lilian 

1892/1975 

          

COUNTY TOWN/ 

PARISH 

SURNAME FIRST 
NAME 

DATES 

London Wapping Gardner   Pre-1930 

Mayo   Surdival   Any 

          

COUNTY TOWN/ 

PARISH 

SURNAME FIRST 
NAME 

DATES 

Beds Southill Collip Any Any 

  Clophill Collip Any Any 

  Ampthill Collip Any Any 

mailto:raymondbell@btinternet.com
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FELIXSTOWE FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY 

 
Website: www.felixstowefhs.onesuffolk.net 

Email: - fxfhs@hotmail.com  
Registered Charity No: 296115 

 
 

PRESIDENT:  The Rt Hon. the Lord Deben  
 
 

Meetings are held at Broadway House, Orwell Road, Felixstowe IP11 7DD  on the second 
Wednesday of the month.  (7.30 pm start) 

 
 

COMMITTEE  
 
 
CHAIRMAN:    Gillian Smith 
    16 Estuary Drive 
    Felixstowe, IP11 9TL 
    Tel: 01394 270688 
 
VICE-CHAIRMAN:   Vacancy 
 
SECRETARY:    Linda Negus 
    62 Falkenham Road  
    Kirton 
    Ipswich,  IP10 0QW 
    Email: fxfhs@hotmail.com    
 
TREASURER:  Nicholas Smith 
    37 Hazel Drive  
    IPSWICH  IP3 8RF 
    sutton.coldfield@mail.ru 
 
MEMBERSHIP  Ann Sanderson 
SECRETARY:  8 Estuary Drive 
    Felixstowe, IP11 9TL 
    Email: sandersonmjf@aol.com 
 
COMMITTEE   Rosemary Gitsham 
MEMBER:  17 Grimston Lane 
    Trimley St Martin 
    Felixstowe,  IP11 0RU 
    Tel:  01394 275261 
 
EDITOR &   Linda Negus 
MEMBERS  62 Falkenham Road, Kirton 
INTERESTS:  IPSWICH  IP10 0QW 
    Email: fxfhs@hotmail.com 
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NON–COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

  
 
 
 
MAGAZINE EDITOR & Linda Negus 
MEMBERS INTEREST 62 Falkenham Road, Kirton, IPSWICH IP10 0QW 
     Email: fxfhs@hotmail.com 
 
MAGAZINE     Gillian Smith 
DISTRIBUTION:  16 Estuary Drive, Felixstowe IP11 9TL 
     Tel: 01394 277617 
 
PROJECTS   Alan Smith 
CO-ORDINATOR:  6 Estuary Drive, Felixstowe, IP11 9TL   
     Tel: 01394 270688 
 
LIBRARIAN:   Stuart Humphrey 
     68 Orwell Road, Felixstowe, IP11 7PY 
     Email: hunterancestry@yahoo.co.uk 
 
BOOKSTALL &  John Woollan 
MAIL ORDER    ‘The Pines’, Manor Road, Trimley St Mary, Felixstowe, IP11 0TU 
SERVICE:   Tel: 01394 210271 
 
PROGRAMME   Valerie Humphrey 
SECRETARY:              68 Orwell Road, Felixstowe IP11 7PY 
     Email: hunterancestry@yahoo.co.uk 
  
 

PLEASE NOTE:  All enquiries to be accompanied by a stamped addressed envelope  
 

All Officers of this Society are unpaid volunteers who give up their spare time to 
answer queries and run the Society and, out of respect for this, it would be appreciated 

if telephone enquiries were not made after 9.30 pm. 
 
 
 

CURRENT SUBSCRIPTION RATES: 
 

£10.00 Single Membership 
£14.00 Joint Membership  

 
 The subscription year begins on 1st September  

 
Membership enquiries to be sent to the Membership Secretary 

 
Please send contributions for the magazine and any comments regarding the magazine to Gillian Smith 
or Linda Negus who reserve the right to edit any item. 
 
Websites that are mentioned or featured in this magazine are not formally endorsed by Felixstowe 
Family History Society and as such the Society cannot be held responsible for the content (or lack of) 
therein. Members view these sites strictly at their own discretion. 


