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         Editor’s Message by Jane Griffin  

Welcome to our December, 2020 edition of the Cedar Log. In this edition, we celebrate the stories of our first 

Christmas memories. The editorial team hope that you enjoy the stories contributed by Judy Cosgrove, Janet O’Connor 

and Jackie Chalmers. 

Our November Society meeting was held in the comfort of our homes in the form of a Zoom meeting. A first for the 

society. While the attendance numbers were low it was certainly a credit to our member Richard Goss, our host and 

the committee members for being so innovative. A zoom meeting certainly allows members to connect in a safe way 

during these COVID times. Congratulations to all that attended. 

During our first year as the editorial team we have been following themed topics in compiling the journal, The Cedar 

Log editorial team would encourage all members to put pen to paper and submit a story for your journal. You can 

promote your research interests by writing a story about your ancestor to be included in the journal. The journal is 

shared with other family history societies within Australia and abroad and you may be lucky enough to spark a 

connection with another member. 

The easiest article or beginner’s submission would be on Ancestral Roll Call, an idea that we revisited. Two examples 

have appeared in recent issues this year that may give some guidance. A quick snapshot of your ancestral line. A great 

way to focus your research, especially for the novice  researcher. We look forward to being inundated with your emails 

and publishing your stories. 

On behalf of the editorial team, I would like to wish you all a happy and safe festive season. I am sure some of us will 

be fortunate enough to celebrate with our families 

Happy researching in 2021 

Jane 

 
 

––––––––∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞–––––––– 

 

 

 

EDITORIAL 
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                              By    Don Howell        

I would like to present my report to the AGM.  

I would like to start my report with a special acknowledgement of Lawrence Mathers.  Laurie was a member of our 

Society from 1985 until 2018, before he passed away in February 2019.  In his will he left a bequest to our Society of 

$20,000 and this bequest has guaranteed the financial viability of our society for many years to come.  For this I am 

sure that all members are truly grateful.  

Well it has been a very different year for all members.  You might say it has been a year of two halves. The first half of 

the year, August to December was business as usual and we were fortunate to have good speakers and good member 

involvement.  We had a successful presentation by Helen Smith and a very informative presentation by Greg McNamara 

on the history of NORCO.  We also had very good involvement by members in the September 2019 meeting where 

members presented information on "My First Family Member in Australia". 

 As usual we had our Christmas get together at Summerland House Farm, Alstonville.  This has now become a regular 

event and is always well supported by members. 

However the second half of the year, February to July, was an entirely different matter.  This started off with the major 

renovations of the Players Theatre. We held the February meeting at the Players under very trying conditions. Because 

of previous strong member participation this meeting again featured members speaking on "My First Family Member 

in Australia". With the difficulties that we faced in running the February meeting at the Players Theatre it became a top 

priority for us to find an alternate venue for future meetings. We were fortunate in being able to secure the Guide Hall 

for our meetings. This venue had the advantage that it was next to the Players Theatre and we could still store all our 

meeting equipment at the Players.   

The March meeting was held in the Guide Hall and it featured a podcast by Myko Clelland (of Find My Past).  Also in 

mid-March we had a very successful presentation by Jason Reeve from Ancestry. It was with a bit of trepidation that 

the committee decided to run a special presentation on a Sunday morning.  However with excellent advertising and 

promotion it was a resounding success with almost 90 attendees with people coming from Casino, the Tweed and other 

organizations. 

It was in late March that the corona virus led to the nationwide shutdown and resulted in the Society having to suspend 

all activities.  This meant the cancellation of all meetings and the closure of the Marie Hart Library.  All this was 

undertaken in order to safeguard the welfare of our members.  Unfortunately in the initial outbreak of the virus the 

group deemed to be most at risk was the plus 60s.  As the great majority of our members are in this high risk group, the 

committee had no other option but to suspend all activities until such time as the outbreak was under control. One of 

the activities that we had to cancel was the Christmas in July luncheon that we have been holding at Summerland House 

Farm. This was regrettable but could not be avoided. The closure of the Marie Hart Library continued until the 15th of 

June.   

In late May the committee met to start planning for the resumption of the Society activities.  At this meeting it was 

decided that general meetings would not be held until at least August because of the restrictions still in place for 

gatherings of groups inside buildings.  However the respective rules were put in place to meet these requirements to 

enable the Marie Hart Library to open in June.   

Members were notified of the library reopening under the strict Covid-19 distancing and health regulations.  All duty 

officers were contacted and all agreed to resume their respective duty days.   I would like to thank all the duty officers 

for resuming their commitment to the library. 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

http://www.rtfhs.com.au/
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Other points that I would like to mention are as follows: 

During the year we managed to reach the milestone of our 1000th member. This is quite a pleasing achievement for the 

Society.On a less pleasing note we are seeing a slow decline in our membership. In August 2017 membership was 140, 

in August 2018 membership was 132 and in August 2019 membership was 119. Now however, in August this year, 

membership has fallen to 111. We still have a healthy membership but the decline, if it accelerates, could be worrying. 

Attendances at our regular meetings, that is, for those that we have managed to hold, have been good averaging about 

40 each month.  What will happen post the corona virus, only time will tell but hopefully we will get similar numbers 

in the months ahead. 

As members are aware The Cedar Log has been produced for the last 5 years by the very able and capable team of 

Jackie Chalmers, Carol Donaghey and Dawn Lotty.  This production team signed off with the December 2019 issue of 

The Cedar Log.  In 2020, a new team comprising of Jane Griffin, Christine Reeves and Judith Cosgrove took over the 

responsibility for the production of The Cedar Log.  They have a big task ahead of them but I am sure that all members 

will give them every support.   

During the latter part of 2019 and early 2020 we had a major clean up of the Marie Hart Library.  Obsolete books were 

removed, paper journals older than ten years were removed and a general clean up of unwanted material was undertaken.  

The library is now looking neat and tidy and for this I would like to thank all personnel who were involved. 

We are now looking forward to what will happen in the next twelve months.  Hopefully the coronavirus will be under 

some sort of control and will not impact severely on our future meetings.  It was regrettable that the committee had to 

cancel the planned meetings for August, September and October and the seminar that was scheduled for November.  

These decisions were influenced by the surge of infections in Victoria and also the closure of the Queensland border.   

However we will be having our Christmas luncheon this December at Summerland House Farm but with restricted 

numbers.  Planning for the 2021 meetings is underway but what eventuates, especially in the first six months, will be 

very dependent upon what is happening with the control of the coronavirus.   

We have two projects just starting for the Marie Hart Library.  One is looking at the IT set up for the library including 

the internet.  The other project is looking into ways of improving the cataloguing of the books in the library.    

In conclusion I would like to thank my committee members for the help and assistance that they given me during the 

recent trying times. 

                                                        ––––––∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞––––––––      

 

     

 

Long term member of the Society, Jean Cummins, passed away on 22July 2020 in the RSL Life care facility at Ballina. 

She had just had her 90th birthday on 12 July. 

Jean, was Member no 249 and had been involved in running the Society’s trading table for a number of years, loading 

her car with boxes of books, plants and various articles for sale each month. Over the years she raised quite a sum for 

the Society’s use.Jean and her husband John resided in Ballina for many years before moving into the Aspen LV Plus 

Retirement Village (now Palm Lake Resort) in 2010 where they made new friends and took part in the various activities. 

A friendly and lovely lady, Jean  was popular with everyone she met. She moved into the care facility a few years ago 

and was missed by her friends at the Society’s monthly meetings.Members have warm memories of this gentle and 

unassuming lady who quietly went about her duties with a lovely smile for all. 

We also remember Betty Diggins, Member No. 594, who died on the 10 July 2020. She was a Society member until 

2013. 

          VALE 

http://www.rtfhs.com.au/
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        By Christine Reeves 

The reason poppies are used to remember those who have given their lives in battle is because they are the 

flowers which grew on the battlefields after World War One ended.  

This is described in the famous World War One poem In Flanders Fields.  

 

They have come to be a symbol of remembering not just those who gave their lives in World War One, but 

all those who have died on behalf of their country. They say that the red poppy represents remembrance and 

hope. 

The purple poppy is often worn to remember animals that have been victims of war. 

Animals like horses, dogs and pigeons were often drafted into the war effort, and those that wear the purple 

poppy feel their service should be seen as equal to that of human service. 

The white poppy is handed out by a charity called Peace Pledge Union, which promotes peace. 

They say that the white poppy commemorates people who died in conflict, but focuses on achieving peace 

and challenging the way we look at war. Copyright © 2020 BBC.                          

POPPIES ON REMEMBERANCE DAY 

 

http://www.rtfhs.com.au/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/28585905
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/28604878
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We wear poppies on ANZAC Day and Remembrance Day as they were among the first to flower in the 

battlefields of northern France and Belgium after World War I. The soldiers believed the blood of their 

comrades soaking the ground created the vivid red of the flower. 

The red of the poppy represents the blood of  all those who gave their lives, the black represents the mourning 

of those whose loved ones didn't return home, and the green leaf represents regrowth and future prosperity 

after the war destroyed so much. 

Traditionally the leaf would be positioned at 11 o'clock to represent the eleventh hour of the eleventh day of 

the eleventh month - which was the time that World War I formally ended. 

If you have never fought for the country, the poppy should be worn on your right side, while servicemen and 

women wear their medals on their left side, just above their heart. If you’re wearing someone else’s medals 

they should also be worn on your right side. https://www.mamamia.com.au/anzac-day-poppy. 

Lest we forget. 

                                                –––––––∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞–––––––– 

        

          

                                    By Janet Connor 

Christina Jones, was born on Christmas Day in Tasmania, in about 1913. At the age of 17, she was brought 

to Melbourne with the help of the Baptist Church and my Grandfather was asked to help her. Her reason for 

leaving Tasmania was never spoken about 

She lived in the large family home of my Grandparents as housekeeper, assisting my grandmother. When she 

arrived my Aunt was about 7. Chrissie stayed with the family until the year my Aunt married and my 

Grandparents downsized. 

During WW11, both of my uncles enlisted. They were married with children. The wives lived with Nana 

while their men were away. Chrissie was vital to the running of the family home. 

The Australian Census shows, Chrissie living in Glenferrie as a sales assistant in 1949 and 1954. I asked my 

cousin about this and she confirmed, that Chrissie worked for Coles Variety Store. The store where she bought 

the summer pyjamas she gave us all for Christmas each year. 

The next census shows Chrissie living in Hawthorn in her own flat, just round the corner from my paternal 

Grandmother. She was a receptionist for Dr. Burke, in Glenferrie Road. The Bourke family adopted her as 

their own just as we had done.  

Chrissie, loved AFL football, especially Hawthorn. My Uncle always collected her so she could watch the Grand Final 

with him. 

Each Christmas, someone was nominated to go and pickup Auntie Chrissie. She would sit up in her stately way, wearing 

her Sunday best and her glass beads. Chrissie was front and centre at most family events.  

Chrissie, died on Christmas Day, on her 90th birthday. I believe she made Christmas Day her day. 

                       –––––∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞––––––––   

  Christmas with Auntie Chrissie 

http://www.rtfhs.com.au/
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                                By Judy Cosgrove 

Christmas was a very exciting and spiritual time when I was 

young.  Mum cooked cakes, puddings and closer to the time 

Christmas sweets. We cut a she-oak tree down that grew on the 

riverbank for our tree and spent many hours decorating it. I can 

still remember the smell but mum was not too pleased when it 

started dropping needles! The Christmas crib took pride of place 

in front of the tree. Santa arrived at our home on Christmas Eve. 

Since we had a fireplace in our lounge room Santa entered that 

way, a piece of Christmas cake and a drink was always left for 

him.Our Dad took the younger ones for a walk after dinner and on 

our return home the lounge door was opened and our gifts were in 

front of the tree. When I was three and a half I remember walking 

in and seeing a small doll sitting in a wooden dolls cot. My 

brother-in-law had made the cot, my sister the bedding and my 

Nan and Pop had bought the doll. She was a full porcelain doll 

that said Mumma. My Nan had made the clothes, it had bloomers, 

two petticoats and a dress, very modestly dressed! 

I still have both items and they have travelled many kilometres 

and made lots of children happy.  

We always attended Midnight Mass and afterwards walked to my 

Aunt Flora’s house. After having tea and ham sandwiches we sang 

carols and opened more gifts. We usually arrived home about 3am 

on Christmas Day. 

We had Christmas lunch with Nan and Pop Bayley and Mum’s 

brothers’ family, followed by a cricket game and we had dinner at Aunt Flora’s place with dad’s family (25 

or more people). 

On Boxing Day we went to Lennox Head for 3 weeks holiday every year until I was 15. I continued some of 

these traditions with my children. We went to my mother in Casino for Christmas and New Year. 

 

      

                                               ––––––––∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞–––––––– 

 

 

 

Christmas Time In My Childhood 

http://www.rtfhs.com.au/
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By Jackie Chalmers 

My Christmas Memories are those of an 8 year-old child growing up with my older siblings in the small country town 

of Goondiwindi, Queensland, in the early Fifties. Christmas Eve was a time of great anticipation, novelty and 

excitement. Although Christmas Day had its special moments, Christmas Eve was my favourite time and held the most 

vivid memories.  It prepared us for the magic of Christmas Day! 

Our home was situated near the Intersection of the main street, Marshall Street, and Moffatt Street. The next intersection 

to the south, a ‘T’ intersection, was between Moffatt and Bowen Streets. The Goondiwindi Base Hospital was situated 

here in Bowen Street across this ‘T’ intersection. So from the front veranda of our home we could see both the beginning 

of the main street Marshall Street and the Hospital in Bowen Street. To the north, next to our home and on the corner 

was Dad’s garage and old blacksmith site, ‘Raymonds’ Garage’. The Town Park was on the other side of Marshall 

Street facing the Garage. 

The festivities of Christmas Eve took place in these three locations – the Hospital, the main street Marshall Street and 

the Town Park. Our home was right in the middle! As young children we were free to walk between the three locations. 

Our parents knew we were not too far away. 

Still at home and around 5 pm I would listen for the sounds of the Christmas Choir who would be entertaining the 

patients at the hospital with Christmas Carols. The sound of the choir signalled that Santa’s arrival at the hospital was 

imminent. So I joined the other children at the front of the hospital, hoping for a glimpse of Santa. Once it was quiet we 

knew Santa was doing his rounds with the patients. We were told that when Santa finished, he would go out the back 

of the hospital to his waiting reindeers in the bush along the MacIntyre River. From there he would be flying to the 

upper levels of the Victoria Hotel in Marshall Street. So it was time to line up on the median strip below the ‘Vic’! 

The Victoria Hotel or ‘The Vic’ originated as a modest low-slung pub.1 It served as a Cobb & Co staging post in the 

1880s. In 1925, the owners, William and Margaret Pendock spent £9000 engaging Master Builder Bill Bell to convert 

the pub into an impressive two-storey brick and timber edifice complete with a slightly off-kilter decorative tower on 

top. It was the social centre of town and remains that way to the present day.  

 

      The Victoria Hotel 

                                                           
1 ‘Landmark and legend’ by Kirsty McKenzie, R&M Williams Outback Magazine, Feb-Mar 2013, viewed 13 Nov 2020, 

https://www.outbackmag.com.au/landmark-and-legend/ 

 

Main Street Memories 
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As I walked past the ‘Vic’ every school day, it didn’t take long for our group of children to make our way from 

the hospital to the median strip below the ‘Vic’. I will never forget our excitement and eagerness to line up 

on the far side of the median strip. The main street had been blocked off for the occasion. On the median 

strip, a raised bed of lawn about one-and-a-half metres wide, were the volunteer officials. They were 

stationed in pairs right along the centre median strip the full length of the ‘Vic’ building.  Each pair guarded 

a metre-high green canvas container 

 

Pictures: ‘Median Strip as it was in the Fifties and Today’s View’ 

http://www.rtfhs.com.au/
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The excitement built up so much it was hard to stay still and remain in line. Once Santa completed his mission of 

distributing his merriment with the lollies, he left to continue his giving elsewhere. Our attention concentrated 

completely on the containers. A line of agitated children attached itself to a pair of Volunteers with each canvas 

container! 

The moment had arrived. The lid of each container was fastened to the bottom with a rope. This was loosened and 

the lid folded back. Immediately white smoke started to rise from the top like a thick fog of mystery! Can’t wait! 

Volunteer hands reached down into the fog of the dry ice, to pull out a cardboard carton. This was quickly ripped open 

and each child on receiving one of the contents left the line to consume the treat, and perhaps get on the end of 

another line. 

My turn arrived. This was the best part of the evening so far! I put my hands up eagerly amidst the fog of the dry ice 

to take my bucket of Pauls ice cream, complete with wooden spoon!.( Picture of Pauls Ice Cream  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

              

Pictures from Pin Interest. 

 Tummies full of ice cream our group proceeded to the Town Park. Here the choir performed again and we joined in 

singing Christmas Carols. More surprises followed when, at 9pm, the fireworks began with a huge Banger! Roman 

candles followed with different coloured stars – we cheered when each coloured star went higher than the previous! 

Another loud Banger concluded the fireworks twenty minutes later. 

After a wonderful Christmas Eve, home was not far away. I remember eagerly getting to bed, wondering if Santa had 

read my letter and would give me the requested gift. It didn’t matter really because he’d already gifted me such a 

wonderful Christmas Eve. 

 

––––––––∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞–––––––– 
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I would like to present my ancestral roll call for the Farrell Family who arrived in 

Australia in 1837.Jane Griffin, member of RTFHS number 968, born in Lismore, NSW, 

in 1964. I commenced school at St Brigid’s, Kyogle and completed my education at Holy 

Spirit College, Grafton NSW in 1982. I completed my General Nursing Registration in 

1986, at Concord Repatriation Hospital, Sydney. I returned to the north coast to reside in 

Maclean, in 1989. I moved to Lismore in 2001 where I currently reside. 

 

 

Who was the daughter of Mary Farrell 1944 to present 

Mary was born in Kyogle, NSW in 1944. The youngest of four children to Cormack 

(Barney) Farrell and Evelyn Johanna nee Rottenberry. Mary married Thomas Steenson 

in St Carthage’s Cathedral, Lismore in1964. Mary and Tom raised 6 children. Mary 

resides in Ballina and is the proud grandmother of 23 grandchildren and 5 great 

grandchildren.   

 

 

 Who was the daughter of Cormack Alister (Barney) Farrell 1906- 1987 

Cormack known as Barney was born in Sydney in 1906. He was the only son of William 

Henry Farrell and Lottie Jane nee Maclean. He was raised in Burringbar NSW, on a 

dairy farm attending Nudgee College, Brisbane. Barney was very community minded 

raising funds for the local catholic community by organising balls and dances. Barney, 

enjoyed tennis and his family often hosted weekend tennis matches on their court at 

“Greenvale” farm, Burringbar. Barney and his wife moved to Lismore in 1960. Barney 

worked for Glynn’s as their credit officer, until retirement. Barney was a keen gardener 

and died in Lismore in 1987 after a short illness. 

 

Who was the son of William (Bill) Henry Farrell 1885- 1979 

William, was born in Bega, NSW in 1885 to Christopher Farrell and Emily nee Plumb. 

Christopher was raised on a farm at Nimmitabel, NSW. As a teenager he moved with his 

family to Bangalow, NSW. William was employed by the Reading family who owned 

Reading’s General Store in Bangalow. He married Lottie Jane nee McLean in 

Murwillumbah, in 1907. William, was aged 21 years and his listed occupation was farmer. 

William and Lottie resided on a small holding in Burringbar. They had dairy cattle (cream 

only), grew small crops and bananas. William was involved in the local branch of the 

Pasture Protection Union and also enjoyed playing tennis.  William and his grandson 

continued to farm until his retirement in the 1970’s when the property was sold and later 

subdivided for a housing estate. Both the original farm houses remain within the housing estate. William, 

known as Da to his grandchildren and 17 great grandchildren died on the 9th September, 1979 at St Joseph’s 

Hospice, Lismore aged 94 years. 

Ancestral Roll Call - Revisited       

http://www.rtfhs.com.au/
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Who was the son of Christopher Roderick Farrell 1860-? 

Christopher, the son of Christopher Farrell Snr, and Harriet nee Alcock, was born in Nimmitabel in 1860. 

He married Emily Plumb in Bega, NSW in 1881. His occupation was listed as farmer. Christopher moved, 

with their 11 children to the Tweed Valley in 1905 as part of the southern migration.  Christopher continued 

farming in the Tweed district owning land at Cudgera and Condong before purchasing 30 acres of the Loder 

Estate. Christopher does not appear in any trove articles or Census after 1918. It appears he may have left 

his family and the district. Emily went on to live on the family farm until her death in 1929. 

 

Who was the son of Christopher (Christy) Farrell 1832-1920                                                      

Christy, was born in November 1831 in Mullingar, Westmeath, Ireland. He arrived in 

Australia with his mother and siblings in 1850 as an assisted passenger on board the ship, 

Anglia. He was 18 years old and his occupation was listed as shoemaker. He married his 

wife Harriet Alcock in 1854. Christy resided in the Nimmitabel, Bemboka area, farming 

until his wife died in 1895. Christy moved to northern NSW town of Murwillumbah, to 

his daughter’s home where he died in 1920, aged 88. 

 

Who was the son of John Farrell born 1800- 1886 

John was born in 1800, in Mullingar, County Westmeath, Ireland. He married Elizabeth nee Kean and they 

had four children. All born in Mullingar Ireland. John arrived in Australia, as a convict. He  was sentenced 

on the 13, April 1837, County Westmeath, Ireland, for seven years for stealing potatoes. He was transported 

on the 4th August 1837 to Sydney NSW, on the ship Calcutta. John received his ticket of freedom on the 10th 

March 1845, at Bungonia. John and his family settled in the Monaro district of NSW. He remained in the 

district until his death in 1886.    

      ––––––––∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞–––––––– 

 

 

 

 

In our March 2021 Cedar Log, we would like members to write a short story or article relating to family 

Veterans as we approach Anzac Day or Easter memories.. It could be family traditions, foods, a special gift 

or trips taken during this season. You can send your short stories to the Editor Jane Griffin by 14 January 

2021. 

Gleanings and e-Journal to Jane Griffin by 28 January 2021. 

Committee meeting updates to Editor by 8 February 2021. 

Cedar Log completed and printed by 12 February 2021. 

––––––––∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞–––––––– 

 

 

March 2021 Cedar Log Plan 
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The Richmond Tweed Family History Society needs your help to fill the following positions 

 

IT Manager: The society would like to extend the invitation for a volunteer with Computer software experience to 

offer your expertise in the management of the society’s computers. Experience in software programmes such as 

Word and Excel would be required. Please contact the Society’s Secretary in writing with a brief description of your 

experience to secretaryrtfhs1@yahoo.com 

Facebook page: the society is looking for an assistant Co-administrator to assist the current administrator Liz 

Marshall. For further information please make contact with our President Don Howell: 

emailHowell.donald@ozemail.com.au or Secretary Kerry Alexander at secretaryrtfhs1@yahoo.com. 

Marie Hart Library: there are currently vacancies for the duty roster on the following days:  

The 3rd Wednesday of the month from 1pm -4 pm   

 The 4th Monday of the month from 10am -1 pm 

Remember by volunteering you not only assist the society to maintain its genealogical service to the community, it 

also provides the following benefits to the participant. 

 Connects you to others with common a interest 

 Is good for your mind and body 

 Brings fun and fulfilment to your life  

 Provides a sense of purpose 

We look forward to hearing from you, many hands make a great community.    

   

 

––––––––∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞–––––––– 

 

http://www.rtfhs.com.au/
file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/John%20Reeves/Application%20Data/Microsoft/Word/secretaryrtfhs1@yahoo.com
mailto:emailHowell.donald@ozemail.com.au
file:///F:/Users/Paul/Documents/Jane%20Documents/New%20Ed%20Team/December%202020/secretaryrtfhs1@yahoo.com
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Christmas cards have changed over the years from religious cards depicting the Nativity to Santa Claus themed to 

Australian scenery and Lifestyle. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas card Judy Cosgrove gave to her parents in 1960’s. 

Christmas Cards From The Past 

 

http://www.rtfhs.com.au/
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These are the memories of Sheila Pratt who was born into a middle class English family in the 1930’s. 

We always had a fir tree to decorate for Christmas and there were candles on the branches that were lit at 

night. Mummy decorated the dining and sitting room with lots of holly covered in red berries and there was 

always the bunch of mistletoe of course! The dining table was covered with a linen cloth, our best china and 

cutlery and of course there were the Christmas Crackers. 

On Christmas Eve my brother and I hung our Christmas stockings in the sitting room and these were opened 

on Christmas morning before breakfast They only contained small gifts and to our delight a piece of fruit. Our 

breakfast was porridge, bacon and eggs, sausages, fried bread and toast with marmalade jam or Marmite. At 

11am we attended the church service in our local church the traditional hymns and carols were sung. 

When we returned home lunch that had been prepared by the cook was served in the dining room a roaring 

fire heated the room. Roast turkey with all the trimmings, roasted vegetables and other vegetables that were 

grown in our large garden was the main course. Plum pudding was brought in by the housemaid. Brandy was 

poured over it and then it was set alight. Inside there were threepenny coins and silver trinkets such as lucky 

horseshoes. The money was exchanged for sixpence or a shilling. My parents had drinks Daddy enjoyed a 

good port, we of course had soft drink. We appreciated our hot Christmas dinner as it was cold outside and 

often it snowed which made it even more exciting. 

We opened our big presents after lunch, cook and the housemaid cleared away the dishes! I particularly loved 

it when I received new books and can remember receiving a baby doll with blonde hair, blue eyes an exquisite 

dress one year. My brother Roger enjoyed sport and was delighted with a cricket set. Play ceased at 3pm as 

the radio was turned on in the sitting room. 

The King’s Christmas message to the nation was played on the radio and we all stood while the Anthem was 

played. Afternoon tea was served fruit cake with marzipan or royal icing. Often at this time, children would 

come around and sing Carols for pennies and sweets. Supper was leftovers with mince pies and Brandy Butter 

as dessert.  

Things changed during the war years, Daddy joined the Army and our household staff was let go. Mummy 

ran a dairy farm so we had milk, cream and butter. We had our garden and fruit trees so we were fortunate. I 

really missed chocolate and we often were given a couple of squares as a treat. 

Mummy took us to collect the holly for Christmas which I really enjoyed and she cooked the lunch, as I got 

older I helped with the preparation. The King’s Message was still a focal point as he rallied the nation in these 

austere times. 

 

 

––––––∞∞∞∞∞∞∞––––– 

 

 

 

 

My Childhood Memories of Christmas In England. 

The Memories of Sheila Pratt. By Judy Cosgrove         

http://www.rtfhs.com.au/
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Member Keri Barnber Jones at Zoesmum013@gmail.com  has sent the following post to our Facebook page.  

I’m finishing off my research project that i started over 20 years ago, (due to family/work commitments).What I am 

doing is writing down every word, on every headstone at Clunes cemetery. My deadline will be the 31st December 

2020 for any new residents coming to stay, I have more than 30 people who have no headstone and/or are not listed 

in council records, so there whereabouts may never be known, but i want to acknowledge that they are there. 

Do you have a relative that you know of that are buried there? 

If you can help Keri – please reply to her directly. 

Picture: Clunes Cemetery

 

 

RTFHS Facebook Page 

http://www.rtfhs.com.au/
mailto:Zoesmum013@gmail.com
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 Saturday 5 December will be our Christmas Party- Luncheon at Summerland House Alstonville.  

 Our first meeting will be held on the 6 February 2021 at the Players Theatre at 2pm. 

                                                          ––––––––∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞–––––––– 

 

 

 

 

The State Library of New South Wales is requesting that you don’t throw out any brochures, posters, signs 

etc. that relate to COVID-19, as they would like them for their collection. Their announcement is as follows:  

We are collecting posters, flyers and mail-outs appearing in our local neighbourhoods in response to the 

COVID-19 pandemic. While many people will eventually discard this material, it provides invaluable 

information about this significant event impacting our community and nation.  

The State Library collects this ephemeral material, as well as online content including websites, digital 

ephemera and social media posts, to help tell our stories to future generations.  

We appreciate your help in preserving this material. Please put this material aside for the Library and we will 

send a ‘call out’ for you to mail or drop the material into the Library when we reopen.  

As mentioned above they are currently closed, but will advise everyone when they reopen, so you can then 

post or deliver your ephemera to them then.  

 

    ––––––∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞––––––  
 

 

 
 

          Membership Secretary Jan Ousby  
 

We would like to extend a warm welcome to our new member No. 1002, Lindy DODD of East Lismore. 

Membership fees are due January 2021, please complete both sides of form included in Journal. 

 

       ––––––∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞––––––        
 

Thanks to Ballina RSL Club 

 
With many thanks the Society acknowledges a grant of $1,000 from the Ballina RSL Club to assist with the 

publication costs for the 2021 journals. 

      

                                         ––––––∞∞∞∞∞∞∞–––––– 
 

 

 

  Monthly Meetings 

State Library Message 

 Membership for 2021 

http://www.rtfhs.com.au/
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RTFHS Duty Officers 

The cemetery books in the Marie Hart Library have been catalogued and are now filed under postcode order. For 

example a book on a cemetery in Glen Innes is catalogued as C2.370- the C is for cemeteries. A numeral which 

represents the state is next (ACT is 1, NSW is 2, VIC is 3, QLD is 4 etc). A full stop is next for ease of reading. The next 

3 numerals are the last three numerals of the post code (Glen Innes is 2370). In the case of more than one book on a 

cemetery in a postcode area a number is used in sequence eg C2.370/1. Now all the books on cemeteries located in a 

particular area are filed together. 

Post code books are at the Duty Officers desk and also at the end of the cemetery books for ease of locating the 

correct catalogue number. If you have any queries please email Kerrie at secretaryrtfhs1@yahoo.com 

We now have a Facebook page created by Finn Ball and administered Liz Marshall. Please have a look at it and “like 

us”.  The address is http:www.facebook. com/RTFHS/ 

Liz Marshall is going to come along to the next committee meeting and talk to us about how it is administered and 

how we can use it. 

The huge Roots Tech conference held each year by the LDS will be a free online one in 2021. You can register now to 

be kept updated. See below for details. 

REQUEST: We have some vacancies for Duty Officers if anyone is willing to assist, 3rd Wednesday 1- 4pm and the 4th 

Monday 10 – 1pm. 

                                             ––––––––∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞–––––––– 

            

 

                                                        By Jackie Chalmers 

Australian e - Journals Review DECEMBER 2020 

The following journals are now received as eJournals and may be read in the Marie Hart 

Library on the alpha computer. If they are from the area you are researching you may well 

find information that will not appear elsewhere, so do check them out. 

 

Australian G-Y 

Charles Sydney D’Ouseley (1857-1913) from Boyne Valley District News, 2018 

Genealogical Society Gladstone District Inc., Timeline, Jul 20 

The Journey to 1820 by Jennifer Lamb 

Goulburn Historical & Genealogical Society Inc., The Argyle Bulletin, Oct 20 

My-Two Life Stories by Michael John Carter 

Gympie FHS Inc., The Gympie Gazette, Apr 20 

Marriage in NSW by Michelle Nichols 

Hawkesbury FHS, The Hawkesbury Crier, Sep 20 

           Australian e-Journals 

Marie Hart Library News 

http://www.rtfhs.com.au/
mailto:secretaryrtfhs1@yahoo.com
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Ross Female Factory by Heather Threlfall 

Hawkesbury-Nepean Chapter Fellowship of First Fleeters, Hawkesbury-Nepean 

Newsletter, Autumn 20 

Remembering Hill End Woman’s Service on the Other Side of the World by Dr Robin 

McLaclan 

Hill End & Tambaroora Gathering Group, Newsletter, Sep 20 

Hill End Alive Podcasts by Sheena Goodwin 

Hill End Family History, Newsletter, Sep 20 

Dame Melba’s Tasmanian Protegee – Lucy Purchas by Reg A. Watson 

 Hobart Town First Settlers Assoc. Inc., Newsletter, Apr-Jun 20 

A Box of Memories by Elspeth Bradbuty 

Lake Macquarie FHG, The Chronicle, Aug 20 

Barnaby’s War by Jan SaunderlockLithgow FHG, Lithgow Pioneer Press, Oct 20 

My Isolation, Quarantine Diary 

Maitland and Beyond FH Inc., Tracks and Trails, Mar-Apr 20 

Extracts from ‘Mooneys Gap – The Birds of Burrell Creek’ by Joanne (Bird) GortonManning 

Wallamba FHS, The Figtree, May 20 

Sydney 1809 by Graeme RoseManning Wallamba FHS, The Figtree, Aug 20 

Donald (Don) Bowes by Susan BowesMaryborough DFHS Inc., Forebears, May 20 

100 Years Ago Coraki Show Mid-Richmond HS Inc., Newsletter, May 20 

Dairy Farming, Rural Youth, Memories of the McDonald Family 

Mid-Richmond HS Inc., Newsletter, Aug 20 

Shoalhaven’s Summer of Hell by Christine Moss 

Milton-Ulladulla FHS Inc., Pigeon House Tidings, Jun 20 

The Irish in us All by John Ramsland 

Newcastle FHS, Journal, Sep 20 

A Mystery Solved – Don’t Always Believe Your Ancestors by Ruth Sheridan 

GS of Northern Territory, Progenitor, Sep 20 

The Carnamah Historical Society and Museum 

Family History Association of North Queensland Inc., Relatively Speaking, Jul 20 

Fleet and Clandestine Marriages by Wilf Harding 

Family History Association of North Queensland Inc., Relatively Speaking, Nov 20 

Taken by Shark from The Orange Leader, 5 February, 1936 

Orange FHG, Newsletter, Aug 20 

http://www.rtfhs.com.au/
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Van Diemens Land – Loss of ‘The Enchantress’ from The Colonial Times July 21, 1835 

Port Stephens FHS, Lemon Tree, Jul 20 

Wealth for Toil by Alexandra Daw 

Queensland FHS Inc., Queensland Family Historian, Aug 20 

Migration to Australia and New Zealand 

Redcliffe & District FHG Inc., The First Settlement City Gazette, Jul 20 

Sarah’s Wedding by Sue Sacchero 

FHS of Rockingham & District, Between the Lines, Sep 20 

Discovering Joe Timbery  

Shoalhaven FHS, Time Traveller, Aug 20 

Heslop Family of Tarwin Lower by Margaret Pegler 

South Gippsland GS, Newsletter, Sep 20 

Tenterfield – Wilsons Downfall – Paddy’s Flat – Tenterfield by Eve Sainsbury 

Tenterfield FHG, Tenterfield Generations, Jul 20 

A Letter to Great Grandfather Jacob by Clare Sheldon 

Toowoomba & Darling Downs FHS, The Gazette, May 20 

Local History Podcasts by Peter Watts 

Toowoomba & Darling Downs FHS, The Gazette, Jul 20 

South Isis Cemetery by Julie Lee  

Whitsunday FHG, Branching Out, Mar 20 

A Mournful Document by Pat Ward  

Whitsunday FHG, Branching Out, Jul 20 

Canal Boats by Helen Johnston-Lord 

Wyong FHG Inc., Tree of Life, Aug 20 

How Our Language Changes by Lynda Smith 

Wyong FHG Inc., Tree of Life, Aug 20 

––––––––∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞–––––––– 

 

 

 
 

Christmas Eve online event – Track Santa Live! And Bedtime Story at 6.30 pm. Facebook.com. Simon 

Hetherington, click interested. 

 

 

 

Christmas In 2020 

          

http://www.rtfhs.com.au/
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By Janine Thomson 

Some websites you might want to check out: 

 Magazine- Society of Genealogists – UK – June 2020.  

 Page 201. Traces the evacuation of a 12 year old boy from London during World War 11.  

WDYTYA – June 2020  

Page 17. Is an extensive article on finding documentation of the poor in England and Wales. 

Page 63. “Railway Records” are explained to help find ancestors who worked on the 

railways in the 19th century. 

Dust of Ages – Armidale FHG – July 2020 

Page 4. This article provides lots of information to help you date those old family photos. 

Page 1. Compares the current crisis to the Spanish Flu (if you can stand it) 

Links and Chains – Liverpool GS – June 2020.Page 23.  Social media is being used for 

research more and more. Find out how you can use it to expand your family tree. 

WDYTYA – July 2020. 

Page 16. Provides information on where to find the best websites for Birth, Death & 

Marriage records. These are broken down into UK regions. 

Page 26. How to get your photos digitised, backed up online and shared with the family. 

Page 70. From the great fire of London, this article details the struggle to establish the 

National Fire Service in the UK. 

NZ Genealogist – August 2020. 

Page 147. Always know where your information came from with this simple guide to citing 

your sources. 

Journal – Moruya HS - September 2020. 

Page 14. It’s 1939 on the South Coast. Discover Moruya’s involvement in WW11 and about 

the enemy submarines cruising of the coast. 

Bulletin – Richmond River HS – August 2020. 

Page 1. Tells of the beginnings and development of the oyster industry on the Richmond 

 Journal Gleanings 

          

http://www.rtfhs.com.au/
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River. 

Descent – SAG - June 2020. 

Page 34. “The Digger’s Daughter” Being Henry Lawson’s mother was not the only impact 

Louisa Albury had on Australia’s early history. 

 

NZ Genealogist Magazine – April 2020. 

Page 64. “Searching for Nate” Tells the story of Nate Jaffe’s life – from a carefree childhood 

in NZ to a POW in World War 11. 

 

Footsteps – Port Macquarie FHS – August 2020. 

Page 5. Anecdotes about the local aboriginals and the early settlers in Port Macquarie. 

 

                                                                      ––––––––∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞–––––––– 

 

     

 

 

A reminder to members that membership fees are now due – $35 single and $45 

joint. Unfortunately, if you are unfinancial after 31 March 2021 no further journals 

will be sent to you. If you have overlooked your renewal please make prompt 

payment so you can continue to read the news in The Cedar Log. 

 Don’t forget to sign the Privacy Statement on the back of your renewal 

form before handing it in. This is now a requirement. 

 Payment options for renewal are as follows : 

  the next meeting,  

 the Marie Hart Library, 

  Direct Debit (see details on form and please include name)  

 post a cheque to: PO Box 817, Ballina NSW 2478.  
 

   ––––––∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞–––––––– 

 

 

Are you Financial ? 

http://www.rtfhs.com.au/
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          Family History Down Under 2021     

 

 A major world-class conference in Australia www.familyhistorydownunder.com 

                    22-26 March 2021 at the Sunshine Coast Convention Centre 

UPDATE: For all members who have registered interest in FHDU 2021 on our waitlist. 

Maroochy RSL has advised we can accept up to 90 more bookings. We will give those on our waitlist 

an exclusive window to book for the event up to 30 November 2020 - the date the early bird pricing ends. 

You may be able to book after that date, but only if it is not sold out. From 2 December 2020 the price will 

increase $50 to the normal pre-booking rate - $575. 

You need to read the COVID-19 information page before booking. There will be Covid-safe practices, and 

some constraints, in place at FHDU 2021, as is likely at all events from here on.  

The will be a lot of announcements in the coming weeks 
If you have not yet done so, sign up to FHDU newsletter (all major announcements) and join the FHDU 

Facebook group (more frequent announcements and notices). 

Despite the challenges FHDU 2021 is shaping up to be a great event - and a welcome return to major in-

person genealogy events. We look forward to seeing you there. If you can't make it in-person there will also 

be the recordings ... but more on that in early December.. 

                    ––––––∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞–––––––– 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  CONFERENCES 2021 

       Richmond-Tweed Family History Society Inc. 

     

http://www.rtfhs.com.au/
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=1058578675&msgid=32041683&act=0EVA&c=89171&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.familyhistorydownunder.com
http://go.eu.sparkpostmail1.com/f/a/ZH2a-DZKL8uTAko8uJHSag~~/AAArkgA~/RgRhmaeQP0QwaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZmFtaWx5aGlzdG9yeWRvd251bmRlci5jb20vMjAyMS9ob21lVwVzcGNldUIKAEgQdLhf2hbkU1IYY2hyaXMxMTA1NTVAeWFob28uY29tLmF1WAQAAAAE
http://go.eu.sparkpostmail1.com/f/a/BtAkxRUo10paYb1SoAIuvw~~/AAArkgA~/RgRhmaeQP0QwaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZmFtaWx5aGlzdG9yeWRvd251bmRlci5jb20vMjAyMS9mYXFzVwVzcGNldUIKAEgQdLhf2hbkU1IYY2hyaXMxMTA1NTVAeWFob28uY29tLmF1WAQAAAAE
http://go.eu.sparkpostmail1.com/f/a/5pSSyxp4loSU_KRoDERodQ~~/AAArkgA~/RgRhmaeQP0QvaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZmFtaWx5aGlzdG9yeWRvd251bmRlci5jb20vY292aWQtMTlXBXNwY2V1QgoASBB0uF_aFuRTUhhjaHJpczExMDU1NUB5YWhvby5jb20uYXVYBAAAAAQ~
http://go.eu.sparkpostmail1.com/f/a/yy65igw0tpmjozYkr21BZw~~/AAArkgA~/RgRhmaeQP0Q3aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZmFtaWx5aGlzdG9yeWRvd251bmRlci5jb20vMjAyMS9mYXFzI3NpZ251cFcFc3BjZXVCCgBIEHS4X9oW5FNSGGNocmlzMTEwNTU1QHlhaG9vLmNvbS5hdVgEAAAABA~~
http://go.eu.sparkpostmail1.com/f/a/Uqd3P7oeFhQW3SfgkM8KVg~~/AAArkgA~/RgRhmaeQP0Q2aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZmFjZWJvb2suY29tL2dyb3Vwcy9GYW1pbHlIaXN0b3J5RG93blVuZGVyVwVzcGNldUIKAEgQdLhf2hbkU1IYY2hyaXMxMTA1NTVAeWFob28uY29tLmF1WAQAAAAE
http://go.eu.sparkpostmail1.com/f/a/Uqd3P7oeFhQW3SfgkM8KVg~~/AAArkgA~/RgRhmaeQP0Q2aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZmFjZWJvb2suY29tL2dyb3Vwcy9GYW1pbHlIaXN0b3J5RG93blVuZGVyVwVzcGNldUIKAEgQdLhf2hbkU1IYY2hyaXMxMTA1NTVAeWFob28uY29tLmF1WAQAAAAE
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       The Society is able to do small family history searches for a fee of $15 per hour. Please include a 22 x 11mm  

 SAE and research fees where applicable. 

    ––––––––∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞–––––––– 

 

 

 

The library holds numerous local records including; the Local Schools Admission Registers, Cemetery 

Records, Burial Records and Honour and Memorial Rolls from many locations within the Northern Rivers.  

Over the years the library has expanded and now holds a wealth of information from across  Australia including 

historical and pioneer records, war records, shipping lists, probate records, landholder returns, Colonial 

Secretary papers, cemetery books and journals including those from other English speaking countries. 

Access to Microfiche, CDs and a computer connected to the genealogical website Findmypast is also available. 

Contact Carol Brown on 02 6687 8443 if you need assistance. 

                              ––––––––∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞––––––––   

 

 

                                  Monday & Wednesday 10.00am to 4.00pm:  

                                   The first Saturday of the month closed. 

                                   Other Saturdays10.00am to 4.00pm.  

                                   Closed Public Holidays.  

––––––––∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞–––––––– 

 

  

 

The Society meets at the Players Theatre, 24 Swift Street, Ballina – unless otherwise advised. The Society 

meets at 2pm on the first Saturday of each month. Exceptions to this are April and July meetings which 

commence at 1pm. No meeting in January. 

Society Meetings  

   Library Opening Hours 

     The Marie Hart Library 

      Research Requests                                                                                

http://www.rtfhs.com.au/
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The Richmond-Tweed Family History Society Inc. was established in 1983 to 

serve the family history needs of researchers initially with a special interest in 

Northern New South Wales, Australia in the area bounded by the Richmond and 

Tweed Rivers, often referred to as the Northern Rivers 

               

  The 

 

 

 

Journal of the Richmond-Tweed Family History Society Inc. 

Published March, June, September & December 

The Editor, Jane Griffin, would be pleased to accept articles for inclusion in this 

journal. Ideally they should be sent by email to Jane at 

editorcedarlog@gmail.com  but typed hard copy is also welcomed. The format 

preferred is Times New Roman font; 12 point; single spacing. 

Please add your contact details as the Editor may need to discuss with you any 

editing, abridgement or deferral to a future date of any material submitted for 

publication. It is your responsibility to ensure that your article does not infringe 

copyright. Items remain the copyright of the Richmond-Tweed Family History 

Society and the author. 

Your input is important and makes for interesting and diverse reading for our 

members as well as to the other readers of our journal throughout Australia and 

overseas. We would love to hear about how you broke down those brick walls or 

any interesting information you have found out about an ancestor, so get those 

fingers typing. 

The society does not accept responsibility for opinions and statements published by 

individual contributors. Original material in this journal may be reproduced with written 

permission from the society 

 

 

http://www.rtfhs.com.au/
mailto:editorcedarlog@gmail.com
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    SOCIETY EVENTS 

 

 DATES TO REMEMBER 
 
Saturday 5 December: Come and join our Christmas Party, 12 o’clock  

at Summerland House Farm, Wardell Rd, Alstonville.  

                2021 

Saturday 6 February: Meeting: Subject: How to document your family history, Carol Donaghey. 

   

 

Saturday 6 March: Meeting: Subject: A stroll around the block: Lismore CBD’s heritage, 

Robbie Braithwaite. 

 

Saturday 10 April: Meeting: Subject: More Family History Discoveries. Richard 

Goss. 

 

Saturday 1May : Meeting: Subject: History of Pimlico and its Families, Benita Parker. 

 

Saturday 5 June: Meeting: Subject: Members TBA 

 

Saturday 3 July: Come and join us to celebrate Christmas In July, 

at Summerland House Farm, more details in June Cedar Log. 

 

Saturday 7 August: Meeting:  AGM, Subject: TBA 

 

Saturday 4 September: Meeting: Subject: TBA 

 

Saturday 2 October: Meeting: Subject: TBA 
 
  Saturday 6 November: Meeting: Subject: TBA 
 
  Saturday 4 December: Meeting: Subject: Christmas Party 
 
MEMBERSHIP 

Membership fees for the year 1s t  January 2 0 21 to 31st December 2021 are $35 

Individual /$45 Joint Membership. Journals will be sent to financial  members 

only. 

 

 

http://www.rtfhs.com.au/

