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Message from the Editor  

 

 
 

At the time of writing, in order to adhere to current government rules 
relating to the ongoing pandemic, I remain ‘locked in’ at home, only 
venturing out once a week for essential grocery shopping and for local 
daily exercise.  So I am indeed fortunate that my daily exercise takes me 
past the ancient church where many of my ancestors were ‘hatched, 
matched and dispatched’.  On the walk I can even glimpse the thatched 
farmhouse close to where my REEKS ancestors farmed (see the front 
cover image).  It gives me a real sense of belonging and continuity that 
these buildings survive and that I am walking in the footsteps of those 
who preceded us. 

Thanks to everyone who has submitted articles – we love to read about 
your research and your ancestors – and we welcome articles, feedback, 
or searchers requests for the Journal. You don’t need to be an 
accomplished writer, so please send your photos, queries and snippets 
of information using the following as a guide: 

 Articles should be between 500 and 2500 words.  There is no 
guarantee that submissions will be published or in any particular issue. 

 Please include your name and email address (or full postal address) as 
these can then be printed with your permission. 

 If you wish to send a photo to compliment your articles, please scan at 
400dpi if possible. 

Angie, Journal Editor 
 

 
Deadline for June 2021 edition – 15 April 2021 

 

The Editorial Team will be pleased to receive articles for inclusion in this Journal. They can be short 
or long, with or without illustrations. Ideally they should be sent by e-mail to 
<editor@dorsetfhs.org.uk>, but typed hard copy or clear, legible handwriting sent to Treetops is 
also welcome. The editors may need to edit, abridge or reject any material submitted for 
publication and cannot guarantee that an article will be included in any particular edition. 

It is the contributor’s responsibility to ensure that their submission does not infringe copyright. 
Items remain the copyright of Dorset Family History Society and the author jointly. Opinions 
expressed in articles are those of the authors and not necessarily of the Society. No material may be 
reproduced without prior written permission. 

© 2021 Dorset Family History Society and contributors, unless otherwise stated.



 

Dorset FHS – March 2021 Page 39 

Musings from the Chair  

 
 
 
“Picture This…” 
 
In these difficult times it’s always important to, in the words of Monty 
Python “look on the bright side of life” and one thing that brightens my 
outlook is that post pandemic many of us will have the nicest homes and 
gardens that we have had for a long time. The DIY stores rocketing 
profits and the empty shelves at garden centres bear testament to the 
upsurge in home and garden maintenance, but queues at recycling 
centres reflect another obsession – tidying! 
 
I have not been immune to this and, having been for many years the 
unofficial archivist for both mine and my wife’s family, have 
accumulated a large quantity of mementos, papers and photographs 
that would have been otherwise consigned to either recycling or landfill. 
 
Now I love a photo. Not so much the “look at this on my phone” type 
photo but more the “hold in the hand, foxed and faded, spotted with 
something undefinable” type photo. Sepia, monochrome or colour; 
plate, instamatic, polaroid, or SLR, or even prints from a digital camera, 
as long as I can hold them in my hand I love them all. 
 
Unfortunately, this slight obsession had led to an accumulation of a 
huge number of photos and photo albums, many of them duplicates and 
including very large number of unidentifiable landscapes, landmarks and 
events. It was time for a sort out!! and lockdown afforded us just the 
opportunity. 
 
It took a while. In fact, it took weeks, but there again we had little else 
to do as Autumn turned to Winter.  We sorted, identified, annotated 
and repacked and consigned the majority of the unidentifiable 
landscapes, landmarks and events to recycling, but we kept the people 
pictures.  Whether they be photos of family members now gone or 
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memories of a life lived they bring our family history to life like nothing 
else.    
 
Identifying a photo of my Great great-grandfather, dressed in gaiters 
and leaning on his pitchfork; receiving from a Manchester archive a 
photo of a Great-grandfather who spent much of his later life in an 
Asylum, seeing both my grandfathers as young idealists in their WW1 
uniforms; truly magic moments. 
 
Now I suspect that one of the reasons that the sorting exercise took so 
long was because of numerous detours into nostalgia but it also got me 
thinking. 
 
Photographs used to take effort to produce and had a cost attached and 
hence a keepsake quality. Do digital images captured on a smartphone 
carry the same weight? 
 
Don’t get me wrong. I am no technophobe and we have thousands of 
digital images in labelled folders backed up on multiple computers and 
in cloud storage, but when we are gone is anyone going to trawl through 
these with the same celebration of family history as we have been doing 
with our “hard copy” collection over the past months?  
 

Merve Goddard, Chairman 

 
 

Zoom Meetings - Computer 
Group 

Richard Yates 

 

The Society online meetings via Zoom have 
continued to be held with the Monthly Meeting with a speaker and 
Computer Group each month.  The Committee has taken the decision to 
continue with some online events into the future, as it is evident that 
this provides a welcome opportunity to connect with members who for 
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reasons of geography or transport are unable to join us in person. Even 
when (if) we are able to commence “real” meetings an online presence 
will be maintained.  
 
We have not taken a decision to plan a restart of Computer Group at 
Treetops, so you will need to follow the website and e-news to see 
current plans/topics.  We will also try to update you in each Journal, but 
as the deadline for submissions is very early, it is difficult to remain up 
to date. If any member has no access to the website or e-news, please 
feel free to telephone Treetops (01202 785623), leave a message for 
Sheila with your telephone number, and I will contact you with details of 
what we are planning with Computer Group. 
 
We are not charging for meetings, but we do request a donation. Details 
are always included in the invitation e-mail. 
 
There is not a set programme of Computer Group meetings beyond 
March 2021, but we plan to present most of the following during 2021. 
 
An open forum where members can ask simpler “how to” or “what does 
this mean” or “where do I find.” type questions rather than the more 
structured Brick Wall breaking approach. 
 
Bring an Ancestor. We did two meetings when we were live, where 
members were invited to give a 10-minute talk about a specific ancestor 
they have encountered. Now we have a much wider spread of members 
able to attend Computer Group, more people have the opportunity to 
share their ancestors. 
 
Family Historian. John Waters uses FH to keep his Family Trees. He will 
offer some enlightenment on the recent update. 
 
Technical Queries – One of us will attempt to answer your questions 
regarding hardware or software issues you have encountered. These 
need to reach us two weeks prior to the meeting with as much detail as 
possible. 
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Breaking down your Brick Walls. We will convene a panel to try to 
suggest ways to break down Members’ Brick Walls received in advance. 
David Gynes has agreed to host another of these if there is sufficient 
demand. 
 
I am trying to update the website as soon as dates are confirmed for the 
various topics, so keep checking on there. Alan’s e-News should also pick 
up those details twice a month. 
 
You may notice that much of the emphasis is on providing support to 
members and answering questions. Together with the new “virtual 
research centre” mentioned elsewhere, this is all part of helping you to 
be more skilled and efficient in your research and using members’ 
expertise to assist other members. This will continue to be a priority of 
the Society. 
 
We are currently recording all Computer Group meetings, which are 
available to view in the members’ area of the website. Please forgive the 
occasional amateurish offering – we are still learning. 
 
Requests for future subjects, or offers to lead an evening, are always 
welcome.  

Richard Yates, Computer Group Coordinator 

 
 

Meeting Programme and Speakers 

Sue and Pete Redfearn 

Due to the ongoing Covid challenges, we will 
continue to meet via Zoom Chat so please keep 
an eye on our Website and eNews letter for 
information on scheduled meetings. 

We will be requesting small donations if you 
enjoy the events we have organised. The details 
to donate are: visit 
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<www.dorsetfhs.org.uk/products/meeting> and select 1 or more £3 
units before adding to your Basket. If you do not have your own PayPal 
account, choose the ‘Pay by Debit or Credit Card’ option to access the 
PayPal Guest Checkout. 

 
Tuesday 16th March 2021 
"Murder, Research and Family History" by Paul Stickler  
 
Paul will present a number of historical murder investigations from the 
early part of the twentieth century. He will demonstrate how stories can 
be unravelled using primary source material found in local record offices 
and national records held by the National Archives in London, as well as 
using traditional family history sources. 
 
Paul Stickler is a retired detective turned criminologist and historian, 
and explores some of the detail behind some of the most fascinating 
cases in criminal history. His experience in murder investigations, 
coupled with his passion for history, make his presentation absorbing, 
challenging, entertaining and informative. He is a member of the Crime 
Writers' Association and had a book published regarding a bizarre 
murder investigation in 1919. 
 
Tuesday 20th April 2021 
"Searching for Dora" by Les Mitchinson  
 
Les returns to us once more with another intriguing and informative talk 
using his extensive knowledge. Les shows how searching for Dora was 
the type of puzzle we all experience in our family tree. He explains how 
falsehoods threw him off the scent and how he finally found Dora after 
more red herrings than a murder mystery! 
 
Les, after a naval career, became a professionally qualified genealogist, a 
course Tutor with the IHGS and has been appointed their Director of 
Education. He has his own business in Family History helping clients 
from around the world research their families. 
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Tuesday 18th May 2021 
"Missing Marriages" by Simon Wills  
 
Simon returns to us to hopefully help with one of the frustrating things 
in genealogy, not being able to find an ancestor's marriage. What can 
you do if there seems to be no Parish or civil record of a wedding? 
 
Simon Wills is a history journalist and genealogist and author of ten 
books. Many of you may have seen him on the November TV 
programme of Who Do You Think You Are? featuring Liz Carr (Silent 
Witness). He is an expert advisor to the programme. 

Sue and Pete Redfearn, Programme Secretary 
    

 
 

Meetings in Retrospect 
Angie Parker-Harris 

17th November 2020 
Annual General Meeting followed by a virtual Quiz 
 

This was the first AGM held via 
Zoom, and thankfully all went 
well.  You will find the updated 
list of Executive Committee and 
Committee Members towards 
the back of this Journal.  
Minutes of the AGM are 
published in the Member’s area 

of the Website. 
 
The virtual quiz was also a success, making all attendees think hard on 
their knowledge of Poole and Dorset in the past.  Thanks to all who 
organised this event.  We are sure the prize winners were delighted with 
their awards. 
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15th December 2020 
“The New Forest National Park” – Steve Roberts 
 
We all know about the famous New Forest ponies that inhabit this 
special area, but there is so much more to the New Forest than its flora 
and fauna.  Steve Roberts took us on an entertaining tour of the New 
Forest, looking in detail at its history from the Saxons to the present day, 
plus some of the quirky, lesser-known tales that have helped to make it 
the place it is. Steve also explained the story of today’s National Park 
Authority and its responsibilities within the forest. 
 
Did you know there is a New 
Forest dialect?  We learned a 
little of this unique subject 
including fascinating folklore.  
Also the New Forest was the 
only forest described in 
detail in the Domesday Book. 

 
 
 
19th January 2021 
"Mixing DNA Results with a Paper Trail" by Dr. Penny Walters  
 

 Penny provided an 
entertaining and very helpful 
overview of how she has used 
DNA results of herself and 
family members to help with 
her own research, and how 
that knowledge could help 
other family historians. 

 
She outlined who in our families to ‘usefully’ DNA test and the main 
providers of DNA kits, and how they work, their advantages and 
disadvantages plus how to upload DNA test results received from one 
company with other sites to learn even more. 
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Penny explained how to use a consanguinity relationship chart, and how 
contacting potential relations on Ancestry etc. can help to enhance our 
research with collaboration.  Above all, she reminded us to be open-
minded with possibilities resulting from our research, as DNA passed 
down from one generation to the next etc. is randomly shared.  This 
certainly explains why some of us look just like our forebears, and 
others nothing like them.  
 
One pertinent reminder for us all was Penny’s explanation of the need 
to remember that what we learn from DNA results may be at the 
expense of someone’s privacy, especially in the case of researching 
adoptees. 

 
 

250 Years of a Dorset Family of Kings  
John M Annear 

Phyllis Elizabeth Mary PEREIRA (nee KING) died 17th October 2016 five 
days short of becoming 100 years of age. She was godmother of the 
author of this article, and sole first cousin to his late mother Doreen 
ANNEAR (nee King).  On our once or twice yearly family visits to her, 
Aunt Phyll used to declare: “I be Dorzet born and bred; strong in the arm 
and soft in the head” - “I be a varmer’s daughter”, for she was indeed 
proud to be a daughter of Dorset.  That said, Phyll’s distant ancestors 
probably migrated from Norfolk in the mid-18th century; Phyll spent 
little more than half of her life in the county; she trained and for the 
most part worked elsewhere as a schoolteacher; and her well-
manicured hands were not those of an agriculturalist even if in her later 
years they handled her oft-winning horticultural entries at the annual 
Bradford Abbas village fete.   
 
Phyllis King was born 22nd 
October 1916 at East 
Pulham Manor Farm where 
she lived as the only child of 
George William Otis King 
and Isabel Marjorie Maud 
FIELD. They lived with 
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paternal grandparents James Robert King junior and Elizabeth (nee 
MITCHELL), tenant dairy farmers from 1894 to 1933.  Every summer 
during school holiday months they hosted George’s eldest and only 
surviving brother, John Joseph Thomas King with his wife Hilda May King 
(nee JENKINS) and their only child Doreen Hilda King, from South Wales. 
Whenever ‘the volks from Cardiff’ visited ‘the best china was brought 
out’, pony and trap were mobilised, and on Sundays visits made to 
picnic on Bulbarrow Hill.  
 
During the 1920s and early 30s Phyll, attended as a weekly boarder at St 
Anthony’s Convent in Sherborne, conveyed to and from by pony and 
trap.  At age 21 she entered Teacher Training College of Sarum St 
Michael, located at King’s House in the Cathedral Close in Salisbury, 
from where she qualified before September 1939. During World War II 
Phyll taught at Bovington Army Camp, home base of the Royal Tank 
Corps and also at Maud Road School in Dorchester, and at a local 
Sunday School. At this time, she met Army Sergeant Ronald John 
Pereira, born 4th April 1915, son of a head teacher at St Albans, 
Hertfordshire. They married on 24th June 1944 at Verwood 
Congregational and following Ron’s post-war demobilisation he and 
Phyll, whom he always called ‘Mary’, moved to Chiswell Green near St 
Albans, Hertfordshire, where Phyll taught at a primary school and Ron 
was craft, woodwork, and metalwork teacher at a secondary school; 
their daughter was born in June 1949. There they remained until Ron 
died in 1989; soon after which Phyll returned to her beloved Dorset, 
residing at Bradford Abbas until 2009. Then at age 92 she entered St 
John’s Alms houses adjacent to Sherborne Minster; and in 2014 to 
Berehill Nursing Home in Whitchurch, Hampshire, so as to be closer to 
her daughter and son-in-law. At Berehill, Phyll remained until her death. 
On 3rd November 2016 her Funeral and Memorial Service was filled to 
capacity at St James the Less church in Litchfield, Hampshire, and 
following Cremation her ashes were scattered within the boundary of 
her parents’ grave in the churchyard at Pulham, Dorset.   
 
Whereas Phyll was of a sixth generation of Kings remembered and 
traceable in Dorset records, prior to that the records turn cold. There 
are several other King families in Dorset, the surname supposedly 
derived from Old English ‘cyning’ or tribal leader. Nonetheless there 
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exists a link to suggest that during the mid-18th century the Kings of 
whom we write may have migrated from North Norfolk. The clue lies 
within a Will dated 17th January 1789, and preceding letter of 18th June 
1785, from Richard King of Wood Norton, Norfolk addressed to his ‘Dear 
Nephew’, James King of Milborne St Andrew, Dorset. James King, 
presumed son of the above Robert King junior was born about 1747. 
 

Thus the last of the above King family of Dorset passed away some 250 
years after being first recorded in that County. The author has explored 
the corresponding areas of Dorset with his family and on many 
occasions subsequently for, as was the case with my King forbears, 
‘Dorset is in my head’.   
 

Note from your Editor: this item is an extract from a much more detailed 
and informative article sent in by the author.  Should anyone be 
interested and want to see the full article, please send me an email. 
 

 

Virtual Research via Zoom/Telephone 
Debbie Winter 

 

DFHS are pleased to announce the opportunity for you to discuss your 
research and seek some assistance from one of our research volunteers 
by either Zoom or telephone.  While we continue to live under Covid-19 
restrictions, Treetops research centre has remained closed.   Our 
volunteers, working from home, will be able to discuss your research 
with you and use our digital resources to help you move forward. 
 
Zoom or telephone sessions, lasting up to a maximum of 1 hour are 
offered on a 1 to 1 basis. 

 
To take part:   Book your Zoom chat or telephone call in advance by 
using the Email form on Contact Us and choosing Enquiries from the 
dropdown list.  A fee of £3 per session is payable via our online shop. 
This facility will stay in place until Government guidelines allow us to 
open Treetops safely to welcome you back in person. 
 

Please note that this is not a replacement for our research service. 
 

Debbie Winter, Librarian 
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Surname Interests 
Alan Mead 

 To help connect Society 

Members who may be 

researching the same ancestor, 

Dorset FHS maintains a 

database of Surname Interests, 

which can be searched on the 

Society’s website. These are 

also included in the database of 

surnames being researched by 

members of other Family History Societies on the Family History 

Federation’s website <https://www.familyhistoryfederation.com/>. 

 

The following Surnames have been registered since the last Journal. 

Member  
No. Surname   Place   County   Dates 

5257 BOWDITCH Hawkchurch DOR All 

5170 CHINN Corfe Castle DOR 1770-1830 

5170 CHINN All DOR 1770-1830 

5274 CURTIS Dorchester DOR Pre-1800 

5170 CUTLER Corfe Castle DOR 1700-1900 

5170 DOWDALL Corfe Castle DOR pre 1800 

5170 DOWDELL Corfe Castle DOR pre 1800 

5271 FRAMPTON Bridport DOR 1800 - 1900 

5271 FRAMPTON Melbury-Sampford DOR 1700 - 1800 

5271 FRAMPTON Melbury-Osmond DOR 1700 - 1800 

5271 FRAMPTON Bradford Peverell DOR 1700 - 1800 

5274 FULFORD Dundsford DEV Pre-1700 

5257 HONEYBUN Loders DOR All 

5274 JEWELL Any DOR Pre-1700 

5274 JEWELL Any DEV Pre-1700 

5274 JUELL Any DEV Pre-1700 
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5274 JUELL Any DOR Pre-1700 

5261 LANE Sixpenny Handley DOR All 

5257 LOVING Hawkchurch DOR All 

5257 LOVING Guernsey CHI 1800+ 

5261 NEW Sixpenny Handley DOR All 

5274 OLD Dorchester DOR Pre-1800 

5274 OLDE Dorchester DOR Pre-1800 

5274 PITFIELD Any DOR Pre-1900 

5259 SAMWAYS W Lulworth DOR pre 1844 

5257 SAMWAYS Loders DOR All 

5274 SCARD Cerne Abbas DOR Pre-1900 

5170 SERRELL Corfe Castle DOR pre 1730 

5259 STILES W Lulworth DOR pre 1844 

5259 VYE W Lulworth DOR pre 1844 

5170 WELCH Corfe Castle DOR pre 1830 

 

Contact details are not printed here, or included in the online database, 

but instructions on how these can be obtained are on the Society 

Website’s Surname Interests page. Members can also check which 

Surnames they have registered by entering their Membership number in 

the Search box on that page. 

Members can register, or update, their Interests by completing a 

Surname Interests form, available in the Members’ Area. New details 

will be added to, or replace any already registered in, the database and 

published in the next Journal. Minor changes, such as revised place or 

dates, will be updated in the database but not published in the Journal. 

Interests of those who do not renew their membership will be deleted 

from the database. 

Members without Internet access should write to Treetops. 

Alan Mead, Surname Interests 
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Letters to the Editor 
 

 

Dear Editor, 
 
I would appreciate your readers help to identify the people in this 
photograph.  The photo was taken in 1938 during my parents’ 
honeymoon in Dorset. My mother is on the left of the photo but I have 
no idea who the other people are. 

 
I think my parents spent their honeymoon in or near Chideock, on a 
farm run by the SEARLE family. I have photos of them with Alice and 
Henry Searle.  My mother’s grandmother was Emma HOLT (1857 
Charmouth - 1937 Gosport) who married James LACY in Parkstone in 
1882 (I know that none of these people are Lacys). Emma was one of 
eleven children and her sisters married into the Searle, GAPPER, LEGG, 
HODDER, HAWKER, TRIM and CHARLES families so the people in the 
photo may be from any of them. 
 
I realise that this is a very long shot but it would be wonderful if any of 
your members could name any of these people. 
 
Regards, Angela Caldwell <caldwell61@internode.on.net> 
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Dear Editor, 
 
The IBCC (International Bomber Command Centre) at Lincoln are looking 
for help to add biographical details to their database. They are wanting 
local groups, societies etc. to research lost airmen and women from 
their area. I wondered if the society would be interested in putting some 
'meat on the bones'.  My uncle is on their database but I will be looking 
to see if I can add more about him. 
 
Contact email for more information: <losses@internationalbcc.co.uk> 
 
Regards, 
Jan Spink 
 
 
 
Dear Editor, 
 
Hi, I am researching my maternal line which has strong links to Dorset. 
 
My Maternal Grandmother, Agnes Dorothy, maiden name NASH was 
born in Melcombe Regis in 1900. Her family lived at 45 Brownlow Street 
at the time and she had 6 siblings. 
 
She married Edgar Percy HORNER in 1923 and they lived for some time 
in Weymouth. 
 
My mother, Dorothy Peggy Horner was born in Weymouth in 1925 as 
were her two sisters. 
 
If any of your members have an interest in the Horner or Nash families 
or have collateral information about my relatives, please get in touch.  
 
Kind Regards, Stuart Stoter 
<stuart_stoter@hotmail.com> 
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The Milton Abbas Martyrs 
Pamela Phillips, Chair Milton Abbas Local History Group 

 

A Milton Abbas Local History Group member 

has discovered that in 1803 six men from 

Milton Abbas were charged under the 

Combination Act of 1800, for conspiring with 

others to increase wages.  Their names and 

sentences are given in the Dorchester Gaol 

Prisoners in Custody registers for March 1803.  These documents are in 

Dorset History Centre and available on Ancestry.  The men were 

convicted by the notorious James FRAMPTON, the very man who thirty 

years later convicted the Tolpuddle Martyrs. 

We believe that this event is of national importance and the whole affair 

should be much more widely known. We have already been in touch 

with the TUC, the Martyrs Museum and Shire Hall Justice Museum who 

have all expressed their interest. 

We would love the Dorset Family History Society and its members to 

help us research these important people, they may be part of your 

family tree. They were early pioneers, victims of oppressive laws and 

their story should be as well-known as the Tolpuddle Martyrs.  It is 

astonishing that so little is known of the Combination Acts and the 

people convicted under them.  We can find no books or research on 

them. 

The victims, all from Milton Abbas are: 

William Vatcher 1753-1818 

John Bennett, alias Vatcher 1775? – ? 

James Vatcher 1774 – 1816 

John Chaffey 1774-1855  
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John Scott 1764-1837 

Charles Best 1733-1825 

 

We have been given some family trees so that we know that some of 

these men were linked by marriages. Wouldn't it be great if we could 

reconstitute the families?  Would Wikitree or FamilySearch Family Tree 

work for this? 

We would also like to know more about the magistrate who sentenced 

these men:  

James Frampton 1769-1855 

Please get in touch via our website  

<https://miltonabbashistorygroup.com> if you know of these men, or 

would like to research their lives.  We already have a wonderful 

resource with transcriptions of Overseers of the Poor Accounts, 

Churchwarden Accounts and all other 18th century documents digitized 

for easy searching. 

If you are a descendant of one of these men, then you have a family 

history to be proud of.  

 

 

Dorset in the News 
Howard Lambert 

 

The Hull Packet   2 December 1800 

A Matriarch 

At a village near Shaftesbury in Dorset, a respectable matron resides, 
aged 90, who is mother, grandmother, great and great great 
grandmother to upwards of three hundred children, whose ages, added 
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to hers, mount to upwards of 5,600 years, and what is more remarkable, 
there are not more than twenty of her posterity reside at more than 
four miles distant from the house her own children were born in, the 
greater part of whom live in one manor, and milk upwards of 1,000 
cows. Till within these few years she resided on the same farm where all 
her children were born (and one of her sons still occupies it) and made 
it a constant rule to dine all her sons and sons-in-law, daughters 
and daughters-in-law on Old Christmas Day; and the day after to have 
all the grandchildren, great grandchildren, &c. 

 

The Leeds Mercury   16 April 1803 

Terrible Affair at Weymouth 
 

A terrible affair happened on Saturday sennight at Weymouth. A 
pressgang from a frigate, lying at Portland Roads, consisting of the 
Captain and his Lieutenant, with the Lieutenant of Marines and 27 
marines, and about as many sailors, came on shore at Portland Castle, 
and proceeded to the first village, called Chesselton. They impressed 
Henry WIGGOT and Richard WAY, without any interruption whatever; 
the people of the island took the alarm and fled to the village of Easin, 
which is situated about the centre of the island, where the people made 
a stand at the pond. The gang came up and the Captain took a man by 
the collar. The man pulled back, at which the Captain fired his pistol, at 
which signal the Lieutenant of Marines ordered his men to fire, which 
being done, three men fell dead, being all shot through the head, viz. 
Richard FLANN, aged 42 years; A. ANDREWS, 47 years; and William 
LANO, 26 years, all married men, two of them quarry-men, and one a 
blacksmith. One man was shot through the thigh, and a young woman 
through the back; the ball is still in her body, and but little hopes are 
entertained of her recovery. Poor Lano, the blacksmith, was at his shop 
door, and there fell dead. An inquisition has been held, and a verdict 
given of Wilful Murder against the whole, leaving the law to discriminate 
the ringleaders. 
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Christening Gown 
Sheila Hillier 

 

I was interested to read the Editor’s Chair (September 2020 Journal) by 
Angie of her family’s christening gown and its history. I too still possess 
my family’s christening gown which has an even longer history. 

 

The gown was made over 150 years ago by Tabitha SLADE, my great 
grandmother, for at least one of her children’s christenings and has 
subsequently been worn by a further four generations of my family. 
Tabitha’s eldest daughter Eliza KEOWN (nee Slade) (my grandmother) 
wore the gown for her christening in 1867, and 127 years later in 1994 
my granddaughter Imogen wore it at her ceremony.  

Over the 150 years I have traced the gown as having been worn on at 
least nine occasions, very likely 14 and possibly as many as 17 times. 
Tabitha Slade, my great grandmother, had nine children (six boys and 
three girls) and we know at least one, my grandmother (Eliza Keown), 
wore the gown.  It is very likely that several of Eliza’s siblings would also 
have worn the gown though we have no definite record.       

The christening ceremonies have been held in at least seven different 
churches straddling four counties: Buckinghamshire, Dorset, Hampshire 
and Surrey.  Eight of the ceremonies were Protestant and one Catholic.  

Since Tabitha made the gown it has undergone an alteration. Long 
sleeves were added to the bodice for my christening in 1931.         

To support this unique family history, we have photographs of eight of 
the nine babies wearing the gown (the first and last are shown here). 

The chart illustrates the five generations of my family who have worn 
the gown, their year of birth and the church where the ceremony was 
held.   
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Note from your Editor: Do you have a family heirloom that predates this 
gorgeous Christening Gown?  If so, please email details to me at 
<editor@dorsetfhs.org.uk> 
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My Old Sea Captain 
June Clist 

 
For a number of years, I could not find out any information as to what 
had happened to Samuel, the younger brother of my ancestor Henry 
CLEALL (1791-1866), who had been christened at the church of St James 
in Poole on the 27th March 1799, the sons of Henry and Mary (nee 
DEWEY).  I then came to the conclusion that he had probably gone to 
sea as I could not find him in any census and that he had married. 
 

Following this thought I was delighted to 
unearth some crew lists showing that he 
had sailed many times in merchant ships 
on voyages back and forth to 
Newfoundland over the years eventually 
rising to the rank of Master.  For 
example, in May 1846 he sailed the 
‘Mary Ann’ from St John, Newfoundland 
with his crew of Mate John AIDE local 
man) Henry BEVAN, George NICHOLLS, 
Richard AULD, Francis MITCHELL, James 

BUNN (or BROWN) and George MACKING to Oporto, Portugal.  He 
arrived on the 30th May and left again for Newfoundland around the 16th 
June.  He was not to return to Poole again until November 1848. 
 
The following February he sailed from Greenock, Strathclyde, Scotland 
as Master on the 146 ton ‘Rosina’ back to Newfoundland.  He returned 
to Greenock in March 1851 and was lodging there at the time of the 
1851 Census and was given as being unmarried. 
 

It was also in this month on the 31st March that he was awarded his 
Master’s Certificate in recognition of his 39 years’ service in the 
Merchant Navy which reveals that he had gone to sea at the tender age 
of 12 years.  Only a few years later examinations had to be taken to 
achieve this goal.  During his long career Samuel had always been 
involved in the Newfoundland trade and certainly latterly spent more 
and more time working out of its ports, in between times perhaps also 
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helping to cure fish on the purposely erected stages as well as on the 
shore.   

 

 

 

There would appear to be no doubt that life over the years for Samuel 
Cleall had been very arduous and harsh, working as he must have done 
many times in grim, severe weather and often hostile conditions, both 
when on board ship or when on the shore.  He died on the 27th October 
1855 aged 56 years and the cause on his Death Certificate was given by 
the Coroner as by ‘Visitation of God’! It transpires that he had gone into 
the Crown Inn, Market Street, where just minutes after he had ordered 
his drink he collapsed and passed away according to a report on the 
Inquest into his death in the Dorset County Chronicle of the 8th 
November 1855.  Evidence was given that he had suffered for some 
years from an internal disease no doubt contributed to by often drinking 
the very potent seamen’s rum of those days! It is quite possible that he 
had been staying with his surviving sister Mary REDMOND (nee Cleall) 
for she it was who provided this latter information.  

The moral of this tale may well be ‘If you don’t at first succeed try, try 
again!’ 
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Walking the Waterman Way 
John Greenaway 

 
In the centre of Broadstone, Poole there 
is an insignificant narrow tree lined 
footpath which links into the better 
known Castleman Trailway along the 
course of the disused railway line.  No 
more than 75 yards long it is surprisingly 

honoured with well-maintained road signs at each end. 
 
I often wonder about the origin of road names in neighbourhoods and 
many give a way in to the history of a local family.  In the 19th century 
one of my great grandfathers was a well-known builder in the Black 
Country area of the Midlands and his local council wanted to name a 
street near his home in his honour.  He was having none of this so they 
named it Occupation Street instead.  Nearby is Lawley Street named 
after the family of Sue the BBC broadcaster. 
 
My interest in the WATERMAN family was sparked by a few pages about 
Broadstone in a book published in 1899, an account of Congregational 
Churches in Dorset from their inception.  A small chapel was built on 
Higher Blandford Road in the 1850s at a cost of £50 on land given by the 
Waterman family.  It became known as Waterman’s chapel to 
distinguish it from French’s chapel of the local Methodists.  It appears 
the family had links with the Skinner Street church in Poole and they 
owned nearby Brookdale Farm, then known as “Broadstone.” 
 
 William and James Waterman were the sons of James and Jane (nee 
COX) who had a grocery business in Poole.  The brothers were living in 
Ringwood Road, Longfleet in 1851 but had inherited the land in 
Broadstone after their father’s death in 1834 when they were young 
children.  
 
The 2 brothers married 2 sisters from Crewkerne, Somerset in the 
1850s.  James, the younger brother, married Mary Ann HODGE in 1851 
and William married Anne Hodge in 1855.   James and Mary Ann settled 
in Poole and were blessed with 4 sons and 4 daughters. 
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 By 1861 William, now an ironmonger, and Anne were living in Poole 
with a son William Edward born in 1856.  A further son Frank Hodge 
came along in 1862.  The next 3 censuses record the family living at 
Brookdale Farm in Broadstone, William senior is recorded as having 
been a merchant and farmer, then a rag and bone merchant and finally 
a Newfoundland merchant with his son William.  William senior died 
aged 71 in 1898 after a very varied life. 
 
Son William also had a fascinating life.   In 1906 at the age of 49 he 
married Daisy ALDRIDGE who was over 20 years younger and over the 
course of 10 years she gave birth to a daughter followed by 6 sons.  He 
had been a banker’s clerk and a coal merchant as well as being involved 
with the Newfoundland trade with his father.  By 1911 he had taken 
over Brookdale Farm following his mother’s death.  In 1939 William and 
Daisy were still at the farm, William now a magistrate and local 
councillor while one of their sons William was running the dairy 
business.  Both William and Daisy died during wartime in the 1940s and 
the younger William must have kept the farm going for many more 
years until the land was developed for housing.  Some of the 
outbuildings were later adapted for a small scale housing development 
in the 1990s. 
 

As for the chapel, it was replaced by a 
much larger building down the road in 
1928, now known as Broadstone United 
Reformed Church.  The old chapel building 
has since been used as a workshop and by 
Broadstone Scouts.  Pictured here, it has 
now reverted to a place of worship as a 
Christadelphian Church. 
 

Well for me walking the Waterman way has been a fascinating exercise 
during lockdown.  I learned a lot about the history of a local family and 
the research has made me delve deeper into my local area.  Finally, to 
bring the story into the 21st century, a block of retirement apartments 
just across the road from Waterman Way was opened in 2018 and 
named “Waterman House”. 
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Ann Capon 1938-2021 

 

Ann was a trusted, committed and loyal member of DFHS and her death 
came as a huge shock to us all. 

 

Born in Christchurch, Ann was a teacher by profession, and only 
recently, in March 2020, she received her Honorary B.Ed Degree, in 
recognition of her years in teaching.  

 

Ann joined the Society in 1990 and was very much a part of the team 
that keeps the Society running smoothly, starting out as a committee 
member in 1999 and taking on the role of sales coordinator in 2000. In 
2008 this was amalgamated with the book sales, and she continued in 
this role until 2020 when she stepped down to make more time for her 
own research.  Her post involved a great deal of work, reviewing books, 
ordering stock, dealing with orders and posting them to customers, 
whilst keeping the spreadsheets and catalogue up to date. She also 
attended fairs and events, far and wide, including our own Family 
History Days and monthly meetings, transporting a vast array of stock to 
sell to members and non-members alike. 

 

This dedication to her job has not been forgotten and we appreciate her 
commitment and work ethic she showed throughout. She made a big 
contribution to the Society for which we are truly grateful. 

 

Apart from her role in DFHS, Ann had other interests which she enjoyed. 
She was an ardent fan of Bournemouth Football Club, holding a season 
ticket and attending many matches, rain or shine. This was an important 
part of her social calendar and often the top priority!  She was also a 
supporter of Bournemouth Symphony Orchestra and enjoyed their 
concerts on a regular basis. 

 

We will miss Ann very much and send our condolences to her family at 
this very sad time.  
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Books that may interest you 
June Taylor – Sales Co-ordinator 

 

 
 
Bournemouth in 50 Buildings by Paul Rabbitts & Liz Gordon.  Amberley 
Press £14.99 

Whilst not a history of Bournemouth, this book 
through a fascinating and diverse collection of 
buildings tells the story of the Town’s 
development. The buildings range from the 
modest to the very grand in various architectural 
styles dating from 1788 to 2015.  Included are 
churches, hotels, inns, houses, cinemas, and 
educational establishments with the history of the 
occupants and uses to which each building has 
been put over the years. All are pictured some 

twice, before and now.  This book should be of interest to both old and 
new residents and visitors to the town. 
 
 
Dorset by Andrew Jackson.  Amberley Press £14.99 
This book has more pictures than text. Many of 
them are unique, previously unpublished images 
from the archives of Historic England.  Subjects 
covered include - the Jurassic coast, Hill Forts 
and Castles, battles fought in Dorset, Industry 
and many famous figures connected to Dorset 
including of course Thomas Hardy.  There are 
many items of interest both for those new to 
Dorset and those who believe they know it’s 
history. 
 
Both these books are available from the Sales area of our web site. 

June Taylor, Sales Co-ordinator 
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Frederick Wheatcroft and the Defence of the 
Empire 

Merve Goddard 

Part 1 – A Soldier of the Queen 
 

Frederick WHEATCROFT, my Great Grandfather, was born to Thomas 
and Mary Wheatcroft (nee CAMPBELL) on the 16th of February 1864 at 
No. 1 Summer Hill, Derby. In the 1871 census we find Fred with his 
father Thomas (occupation Cab Driver), mother Mary, and siblings 
Thomas (occupation Labourer), Mary Anne (occupation Silk Winder), 
Harry, John William, Frank, Ann and Alfred at 11 Court Victoria 
Street, Derby, but by the next census in April 1881, Frederick has left 
home and is registered as a Boy Soldier at the New Infantry Barracks, 
Fulford Road, York. Between these two dates his family moved to 
Manchester and it must have been tough for young Fred as, for part of 
that time we find him not at home, but resident in the Chorley Union 
Workhouse.  
 
He is quoted in the 1881 census as being of “age 18” but this is clearly 
not the case as he would have only just turned 17 in February of that 
year. Clearly he was in a hurry to serve his country as the Regimental 
Pay Books of the 14th West Yorkshire Regiment of Foot has Pt 3072/3042 
Frederick Wheatcroft with the regiment from October 1880…when he 
would have only been a few months over 16 years of age! 

From “A History of the County of York: The City of York” (Victoria County 
History 1961 ed. P.M. Tillott) we learn that the New Infantry Road 
Barracks were completed in 1881 and from that point housed “an 
infantry battalion stationed in the area, and occupying the south side of 
the barracks, and the depot of the 14thRegimental District of the West 
Yorkshire Regiment, occupying the north side.” This ties in nicely with 
the next part of Frederick’s Army record which has him transferring 
from the 14th Foot to become Pt 2545 Frederick Wheatcroft of the York 
and Lancaster Regiment; “From 6th Bgd Depot 14th May 1881” according 
to the Y&L Pay books.  
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I have no photographs of Fred as a 
young man but this picture of a private 
in the uniform of the York and Lancaster 
regiment gives us a pretty good idea of 
what the young soldier must have 
looked like. 

Also according to the Pay Books Fred 
served with the 2nd Bn, 84th Foot, York 
and Lancaster Regiment until 31st 
December 1884.  It is likely that he spent 
his first 16 months with the regiment in 
Ireland where they had been as a peace-
keeping force since mid-1879. However, 
on 22nd July 1882 all this changed as the 
regiment was placed under orders for 

“Foreign Service”. These orders became reality on the 5th August 1882 as 
the battalion shipped out from Kingstown on the SS Nevada, bound for 
Alexandria in Egypt, to help quell the insurrection that was threatening 
Britain’s stake in the Suez Canal.  

The following account of that expedition is well detailed in “The York 
and Lancaster Regiment 1758-1919”, by Colonel H.C. WYLLY (courtesy of 
the Clifton Park Museum, Rotherham), and in “Tel El-Kebir 1882 – 
Wolseley’s Conquest of Egypt” by Donald FEATHERSTONE (Osprey 
Publishing). Quoting direct from Wylly (who in turn quotes from the 
official army records) we can learn the background to this conflict – 
called by some “Victoria’s Falkland’s” 

“By the middle of May, 1882, a series of military demonstrations had 
placed Arabi Pasha, a colonel of the Egyptian Army, in virtual possession 
of the executive power in Egypt, Tewfik, Khedive of Egypt, retaining little 
more than the title. In view of the fact that some ninety thousand 
Europeans, mainly British and French subjects, were engaged in business 
in Egypt, the French and British Governments had presented a " dual 
note " to the Khedive, in which they assured him of their support in the 
maintenance of order in the country, and on the 20th May their allied 
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fleets entered Alexandria Harbour to watch over the threatened 
interests of Europeans and to offer an earnest of the promised support. 
 
On the 7th June, one Dervish Pasha was sent from Constantinople to 
Alexandria at the instance of the Sultan of Turkey with instructions to 
restore order ; but four days later, while the Khedive, Dervish Pasha and 
Arabi were in Cairo, riots of a most serious character broke out between 
the Christians and Moslems in Alexandria, and the general effect of 
these was to awaken throughout the country a religious excitement 
which for long had been smouldering among the Mussulmans ; and in 
the course of the next few weeks fully two-thirds of the European 
population had left the country, every kind of business had come to a 
standstill, and large numbers of native employees were clamouring for 
bread. 
 
On the 23rd June, a conference of six of the chief European Powers 
assembled at Constantinople to discuss and deal with the affairs of 
Egypt, but the Turkish Government refused to send a representative, 
while the Sultan conferred upon Arabi Pasha the First Class of the Order 
of the Medjidieh ; the British and French controllers, representing the 
Protecting Powers, were informed that they could no longer be 
permitted to sit in council with the Egyptian Ministry, and Arabi now 
announced his intention of resisting by force of arms any landing of 
European troops ; at the same time, by his orders, Egyptians were 
raising works between Ramleh and Aboukir, were in every possible way 
strengthening the coastal forts, and doing all they could to block the 
harbour of Alexandria. 
 
While these events were in progress the British admiral on the spot was 
doing his utmost to facilitate the escape of such Europeans as were 
desirous of quitting Egypt, and on the 10th July, Admiral SEYMOUR 
addressed a note to Arabi announcing that a bombardment of the 
seaward forts would commence within twenty-four hours unless certain 
of these were surrendered. No answer being returned, the 
bombardment opened next morning and by night the forts were all 
silenced. Landing parties were then organized, an advance force, drawn 
from the troops at Malta, was sent to Cyprus and from there later to 
Alexandria; such men of the Army Reserve as had most recently left the 
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Colours were recalled, a contingent was asked for from India, and 
preparations were put in hand in England for the immediate dispatch to 
Egypt of a cavalry brigade and two infantry divisions—an expeditionary 
force in all of something over forty thousand of all ranks, under the 
command of Lieut.-General Sir Garnet WOLSELEY.” 
 
Featherstone then gives us the details to map Fred’s part in all this. On 
the 17th August 1882, Fred arrived with the 2nd Bn Y&L in Alexandria, 
which then moved east to Port Said; From there, on the 20th August, 
they transhipped to the gunboat “Falcon” for the short journey down 
the canal to the town of Ismailia, arriving there on the afternoon of the 
21st. 
 
Marching inland from Ismailia, Fred’s first taste of action was probably 
on the 23rd when his regiment was part of the force that engaged the 
enemy at Magfar where they had dammed the Sweet Water Canal and 
secured a position. Holding the enemy until reinforcements arrived this 
action developed into the advance which led to the taking of the enemy 
positions at Kassassin – a key strategic position regarding the defence of 
both water and rail. 
 
The battalion remained at Kassassin for some days taking part in a 
number of engagements including a major attack on the 28th August 
where one officer was killed and a number of men wounded. Kassassin 
then became the mustering point for a major force which would soon 
engage in the major Battle of Tel El-Kebir. 
 
The first skirmish of Tel El-Kebir took place on the 9th September when 
the enemy, staged an attack on the Kassassin garrison from their lines at 
Tel El-Kebir and Es-Salihiyeh. The British force repulsed this attack and 
continued to drive the enemy back to their lines and, after a night 
march, found itself close to Tel El-Kebir as dawn broke on the 12th. The 
major action that then ensued effectively broke the rebel forces in Egypt 
and restored order. The 2nd Bn York and Lancasters were heavily 
involved in all of these engagements and we can be sure that Fred was 
very much part of this as, according to the Medal Rolls for the Y&L and 
notes in later service records, for his part the Egypt campaign Pt 2545 
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Wheatcroft. F. was awarded the Egyptian Medal and (Tel El-Kebir) Clasp 
and the Khedive’s Bronze Star. 
 
Amazingly the battalion only suffered a further 12 men wounded during 
this last part of the campaign. By the end of the campaign more men 
had been lost to disease than to action. 
 
A slew of parades, march pasts and inspections followed and, picking up 
from his Army papers again, it was not until the 25th October that the 
battalion shipped out of Alexandria on the P&O Steamer “Nepaul” 
arriving back in Portsmouth on the 5th November 1882. 
 
The next few months saw the battalion home-based until they shipped 
out to Bermuda for a tour of duty in the West Indies in October 1883. 
Whether Frederick went with them I do not know but my guess is 
probably not as he was discharged by purchase (i.e. paid to end his 
service early) from the Y&L on the 31st December that year.  
 
However, his part in the defence of the realm did not end here as 
civilian life obviously didn’t hold its appeal with Fred for very long as on 
the 19th April 1884 in Ashton-under-Lyne, he re-enlisted, this time 
signing up for a full short service with the Dorset Regiment. As “Private 
999, Fredk. Wheatcroft” he then served a full term with the regiment’s 
2nd Battalion – 6 years under the colours and 6 years in the Reserves - 
finally being discharged, term complete, with a good service record, on 
19th April 1896. 
 
Fred’s service records for this period remain complete and from these 
we can see that the majority of this term of service was spent at home. 
There were overseas tours though and from the 9th Sept 1884 to the 13th 
Jan 1886 he was with the regiment in what is now Pakistan. From a 
combination of his Military History Sheet and his Army Medical Record 
we see that he landed in Bombay 19th October 1884 and served in 
Peshawar in what was then the North West province of India. The British 
Army’s role in this part of India at this time was chiefly one of peace-
keeping and there is no evidence that Fred saw any action during this 
period. 
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In January 1886 the battalion left India on board the HMS Crocodile for a 
new posting in Aden, arriving there on the 14th of the month. This tour 
of duty lasted until the 23rd Dec the same year when the battalion 
arrived home on board HMS Jumma. 
 
Further home duty followed in Portsmouth, Marchwood (Southampton), 
Dorchester and Devonport and on the 16th December 1889 Fred married 
Louisa PALMER, a Dorset girl, in West Fordington, Dorset. His occupation 
is given as Depot Private, Dorset Regiment so I guess he was based in 
Dorchester at that time. Taking into consideration the fact that son 
Frank was born less than 3 months after the wedding and the fact that 
Frederick’s service record states “married without leave” I am guessing 
this was quite a rushed job! Frank was born March 2nd 1890 at Grove 
Buildings, Fordington, Dorchester and again father’s occupation is given 
as Private 2nd Dorset Regiment. It does not appear that Fred’s family 
always followed him to his postings however, as in the 1891 Census, 
taken on April 5th that year, Frederick Wheatcroft aged 27, Army Private 
appears at the Raglan Barracks, Devonport, while wife Louisa is with her 
mother and father (and Frank) in Fordington. 
 
On the 17th April 1891 Fred completed his time with the colours and 
transferred to the reserve, serving until his discharge on the 19th April 
1896. Just after this on the 25th April 1896 Frederick re-enlisted for the 
Dorset Regiment as a Private (again no 999) in the Reserves 
(Supplemental Reserve – Section D). This was akin to the modern 
Territorial Army where recruits are only required to attend certain 
camps and training during the year and would still need to earn a living 
outside of the service. On the 25th December that same year, Fred and 
Louisa’s second child, daughter Louie (my grandmother) was born in 
Openshaw, Manchester and at this time her father’s occupation is given 
as Telephone Linesman. As well as being discharged from and re-
enlisting in the army this year it looks like at some point the family 
moved to Manchester. What was behind this move we shall never know 
but it came at what was obviously a difficult period in Fred and his 
family’s lives. 
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Ian Andrews 
 
Ian Keith David Andrews passed away on January 13th 2021 and will be 
remembered for his dedication to our Society, both as a member and 
our President from 2000-2019. 
 
Having read law at Oxford, Ian moved to the area to take up the position 
in 1961 of articled clerk to Poole’s Town Clerk. He became Town Clerk 
himself and Chief Executive Officer of Poole Borough Council from 1973, 
as well as Hon Borough Archivist. Whilst in office he had a lead role in 
the development of Canford Heath Estate and Poole Arts Centre. 
 
Passionate about Poole and its history, Ian wrote and published several 
books on local history, founded the Poole-Cherbourg Twinning 
Association, the Wessex Newfoundland Association and the Poole 
Heritage Forum. He was also a member of several other local 
community associations, President of the Society of Poole Men and Age 
Concern Poole and Vice President of the Friends of Upton Country Park. 
 
Few are more knowledgeable about the history of Poole, but Ian was 
also a family man, and had a wife, 3 children and 6 grandchildren to 
keep him busy. He was also an allotment owner and found pleasure in 
growing fruit and vegetables in his spare time. 
 
We shall miss Ian, for his expertise on matters historical or legal and for 
his contribution, commitment and friendship to the Society.  We send 
our heartfelt condolences to his family on their sad loss. 

 

 

News from Dorset History Centre 
Sam Johnston - Service Manager for Archives 

 
Covid-19 and 2020 Year in Review 
 
At the time of writing the country is four weeks into its third period of 
lockdown.  DHC, like many other services has reverted to most staff 
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working from home.  However, as during previous occasions, staff are 
coming into work to continue with tasks that cannot be done from 
home – e.g. conservation, collections management and the essential 
checking of the building.  By common consent, 2020 was a year like no 
other – a time of huge challenges for everyone.  However, in spite of the 
pandemic, DHC staff were able to achieve a significant amount of 
positive development and change for the archive service.  We have put 
together a one-page review of the key points of DHC’s 2020 activities – 
it can be viewed online here: 
 
<https://news.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/dorset-history-centre-blog/review-
of-the-year/ > 
 
We’d welcome your thoughts and feedback on DHC’s activity, so please 
leave a comment. 
 
‘Bridging the Digital Gap’ trainee - update 
 
In spite of the pandemic conditions and the prevalence of working 
online rather than face-to-face, it was great to be able to welcome our 
new digital preservation trainee Eimear Coyle to DHC.  Eimear, who has 
a digital arts background joined us in the new year and has got off to a 
great start working (virtually) alongside staff at DHC on tackling the 
challenges of digital preservation. 
 
Thomas Hardy – fundraising campaign and important purchase 
 
An important new collection was acquired by DHC in late December.  
This was preceded by a fundraising campaign to raise the required 
£50,000 to buy the material – both manuscript and printed.  The 
collection had been gathered together over a period of several decades 
by a fan of Hardy and the seller had a preference for the material to 
return ‘home’ to Dorchester.  By way of background, DHC had in 2020 
received on deposit the large archive of Thomas Hardy from Dorset 
County Museum which was re-ordering its collections as part of a major 
redevelopment project.  The lead for Hardy-related archives thus now 
sits with DHC.  Thanks to grants from the Friends of the National 
Libraries and the ACE/V&A Purchase Fund of £20,000 and £25,000 
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respectively the bulk of the target was in place.  Thanks to Dorset 
Archives Trust we were able to raise the balance of £5,000 through a 
crowdfunding campaign.  With generous public support, we reached the 
total in less than a week. 
 
The collection is now with us at DHC and we will be working to make it 
fully available to the public via our online catalogue.  We will also be 
publishing blogs to help explain more about the content of the 
collection which ranges from Hardy’s own schoolboy copy of Horace 
through correspondence and volumes from his Max Gate library to very 
personal items such as Christmas cards sent by the Hardys to their staff. 
 
The purchase of this collection underscores the significant effort that 
has to go into raising funds to purchase collections where they come up 
for sale – the preference of course is for material to be donated!  It also 
shows, if proof were needed of the enduring interest and fascination 
with Hardy and the Wessex his characters inhabited. 

 
 
Thomas Hardy’s annotated speech at Dorchester Grammar School, 
1925 
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Thomas Hardy’s annotated copy of the funeral service for his 
father, 1892 

 

 
 

Thomas and Florence Hardy’s Christmas card to their housemaid 
Nellie, 1926 
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Blogs and newsletter 
 
As we are unable to open our doors, DHC has been making additional 
efforts to publicise its collections and the projects the service is involved 
in.  Over the course of 2020 nearly 120 blogs on a wide range of topics 
have been published – from farm diaries, maps and the Black Death to 
Weymouth lifeboat and Christmas travels around Dorset.  Please take a 
look at: <https://news.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/dorset-history-centre-
blog/> We are also keen to publish guest blogs from people who have 
an interesting tale to tell – ideally featuring Dorset’s archives.  Please get 
in touch (<archives@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk>) if you’d like to know more. 
 
The best way to stay in touch with DHC is via the e-newsletter.  You can 
sign up for this by following the instructions here: 
<https://news.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/dorset-history-centre-
blog/newsletter/>. 
 

Sam Johnston, Service Manager for Archives 
 

 

Membership News 
Claire Evans 

 

Further to my report for December, we are of course now in Lockdown 
at the time of writing this, and the Pandemic has impacted on our 
administration of our Membership. New members are still applying 
which is great – as you can see below - so where possible, everything 
has been done electronically. Those who applied without an email 
address, through the post will have experienced a short delay in getting 
their details, however most members we find now apply using our 
website. 
 
Treetops is closed, however correspondence is being picked up by a 
couple of people.  Thank you to everyone who has renewed their 
membership. For those members who didn’t renew before the 
addresses for December’s journal were sent, a reminder email was sent 
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out. This was very successful in getting around 30 or so members back 
on the current list, and I sent their journals out manually.  
 
Here are the new members to the Society since last quarter and we 
send a warm welcome to them.  If you are interested in contacting any 
of them, you can (currently) contact us via the website at 
<https://www.dorsetfhs.org.uk/contact-us/>.  Once Treetops reopens, 
details can be obtained through there also. 
 

5255 Mr Tim WRIGHT London 
 

5256 Mr Michael HALL Cowes Isle of Wight 

5257 Mr Eric SAMWAYS Seaton Devon 

5258 Ms Wendy DURSTON Street Somerset 

5259 Ms Mavis FROUD Bracknell Berkshire 

5260 Ms Jan POLLARD 
Woodford 
Bridge 

Essex 

5261 Ms Wendy MACGREGOR Tolga Queensland 

5262 Ms Sue SMITH Shirley Surrey 

5263 Mr Andrew SHAW Cookemouth Cumbria 

5264 Mrs Beatrix M IVETT Ringwood Hampshire 

5265 Ms Ann BURTON Henfield West Sussex 

5266 Ms Samantha GREGSON Ferndown Dorset 

5267 Mrs Marion GILES Bournemouth Dorset 

5268 Mr Roger WHITTLE Alliston Ontario 

5269 Mr David HUCKER Mortimer Berkshire 

5270 Mr Andrew BRYANT Devizes Wiltshire 

5271 Ms Barbara DOWNES Ashburn Victoria 

5272 Ms Jayne GLOVER Wimborne Dorset 

5273 Ms Helen JONES Weymouth Dorset 

5274 Mr Michael PITFIELD Windsor Berkshire 

5275 Mr Howard LAMBERT Amersham Buckinghamshire 
 

 

  
I would like to send my best wishes to everyone, but especially those 
who have not been well, and hope that the year improves for all. 

Claire Evans, Membership Secretary  
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Society Services 
Details of the Research Centre and Office (Treetops), opening hours, 
accessibility, website, Facebook page and the costs of Personal Research, are 
shown on the front inside cover of this Journal.  Contact details of Officers are 
on the back inside cover. 

Our Services & Sales Catalogue includes the Terms and Conditions of Business 
that apply when making a purchase by post or telephone. E-mail Treetops for 
an electronic copy or, for a printed copy (UK only) send a self-addressed C5 
sized envelope (i.e. sized for A5 contents) bearing a 2nd class stamp to 
Treetops. Product details and these terms may also be found on our website. 

Payment for subscriptions, goods, and (postal) search services may be made by 
cash (at Treetops or meetings only), sterling cheque or, for many purchases, 
credit or debit card on the online shop on our website. 

Transcriptions and Indexes 

The Society has transcribed a large number of records relating to Dorset, which 
may be accessed at Treetops in the form of booklets, fiche, CD-ROMs or 
through our search service. Some are available on the Internet. 

Facilities for visitors to Treetops 

In additional to the Transcriptions and Indexes: - 
Access to The Genealogist, Fold3 from Ancestry (military records), 
Ancestry.com, Findmypast and the British Newspaper Archive 
Assistance with your research, if needed 
Reference and lending library 
Sales Area 

Members Only 
E-News: The Society circulates information by e-mail to Members who have 
given consent to receive Society emails. This includes reminders of forthcoming 
meetings, education courses or local family history events that the Society will 
be attending.  

Forum: Available from the Menu bar of the Society's website, Society Members 
can apply for Forum membership and then post, and answer, family history 
questions (this is not intended to replace the Society's full research service).  
 

Member’s Area: There is a password protected area on the website containing 
additional information just for Members. The password is shown on E-News. 
 

General Data Protection Regulation  
The Society retains and processes personal data in accordance with its Data Privacy 
statement, which can be viewed at <https://www.dorsetfhs.org.uk/data-privacy/>     
A paper copy is available from Treetops. 

https://www.dorsetfhs.org.uk/data-privacy/


 

 

DORSET FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY 
 

President – David Gynes 
Vice President - June Clist 

    

 

Executive Committee 
Chairman – Merve Goddard, e-mail: chairman@dorsetfhs.org.uk 

Secretary - Sheila Martin, Tel: 01202 785623 (please leave a message on answerphone)  

      e-mail: secretary@dorsetfhs.org.uk 

Treasurer – Ann Lamont, e-mail: treasurer@dorsetfhs.org.uk 
 

Committee 

Chris Chuck, Cherry Fisher, Sue Redfearn, Shirley Robinson, Lorraine Squires, June Taylor, 

Debbie Winter, Richard Yates 
 

Officers 
Assistant Secretary – Lorraine Squires 

Assistant Treasurer – Chris Chuck 

Coach Organiser – Cherry Fisher, e-mail: coachtrips@dorsetfhs.org.uk 

Computer Group Coordinator – Richard Yates, email see under Liaison Officer 

Database Manager - Graham Searle, e-mail: gra.searle@btinternet.com 

Education Officer – Lorraine Squires, e-mail: education@dorsetfhs.org.uk 

Exchange Journals Librarian - June Taylor, email exchangejournals@dorsetfhs.org.uk 

Fairs Coordinator – Anna Ward, e-mail:  ward.anna@gmail.com 

Journal Editor - Angela Parker-Harris, e-mail: editor@dorsetfhs.org.uk 

Liaison Officer – Richard Yates, e-mail: liaison@dorsetfhs.org.uk 

Librarian – Debbie Winter, e-mail: library@dorsetfhs.org.uk  

Membership Secretary - Claire Evans, e-mail: membership@dorsetfhs.org.uk 

Monumental Inscriptions Coordinator – Theresa Dobbs, see under Research 

Project Coordinator - Vacant 

Programme Secretary – Sue & Pete Redfearn, e-mail: peterredjohn@gmail.com 

Publicity Officer - Shirley Robinson, e-mail: publicity@dorsetfhs.org.uk 

Research Coordinator-Theresa Dobbs, e-mail: contact@dorsetfhs.org.uk 

Sales Coordinator – June Taylor, e-mail: sales@dorsetfhs.org.uk 

Strays Coordinator - Lindsey Dedden, e-mail: lindsey.dedden@gmail.com 

Surname Interests – Alan Mead, e-mail: interests@dorsetfhs.org.uk 

Webmaster - Alan Mead, e-mail: webmaster@dorsetfhs.org.uk 
 

Unless otherwise indicated, all postal correspondence to be sent c/o  
Treetops Research Centre at the address shown on the front inner cover 
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Recycle your Printer Cartridges 

Recycle4Charity will make a donation to the Society for every 'virgin' (not recycled 
before) printer cartridge received. 

They can be left at Treetops, but please note that not all cartridges are accepted - see 
the list on their website <http://www.Recycle4Charity.co.uk>. 

Freepost envelopes can also be ordered for the return of print cartridges by following 
the link from our website and registering as a donor. 

Envelopes will be stamped with your ID number and the name of the Society. To 
order more, log into the site as an existing donor. Why not hand the envelopes 

around to family and friends to raise more for the Society? 

 


