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Society Reports, News and Information

Editorial

This is the extremely late Journal No. 161 for November 2021.  The editor apologises

profusely for the long delay, and for this Journal issue being smaller and less illustrated

than usual.  Normal service is expected to resume with Journal 162, which is scheduled to

appear in February 2022.  The copy date for submissions appears on the inside back cover

of each Journal.  For the next edition, this deadline is extended to 31
st
 January.

We welcome all your contributions for consideration.  Queries, articles, reports, letters,

photographs, hints/tips, thanks to volunteers, or anything else relevant – all are greatly

appreciated.  Accepted submissions will appear in the next Journal that has space.  A

backlog of longer articles is gradually being worked through, and I’ll be in touch again

with each submitter as soon as time allows.

The current editor is now grappling with a new computer, on top of a diverse workload.

The next Journal could feature some changes in appearance.  If there are changes you

would like to see – or, better still, that you would like to make as part of a Journal team! –

then I’ll be pleased to discuss them with you and to see what we can achieve.

journal@anesfhs.org.uk Ivor Normand No. 4161

—oOo—

Chairman’s Report

I’ve apologised, above as Editor, for this Journal being so late.  A growing problem is the

conflation of Society roles and tasks in the hands of too few volunteers. ANESFHS has

always been a relatively large Society, with many volunteers covering many tasks – but

we could always benefit from more of our members stepping forward to help.  There is a

great range of interesting and useful jobs that can be done solo, or as part of a team, from

home or at our Centre in King Street, or in combination.  A few more of our members

have recently offered their services, and we are most grateful to accept.  Sometimes we

lack the time even to make best use of offers, especially for future projects!  Please contact

John Urie on enquiries@anesfhs.org.uk with your offer of help, or to ask where you may

become involved.  Also, our AGM will be held online on 19
th

 March 2022.

The Society is still reeling from the double blow of the deaths of two of our long-serving

and most conscientious volunteers, just a few weeks apart in September and October 2021.

Obituaries of Jean Shirer and Gay Murton appear in this Journal.  Gay had retired in 2019

after many years of serving the Society in a great variety of roles.  Jean was a co-founder

and had still been going strong after 43 years as a core volunteer. Her loss in particular

marks a watershed for the Society. See “Key Contacts” on the back page of this Journal

for an idea of the large number of vacancies we now have.

Some of our co-founders are still doing great work in the Society’s 44
th

 year – but they are

now a dwindling band.  Do we still have the spirit and collective energy of our members

from the early years?  Now that our Society has a truly global reach, with members in

many timezones taking part in online meetings, do we still feel Aberdeen at the heart of

things? As Gay might have said – will 2022 be the year you visit King Street?

chairman@anesfhs.org.uk Ivor Normand No. 4161

Society Reports, News and Information
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Meet the Gang: Kit and John Corall

In this Journal, we profile a husband and wife (member no. 1000) who have given many

years’ service to our Society. Kit is on the library team, and John is on the Committee.

Kit has lived many years in Aberdeen but retains her lovely

Orcadian accent. She was brought up near Skara Brae on a

farm which had been in her father’s family since 1796. One

of her earliest recollections is of family get-togethers on

Sunday afternoons where memories of previous generations

were recalled and old stories recounted. All this, plus a

childhood playing in and around the “Picts’ Hooses” in Skara

Brae, sparked a lifelong interest in local and family history.

Kit attended the local two-teacher primary school – “local”

being a relative term, as she had a 2½-mile walk each way in

all weathers. She recalls using a slate and slate pencil, and

being warmed in winter by a small coal stove. She moved on to Stromness Academy and

then to Aberdeen University, where she graduated in French and English.  She worked in

Aberdeen Public Library before completing a postgraduate librarianship course at RGIT

and then working at Aberdeen Library, followed by Northern College Library.

Since retiring, Kit has been active on our library team, working firstly with Edna Cromarty

and Isobel Noble and latterly with Margie Mellis. She is one of those people who work

away quietly and conscientiously. She is always willing to help those of us who still have

problems finding our way around the vast amount of information kept in our library.

Kit and John married in 1969 and have one son. John was born

in Aberdeen but spent his youth in the Black Isle, returning to

Aberdeen to complete his education.  As a technical teacher, he

became heavily involved in curriculum development and was

invited to join the Scottish Examination Board. He served for

many years as Secretary of the technical subjects panel, and as

Examiner, Moderator, Setter and National Trainer before

fulfilling a childhood obsession by running away to sea!

This dramatic change of career in his 50s led to his becoming a

professional tallshipman on the Norwegian sailing vessels. He

was promoted to sergeant – the first non-Norwegian to attain

this position. Eventually, age and infirmity (his words, not

mine!) led him from sail to steam. Before retiring, he served as

puffer mate on the Clyde Puffer Vic 32.

John then became involved in local politics and served on Aberdeen Council for 10 years.

He has represented the city locally and nationally and has been involved as vice-convenor

in Enterprise, Planning and Infrastructure, Housing and Environment. He was made

Burgess of the City of Aberdeen and has been involved not only with us at ANESFHS but

also with Peacocks Visual Arts, the Society of Antiquaries of Scotland, and the Aberdeen

History Society; and he raises funds for the RNLI by giving talks. John seems to have the

ability to do in 24 hours what it would take most of us several days to complete.

liz.foubister@anesfhs.org.uk Liz Foubister No. 6129
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Brenda Jean Shirer (1946–2021)

In 1978, a small group of enthusiasts met in Aberdeen Art Gallery to discuss setting up a

Family History Society for people interested in researching their North-East Scottish

family backgrounds. Among this group was a librarian, Miss Jean Cowper, who became

the new Society’s member number 14. And, as the saying goes, the rest is history!

We have lost many of these founding members over the years – and on 25
th
 September

2021 we were greatly saddened to hear of Jean’s death in Aberdeen Royal Infirmary.

Born and raised in Dundee, where her father was a dentist, Jean graduated from St

Andrews University before qualifying as a chartered librarian. After a period spent in

Uganda with the VSO, Jean moved to Aberdeen to become school librarian at Bankhead

Academy, Bucksburn.  She rose to senior librarian roles for schools at county and then

regional level before taking early retirement in the 1990s, but still did relief work at

Westhill Library and also brought her skills and knowledge to her many ANESFHS roles.

Shortly after ANESFHS first opened a tiny Centre just along from our current premises,

Jean met another volunteer, Jim Shirer (no. 235), and they married in 1987, spending the

rest of their life together in Elrick, Westhill.  Jim joined Jean as no. 14, and died in 2007.

His Record of Ancestors chart was the centrefold in Journal 75 (May 2000), and hers in

Journal 72 (August 1999).  Jean was also profiled in Journal 109 (November 2008).  All

our Journals can be viewed in the members-only area of our website.

Jean loved literature and was deeply interested in local and family history. She was our

Society’s first Secretary, and spent the next 43 years always performing several Society

roles at once.  At various times she was syllabus secretary, research organiser, treasurer,

Journal co-editor, speaker to other organisations – and everything to do with publications.

Jean was instrumental in organising our library and book supplies. She was a perfectionist

and knew exactly how things should be done. She was responsible for ordering books

from publishers and other FHSs – and, with her friend Gay Murton, for sending our own

publications to all corners of the world. Jean was indefatigable in attending book fairs,

driving the length and breadth of the country, her car piled high with items she hoped

would excite and inspire other family historians – and which, of course, she could sell!

Her greatest wish was for a rich browser to appear at the stall just before closing time and

decide to buy one of everything! Unfortunately for Society finances, this never happened!

Jean was a regular presence at our monthly (pre-Covid) public meetings and could always

be found behind a table laden with interesting books. Jean never minded whether people

bought books or not; she was always happy to chat to anyone about family history. She

was meticulous in choosing and displaying books relevant to the subject being discussed.

During the first lockdown, Jean had a couple of falls and began to complain of feeling

tired. We were all distraught when tests revealed she was suffering from renal cancer.

She came through a successful seven-hour operation, only to suffer a massive stroke. Her

condition deteriorated rapidly, although she remained aware and could nod or give a

thumbs-up sign. She then developed pneumonia, and died peacefully in the early hours.

Jean had high standards and a no-nonsense manner behind which lay kindness, fairness, a

good heart and a good sense of humour.  She had no need of TV or computer gadgets at

home, and enjoyed reading, film-going, listening to the radio, cross-stitch, family history

and her many friends.  At the end of an evening at her home, no visitor escaped without
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signing the visitors’ book. She was a regular attender and helper at Kirkton of Skene

Parish Church, where she will be much missed by both minister and congregation.

Our “back office” at King Street will seem very strange without her cheery presence and

bright sense of humour. She was a force to be reckoned with and will be sorely missed.

Thank you Jean, for the work, friendship, your steadfast manner and the many kindnesses.

liz.foubister@anesfhs.org.uk Liz Foubister No. 6129

with thanks to Helen Dewar (no. 20890) and other members

—oOo—

Anne Gabrielle Murton (1939–2021)

Even before Jean Shirer’s funeral could be held, the Society received further bad news:

Jean’s great friend and colleague Gay Murton died on 4
th
 October, having lived with

cancer for several years. After many months of care at home from her husband Barry, Gay

had recently been admitted to Roxburghe House to receive palliative care.

Gay, from Liverpool, had no North-East Scottish blood connections at all, but she was a

living example of how much you can do from wherever you live.  She came from a family

with strong Irish connections and a wide interest in all aspects of family-history research.

Gay was an early Society member (no. 2127) and, like Jean, was a most hard-working and

enthusiastic volunteer, fulfilling a range of roles, often several at once. She was Chairman

(1995–2002) and more recently responsible for organising the postage to fellow Society

members in all parts of the globe.  Many distant members have attested to Gay’s kindness

in urging full value for money. She would encourage people to buy perhaps an extra item,

relevant to their line of enquiry, in order to maximise postal weight allowances. Saturday

morning would often find Gay striding down King Street heading for the Post Office at the

Castlegate wheeling a shopping trolley full of items to be posted.

Nothing was ever too much bother for Gay. I always admired how she would immediately

drop whatever she was doing if any one needed a hand with anything … and she would

still get all her own work finished in the time she had available. I remember her kindness

to a young couple in a flat above our Centre who tried to turn the back-yard wilderness

into something resembling a vegetable garden. Gay was the first to give them cuttings

from her own garden and advice on how to treat and care for various plants.

Gay was a regular at our monthly public meetings and was always willing to give the vote

of thanks at a moment’s notice. There was very little about the running of the Society that

she didn’t understand or know at first hand. She could turn her hand to anything! How

she managed to fit everything into a 24-hour day I will never know!

“What you see is what you get” most certainly applied. She was a good and sympathetic

listener, and you knew whatever you told her in confidence would remain in confidence.

She had the ability to achieve what seemed the unachievable in what appeared to be total

chaos. Surrounded by piles of paper, envelopes and parcels, she could be asked for a

paper clip or a piece of string and could produce it immediately! The Society’s back

office always looked as if a bomb had hit it, but it suited Gay. Nothing bothered her!

She was a “one-off”, and we all miss her.

liz.foubister@anesfhs.org.uk Liz Foubister No. 6129
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Members’ Meetings: Aberdeen

Meetings are still being held online until further notice. Everyone is always welcome. We

have been pleased to see many people joining in online – especially when it’s their first

time.  See our website’s “Events” tab for how to obtain an invitation link to any Society

online meeting in which you are interested.

18
th

 September 2021: Ken Nisbet, “Wills and inventories: part of a family’s story”

Using examples from his own family history, including the Geddes family of Elgin, Ken’s

presentation looked at how Testaments and Inventories in “Scotland’s People” records and

in English probate records can add to your family history. He explained what the legal

terminology means, where to source the information, and how to interpret it, using various

case studies from the North-East, the Highlands, Jamaica, England and South Africa.

A testament deals only with moveable property, not land or buildings.  The names it will

show are: the person making the will; their legal representatives; their executor(s), who

may be relatives or friends (or legal professionals); the legatee(s) and what they will

inherit; and two witnesses.  Always look for a codicil in case of any amendments to the

original will.  Wills always spell out relationships and can often be the only mention of a

relative – sometimes an unknown child (legitimate or otherwise).

You can also find soldiers’ wills (on the Ancestry website); and we saw examples of South

African testaments (on FamilySearch).

A lot was discussed in this meeting, and our participants typed various useful information

into the Zoom Group Chat.  For example:

 For English probate records, go to https://www.gov.uk/search-will-probate

 https://www.bankofengland.co.uk/monetary-policy/inflation/inflation-calculator will

help you to calculate the present-day value of amounts found in old records

 Some wills for Irish people can be found on the England & Wales National Probate

Calendar (Index of Wills & Administrations), 1861–1941

 Try PRONI for Northern Irish wills and testaments

 See also https://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/research/guides/crime-and-criminals

Helen Taylor (no. 7363), always a good source of help and advice, shared a tip she had

recently discovered, on how to crop and save only the B/M/D image you want from the

“Scotland’s People” page of images, including the header with the reference information:

1. Select Fit Height on the page with the view of the record required.

2. Crop the record required (without the header) by dragging the crop symbol from top

left to bottom right. Click Apply. If necessary, you can re-crop and Apply again.

3. Save to a folder on PC with date, name and parish. The Header will be on the saved

record. The saved image can be enhanced, printed or dropped into a Word document

and a transcription added.

16
th

 October 2021: John Corall, “The Denburn: Aberdeen’s Banished Burn”

John (no. 1000) overcame some initial computer glitches to give us a well-illustrated

presentation charting the course of the Denburn through the city and through the years.
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Many of his photographs hit home just how much has been lost in only the last few years.

This is very topical, as Union Terrace Garden is now enduring a “makeover” that will see

even more historical features lost forever.

This was a fascinating tour through some lesser-known parts of central Aberdeen and

further up the course of this burn which now flows unnoticed below the streets for quite a

distance.  Your ancestors who lived near by would have known a very different Denburn.

The next Journal will have reports on meetings that have taken place since October 2021.

Our next Aberdeen meeting is on 19
th

February, when our very knowledgeable and helpful

fellow member Helen Taylor (no. 7363) will host a “DNA Workshop”.  Details are now

on the Society’s website, where you can register for an invitation link.

Ivor.normand@anesfhs.org.uk Ivor Normand No. 4161

—oOo—

Moray/Banff Group Report

After a brief summer break, we resumed with our traditional September topic of “Bring

Along a Brick Wall”.  With seven “brick wall” family-history problems submitted and

circulated beforehand, we were ready to tackle the issues – and with up to 58 participants

online there was plenty of good advice on offer.  The discussion continued after a short

“kettle break”, and a fair number of us were still chatting at 5:30pm after 3½ hours.

In October we focused on the censuses, with “Tips, troubles and tales from the censuses”.

We began with tips on how to find that elusive entry, and ended with some fascinating and

often amusing tales, including a couple from members who had themselves been the

enumerator.  With 76 participants, it was a busy and lively meeting, and again the chatting

went on until after 5:30pm.

In November, we continued the “Tips, troubles and tales” theme, this time focusing on Old

Parish Register entries and Statutory Registration certificates.  In December, we joined

online with our Society’s Aberdeen meeting to present a combined Christmas Social for

all Society members. Reports on these meetings will appear in the next Journal.

We still have no chance of resuming face-to-face meetings in Elgin Library, where access

is still limited and the meeting rooms are still unavailable.  However, with well-attended

Zoom meetings there is plenty of opportunity to enjoy family history, so do come along to

join us!  Our meetings have resumed in 2022, continuing on the first Saturday of each

month after that until the summer break.  You can register for our next one via the Events

page of the Society’s website.

moray.banff@anesfhs.org.uk Mary Evans No. 1975

—oOo—

Edinburgh Group Report

Gavin Bell, “MIs and More: A Monumental Miscellany”

11
th

 September 2021

This meeting was the Society’s first attempt at a “hybrid”, where some local members met

in our usual Royal Scots Club venue for the first time since January 2020, and a greater
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number “Zoomed” in from around the world.  Gavin Bell had kindly agreed to travel down

from Aberdeen for the occasion – and all of us were most grateful.

In the hour before the meeting began, our technical set-up looked at times as if it might not

deliver – but all went well.  We drew a few “learning points” from the experience, such as

the need for better sound pick-up in the room so that our online participants could hear

questions from the local audience.  Luckily, we could get round this by having the host or

the speaker repeat the question, or by having the questioner come forward to address the

speaker’s laptop directly.  Where there’s a will, there’s a way!

The venue had newly taken delivery of equipment to enhance these hybrid meetings, but

had not yet had a chance to set it up and test it.  By the time of our Group’s next meeting

(in November; report in next Journal), this would fortunately all be in place.

I thank Geoff Hare (no. 21515) for the following report on Gavin’s talk.

There are various caveats needed when using Monumental (or Memorial) Inscriptions as

sources for your family-history research:

1 MIs are secondary sources

They are subject to human error on the part of relatives’ memory and instructions to the

monumental mason, as well as the mason’s note-taking and reading of his (or her) notes.

Gravestones can be moved from their original location, and may even be put back in the

wrong place, and so they are not always as easy to find as one might imagine (see e.g.

Journal 160, August 2021, pages 15 and 17).  Health-and-safety officers can move them or

half-bury them, or order them to be laid face down.

2 Stone is subject to various forms of damage

Some types of stone more than others are subject to erosion, or to fragmentation due to

flaking, caused by extremes of weather – heat, cold, rain or wind. Inset marble is subject

to damage by acid rain. Modern stones are not exempt: for example, lead lettering can fall

off, not necessarily leaving an outline on the stone. Stones can be subject to mechanical

damage from large motorised grass cutters. They are also at risk of neglect, and of

vandalism, especially in larger urban areas, it would appear.

3 Transcribing MIs is not as easy as you might think

There are a few guidelines to bear in mind, especially before you start.

To avoid unnecessary duplication of effort, try to see what has been done before and is

available in published form or otherwise.

Make a plan of the burial ground, perhaps on graph paper with special attention to where

one stone is in relation to others, if they are not on flat ground or are not laid out in clear

straight rows as in a war graves cemetery. Consider using a laser rangefinder/measure.

Number (or otherwise identify) each stone. Include other topographical items such as

trees, wall, gate, chapel, road name and so on.

4 Taking photographs

Be careful to take photos at the right time of day to ensure as much as possible that the sun

is shining (or the available light is falling) onto the stone from a side angle, to allow

shadows to create some contrast. Modern digital software can improve exposure, contrast,
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highlights, shadows and clarity on an original digital image – within reason. Back-lit

photos are difficult to read.

Make sure you can match up each photograph with a given MI. This usually means noting

each photograph and relating it to a pre-existing ground-plan numbering scheme and/or to

the main name or names on the stone.

5 What to record from the stone, and how to record it?

Copy the exact lettering seen on the stone. Don’t abbreviate the words or names on the

stone. Use capital letters if capitals are used on the stone, distinguishing between small

capitals and large capitals, where they occur. When typing up, to avoid mixing up the

figure 1 and a capital I or the lowercase l, a serif font is better than sans serif. Do not

“correct” spellings; instead, use the Latin term “[sic]” to indicate what might be a mis-

spelling, if you need to draw attention to it. Spelling of names was not standardised in

some places before the 19
th
 century, and it might be of interest to some potential users of

monumental inscriptions to know, for example, when and where Bennet became Bennett.

Be aware that some published inscriptions may be subject to inconsistencies, omissions,

inaccuracies and errors, for example Andrew Jervise’s somewhat selective Epitaphs and

Inscriptions from Burial Grounds and Old Buildings in the North-East of Scotland; With

Historical, Biographical, Genealogical, and Antiquarian Notes (1875).

6 “How about …?”

Using lair plans? – They came into their own in the 20
th
 century. But some lair registers

have not survived.  The (apparently) earliest of the surviving lair books for Keith in

Banffshire, the “Register of Burials in the Churchyard of Keith”, begins 1
st
 January 1829.

Lair markers? – They can be removed from the ground for maintenance purposes and then

be put back wrongly or not at all.

Correcting errors and dates? – Always consult other sources, preferably official. Keep the

original transcription and include the alternative, with its source, in a note, if you must.

Bringing draft MI surveys to publication? – Might it be possible when they exist but do

not look like being completed, with a caveat emptor?

Using geomatics? – There is a project to survey 19,000 English churchyards to create

accurate maps, as in the Atlantic Geomatics project, claiming to survey up to ten sites per

day using backpack technology (laser scanning equipment, GPS, cameras). It may appear

to record the digital data very quickly, but it has also been claimed that processing the data

takes a long time, e.g. to match up each stone in the burial ground with the digital image

and remove the errors, to create an accurate map of each churchyard. And time is money.

Official restrictions keep casting uncertainty on our plans – but our Edinburgh Group will

aim for future meetings to be hybrid (in person and online) if at all possible.  Otherwise it

would have to be all online again.  Keep your eye on the “Events” tab on the Society’s

website for up-to-date details and for registering to receive the invitation link to attend

online from anywhere in the world.  Everyone is always welcome

edinburgh@anesfhs.org.uk Ivor Normand No. 4161
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Glasgow Group Report

Emma Maxwell, “Using Kirk Session records”

9
th

 October 2021

Emma and her husband Graham are www.scottishindexes.com and have become widely

known during the Covid pandemic for their free online Scottish Indexes Conferences, held

every few weeks.  We were delighted that Emma (ANESFHS member no. 23041) agreed

to give us this online presentation, ably accompanied by Graham for the lengthy and

enjoyable Q&A session that followed.  Over 90 tuned in for this meeting, including a large

number of non-members, many of them overseas.

Records created by Scottish Kirk Sessions can be invaluable in helping us to trace our

ancestors. Most of these records are held by the National Records of Scotland (NRS) and

have been digitised. Some of the pre-1855 Kirk Session records have been available on

www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk for over 18 months now, and more are being added at

intervals, though none are indexed.

Using http://catalogue.nrscotland.gov.uk/nrsonlinecatalogue/search.aspx, the NRS online

public catalogue, will help to plan your searches.  Available Church of Scotland records

are catalogued under CH2. Type the parish name in the “Search for:” box, and “CH2” in

the “Reference:” box.

Emma has created https://www.scottishindexes.com/learningkirksession.aspx, a very

useful “Learning Zone” page, which includes a link to a 19-minute video, “Kirk Session

Records on ScotlandsPeople” by Tessa Spencer, head of Outreach and Learning at NRS.

This video is from the 9
th

 Scottish Indexes Conference (20
th

March 2021).

https://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/files//research/list-of-oprs/list-of-oprs-appendix2-2018.pdf

shows the official list of Kirk Session and other material found in the Old Parish Registers

(where they shouldn’t be), although these are almost all just official minutes of meetings,

and not the juicy details of interrogating parishioners as to their conduct.

In our Q&A session, and in the typed Zoom chat, many nuggets of useful information on

family-history subjects were exchanged.  Here are just a few:

 FindMyPast have indexed OPRs beyond 1855.  See Scotland, Parish Births & Baptisms

1564–1929.

 Maternity is a matter of fact, paternity is a matter of opinion!

 If you are looking for a genealogical book, check whether the Society has it for sale:

https://www.anesfhs.org.uk/component/anesfhs/?task=publications&amp;Itemid=203.

For example, Diane Baptie’s books Registers of Secession Churches in Scotland and

Parish Registers in Kirk Session Records of Church of Scotland are each £4 + postage.

 Our Society’s Facebook Group, https://www.facebook.com/groups/anesfhs, is a very

active and popular forum for exchanging all sorts of family-history information and

questions, with answers often supplied quickly.

Our next Glasgow Group meeting takes place on 12
th
 February 2022, and will be a topical

Members’ Day follow-up to this one.  Bring along your stories of investigating Kirk

Session records and discovering the (sordid?) details of what your ancestors got up to.

Can anyone beat a quadrilapse in fornication?  Come along and find out, or go one better!
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We’ll aim for a hybrid meeting if it’s officially permitted – otherwise it’ll all be online

again.  Keep your eye on the “Events” tab on the Society’s website for up-to-date details

and for registering to receive the invitation link to attend online.

glasgow@anesfhs.org.uk Ivor Normand No. 4161

—oOo—

London Group Report

18
th

September 2021

This meeting, again held online, was a return to one of our favourite topics: family-history

“brick walls” and ways of solving these problems.  It’s always very useful when our

members get together to test their mettle, share their knowledge and open up new paths

and ways of looking for solutions.  Members are even known to conduct research while we

talk, and enquirers are often delighted with the results!

A few of the more specific tips shared were:

 If you have an interest in Duffs from the North-East, then The Book of the Duffs,

compiled by Alistair and Henrietta Tayler and published in 1914, is now available

online (free) at https://www.electricscotland.com/webclans/m/bookofduffs01tayl.pdf.

 https://flemish.wp.st-andrews.ac.uk/2015/10/29/the-family-of-innes-of-morayshire/ may

help you with Innes family research.  There is also Ane Account of the Familie of Innes

Compiled by Duncan Forbes of Culloden (1698; printed for the Spalding Club in 1864),

available at https://electricscotland.com/webclans/htol/aneaccountoffami00spal.pdf.

Please sign up for the London Group e-Newsletter if you’ve yet to do so (via “My Details”

when logged in to the Society’s website). The website has details of our next meetings.

london@anesfhs.org.uk Sheena Clark No. 19190

—oOo—

Brisbane Group Report

7
th

August 2021

Members in Queensland, Scotland and England met online for an interesting presentation

by Roz Kuss (no. 21219) on a detailed article, “Marriage in the Highlands”, by David

Moody (author of Scottish Towns: Sources for Local Historians and of Scottish Family

History), dated October 1989 and printed in the Highland FHS Journal (Feb 1990).

Very few of us are uncertain of whether we are married or not, but that has not always

been the case in Scotland.  It could sometimes be a matter for a court of law to decide.

In a 1785 example, Christian Campbell from Invergordon claimed to have married an

Edinburgh portrait-painter, David Martin, but with no sort of wedding ceremony, or date

of marriage, or minister.  This form of unrecorded Scottish “irregular marriage” bedevils a

lot of genealogical research.  Up to a third of 18
th
-century marriages do not appear in

parish registers. Christian brought a court action, a Declarator of Marriage – and the

records go into detail of (often class-based) claim and counter-claim.  The other side of the

coin was a Declarator of Freedom, annulling a claimed marriage.

Another 18
th
-century case was brought by Ann MacFarlane against Andrew Sutherland, a

sometime ensign, now a lieutenant.  She claimed they had married in Fort William in 1745
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when he was stationed there, and they’d lived as husband and wife in Maryburgh until the

regiment moved on to Perth.  Depositions of neighbours show how things have changed:

one says how he saw them “in their naked bed together” and wished them joy. Part of the

ritual of getting married was making the marriage public.  Anyway, Andrew left just four

weeks after the marriage and left debts all around behind him.  Ann asked that the court

“declare the marriage” and asked for maintenance of £20 per year – which she won.

What exactly does “irregular marriage” mean?  Until the Middle Ages, the Church was

less powerful and had no interest in marriages.  Concubinage in the Highlands and Islands

was still going on in the 19
th
 century: civil registration began in 1855 and showed large

numbers of people not officially married at all. Consequently, a Royal Commission was

set up, reporting in 1865 that it was very common for a man to marry a woman with child

by another man, the only obligation being the burden of the child, no disgrace, and that up

to a third of all liaisons were unofficial.

The Church did not advocate the abolition of irregular marriages, but supported their

continuation as being in the woman’s interest.  People brought court cases: first an action

to say they were married, then bringing one to undo the marriage but gain maintenance.

The picture is complicated and changes from period to period.

There were three sorts of irregular marriage: (1) one performed by a non-Established

Church of Scotland minister before 1834; (2) “by habit and repute”, where you simply call

yourself married and live together in a de facto relationship; and (3) an exchange of vows,

saying “I marry you” to each other. A legal historian, Lord Fraser, described how you

could marry by post, but both parties had to be in Scotland.  It was no good if the letter

came back postmarked Berwick-upon-Tweed or Newcastle-upon-Tyne.

The Consistorial Court heard all cases of declarators of marriage, divorce etc. in Scotland.

In the 1820s these courts were downgraded, and the consistorial function concerning

marriage was transferred to the central Court of Session in Edinburgh.  The problem for

researchers is that marriage and divorce cases are not identified as such in the vast indexes

of all Court of Session cases. Roz’s research beyond David Moody’s article covered a lot

of sources; and you can find out much more online about irregular marriage in Scotland.

The ANESFHS Brisbane-Area Group was formed in 2019 at about the same time as our

Melbourne-Area Group.  Effects of the global pandemic have led us to decide to merge the

two into one ANESFHS Australia Group.  See Julie Fleming’s report on page 16.

brisbane@anesfhs.org.uk Robin Price No. 18058

—oOo—

Melbourne-area Group Reports

Winter Meeting

26
th

August 2021

We welcomed members from three Australian states and from Scotland and England to

this online meeting on “Roadblocks” in our family-history research.  Geographically:

Stonehaven: John Park and Janet are chasing several women, particularly Mary McLean

(b. 1819) who married Donald Roth (b. 1811), a manager of the gasworks at Stonehaven.
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Other surnames of interest are Nicholson and Roth, and Heather Mowatt who married

William Chalmers and had a son born in 1848.

Cullen/Aberdeen: Marion Gullickson’s ancestor at Cullen was sentenced in February

1892 to the Aberdeen School of Industry.  Alexina Anne Kennedy Grant Lamb was one of

four girls who stole 10 lb of apples, grapes and walnuts. Three pleaded guilty.  Alexina

(aged 12, born Aberdeen, d. 1970s) was the only one sent to the Industrial school.

Mary Evans suggested using britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk or Find My Past.  Both are

subscription websites but may also offer free trials.

Rothiemay to the Australian goldfields: Kate Duncan is trying to find out anything on

two brothers who went to the goldfields (in Victoria?) for five years in about the 1850s.

The surname was Gray; one brother was Alexander, who died; and the other returned to

Scotland, as did a third brother who had also arrived in possibly Victoria.

The group suggested searching Trove (digitised Australian newspapers), Victorian

births/deaths/marriages, local historical societies, the National Library of Australia in

Canberra, the State Library of New South Wales, and Yarra Plenty Library.

Portsoy: Rhonda Flowers in NSW asked if anyone in the group had a Garden or a Young

in their trees – in particular a Hannah Garden, convict, born 1811. Kirk Session records

on “Scotland’s People” were suggested.  Julie Fleming will email a link for Bruce Bishop.

DNA: Gweneth Myers asked if anyone had had discrepancies between previous and latest

test results.  Population segments could be descended from enthusiastic DNA testers!

cassmithechuca@outlook.com Carolyn Smith No. 21049

Spring Meeting

23
rd

October 2021

With Melbourne only two days out of the latest lockdown, our Group met again in virtual

format. We also welcomed Brisbane Group members and had 18 attendees in total, with

Mary Evans and Anne Park braving a 4am start in the UK. The agenda was our usual:

research names/locations, show and tell, brick walls and DNA Q&A, with an added item

of “is that really my ancestor?”. The generosity of members sharing their knowledge is a

wonderful feature of ANESFHS meetings and is very much appreciated by all who attend.

Discussions in this meeting included: Stonehaven and the nearby village of Cowie; photos

bringing people to life, and ways to get these from local newspaper ads; and lists of

photographers. There was discussion about movements to/from Europe (Poland/Germany)

of Scots as craftsmen or mercenaries, and as traders between Venice and St Petersburg.

Dale Fogarty suggested a great article, “The Mobile Scot”, by her fellow Brisbane Group

member Ann Swain, who has now kindly agreed to speak at a meeting in 2022.  We also

discussed advantages of middle names showing family connections; where farm servants

moved around; and the value of baptism records in knocking down brick walls.

I was particularly grateful for the discussion that followed my query “is that really my

ancestor?”.  Advice included turning assumptions into research questions, listing sources

for each person, names, dates, witnesses, plotting timelines, different generations, spelling

variants and utilising the process of elimination. Identity consistencies, inconsistencies;

look at ways to build an identity and to identify conflicts. Isabel Gilbert here I come.
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With a question about DNA tests, going with Ancestry or “23 and Me” was thought to be

best in the first instance, as you can download results and upload to other companies’ sites.

https://genie1.com.au/ was shared as a great site to get good information about DNA.

Topics suggested for future meetings included the 5
th

Battalion of the Gordon Highlanders,

and Scots in the West Indies and the slave trade. Mary told us about Britain’s Forgotten

Slave-Owners, a BBC2 documentary: https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b063db18.

ANESFHS’s Australian groups are merging

Because of ongoing uncertainties about lockdowns, and the distances we all have to travel

to meet in person, it has been decided to merge our Brisbane and Melbourne Groups into

one group covering all of Australia and New Zealand.  We have been welcoming more

attendees from New South Wales and from the northern hemisphere in our online

meetings, and we feel that a merger is the best way forward for continuing to benefit from

each other’s knowledge and from our shared membership of such a great Family History

Society. From time to time, we can still hold the odd get-together.

See the Society’s website for details of our meetings in 2022.  These will be timed so that

others beyond our area can take part too!  Everyone is always welcome.

melbourne@anesfhs.org.uk Julie Fleming No. 22166

—oOo—

Southern Ontario Group Report

25
th

 September 2021

For our first meeting of the season (online again), our gathering was a little more informal,

and those who attended enjoyed getting to know one another through casual conversation.

Our scheduled speaker had had to cancel, so we took inspiration from another ANESFHS

Group and decided to go with chatting about our Heirlooms. We also had time at the end

to discuss how members displayed or shared their family trees with others.

After Rod Coates had briefed us on the usual Zoom etiquette, Susan Brouwer welcomed

new members and invited them to describe the surnames and places that they were

interested in researching. We also had attendees in Scotland and England.

Catharine Mitchell discussed the box of letters she had inherited, and how they brought

her family tree to life.  Other members also mentioned letters and how they not only

provided family-tree clues but also painted a rich portrait of those who wrote them.

Another common theme was shell-casing souvenirs from the Great War. One was made

into an ashtray, and another an umbrella stand. Often they were decorated with markings.

Susan Brouwer mentioned the sports medals she had inherited from her great-grandfather,

and Ivor Normand presented ceramics that commemorated a wedding and a christening.

Joan McCausland had a very large rolling pin that would take a hearty woman to wield!

After a quick break, we discussed family-tree books and displays. John McLean had done

extensive research on his family tree and had had a very professional book made which he

gave out to over 100 members of his extended family. He also donated several copies to

local family-history organizations. Barbara Dawes had also done one, and had published a

booklet of corrections and additions in order to keep her family history updated. Susan

Brouwer illustrated a children’s book of her father-in-law’s life, and it was given to all his
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grandchildren. Donna Mitchell had a photobook made with her ancestors’ photos, while

Barbara Keeley-Watt had a full textbook made of her mother-in-law’s memoirs.

Catharine Mitchell and Gail McHardy-Leitch had professional family-tree charts made as

wall-hangings. All in all, it was very interesting to hear everyone’s stories and memories.

We closed with a review of our upcoming scheduled meetings. David Joiner gave a WW1

presentation in November, and a report will appear in the next Journal.  On 26
th
 February,

Alex Wood is booked for a presentation on “Aspects of Illegitimacy in Scotland”.  In April

or May, we hope to have a meeting at the University of Guelph to tour their Scottish book

collection. This may be a hybrid meeting for those who cannot attend in person. More

information will be announced.

ontario@anesfhs.org.uk Susan Brouwer No. 20475
co-organizing with Rod Coates (No. 18349) and David Joiner (No. 16651)

—oOo—

The Tuesday Gang

We were the original “Tuesday Gang” – Gay Murton, Jean Shirer, Edna Cromarty, Isobel

Noble and myself.  Every Tuesday we met up in the office kitchen in the Society for

lunch.  Isobel brought along the half-finished crossword from her Sunday paper, and

together we usually managed to complete it.  Gay, a former science teacher, could answer

any question connected with science, and had the Periodic Table of Elements wired into

her brain; Edna’s knowledge of classical music and of sport dealt with those areas, and

Jean and I could generally answer questions on literature, history and languages.  Provided

there were no clues relating to pop music, we were covered.  Very seldom, and only as a

last resort, we admitted defeat and turned to Google.

Lunch was always enlivened by Gay’s stories, often of her Catholic upbringing in

Liverpool, told in her inimitable style.  When I mentioned her name recently to my

daughter-in-law, she said: “Gay.  She’s the one with the turkey.”  Sorry, I’m not going to

repeat the story – it would have needed Gay to tell it.

library@anesfhs.org.uk Margie Mellis No. 2090

—oOo—

Library Report

The Research Centre has been open now for some time, but was closed for many months

during lockdowns.  Donations and new books still kept arriving, so when Kit and I finally

returned to the Library, there was a very big pile waiting for us, and we’re still trying to

get through it.  David Dobson, whose books are always worth buying, seems to have spent

lockdown preparing his material for publication, and he is well represented in the pile!

We are always happy to receive your donations, particularly of books relating to the

North-East of Scotland, or Scotland in general.  If we have them already, we can always

pass them on to another FHS, or perhaps sell them for our Society’s funds.  A large

proportion of our bookstock consists of donations over the years from our members.

Your own family-history research is always welcome and is shelved in a special section of

the library in alphabetical order of surname under the family name you are researching.

There will inevitably be several other names in your research, but searching in the

catalogue under the name in which you are interested will lead you in the right direction.
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Some people send typed-up sheets which we can then comb-bind; some submit written-up

family history in ring binders; some even get their work printed.  While we’re happy to

receive material which has been organised and written up, I’m afraid we can’t accept loose

family-history papers.  We’re a library, not an archive or a repository, and we don’t have

the conditions, the facilities or the volunteers to sort through boxes of random papers.

A lot of research nowadays, especially for those who want to connect with other family

members, is done using public trees on Ancestry, or through DNA.  These family histories

remain a very valuable resource, so please keep them coming!

library@anesfhs.org.uk Margie Mellis No. 2090

—oOo—

100 Club News

The 100 Club gives our members the opportunity to win a cash prize while also supporting

the Society’s work.  All you need is a UK bank account, wherever you live.  The fee for

each number held is £12 per annum and is payable annually, in May, by banker’s order.

The payout is always 50 per cent of the income, and there are four prizes in the monthly

draw (1
st
 20 per cent,  2

nd
 15 per cent,  3

rd
 10 per cent and  4

th
 5 per cent of the income).

You must be a current member of the Society. If you decide not to renew your

ANESFHS membership, please also cancel your standing order for the 100 Club.

The draw takes place monthly, and we now pay winners via online banking. We need

to be kept up to date with any changes to 100 Club members’ bank-account details.

Winners are also announced in the Journal.  For further details, please see the current

Information Booklet on our website.  If you’d like to join, then please e-mail me (below).

No.
1

st
 prize

(£23·00)

Mem.

No. No.
2

nd
 prize

(£17·25)

Mem.

No. No.
3

rd
 prize

(£11·50)

Mem.

No. No.
4

th
 prize

(£5·75)

Mem.

No.

Aug 118

Alison

Kerr 1602 55

Richard

Field 935 37

Doreen

Florence 13880 124

Jeanette

Terry 14978

Sep 20

Kenny

Harrison 13946 121

Margaret

McDowall 18020 135

Jenny

Henderson 20080 39

Elizabeth

Jordan 18139

Oct 134

Ann

Gillespie 15869 119

Alison

Stimpson 15080 17

Constance

Strachan 3433 19

Elaine

Muir 20837

100club@anesfhs.org.uk Teresa Shewell No. 4883
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Book Reviews

Tracing Your Scottish Family History on the Internet, by Chris

Paton (Pen & Sword Books, 2020), paperback 176pp.  £14∙99.

ISBN 978 1 52676 838 4.

Many ANESFHS members are already familiar with the prolific

output from Chris Paton, whose books become ever more helpful.

I’d had an idea of counting the number of websites recommended

in this book, but soon gave up; there must be many hundreds of

them, and all with a Scottish dimension. I will not, however, be specific about the few

which caught my eye – this hardly seems fair to the many, many others – and those to

which I refer can easily be found via the detailed Contents pages.

Naturally, “ScotlandsPeople” is the subject of an early chapter. I have to admit to being a

fan of this website; even for someone with my lack of Internet experience, this is easy to

navigate. Furthermore, when I had a problem, I received real help from a real person.

Among the websites related to occupations, that covering Scottish mining is (excuse the

pun) a mine of information. It includes a section on mining accidents from 1860 to

modern times, and this lists the date and colliery of the accident, the name and age of the

fatality, the cause of the accident and type of work the victim was doing (not all accidents

were underground) and whether there is further information, e.g. in newspaper reports.

Military sources are well covered. Some, such as the website of the Devil’s Porridge

Museum at Gretna, once the site of a vast munitions complex, provide background

information; others give lists of names such as those of Scottish officers captured at the

Battle of Dunbar, 1650.

The last mentioned (in East Lothian) is found in the large portion of this book that covers

Scotland’s historic counties. The author modestly claims that this section gives “a flavour

of the enormous diversity of material available online for Scotland”. And diverse it is!

For the island of Rousay in Orkney, there are grave inscriptions in cemeteries, and a

record and photographs of old island families. From Barvas on the Isle of Lewis, there are

school photographs, the earliest from 1912, and all the children are named.

Under Kinross-shire, there is an astonishing site listing vehicles registered 1904–52 in

Forfar, Dundee City and Perth & Kinross, the source being Dundee City Archives. For

each registered car, the type of car, the owner and the owner’s address is given. Equally

singular is the list of borrowers and books borrowed, 1747–1968, from the library of

Innerpeffray, Perthshire.

Scotland’s diaspora is not forgotten, and there are plenty of references to sites concerning

Ireland, Canada, the USA, Australia and New Zealand. But other places interested me

more, in particular Russia. I have a possible 17
th

-century Aberdeenshire family member

who went to Poland, then Russia, and finished up as a right-hand man (and a rather brutal

one) to Peter the Great. I knew that other Scots had reached high positions in Russia but

not that, allegedly, there were tens of thousands of Scots who settled there in the 18
th

century. Many, like my family connection, married there but were not allowed to leave

with their family. The country was a bit like a lobster pot: easy to enter but not to leave.

Consequently, many Russians have Scots blood!
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Letters to the Editor

Dear Editor,

McPherson Connections with Barre, Vermont

My direct paternal line were McPhersons who came from Aberdeen to Canada. I’ve hit a

brick wall with them around 1829, so I decided to research all the McPherson lines down

from my 3g-grandfather Alexander McPherson, in hopes of finding more clues. While

doing that search, I came across a niece to my 2g-grandfather James, namely Jessie Wright

McPherson, born in 1865, Aberdeen.

In the 1891 census, Jessie W. McPherson (mistranscribed on Ancestry as “Jane”) is a 25-

year-old millworker living at 88 The Green, Aberdeen, with her parents, Peter McPherson

and Helen Sutherland, and with Jessie’s illegitimate son Gowan James McPherson (again

incorrectly transcribed: “Gorran”).

Jessie had a first cousin on her mother’s side, James Scott, born in 1866 in Ardchattan,

Argyll, whom she later married (“cousins german” on their marriage record).  In the 1881

Aberdeen census, James is shown as assisting his father, James senior, a blacksmith at a

quarry. James senior seems to have taught the trade to several of his sons who ended up in

the USA working as blacksmiths for quarries in the states of New York and Vermont.

James junior seems to have gone to Vermont in 1887, and in 1888 married an Aberdeen

girl, Margaret Hay, in Massachusetts.  Margaret returned to Aberdeen to have their child,

Isabella (Bella) Craig Scott – but Margaret died in 1896 in Aberdeen, where James then

married his cousin Jessie in 1897.

James and Jessie had children, Helen and James, in Aberdeen. In 1901, James returned to

Barre, Vermont, followed in 1902 by Jessie with their children and her stepdaughter Bella.

By the 1910 US census, young James had died, but another son, Leslie, had been born.

James was still a blacksmith (or tool-sharpener in some records) at a quarry in Barre.

Jessie ran their home as a boarding house for five Scottish-born men aged 24 to 35 – two

blacksmiths at the granite works, two granite-cutters, and one occupation hard to read but

also at the granite works. Most of these men had come to the USA between 1906 and

1909.  One column on the page is for number of weeks off work during 1909.  Almost all

the men have the number 7.  Did the quarry shut down for seven weeks during the winter?

By 1920, Jessie had given up the boarding house, James was still a tool-sharpener at the

quarry, Leslie was still at home, and Helen was a domestic servant in Massachusetts.

Jessie’s first-born, Gowan James McPherson, had been living with his grandmother, and in

1906 as a teenager he came to Boston, MA – passage paid by his “father”, who I assume is

his stepfather James Scott, as he took the name Gowan MacPherson Scott from then on.

Jessie’s obituary mentions him.  He married late in life in New York and retired to Florida.

His stepsister Bella married in Barre, had three children and remained in Vermont.

James Scott was still a quarry blacksmith/tool-sharpener in the 1930 census, but in March

1935 he died of broncho-pneumonia.  Jessie stayed on in Barre, and her (by then) divorced

daughter Helen returned to join her.  Jessie died six years later.

stnandssnbrouwer@gmail.com Susan McPherson Brouwer No. 20475
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Articles

Why Are There 44 Other People in Great-Grandfather’s Grave?

Burials in the Burgh of Fraserburgh take place at “The Kirkton”, an ancient site on the

southern fringe of the town, which has been repeatedly extended since the mid-19
th

century.  Lying at the centre of the cemetery, surrounded by a wall, is the “Old Ground”,

whose Memorial Inscriptions were published by ANESFHS in 2014 (catalogue number

AA091) and include details of over 1,800 individuals on around 450 stones.

Notoriously, more people are buried than get recorded on a gravestone, so researchers may

well wish to check the burial records, access to which Aberdeenshire Council have now

subcontracted to Deceased Online.  But if you search, via their website, for a burial at the

Old Ground, you could be in for a surprise.  If, for example, we search for the burial of

Andrew Duncan, who is known (from his gravestone) to have died on 19
th
 April 1892, and

who is commemorated there along with other family members, we find:

Clicking on the Duncan, Andrew link brings up the following:

And, if we spend £1·50 to reveal the “Grave details and 44 other burials”, we find:

This shows Andrew Duncan (and his 44 supposed grave companions) in a grave with the

reference “OG/2”.  Unfortunately, there is no such grave in Fraserburgh Kirkton Old

Ground!  If we pay a further £2·00 to view the “Burial register scan”, we see a page

Articles
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confirming Andrew’s death and burial dates – but under “Position of Burying Ground” is a

grave reference which is rather more complicated than “OG/2”:

The entry reads: “Old Gd  L1 G2”, i.e. “Old Ground, Line 1, Grave 2”.  Some years ago,

an ANESFHS member was able to photograph not only the original Burial Registers but

also the Cemetery Plan, which, between them, make it clear that, at the Old Ground, the

graves are marshalled into 29 “lines” or rows, each of which is numbered separately,

starting at 1 and counting upwards.  So, there are actually 29 different burial plots in the

Old Ground which are labelled as “Grave 2” – one for each “line”.

In fact, the 45 individuals that Deceased Online erroneously claim are buried in the non-

existent grave “OG/2” are actually dispersed among 18 different graves, distributed from

one end to the other of the cemetery – and on no fewer than nine of these graves stand

gravestones which confirm the identity of persons buried below.

And this is unfortunately not a one-off error.  The Cemetery Plan shows that each of the 29

“lines” in the Old Ground contains up to 39 lairs, giving a grand total of 988 – but, through

failing to understand the numbering system, Deceased Online has managed to squeeze

these into just 38 “graves”, with an average of 25 bodies supposedly in each.

Among the FAQs on the Deceased Online website is the following:

Why do other deceased in a grave appear unrelated to the person buried there that

I’m interested in?

Other interments in a grave are most useful in finding additional members of the

family, as purchased graves can hold members of the family related directly or by

marriage. However, if the grave is un-purchased (sometimes known as a “common”

grave, or historically as a “paupers grave”) then it is unlikely that interments in the

grave will be of relatives, as these graves were used for those that couldn’t afford to

purchase exclusive burial rights …

… if a grave contains a large number of interments, and/or if the family names of the

deceased are all different, then it is probably un-purchased.

This may on occasion be a valid explanation for unexpected names appearing in a burial

record, but at Fraserburgh Kirkton Old Ground the apparent multi-occupancy of the graves

is unfortunately down to a major failure in Deceased Online’s indexing.

mis@anesfhs.org.uk Gavin Bell No. 4085

ANESFHS Annual General Meeting, 2pm, 19
th

 March 2022

The Society’s AGM will be held online, following the successful format used in 2020

and 2021.  Later in February, registration will open via the Events tab on our website.

Society members are welcome to join in the AGM at 2pm, or attend the talk afterwards

at 3pm – or both.



Page 24 Aberdeen & NE Scotland FHS November 2021

Memories of Aberdeen University, 1918

My mother, Henrietta Mackenzie, was born in 1899 in Sheshader, a village on the Eye

peninsula that juts out into the Minch to the east of Stornoway, Isle of Lewis. The family

were crofters, and she was the eldest, with four sisters and three brothers. She lived a long

life and never lost her love of the island, visiting often.  In her final decade, she compiled a

journal of her experiences throughout six monarchs’ reigns.

These are some excerpts from her recollections of Aberdeen University. She was one of

the first girls from rural Lewis to attend university. I have tried to précis some of the

original, omitting most of the staff names.  In 1925, Henrietta married my father, James A.

Garden, whose portrait of his father Edward is in the Aberdeen Art Gallery collection.

Now I was going to university.  I had never been out of the island, seen a train or bright city
lights, but excitedly boarded the steamer in autumn 1918.  I was terribly seasick (a lifelong
affliction) but fine, and very hungry the minute I stood on dry land!

In Kyle of Lochalsh, a relation serving in the Canadian forces took me for breakfast and to the
train but did not sit with us.  Why – we were third class, but officers travelled first.

Across Scotland we trundled until late evening.  Aberdeen, Union Street a fairyland of
lights, mysterious, unbridled carriages (tramcars) – “Arabian Nights” had left the story books
and become fact – or so it seemed to me.

And so by horse taxi to our lodgings.  They had said they spoke English, but this woman spoke
neither the English of my school nor of Stornoway itself.  Two of the second-year students had
to interpret for us.  Next day, we set off to the university and more confusion.  Janitors were
called sacrists, Professors we recognised, but Readers appeared to do the same job.  And the profs
were so OLD, apart from the Latin prof., who was so good-looking.  Did one look at him rather
than the book? – or even listen? – he was so boring!  It was in his class on November 11th that
bells rang out with shouts, “the war is over!”, and we all rushed out into the city celebrations.

The temporary maths prof. was, rumour had it, a discard from Oxford (so many of the teaching
staff were absent or died serving in the war).  Sometimes he turned up, sometimes he didn’t.
Sometimes he turned up too drunk to come down to first-year level, and ranted on while we
scribbled on, our Swan fountain pens in hot pursuit.  We optimistically hoped to perhaps unravel
it in the peace of our lodgings.  Then he would suddenly announce, “don’t worry about that, you
would not be asked that in first year”.

The Logic professor had no time for female students, but there we were and he had to put up
with us.  One girl, beautiful as Venus, who, I think, attended merely to fill in time, was very
unpunctual.  On her way to her seat, “Bootsie”, as we called him, would address her back: “This
class begins at 10am, and anyone who does not find it convenient had better stay away; they
will not be missed”.  But Ethel just sat down, oblivious in her beauty at that early hour.

Then there was Natural Philosophy.  Could he have been as old as we assumed?  He taught in
Marischal but lived in Old Aberdeen, and one of the stories that went around was that if he
stepped off the pavement with one foot he’d carry on that way all the way home.  He was so
forgetful that his readers had to be ready next door.  Whenever he forgot what he meant to say
next, he would ping his desk bell, and one would appear to help him over the hurdle of his
cluttered desk – a plethora of objects to illustrate various lectures.  The boys who had returned
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from the forces were, shall we say, restless, and sometimes we could not hear Charlie above a
chorus of “Mademoiselle d’Armentières” from the benches.

It was in this class that I was befriended by Mabel, a very attractive fellow student.  Why me?
Then I saw the light.  I was friendly with the few Highlanders, mainly officers still good-looking
in their uniforms, and these were the circles she hoped to move in.  I certainly did not realise that
that fun-loving student would one day become Lesley Storm, author and playwright of London
theatre successes such as “Black Chiffon”.

In our midst we also had George Rowntree Harvey, a brilliant English scholar who, according to
report, received no grant, worked for a newspaper at night, attended classes by day and in the
evenings sang in concerts and pubs.  He was a heart-throb, but so humble with all his talents.

Another future celebrity was Eric Linklater from Orkney and a fellow islander in our group.
His fame came early with his first book, “Juan in America”, which shocked our simple minds
somewhat, but he remained the same “Linkie” to us.

Zoology next, and what a contrast in every sense.  J. A. Thomson, later Sir, was professor, and
there can never have been one superior to him.  His voice was thin and easy, and his students
mostly those who caused uproar in other classes – but never a murmur here.  He made his subject
so interesting, but there must have been something more – his unique personality perhaps.  He
sent us on excursions to places such as a nearby beach.  There, one wag put a metal object
resembling a crustacean in the tin.  Back in the classroom, the prof. was classifying each object:
“A … B … and this, and this is a piece of impertinence …” – and, quite unperturbed, he
continued.  One listened so easily it did not seem like work.

I have not even mentioned English, a MUST for an M.A. degree.  I should have been doing a
B.Sc., as such gifts as I had certainly lay in mathematics, but, at that time, no girl from my
school did a B.Sc.; that was a male preserve.  So, dear me, English and, for me, an acquired
language.  Now I met the professor.  Tall, with the strangest colour of hair, somewhere between
pink and red, and pale eyes.  His approach was simple and he seemed such a kind man, easily
given to tears.  He had a keen interest in Cowper, and, at the mere mention of the name, tears
would stream down his face.

On we blundered through Anglo-Saxon, trying to keep on the level.  His assistant, a woman, was
fairly young, attractive and rather grand.  Her interest in the Holy Grail was total.  Maybe it
was the way she pronounced “Holy Grail”, very “posh”, that remained with me, rather than the
content of her lectures.

Then I simply had to study my own language, Celtic.  The lecturer was a well-known philologist
and, most of the time, well above our heads.  It helped that Gaelic was my mother tongue.  Even
Irish was not too difficult as long as it stayed on the page.  The problem arose with spoken
words.  I was the only girl in the class of ex-servicemen who assumed, but were soon
disillusioned, that it was easier to acquire a degree in one’s native language rather than that of
Greece or Rome.  We did not have any practice in essay-writing before the exam, but there it was
(no choice): “Follow the parallel between the learning in the monasteries and Irish politics”.  Bad
enough to tackle that in English – but politics in Gaelic.

Looking back, I notice I have omitted Botany.  Strange, because it was a first-year subject – or
was it?  The class was at 8am!  One of my friends (ex-service and used to hardships) kindly called
for me every morning.  So I did attend, but, if ever there was an “off-putting” person, it was the
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poor professor.  He was over six feet tall, the classroom underground in that “whited sepulchre”
that was Marischal then.  If you wanted to retain your vision of “Marble halls and gleaming
spires”, enter NOT.  The classroom was in darkness to give full value to the slides.  The prof.
entered from the anteroom wielding a pointer much longer than his height.  The chant, perfectly
synchronised to his approach, broke out – “Toreador …” – army version.  He completely lost his
cool and proceeded to hurl horrible abuse at these servicemen, many already maimed and mentally
injured by the war.  This completely killed my interest in botany apart from still loving flowers.

Having now collected the seven subject certificates for my degree,
I thought I would indulge myself.  I embarked on the study of my
favourite field, geology.  From my earliest days, I was fascinated
by the rocks and pebbles of Sheshader Bay and spent long hours
among them.  This professor was a delightful and very jolly man,
Dr Gibb.  The joy of discovering the origins of our landscapes,
making slides and the wonders revealed by our microscopes.  The
whole course left me speechless.

I was a strange creature who enjoyed exams – as long as they
were written – but terror engulfed me when faced with an oral.
In I crept to face a table of specimens, the prof. and the outside
examiner.  Asked to identify the samples: “1) I don’t know … 2)
ditto …” and so on up to 5), at which point Dr Gibb
interrupted: “Just a minute – this girl comes from LEWIS and
she doesn’t recognise PEAT!”, and suggested we started again.
The spell broken, I sailed through to my certificate.

Diversions during university days

The Highland and Islands students seemed naturally drawn together, and one outing found us at
Drumnadrochit and Urquhart Castle beside Loch Ness.  Some walked, and others took a boat
across the bay.  When departure time came, we all decided to return by boat.  Where a second
(empty) boat was found I’ll never know, but there were two boats – but only one chap who
could row!  So I volunteered to take them – bravado born of ignorance, but I managed.  I had
forgotten all about it until I met one of the men, now a minister, who reminded me.  Oh, I
wasn’t all that brave – incompetent, yes – but foolhardy might be more appropriate, as the
sightings of the monster had not yet happened at that time.

Christmas 1918 was too stormy and costly to attempt getting home, so we went to relatives in
Glasgow.  Katy’s uncle, a policeman on the wharves, arranged a visit to a German submarine
which had been brought to the Clyde.  We squeezed through a hatch and down the steel ladder.
It was so claustrophobic – how could men exist in this confinement?  Running alongside was the
torpedo cradle with one still in place, silvery and innocent.  It was a sobering thought that, had
that missile found its target, another British vessel might lie at the bottom of the ocean.

Finally a sad / comic memory.  Drink problems were not uncommon – hardly surprising after the
horrors of war.  In an effort to keep one chap sober for his exams, he was locked into his room
and the key hidden.  Well, it did help until his close friends managed to respond to his pleas by
inserting a straw through the keyhole.  Happily his intake was reduced enough to achieve a pass.

annadoxford@icloud.com Anna Doxford No. 21502
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An Unexpected Heirloom

When I was young, I called my parents’ friends “Aunty Ruth” and “Uncle Dick”, as you

did then.  My father worked with Dick Barradell-Smith at Pilkington’s glass factory in St

Helens, Lancashire – and, when my father died in 1965, it was Uncle Dick who registered

the death, relieving my mother of that particular burden. In 1971, Aunty Ruth lost her

husband, also to cancer, and the two women became closer.  I can remember going to

Aunty Ruth’s with my mum, and, while the two widows talked, I was allowed to play with

whatever I liked, so long as I was quiet!  Ruth was a puppy-walker for the Guide Dogs,

and I remember well when one of the puppies chewed the head of my Sindy doll!

Ruth inherited a piece of land in the far west of British Columbia, Canada.  My mum was

sad to lose her best friend, but probably had a dream of one day travelling to visit.  When

clearing her house, Ruth allowed me to choose something

to keep. Surprisingly to both her and my mum, I picked a

writing desk.  I had played with this, pretended to write

letters, found the secret compartment, and always loved

the mahogany and brass finish.

My mum never saw her friend again, as Aunty Ruth was killed in a car crash in Canada.

Fast forward to 1985, when I married Michael Low.  Of course, I started to research his

family tree – but, once I discovered that their solid “Scottish” family had some English

blood, I was politely asked to stop.  I put my research to one side until three years ago,

when my late husband’s cousins contacted me to ask what I had found, as another distant

cousin had been in touch.  So, I began again, this time with the benefit of more years of

experience and the advantage of the Internet and Ancestry.

As I built a tree on Ancestry to help with those rogue English, hints were flying in from

the site to suggest that someone else was working on this English branch.  I contacted the

Ancestry user, and nearly fell off my chair when she replied with her correct surname of,

wait for it … Barradell-Smith!

I asked if she was related to Dick and Ruth, and she

replied: “yes, they are my husband’s parents”.  I squeaked

excitedly that I had been at her wedding, to which she

immediately replied to say no, she was a second wife!

It turns out that my mum’s best friend is related to my

children through their father!  My children’s 4 x great-

grandfather’s sister’s great-granddaughter was my “aunty”

Ruth! This makes them 3
rd

 cousins 3 x removed.  I should

like to think that my mum and her best friend are sitting

on a cloud somewhere, having a wee sherry and a cigarette

and smiling down on their joint family.

And my writing desk, which I have treasured for all these years, may well become my

family’s heirloom!  Admittedly I cannot be absolutely certain that the desk belonged to

Aunty Ruth’s family – it might have been Uncle Dick’s! However, she did give it to me,

and I will pass it on to my elder daughter, whom I named Carina Alexandra Ruth.

akahattie@hotmail.com Sally Low No. 1441
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