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A s I write this we are in Lockdown 2, just as we thought we were getting going again, everything 

came to a halt once more. 

 

We had our Speaker’s Meeting in October, ‘Penal Transportation’ with Pip Wright, see page 8 for 

Ann’s write-up of the evening.  We had our November meeting all planned with Cathy Shelbourne on 

‘The Mayflower’ and 25 people had booked their place, a rise on the number who attended in 

October.  Unfortunately lockdown 2 put a stop to that, but Cathy is looking forward to when she can 

visit us sometime hopefully in 2021!  The December meeting with Gill Blanchard ‘Behind the Scenes at 

WDYTYA? has also had to be cancelled as Gill’s partner is shielding, but again we hope to see her in 

2021. 

 

As you are aware, the January meeting is normally a Members Social Evening, but as things are we 

would not be able to hold it due to Covid distancing rules.  However, depending on what happens 

after 2nd December, we are hoping to hold a Speaker’s Meeting instead, perhaps with Cathy 

Shelbourne if she is available.  Meanwhile we are looking at other ways to bring our meetings to you 

via mediums such as Zoom, which is how we hold our Committee meetings. 
 

Membership renewals are slowly coming in, just a reminder that this was due on 1st September, so if 

you haven’t paid yet please do so as soon as you can so that we can keep our Membership details up 

to date.  

 

Linda Negus 

Membership No: 0620 

Secretary 
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This is the last issue of what has proved to be a difficult year for everyone, let’s hope that by the time 
comes round for the March issue that 2021 will be a better one. 
 
Although I have included the normal Diary Pages it shows what we have booked for those months, but 
obviously that may have to change, we won’t know until we get nearer the time.  If at all possible, and 
the speakers are still able to come, then we will certainly go ahead with whatever Covid restrictions are 
in place.  You will be contacted via email if you wish to book a seat as we did for the October meeting.  If 
we don’t have an email address for you please let me have it, this way we can keep you in touch with 
what is happening.  
 
I have received some interesting articles from members for which I am very grateful, ‘Oh, to be a 
Customs Officer’, ‘There is always an answer …..somewhere’ and ‘The Grandfather I never knew’.  It is 
always lovely to receive articles from members otherwise I have to try and think of ways to fill the 
empty pages!  So please try and think of something or someone that you could write an article on. 
 
With the latest news from the Government today it seems as if we will be able to meet up with the 
family for Christmas which will be wonderful!  I know that some people are worried about this as it will 
be difficult to maintain social distancing 100% of the time, but I’m sure that if everyone is sensible then 
a lovely time can be had. 
 
The Committee would like to wish everyone a very Happy and Safe Christmas 
and a better New Year. 
 
 
Linda Negus          
Membership No: 0620 
Editor 
 

 

 

EDITOR’S NOTES 
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Did You Know......…..what a ‘Black Ornament Maker’ was. These manufacturers were often found in 

cities best known for the production of metal wares. In fact the substance was jet, a form of coal, and a 

fine gemstone. It was especially linked with mourning clothing, which was greatly popularised by the 

example of Queen Victoria. She wore a necklace of jet through the 1850s and later for Prince Albert 

from 1861. But as a gemstone it was expensive - until ‘Vulcanite’, or Patent Jet, was invented by Aaron 

Jennens Davenport in 1849. It then reached a far wider market. Originally associated with Whitby, jet, 

(and later Vulcanite jewellery), was fashionable even after the decline of mourning dress in the 1890’s.  

 

A Kelly’s Directory of 1880 for Birmingham listed 23 black ornament makers, large and small, producing 

articles such as brooches, belts, earrings, crosses, beads, bracelets, combs, shawl pins and buttons. 

Quite a major industry, and although it was later associated with the ‘flappers’ of the 1920s with their 

waist length necklaces, it was very much a British article and, for many, an extremely meaningful one. 

 

©  IHGS Newsletter 232 

DIARY DATES 

13th January 2021   Members Meeting and Social Evening 
 
 
10th February 2021  Celebrating Suffolk Women: a pot‑pourri of stories about the County's 
     famous and not so well known women.    Sarah Doig 
 
A pot-pourri of Suffolk women, some well-known and some far less so, all of which achieved great 
things in their chosen field. Sarah Doig explores the fascinating lives of Elizabeth Garrett Anderson and 
her sister, Millicent Garrett Fawcett, as well as the novelist Norah Lofts. She tells the story of the sur-
geon and herbalist Catherine Tollemache, Britain’s first woman commercial portrait painter, Mary 
Beale, and many more of our county’s heroines     
 
 
10th March 2021 The History of the Spoken Language: Part 2          Charlie Haylock 
 

This is not a talk on split infinitives, and what the differences are between the past participle and the 
past tense. Definitely not! Charlie shows how the seeds of spoken English were first sown, and how 
each invading force affected the English language with the different sounds they brought. Charlie in-
cludes a dialect tour of the British Isles. 
 
 
 

Monthly Meetings are held at 7.30 pm on the second Wednesday of the month at Broadway House, 
Orwell Road, Felixstowe IP11 7DD 

 
 

Meetings are free for members, but if you wish to bring a guest they will be charged £1.00.  Refresh-
ments (tea, coffee and biscuits) are available at the end of the meeting. 
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Penal Transportation                   Pip Wright 

October’s speaker meeting was a departure from our usual get together. Due to the temporary closure 

of Broadway House, we met in Trimley St. Martin Memorial Hall. Despite the smaller number of 

attendees, we thoroughly enjoyed the lively and entertaining sort of presentation we have come to 

expect from Pip Wright. 

 

His topic was Penal Transportation - the system whereby convicts were sent overseas for punishment. 

Until 1776 they had been sent to America or housed on prison ships off the coast of Portsmouth, often 

for minor thieving offences, but usually with previous convictions. However, a new location was 

needed and Australia was put forwards as the answer. By 1867, 60,000 (2500 from Suffolk) prisoners 

had been sent over an 18yr period, firstly to Botany Bay, New South Wales and then to Sydney. The 

long journey itself, taking nine months, led to many deaths en route (and also some births as, although 

the majority were men, about 10% of transported convicts were women). 

 

Pip linked this to some of the local examples he had discovered during his research. In 1829, at Bury 

Assizes four Suffolk men, aged between 18 and 23, were sent for hard labour for petty stealing. After 

serving their time, most convicts stayed there on release, but a few came back and a very few 

reoffended, only to be sent back again. In 1836 Robert Marjoram and his son from Pettistree were 

transported for 14yrs for burglary. After 7yrs they were given their ticket of leave, or probation. By 

1851 Robert had earned enough to buy a boat and came back to England. Whereupon he turned round 

and took 6 members of his family back to Australia to start a better life. 

 

Another tale involved prominent local Ipswich woman Margaret Catchpole, servant to the Cobbold 

family. Her notorious horse stealing and ride to London resulted in a long sentence in Ipswich gaol. 

After 3yrs she had escaped, was captured and sentenced to death – reduced to transportation to 

Australia where she died 19 years later. 

 
Pip accompanied himself on the guitar during his talk, with appropriate folk songs such as ‘Botany Bay’ 

and ‘Black Velvet Band’ which added to our enjoyment. 

 

Ann Sanderson 

Membership No: 1292 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

SPEAKER’S MEETING—OCTOBER 
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(as dear old Jack once said to me, You have to go out and find Luck) 

 
Setting the Scene 
In 1836 my Great Great Grandfather James Wood became 21 years old, received his inheritance, married 
his truelove Selima against his mother’s wishes, brought 2 work horses and one useless young horse, 
booked a passage to Australia and set sail.   Why was the horse useless? Because the two workhorses did 
not survive the 5 month journey and they would have been more valuable to sell on.    This was the 
family story I was bought up on.    My Great Grandmother was born in Australia in 1840 and was bought 
to England when she was about 14 to be educated and never went back. 
 
About 30 years ago amidst great excitement we tracked down my Great Great Grandfather’s memoirs 
written about 1883-4, where he had been asked to write down his early years in the Colonies.   My sister 
and I have spent the last 30 years proving or at least following up on all the clues in the 100 pages.   He 
starts   “….. I only date back as far as 1836 in the Colonies there were certain anecdotes occurring a few 
years prior that led eventually to my determining on leaving the old country and making my home in the 
sunny South, but I would also wish to enlarge upon the early portions of my boyhood, which will show 
how from small matters things of little eventuality lead up to those of greater moment.”  Unfortunately 
the story we had only covered about a few months after his arrival in Australia.    
 
But the person who had the memoirs  (and  also the memoirs of James’s younger brother Benjamin) 
asked if we would like a copy of her mother’s (James youngest daughter) reminisces, which we 
eventually received, and she also knew of someone who had a copy of Selima’s shipboard diary! as well 
as Benjamin’s memories of mid 1830’s life in Canada and America – but that is another story) 
 
Around 1920 Mary (James’s youngest daughter) wrote “My girls have asked me to write down any 
memories I have of my parents and relations and early days in Australia, and also any anecdotes in 
connection with our families, as I am going to commence this to-night, Jean's birthday 16th June 1918.”  
Much of this story was very like her father’s version but with some extra embellishments, and told of the 
family in New Zealand where they had moved to around 1856.  But one of the things she wrote was that 
“they landed with one horse, St John, who afterwards became quite famous in the racing world.  My 
father had to sell this horse very soon to provide for their home” now was that exaggeration or fact or 
what? 
 

Up to date   

Late last year my sister was chatting to a fellow football fan who she knew had an interest in horse racing 
(not betting as my sister thought but considered an authority on thoroughbred pedigrees, and in fact he 
had written books on that subject).  My sister asked if it was possible to track down a horse in Australia 
called St John, and he said of course it was and he would have a look.  A few days later he came back 
with 5 generations of St John’s pedigree but even better was that he had been born in 1834, and sent to 
Sydney in 1836, he was a bay colt and bred by J. Briskham.  Well the dates fitted.  Back to the memoirs 
and there “At last I was told of a colt bred by John Birskam at Jerry Hall, without Walingate Bar. I went 
and looking over the establishment, no one being there, I came upon a splendid colt and told Coates that 
this was the one for my money if it was anything within reason.  The groom shortly appeared and said 
that was the colt for sale.  I understood their reason for parting with him was they thought he would 
grow too large for a race horse.  He was only 18 months old and looked grand, over 15 hands high*. I 
offered a figure for him. They wanted £200. I afterwards purchased him for £160 and was well pleased.”   
Yippee  it all fitted.  
 
Cont Pg 8 

THERE IS ALWAYS AN ANSWER ………. SOMEWHERE 
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 St John  was a very well bred colt with his paternal  Grandsire Emilius winning the 1823 Derby and his 
GGsire Orville winning the 1802 St Leger.  * race horses rarely exceeded 15 hands in the1830’s 
 
Later information 
Once we had got over the Euphoria of “Wow the horse was a goodun” a bit more research uncovered 
that St John sired some very good horses in Australia.   He had been sold to Richard Rouse who kept 
him at stud.    
 
The piece de resistance 
The Australian Dictionary of Australia has that Richard Rouse had emigrated to Australia in 1801 with 
his pregnant wife and child.   The Suffolk convict Margaret Catchpole who was being transported on 
the same ship acted as midwife to Mrs Rouse for the birth of her second child.  After they landed 
Margaret quickly got several jobs with various families but eventually settled with the Rouse household  
at Richmond on the Hawkesbury River.  I am still not sure which was more exciting,  
 
 Knowing all the details of going to York to buy the horse, and getting it back to London.  Making 

the arrangements to ship the horse,  the trials and tribulations on board ship looking after the 
horse for 5 months during terrible weather, and the landing in Sydney which was all condensed 
down into “sent to Australia in 1836” 

 the ‘useless’ horse picked out by my Great Great Grandfather turning out to be a really famous 
sire who features in many Australia racehorses pedigrees 

 or that my Great Grand Grandfather actually met someone who actually knew the famous (or 
infamous) Suffolk heroine Margaret Catchpole. 

 
But soooo much fun finding it all out. 
 
Acknowledgements: All Thoroughbred Racehorse information provided by Michael Church of 
www.michaelchurchracingbooks.com 
 
Margaret Lake (member 053) 
 
 

 

MEMBER’S INTERESTS 

 

Name: Margaret Lake                          Membership No: 0053 

Address: 16 Western Avenue, Felixstowe IP11 9SB 

Email:  Mgtlake@aol.com 

 

 
 

 
 

 

COUNTY TOWN/PARISH SURNAME FIRST 
NAME/S 

DATES 

Suffolk Walton/Ipswich Plant Any 1700-1850 

London London Haswell Any 1650-1800 

Hampshire Southampton Waterhouse Any 1700-1850 

          

http://www.michaelchurchracingbooks.com
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W 
hen I was monitoring the Red channel one evening a car appeared bearing German 
registration plates.   He stopped to declare that he wished to pay for his excess tobacco 
and drinks allowances.   As we were talking, I became aware that all was not right so I 

asked him to open his boot and in it discovered a set of English registration plates.    In the 
Interview room he admitted that his intention had been to swap the plates over on the car deck 
during the voyage but they were too closely parked together to do so.   He had done this before to 
avoid paying importation fees.   I seized the car and its contents and passed the case to the 
Investigation Team at Ipswich. 
  
However, being a Collection Officer, it was not long before I was sent to RAF Bentwaters (20 miles 
away) where two Customs Officers were permanently based to cover both the RAF Bentwaters and 
RAF Woodbridge bases (some 5 miles from each other).  This posting was replacement for leaves of 
absence.   Bentwaters, together with RAF Woodbridge, were American Air Force bases home to 
mainly A.10 fighter aircraft (commonly known as “widow-makers”) and also C.130 troop/freight 
planes.   Custom Officers there also undertook the role of Immigration Officers to monitor the 
movement of personnel as well as the illegal importation of prohibited items.   Being a family 
station, many civilians passed through and all passports had to be checked and stamped.   The 
Customs presence was from 6 a.m. to 10 p.m. and the latter shift was then on-call at home.   In 
addition, the officers covered a huge coastal area visiting Harbour Masters from Orford round to 
Bawdsey where yachts tied up and the crew left self-Declaration forms after sea voyages.   Medium
-sized cargo vessels used the river from Orford (Slaughden Quay) to unload grain at Snape Maltings 
where occasional boarding checks were made.   On the base was a huge BX store for family 
shopping and this required occasional visits to ensure that only entitled persons used it.   These 
duties were new to me and I spent a week shadowing the officer I was relieving.   One completely 
unexpected task was to execute an Admiralty warrant seizing a vessel for an unpaid fine.    
 
This required a visit to a Woodbridge boatyard.   The warrant was to be “nailed to the mast”, but 
that proved impossible so it was left with the boatyard management!    I enjoyed these 
secondments which were a welcome change from the routine work. 
  
Although I was based at Ipswich, I often found myself working at Felixstowe where I lived.   When 
required for day duty at Ipswich, I would cycle the 12 miles to Haven House or the Docks if the 
weather permitted just to keep fit and lose a few pounds in weight   In inclement weather I would 
travel with my bike on the train and cycle home if rain had stopped.   This added a couple of hours 
to my day saved a few cash pounds in my pocket! 
  
In May 2003 I was seconded to Birmingham Airport for 3 months.   Again, very pleasant and 
comfortable ‘digs’ were found for me just outside the city centre.   The large Alsatian dog there 
befriended me and allowed me to take him on walks.    I became quite enamoured with the 
countryside and thought it would be a good place to live - but that’s as far as it went!  My duties 
were much the same – clearance of imported goods except that many were the new-fangled home 
computers that I had not encountered before.   The EPU worked office hours, so I was able to drive 
home on a Friday night and back again on a Sunday.    The A.45 was not built throughout at that 
time so the journey was a complicated but interesting one. 
 
Cont Page 12 
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Upon my return to Ipswich I found myself back in Felixstowe to work on Exports for a year.   This was 
shift work.   The agents would submit their documentation to Customs for examination against a list of 
items that required a licence granted by the Department for International Trade.   I should, perhaps 
have explained that if we wished to examine the container to ensure that goods were as described on 
the documents, the Dock company would deliver that container into an Examination shed and have the 
items we wish to see, unloaded.    This was time-critical work as the intended ship was often in the 
process of being loaded. 
 

Collection Officer duties caught up with me once again and I was sent to Norwich Airport for a few 
weeks on leave cover.   “Digs” were found for me just off the Ring road.   A number of flights to and 
from there were within the UK but for those from overseas we selected those passengers whose 
luggage we wished to inspect as they passed through the Customs hall. 
  
 At the end of that time, I was seconded to RAF Brize Norton in Oxfordshire for 3 months on summer 
relief.    I nearly didn’t get there for my car developed a flat tyre at speed on the A.40.  Fortunately, it 
deflated slowly.  I jacked up the car but was unable to remove the nuts holding the wheel in place.   It 
was a fair old trek to the nearest roadside telephone to get help.    When the AA man arrived, it was no 
problem for him to change the wheel.   He explained that the nuts had been tightened under pressure 
and couldn’t be loosened with an ordinary jack. 
  
Working on this military base was a whole new and formal experience to the USAF bases at Bentwaters 
and Woodbridge.   Most RAF planes arriving were from the Falklands so there would be long queues to 
go through Customs and to pay duty on bottles of whisky!   Some civilians were on board and had to 
produce their passports for examination and stamping.   We were entitled to use the Sergeant’s Mess 
for relaxation and meals.   Once again, a billet was found for me in a public house at nearby Carterton 
where I preferred to take my meals. 
  
About this time, I read in the Customs staff newsletter that applications were sought for work in London 
where interviews would be held for promotion to Higher Executive Officer (HEO) accordingly.   I applied 
and went for interview.   Whilst awaiting the result of that another piece appeared for the post of 
Administrative Officer (HEO) with VAT Tribunals in London.   I sent in my application and, in due course 
was invited for interview.   In the meantime, I learnt that I had been successful with the former and 
would be sent to the VAT office at Southall.   Hard on the heels of this, I received a letter from VAT 
Tribunals saying that my interview had been successful and that I was to take up my appointment on 
1st October for a 3 months trial period.    
 
VAT Tribunals shared a building with the Charity Commission near Oxford Circus.   This was to mask the 
fact that an appeal against decisions made by H.M. Customs & Excise were held in a building which was 
part-staffed by Customs personnel.   The appeal judge was Lord Granchester.   Because I was on 
probation and was ex-military, I booked in to the Victory Services Club near Marble Arch and walked to 
and from the office – about a 
45-minute walk.   
  
I found that I had an office in Edinburgh which I visited roughly once every two months.   My staff 
booked me onto the 1st class midnight sleeper train from King’s Cross to Edinburgh which arrived at 7 
am. just in time for me to have the included breakfast and walk to the office.   After a day’s work there, 
I would take a leisurely stroll and catch the midnight train back.   That way I was back in the office by 9 
o’clock. 
 
Cont Page 13 
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 The London allowance covered my board and return train fare home at weekends.   My probation 
ended before the 3 months was up and my promotion to HEO confirmed.   As much as I enjoyed 
staying at the Victory Services Club, I missed my home life so I bought an annual season ticket and 
joined the happy band of commuters, catching the 06.25 train from Trimley connecting with the 
07.05 from Ipswich to Liverpool St. and then the Central line to Oxford Circus.   In reverse I left the 
office at 4.30 and was usually home by 7 p.m.   When Margaret Thatcher became Prime Minister, she 
re-organised some Government Departments and VAT Tribunals was transferred to the Lord Chan-
cellor’s Department (LCD).   Those Customs staff were given the opportunity to transfer but I elected 
to stay to serve my 3 years.   My time was nearly up when my post was transferred to the LCD and a 
replacement arrived.   I was posted back to Felixstowe. 
 
On arrival, I was placed in charge of Checkpoints station with a staff of 30 spread over 3 checkpoints 
within the Dock where trucks and containers were presented for check sealing before onwards trans-
mission to a Customs post near their destination.   An EO was in charge of each checkpoint.   The 
largest checkpoint operated for 24 hours daily.   My hours were variable so that I could make unan-
nounced visits at any time.                
 

Again, the Customs’ Newsletter called for volunteers to take early retirement    I was 59 by then and 
put my application in.   The rest is history.   Much Customs’ work disappeared as more and more re-
sponsibility was placed on agents to ensure that the correct duty was paid on goods and that their 
movement between port and destination was safeguarded.   
 

John Woollen 

Membership No: 0157 

 

 

WALDRINGFIELD HISTORY GROUP 
  
The Waldringfield History Group has produced a new book entitled 'Waldringfield, A Suffolk Village 
beside the River Deben' which explores the village of Waldringfield and its relationship to the River 
Deben. 
 
 'A huge achievement! What a fine record of our village and a celebration of the generations who 
called Waldringfield home. Thank you to everyone who put this beautiful book together…. We al-
ready have orders for copies for America and Australia!' 
 
It is A4 with 300 + pages – a big book but with lots of pictures! 
 
Now available online at waldringfieldhistorygroup.fws.store, 
or Contact Gareth Thomas at Riverdale, Deben Lane or  
by phone 014730811745. 
Seamark Nunn Chandlery, Trimley, or Browsers in Woodbridge 
For further information email whghistorybook@gmail.com 
 
Margaret Lake 
Membership No: 0053 

mailto:whghistorybook@gmail.com
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Findmypast 
 Devon Burials three new cemeteries 

 London, Black Poor, 1786 

 London, St Olave's Southwark burials 15883-1665 

 Surrey Methodist records.  
 Scotland, Ayrshire Census & Population Lists 1801-1831 

 Scotland, Forfarshire (Angus), Dundee Death Index 1990-1993 

 Bahamas vital records 

 Sierra Leone Resettlement Scheme, 1787 

Caribbean Rolls of Honour WW1 

FamilySearch 
 Devon, Plymouth, Apprentices, 1570-1910 

 Great Britain, War Office Registers, 1772-1935 

 Fiji, Vital Records, 1900-1989 

 Germany, Württemberg, Diocese of Rottenburg-Stuttgart, Catholic Church Records, 1520-1975 

 Germany, Hessen-Nassau, Diocese of Limburg, Catholic Church Records, 1601-1919 

 Germany, Prussia, West Prussia, Catholic and Lutheran Church Records, 1537-1981 

 Italy, Reggio Emilia, Civil Registration (State Archive), 1769-1944 

 Italy, Verbano-Cusio-Ossola, Verbania, Civil Registration (State Archive), 1806-1814, 1838-1899 

 Niue, London Missionary Society Register of Members, 1872-1912 

 Norway Census, 1801 

 Tuvalu, Vital Records, 1866-1979 

Virginia, Rockingham County, Marriage Registers, 1864-1926 

USA 
 United States City and Business Directories, ca. 1749 - ca. 1990 
 Alabama Voter Registration and Poll Tax Cards, 1834-1981 

 Arizona: Military Discharge Records, ca.1918 - ca.1989, Yuma County, Voting Records, 1902-
1918, Santa Cruz County, Voting Records, 1900-1920,  Gila County, Voting Registers, 1881-
1920, Apache County, Voting Records, 1882-1920 

 Hawaii, Honolulu, Voter Registration Applications, ca. 1920-1966 
 Iowa: Iowa, Church and Civil Births and Baptisms, 1837-1987, Poweshiek County, School 

Records, 1895-1941 
 Ohio, Voter Records, 1893-1960 

 Oklahoma, Voter Records, 1906-1956 
 Ontario, Immigration Records, 1862-1897 
 South Carolina, Charleston, Free Negro Capitation Books, 1811-1860 

 Texas, Hardin County Clerk, Death Records, 1908-1948, Registers of Births, 1882-1939 
 Washington Voting Records, 1876-1940 
Ancestry 

 Newspapers.com Marriage Index, 1800s-1999 [very large update] 
 Post Office World War I and World War II Memorial Books, 1914-1945 

 Bedfordshire, England, Workhouse and Poor Law Records, 1835-1914 

 Wales Parish Registers 

 Scotland, Registers of Deeds, 1619-1859  
 Scotland, General and Admission Registers for Asylums, 1858-13th 
 

Cont Page 15 
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 Australia, Royal Australian Air Force Personnel Files, 1921-1948 
 Australia, Queensland Index to Government Railway Workers, 1878-1946;  

 France, Death Records, 1970-2018 
 German Occupied Territories, 1939-1945 deaths 

 Germany, Berlin Deaths, 1874-1955 

 Norway, Church Records, 1812-1938 
 US, Boston, Massachusetts, U.S., Tax Records, 1822-1918 
 US, New York, New York, Riverside Church Records, 1841-1969 

 US, Pennsylvania, Historical Society of Pennsylvania Card Catalog, 1553-2015 
 US, Worcester County, Massachusetts, U.S., Probate Files, 1731-1925 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

W e have just celebrated Remembrance Sunday albeit in a different way to normal.  We are 
lucky in Kirton to have a War Memorial outside of the church; this meant that we were 

allowed to hold a Remembrance Service with social distancing of course.  We had a group of 20 
people around the Memorial which Kirton Scouts had decorated with painted stones each of which 
had the name and dates of someone on the Memorial, a lovely gesture.  But how did the Red Poppy 
come about and what is its meaning?  
 
The red poppy is a symbol of both Remembrance and hope for a peaceful future.  It is worn as a 
show of support for the Armed forces community.  It is a well-known and well-established symbol, 
one that carries a wealth of history and meaning with it.   
 
During WW1, much of the fighting took place in Western Europe. The countryside was blasted, 
bombed and fought over repeatedly. Previously beautiful landscapes turned to mud; bleak and 
barren scenes where little or nothing could grow.  
 
There was a notable and striking exception to the bleakness - the bright red Flanders poppies. These 
resilient flowers flourished in the middle of so much chaos and destruction, growing in the 
thousands upon thousands.  Shortly after losing a friend in Ypres in 1915, a Canadian doctor, 
Lieutenant Colonel John McCrae was inspired by the sight of poppies growing in battle-scarred fields 
to write his now famous poem 'In Flanders Fields'. 
 
The poem inspired American War Secretary, Moina Michael, who bought poppies to sell to her 
friends to raise money for Servicemen in need after the First World War.  This was adopted by The 
(Royal) British Legion in 1921 who ordered 9 million of these poppies and sold them on 11 
November that year in the first ever Poppy Appeal. 
 
The poppy has been adopted as a symbol of Remembrance ever since. 
 

© IWM (Q 1558) 

 

Linda Negus  

Membership No. 0620 

THE RED POPPY 
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Did You know.......… Various services had been established in the 17th and 18th centuries to collect 

duties on imported goods and prevent smuggling, some operated by the Board of Customs and some by 

the Treasury. One of these, the Preventive Water Guard established in 1809, also had the responsibility 

of operating further out to sea and rendering assistance to any ships in danger. The existence of so 

many different services was thought to be a waste of resources and effort and so in 1822 the 

Coastguard was formed out of the Preventive Water Guard, the Revenue Cruisers and the Riding 

Officers. The Coastguard has been administered since 1822 by various government departments 

including the Board of Trade, the Admiralty and the Board of Customs. Consequently, the records of the 

Coastguard are scattered throughout the documentation created by these various departments and 

there is, therefore, no single index of names of persons or places associated with the service. 

 

Many of the men serving in the Coastguard had previously served in the Royal Navy and so the sources 

mentioned in relation to naval officers and ratings may be pertinent. Officers serving in the Revenue 

Cruisers were included in the Navy Lists from 1814. Admiralty appointments in England for 1819-1866, 

in Ireland for 1820- 1849 and in Scotland for 1820-1824 are in ADM 175. Discharge records for 1858- 

1868 are also to be found in this series. Service registers for Coastguard officers are also included, 

covering the period 1886-1947, whilst those for ratings cover the period 1900-1923. Pension records for 

Coastguard men are in PMG 23 for 1857-1935, and in ADM 23 for 1855-1935. Records of minutes, 

orders and earlier pension records, (1818-1825), can be found in various series relating to the Board of 

Customs. TNA research guide “Coastguard” summarises the various records available. 
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Did You Know.......… that a tawyer worked with small hides such as rabbit and goat and used alum and 

oil or salt to soften and bleach them. This process produced white leather. They were less durable than 

those produced by a tanner who usually worked with much larger hides of cattle. The surname Tawyer, 

whilst not numerous, can be found across England with the first recorded instance in Wiltshire. 
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My grandfather Daniel Sutton was born on 22 August 1880 at The Mint, Harbledown, which is just 
outside Canterbury.  He was christened on 26 September 1880 at St Michael, Harbledown. The 
Christian name Daniel has been used in the Sutton family since about 1700 and continues today 
among my second cousins in Nova Scotia, Canada.  Daniel was one of eight children (born between 
1873 and 1895) of George and Susannah Sutton.  George was originally a fisherman and  lifeboatman 
of Kingdown, near Deal.  He then became a policeman (who rose to become a First Class Sargent).  He 
was six feet one inch tall and had a herculean build.  He had a number of different postings within 
Kent, which would have disrupted Daniel’s education. 
 
We know from the 1901 Census that at the age of 20 Daniel was a shop assistant at a Grocery and 
Drapery shop owned by Robert Riccomme of 58 The Street, Bredgar, which is just outside 
Sittingbourne.  Daniel lodged with the Riccomme family.  It is likely that he worked long hours.  A 
group photo of the Sutton family shows Daniel to have been the best looking member of the family.  
Unlike his father, he had refined features.  He liked to read the books of Charles Dickens. 
 
It was Daniel’s ambition to have his own grocery shop.  But his was a poor family and I think it is 
unlikely that he would have achieved his ambition.  You need capital to own a shop. 
 
At some stage he must have moved to London.  We know this because on 26 December 1908 at St 
James, Hatcham, London he married Florence Hainsworth.  No wedding photo survives.  My guess is 
that he found employment at Lipton Ltd, a Jewish owned grocery chain.  Florence, like Daniel, came 
from a working class family.  She worked at a florist’s shop.  Surprisingly, perhaps, she was descended 
from Tycho Wing (1696-1750), a philosopher and astronomer, through whom she was distantly 
related by marriage to Benjamin Disraeli (1804-1881), whose second Administration as Prime Minister 
ended in the year that Daniel Sutton was born.  Florence would have known nothing about this.  
Family history was never a hobby in my family . 
 

Daniel was appointed Manager of a branch of Lipton Ltd at 9 St James’s Street Brighton.  An 
interesting account of the various experiences of shopkeepers in East Brighton is provided by the 
booklet “Shops Book.  Brighton 1900-1930” by Neil Griffiths, published by Queenspark Books in 1977.  
Neil was a post-graduate history student who sadly died of cancer in July 1977.  He was 28 years old. 
 
Daniel and Florence’s son George (my father) was born in November 1909.  George caught polio as a 
baby, which meant that he was slightly disabled.  A second son Daniel was born in November 1911.  
By February 1913 Daniel Sutton’s married sister Alice Sutton had moved in with the family at 42 
Tillstone Street.  She was to die in 1915, one of three Sutton sisters who died of tuberculosis, which is 
caused by overcrowding. 
 
A further tragedy was soon to follow.  Daniel Sutton died on 27 September 1916 of  peritonitis at 
Sussex County Hospital, Brighton.  He was 36.  He left £270.  Florence was a widow with two young 
sons at 29.  She spent the rest of her life in poverty.  She got a job as a cashier at Lipton Ltd.  Her son 
Daniel was the cleverest member of the Sutton family.  He obtained two Engineering Degrees without 
going to university and rose to become Deputy Borough Engineer of Worthing.  He designed the Clock 
Tower in the centre of Worthing. 
 
Roger Sutton 
Membership No: 1126 
 

THE GRANDFATHER I NEVER KNEW 
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I’m a member of the Drinkstone Local History Group and like many members of similar groups in Suffolk 
I’ve been frustrated that most meetings have been cancelled this year. However, we’ve kept in touch 
with each other through e-mailed newsletters/bulletins and you may well be doing the same.  If so, I 
was wondering whether your members might be interested in a book I have written –‘Valiant Hearts’ - 
about the lives and backgrounds of the 18 men from our village whose names appear on the war 
memorial plaques in the parish church? 
  

So far 120 copies have been sold locally, but the content has a wider appeal and relevance to Suffolk 
and military/social historians in general. My researches led me to Bury Record Office, via various online 
websites and to descendants of the men, who kindly shared family memories, photographs, letters and 
personal items. This allowed me to piece together the touching, yet inspiring stories of lives in rural 
Suffolk, more than 100 years ago. 
  
Having read the book, Gwyn Thomas (former staff member of the Suffolk Record Office and curator of 
the Suffolk Regiment Museum) kindly wrote: “The book is beautifully produced, a pleasure to read and 
contains all the information one would want. And the illustrations are varied and pertinent. I particularly 
like the way in which the stories of the other people involved are carried forward after the war - this very 
rarely happens in this kind of book.”  The book is ‘not for personal profit’ - proceeds from sales have 
already been used to cover the cost of conserving and re-framing the ‘Roll of Honour’, dating from 
1915, that hangs alongside the war memorials in Drinkstone Church. Any further monies raised will be 
used for similar local projects. 
 
Valiant Hearts is available from: Redbreast Publications, £7.99 (£10 including p&p) 
~ louise.robin@btinternet.com; Tel: 01359 271456. If you would like any further details, do please 
contact me. 
 
Meanwhile, very best wishes for a much more active ‘historical’ 2021. 
 

Robin Sharp 

 

 

 

  

 
 
 

  

 
 

DRINKSTONE LOCAL HISTORY GROUP 

mailto:louise.robin@btinternet.com
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Did You know..........that there was a Valuation Office Survey carried out between 1910 and 1915. The 
National Archives [TNA] research guide Land use, value and ownership: Valuation Office Survey 1910-
1911 states that the survey provided a unique snapshot of land and property in the Edwardian era, 
assessing its worth, how it was used and by whom and in so doing inadvertently painting a picture of 
society itself. The survey took place as a result of the 1909-1910 Finance Act which provided for the 
levy and collection of a duty on land in the United Kingdom based on any increased value of the land as 
a result of public money spent on communal infrastructure – a so-called ‘increment value duty’. 
 
118 valuation districts were established in England and Wales, each in the charge of a district valuer 
and each comprised a number of income tax divisions. It was by these valuation districts and income 
tax divisions that the work of the survey was organised and carried out. The two main types of 
Valuation Office Survey records are marked-up Ordnance Survey maps, always referred to as ‘plans’, 
and the accompanying ‘field books’. The plans act as an index to the field books. Both are held at The 
National Archives (TNA) 
 
The field books provide the bulk of the information collected about properties during the survey and 
are most useful for genealogists. The amount of information entered in the field books varies 
considerably. Field books usually include: the names of owner and occupier, the owner’s interest 
(freehold, copyhold, etc.),details of tenancy (term and rent), the area covered by the property and 
figures entered for the purpose of valuation (i.e. market value). They sometimes include: the date of 
erection of buildings, number of rooms, state of repair, liability for rates, insurance and repairs, date(s) 
of previous sale(s) and a sketch-plan of the property.  
 
You need to consult the plans for a place first, to ascertain the assessment number and income tax 
parish before you can find the respective field book. The field books are arranged alphabetically by 
valuation district and, within districts, by income tax parish and are held at TNA in series IR 58. The 
valuation, alongside the 1911 Census, helps to build a picture of the family and its residence. 
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FELIXSTOWE FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY 
 

Website: www.felixstowefhs.onesuffolk.net 
Email: - fxfhs@hotmail.com  

Registered Charity No: 296115 
 
 

PRESIDENT:  The Rt Hon. the Lord Deben  
VICE-PRESIDENT:  Mrs Gillian Smith 

 
 

Meetings are held at Broadway House, Orwell Road, Felixstowe IP11 7DD  on the second 
Wednesday of the month.  (7.30 pm start) 

 
COMMITTEE  

 
CHAIRMAN:    Steve Deacon 
    36 Chatsworth Crescent 
    Trimley St Mary 
    Felixstowe  IP11 0TE 
    Email: deacon439@gmail.com 
 
VICE-CHAIRMAN:   Vacancy 
 
SECRETARY:    Linda Negus 
    62 Falkenham Road  
    Kirton 
    Ipswich,  IP10 0QW 
    Email: fxfhs@hotmail.com    
 
TREASURER:  Nicholas Smith 
    37 Hazel Drive  
    IPSWICH  IP3 8RF 
    sutton.coldfield@mail.ru 
 
MEMBERSHIP  Ann Sanderson 
SECRETARY:  14 Chatsworth Avenue 
    Trimley St Mary 
    Felixstowe, IP11 0TE 
    Email: sandersonmjf@aol.com 
 
COMMITTEE   Lorna Fraser 
MEMBERS:  The Spinny 
    Nacton 
    IPSWICH 
    IP10 0EG     
    Tel: 01473 659387 
 
    Jennie Smith 
    28 Spriteshall Lane 
    Trimley St Mary 
    Felixstowe  IP11 9QY 
    Email: jr.smith@talktalk.net 
 
EDITOR &   Linda Negus 
MEMBERS  62 Falkenham Road, Kirton 
INTERESTS:  IPSWICH  IP10 0QW 
    Email: fxfhs@hotmail.com 
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NON–COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

  
 
 
 
MAGAZINE     Gillian Smith 
DISTRIBUTION:  16 Estuary Drive 
     Felixstowe IP11 9TL 
     Tel: 01394 277617 
 
PROJECTS   Alan Smith 
CO-ORDINATOR:  6 Estuary Drive 
     Felixstowe, IP11 9TL   
     Tel: 01394 270688 
 
LIBRARIAN:   Stuart Humphrey 
     68 Orwell Road 
     Felixstowe, IP11 7PY 
     Email: hunterancestry@yahoo.co.uk 
 
BOOKSTALL &  John Woollan 
MAIL ORDER    ‘The Pines’, Manor Road 
SERVICE    Trimley St Mary 
     Felixstowe, IP11 0TU 
     Tel: 01394 210271 
 
PROGRAMME   Vacancy 
SECRETARY:                
 
 
 

PLEASE NOTE:  All enquiries to be accompanied by a stamped addressed envelope  
 

All Officers of this Society are unpaid volunteers who give up their spare time to 
answer queries and run the Society and, out of respect for this, it would be appreciated 

if telephone enquiries were not made after 9.30 pm. 
 
 
 
 

CURRENT SUBSCRIPTION RATES: 
 

£10.00 Single Membership 
£14.00 Joint Membership  

 
 The subscription year begins on 1st September  

 
Membership enquiries to be sent to the Membership Secretary 

 
Please send contributions for the magazine and any comments regarding the magazine to Gillian Smith 
or Linda Negus who reserve the right to edit any item. 
 
Websites that are mentioned or featured in this magazine are not formally endorsed by Felixstowe 
Family History Society and as such the Society cannot be held responsible for the content (or lack of) 
therein. Members view these sites strictly at their own discretion. 


