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Colourised photograph of Private George Coull (1894–1916, killed at Fromelles),
by kind permission of his family and of Michelle Leonard (see pages 12–15)
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Society Reports, News and Information

Report from King Street
Life in our Family History Centre had settled down after the big refurbishment of more
than a year ago.  Most snags had been dealt with, and life was beginning to feel routine
again – when suddenly we are facing phase 2, and more disruption.  The office (or back-
room volunteers) will be moving into part of the research space until no. 164 has been
refurbished.  This will inevitably affect some day-to-day workings of the Research Centre,
but we hope to keep this to a minimum.  Members coming in to carry out research will
take priority, and we will do all we can to keep our routines working as usual.
We had hoped to complete the refurbishment of no. 164 by the end of January, but for a
variety of reasons this was not possible, and the start date has yet to be finalised. As you
can imagine, there is a great deal to be moved, and this in itself has delayed us.  What to
keep, what to find new homes for, and what to dispose of?
In other news, we have had a quiet but encouraging start to 2020, with a few people – new
to researching – coming in to find out what we have to offer.  I would encourage anyone
interested in family history to come and see us and spend a couple of hours in the Centre
with one of our friendly, helpful volunteers. It can be a lot more cost-effective to join our
Society than to take out your own subscription to one of the many commercial websites
available.  ANESFHS memberships (for a rolling 12 months) range from £18 for a single
digital membership (e-Journals) to £30 for a family membership (printed Journals).
There are also a cohort of regulars who research in the winter months and then desert us
again when the weather begins to improve and outdoor pursuits take precedence.  It is
good to catch up on their discoveries, and great to see them falling into familiar routines.
We are here waiting for you to come and visit: 10am to 4pm Monday to Friday, and 10am
to 1pm on Saturday.  If you’re coming from overseas, feel free to contact us beforehand.
barbara.lamb@anesfhs.org.uk Barbara Lamb (Centre Manager) No. 20206

Society Reports, News and Information
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Meet the Gang!  Profile: Pat Black
Pat (no. 18074) is one of our newer volunteers, having “only” been involved with helping
in the Society for five years. In that comparatively short time, however, she has quickly
proved herself popular and invaluable.
Pat was born and raised in Aberdeen, and attended Aberdeen
Academy before joining the Clydesdale Bank.  She feels
justifiably proud that this was the first job she had applied
for on leaving school, and that she was appointed after her
first-ever interview. She remained with the Clydesdale until
she retired in 2007, with only a short break when she and her
husband John produced daughter Karen in 1978.
Pat’s childhood was not always easy, as her mother died
when Pat was just eight years old; but her father remarried a
couple of years later, and Pat has a sister and two step-
siblings.  Only once she was an adult did her interest in
family history began to develop. Her niece started it by
asking for information about her father’s family – and at this
point, although she could answer her niece’s queries, Pat
realised how little she knew about her mother’s family. She joined ANESFHS in 2009 to
help her in her research, and then volunteered to help others, firstly on Monday mornings
and then also on Wednesday afternoons.
It was quickly obvious that Pat was a person who had a lot to offer.  She is now a member
of the committee and has been involved with the Broad Street Project. Those of us who
work with Pat appreciate her cheerful, bubbly personality: she comes in bright and cheery
on even the greyest Aberdeen Monday morning!  She is more computer-savvy than many
of us, and knows her way around websites that some of us have never heard of! She is
able to think “outside the box”, and will work away at a problem until she has it solved.
Pat is a very sociable person and has made a lot of friends within the Society. She enjoys
evenings out – especially when there’s a glass or two of wine on offer! She and John love
their cruises (who doesn’t?!), and she is a keen photographer of the many places they have
visited. When not gallivanting round exotic places, Pat enjoys reading, walking and
swimming, and is often involved in making outfits for her granddaughter Shannon, who
takes part (and wins prizes) in dance competitions.
Recently, Pat became involved in raising money for research into diabetes, and signed up
to walk 1,000,000 steps in three months. She did it – and raised over £400. She has since
completed another personal challenge, walking 150 miles in October. Didn’t she do well!
liz.foubister@anesfhs.org.uk Liz Foubister No. 6129

To be ignorant of what occurred before you were born is to remain always a child.
For what is the worth of human life, unless it is woven into the life of our ancestors
by the records of history?  (Cicero)

(this and other boxed snippets supplied by Mary Evans, no. 1975)
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SAFHS
31st Annual

Conference and Family-History Fair

Saturday 18th April 2020
Hosted jointly by ASGRA, Borders FHS, Lothians FHS and the

Scottish Genealogy Society

“It’s a Sair Fecht!”
The Brunton, Ladywell Way, Musselburgh  EH21 6AA

(9am–4:30pm)
Conference: £35 per delegate (must be pre-booked and paid).  Includes four talks (see
below), morning coffee, lunch and afternoon tea, and free entry to the Family-History Fair.
Booking forms: available on the SAFHS website: www.safhs.org.uk
Booking enquiries to: Mrs Janet Bishop, genealogyscotland@gmail.com (SAFHS 2020
Co-ordinator).
Family-History Fair: £2 entry at door.  Around 50 stands.  All your favourite local and
family-history societies and charities; Ask the Experts.

10am: “The Radical Rising of 1820!”
(by Lorna Kinnaird, John McGee, Val Wilson and Alex Wood – all ASGRA)

The last armed rising in the UK happened during one week in April 1820.  Those involved
were intent on severing the Union and establishing a radical Scottish republic.  It ended in
executions, imprisonments, transportations and 85 trials for high treason.  This talk looks
at the key characters, the facts, and the controversy of the radicals’ demands, using
documents from sources in the National Records of Scotland and the contemporary press.

11am: “The Men and (eventually) the Women of the Police
of the Scottish Borders, c. 1840–1945” (by Dr David Smale) – résumé to follow

2pm: “Mining in Lanarkshire and Midlothian” (by James Waugh)
This talk covers various aspects of coal-mining pre- and post-nationalisation, including
ownership, conditions, typical mining life, disasters and welfare facilities. James Waugh,
born into a mining family, served an engineering apprenticeship and became a teacher and
Depute Head.  His research includes church histories, slave compensation in Scotland,
local mining, and the building of the Transcontinental Railway across the USA.

3pm: “Asylum Records for Genealogy”
(by Louise Williams, Archivist, Lothian Health Services)

Asylum records can tell us under what circumstances a relative entered the asylum, their
treatment while in the asylum, and what happened to them: did they die in the asylum, or
was their treatment successful?
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Events 2019
Just where do the months go? It seems a very short time ago that I was listing the events
attended by the Society in 2018 – and yet here we are again with the tour of Scotland (or
so it seems – with a brief foray Doon Sooth!) carrying the glad word of genealogy to the
multitudes. At least, I had hoped it was to be to the multitudes … but attendance was
down somewhat, and the sales definitely less. But I do keep telling myself it’s the chat,
personal contact and advice that’s important.
So, here we go – only 11 events in 2019, and those who like reading my lists will notice
the annual favourites:
 SAFHS Conference in Wick: great time had by all; location excellent; well organised
 BA Agricultural Fair at Lyne of Skene (two days; always a lot of heaving of boxes, as

we have to pack up everything on Saturday evening to make room for a ceilidh in the
marquee, then reassemble on Sunday morning – but it’s a very enjoyable event)

 Ayrshire FH Fair, in Ayr Library this time, not Walker Hall, Troon – so the location did
have a few teething troubles

 FH Fair at York: my favourite I think, with the chance for holiday and socialising with
cousins

 Aboyne Highland Games: one of the busiest events in the year, with fine weather
 Braemar Castle, with a Jacobite theme and fun for children (of all ages …)
 The Citadel in Aberdeen: a new venue for Doors Open Day
 Braemar Games on the same day as Doors Open – so that was a really busy weekend

(thank you, Liz and Edna, for being the B Team)
 Motherwell for the Lanarkshire Family History Fair: always a buzz about this event,

with such a variety of stalls
 and, for bibliophiles, the two annual Book Fairs at Ballater and Aberdeen.
To start us off on the Grand Tour for 2020, there is the SAFHS Conference and FH Fair on
18th April at Musselburgh.  Help is required, so please contact me if you’re interested.
Subsequent events will be listed on our website; please do come along for a chat. To save
postage costs, I will always bring any item you’d like to buy.
jean.shirer@anesfhs.org.uk Jean Shirer (Bookstall/Events) No. 14

—oOo—
Society Books
Our latest Monumental Inscriptions booklet (Forbes, Kearn & Tullynessle) was published
in time to appear in Journal 153 (November 2019). I attempted the marketing of this item
in the Alford area – but, while the Transport Museum and the Heritage Centre were very
interested in stocking it, the staff felt it was too late in the season and for their finances for
purchase. I have great hopes for this book from March onwards!
Gavin Bell, our MI co-ordinator, and his team of stalwarts continue working in the field
(or graveyard!) on new areas, and we hope that Old Deer, the venue for the Society’s
Graveyard Outing 2019, will soon be published.
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Stocktaking was slightly later, so new items ordered in December have not been processed
in time for this report but will appear in later Journals as “Publications Update”.  Reprints
are always in the offing; the latest will be Fetteresso, one of our larger graveyard books.
If you are interested in a particular area and already have the MI booklet, don’t forget our
“People of 1696” series, also known as the Poll Tax (code AA3xx), which lists for the old
county of Aberdeenshire all those over the age of 16 and not a beggar. One can get a very
satisfied feeling to know that ancestors have been in an area for decades if not centuries.
You can always use the search facility on the Publications List on our website to identify
what we have in stock for a particular place or subject.
society.books@anesfhs.org.uk Jean Shirer (Society Books) No. 14

—oOo—

Members’ Meetings
Barney Crockett, “A walk on the slightly wild side”
16th November 2019
Barney is Aberdeen’s Lord Provost, and we were delighted that he could find time in his
schedule to address us.  His previous talks to the Society have always been entertaining
and informative. This time, his topic was his childhood in a very poor area of the city.
Despite his background, he went on to do a History degree at Aberdeen University, then a
teaching qualification, and taught in schools in Speyside, Shetland, Orkney and Caithness.
He left teaching and became director of Grampian Racial Equality Council. After that, he
got into local politics as a Labour councillor and was selected as Lord Provost in 2017.
Born in Aberdeen in 1953, he was named James but nicknamed Barney at an early age.
He spent his early childhood in the poorest part of the town: an area of crowded tenements
in Commerce Street, Clarence Street, Baltic Street and Cotton Street. Barney’s parents
lived at 27 Miller Street in what was at that time the city’s biggest tenement, known as the
“Big Hoose”. The building was centuries old and in poor condition.  Its granite blocks had
come from the old castle on Castle Hill, but the building was so old and crowded that the
granite stairs were very worn. There were no baths, and the toilets were outside.  At that
time, Aberdeen was one of the most tightly packed cities in the country and considered
worse than Glasgow.  It was also Britain’s poorest city, with the lowest wages and low
employment – but still there was a great striving for respectability among its citizens.
Barney was an only child and, by his own admission, spoilt by his parents. He had a very
good relationship with them, and remembers a happy childhood. His father was from
Buckie, where as a child he had lived a largely unsupervised life, rarely going to school.
At a young age, he cycled from Buckie and came to Aberdeen, staying in a hut in the area
now known as Fittie (at that time called Aul’ Fittie).  Barney’s mother was an orphan from
Paisley. He was proud of his father, who was a champion swimmer and weightlifter. He
also remembers an eccentric old aunt who arranged her funeral wake before she died and
invited all her relatives to attend at Seamount Court, where she lived.
The area’s schools included St Clement Street, Hanover Street – and Frederick Street,
where the playground was on the roof due to lack of surrounding ground space. Barney
described the school playgrounds as being fairly violent at this time. He went briefly to
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York Street Nursery, which was provided by the local council for the poorest parts of the
town. His primary education started in St Clement Street School, and when it closed he
moved to Hanover Street School, which was considered to be the most deprived school in
the city. Many of the pupils came from very poor homes and were given free school
meals. If it rained, the pupils were given a half-day as many of them didn’t have coats.
This was stopped, as the children were going to the cinema instead of going home.
Because of the lack of toilet and bathing facilities at home, the children were marched
from school once a week to the Public Baths. They were given carbolic soap, and rubber
aprons to cover their modesty. A large man oversaw the bathing to ensure they all got a
good scrub. The girls washed separately, and the same man was present there too.
One of the Miller Street residents Barney particularly remembered was Mrs Forbes, who
lived on the ground floor. She was rich compared to the building’s other tenants, and
allowed Barney to watch her television. She was connected to the Forbes brothers, who
were the local bookies at a time when gambling was illegal. Bets were placed on the horse
racing which occurred on Friday and Saturday nights. The money was counted out in a
pram and pushed to the Castlegate, where punters collected their winnings.
The “Big Hoose” was owned by the chemical works Scottish Agriculture Industries (SAI).
This was where Barney’s father worked as a labourer – and it was very hard physical
work, as no horses were used there. Instead, the men did their work using harnesses to
pull carts and the huge wheelbarrows. In this area also were the gasworks, ropeworks,
sawmill and shipyards. Barney’s family lived between the chemical works and the
gasworks. It was a very unhealthy place to live, but nevertheless the children would play
in the chemical works, gasworks and sawmill. There would be fumes coming up from the
gasworks which the children would be inhaling, making them high.
The children had a lot of freedom to play in their area. Barney remembers playing in
derelict property in Fish Street where the first two sets of steps had been removed to
discourage people from entering. However, the children used to climb up via the spaces
left by the steps to reach the top. Some of them also climbed up onto the roof, but Barney
didn’t join them.
The Salvation Army had an Outreach Centre at the Citadel, where Barney went a few
times to Sunday school, expecting it to be a bit posh. Instead, he found it pretty rough,
with children from the poverty-stricken Virginia Street and Castlehill Barracks attending.
One time, too many children turned up, and the Salvation Army booked the Hop Inn bar to
hold their Sunday school. Going to the cinema was a favourite pastime for the children,
and crowds of them went to the ABC Saturday matinees. When the manager asked if it
was anyone’s birthday, hundreds of hands were raised.
Barney remembers his childhood in the “Big Hoose” as a happy time despite the poverty
all around. At this time, the children in poor areas were monitored to check their health.
Clinics were provided to give them healthy foods such as Virol, made from sugar, malt
and animal bones.  When Barney was ten years old, the family was eventually rehoused in
a new flat in Torry with modern facilities.
The meeting was followed by a lively discussion, with members of the audience sharing
many of the memories of Barney’s childhood days and experiences.
kitcorall@gmail.com Kit Corall No. 1000
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Edinburgh Group Reports
Michelle Leonard, “Using DNA to solve family-tree mysteries”
14th September 2019
Michelle drew another large crowd eager to hear her high-speed romp through the basics
and much more.  There’s always something new to learn about DNA-testing and what the
results mean.  Her essential two-page handout of tips and links is at bit.ly/ANESFHS2019.
Autosomal DNA tests a mix of the DNA you’ve inherited from all of your ancestral lines.
It is the most popular test but is limited to 5–7 generations because of how it is passed
down.  You receive exactly 50% from each parent, but all other percentages for more
distant ancestors and relatives are approximate.  You can use autosomal DNA testing to
verify your tree, break down brick walls, connect with new cousins, add new branches to
your tree, identify unknown ancestors, test hypotheses, and learn about your ethnic make-
up. X-chromosome DNA is included with this test.
Test at Ancestry first, as they have the largest database.  Then transfer your Ancestry raw
data to MyHeritage, FTDNA, LivingDNA/FindMyPast and GEDMatch (after ensuring
you are comfortable with all terms and conditions). Test at 23andMe to get into all of the
different databases.  There will be costs each time, but results can make it all worthwhile.
Michelle’s top tips
 Test your older generations – they have more DNA from your ancestors than you do.

 Test siblings if you have no older-generation relatives; test cousins (especially cousins
of parents) if no siblings.  The more family members with unique DNA from your
ancestors that enter the databases, the better chance you have of finding useful matches.

 To maximise your chances of success, aim to get yourself into all the major databases.

 Always work with the highest matches you can, but don’t discount lower matches if
they have shared surnames and shared locations – search for those on your match lists.

 To get the most out of DNA-testing, include in your tree all known direct ancestors and
collateral lines.  The bigger your tree, the more connections you’ll be able to work out.

 Make the system work for you: if you don’t want to put your whole master tree online,
then create a skeleton tree of direct ancestors to attach to your DNA results.  And don’t
discount matches that have small trees or none at all. Build trees for them yourself!

 Contact your matches. Those who respond could help you in many ways.

 If you are adopted or have unknown parentage, other techniques can be used: e.g.
examine the trees of your highest matches and try to work out how the shared matches
you have with them match each other, as this should be how they match you too.

 Familiarise yourself with centimorgans (cMs) and ranges of sharing.  Use the shared cM
project to help you with determining relationships, and don’t take company relationship
estimates too literally, as ranges of cMs for relationships are broad.

 This “Shared cM Project” tool will work out your most likely relationship ranges and
even give you probability numbers: https://dnapainter.com/tools/sharedcmv4.
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 Always investigate potential outliers thoroughly, and don’t assume a known paper-trail
relationship is an outlier when it’s more likely the paper trail has errors.

 Make use of third-party tools such as GEDMatch, DNAGedcom, DNA Painter
including WATO, Clustering tools such as Genetic Affairs, and, for organising data,
Genome Mate Pro.

 Fill in an X-DNA Inheritance table with your X-contributing ancestors to help with X-
DNA matches.  Michelle uses the tables at www.genealogyjunkie.net/downloads.html.

 Bookmark and use the ISOGG wiki: https://isogg.org/wiki/Wiki_Welcome_Page – a
great reference source.

There are many DNA-dedicated Facebook groups. Webinars are useful, and there are
many good ones on the dedicated Genetic Genealogy Ireland channel as well as on Legacy
Family Tree Webinars. Read books, including Tracing Your Ancestors Using DNA: A
Guide for Family Historians, co-written by Michelle and published in June 2019.
To conclude, Michelle advised us to read, learn, practise, don’t be afraid to ask questions
or make mistakes – and have fun!
edinburgh@anesfhs.org.uk Ivor Normand No. 4161

Gary Lawrie, “Transatlantic resources: researching Thomas Moonlight”
9th November 2019
Gary, of Heart of Scotland Ancestry, joined ANESFHS in 1997; his paternal line is from
North-East Scotland. He was a police officer in central Scotland for 30 years, retiring in
2016, when he also completed the University of Strathclyde’s postgraduate Diploma in
Genealogical, Palaeographic and Heraldic Studies, and founded his company.
Gary told us the story of a Scottish ancestor’s emigration to the USA and explained much
about North American online genealogical resources.  Not claiming to be an expert on
these, he concluded with reflections on his experiences and lessons learned from pursuing
and organising this research into the colourful life and family of his relative, who became
famous in the US military and in public life.  Some myths have grown up around Thomas
Moonlight’s origins: from an illegitimate child of Bonnie Prince Charlie, to a foundling
raised by travelling folk, and so on.  Few records can be found of Thomas’s early years.
Thomas’s family came from Kincardineshire: he was descended from a brother of Gary’s
6g-grandmother Christian Moonlight, whose parents John and Janet (née Grant) are buried
at Dunnottar kirkyard.  Gary had joined GoONS and begun a one-name study into the
Moonlight surname.  One line had moved north to Buchan, while Thomas’s line moved
down the coast to Angus, where he was baptised on 30th September 1833 in St Vigeans
parish and appears aged 7 in the 1841 census.  In the Arbroath Herald of 2nd July 1903
(www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk), Gary has found memories of Tom Moonlight’s
leadership qualities in fights between schoolboys in rival institutions. He recommends
using old newspapers as a basis for your investigative work.
Tom left for America, apparently at the young age of 13, and disappears from Scottish
records. There is a Tom in apprentices’ indenture records, but the identity is inconclusive
(perhaps a cousin?); and Gary has yet to find a maritime record of whether Tom emigrated
from Dundee or from Arbroath, where (newspapers reported) he continued to have contact
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with relatives. Tom turns up in US Army enlistment records (available through Ancestry):
a clerk aged “21”, 6’ tall with blue eyes and florid complexion, enlisting in the artillery on
17th May 1853 at Philadelphia for five years. Gary warned us to beware of FamilySearch
and public trees online: they can be misleading, though US death records are very reliable.
Tom’s US Army service record and an online family bible transcription show his marriage
in 1855 to Irish-born Ellen Murray at Ringgold Barracks, Texas, on the Mexican border.
The eldest of their nine children was born in 1857 in Florida, and the rest in Kansas.
His service ended on 17th May 1858 at Leavenworth, Kansas as 1st Sergeant. From written
histories, Gary was able to follow Tom’s regiment fighting in the Third Seminole War
(“Billy Bowleg’s War”) in Florida in a series of skirmishes in the Everglades between the
US Army and Seminole Indians (see www.legendsofamerica.com).
Tom Moonlight reappears in the American Civil War, commissioned on 20th July 1861 as
Captain in the Artillery, 4th Kansas regiment.  In border skirmishes between Kansas and
Missouri, he gained a reputation for artillery and marksmanship skills and bravery under
fire.  He wrote lots of letters that reveal his political ambitions.
In 1863 at the Battle of Honey Springs, he became aware of more black soldiers fighting
on the Unionist side than whites. Soldiers were segregated into separate regiments by
colour.  In March 1864, he was appointed Colonel, 2nd Kansas Brigade.  The Wartime
Reminiscences of Col. Thomas Moonlight are unpublished but are now online, showing a
progressive attitude to slavery and emancipation:

… bound for the land of the free bearing with the wailing & anguish of bereaved rebel
hearts for the loss of property, carrying on their back the curses and maledictions of
former masters, yet feeling proudly conscious that a new field of operations was opened
before them; that the day of their liberty had at last dawned in splendour and majesty,
and that they were no longer reckoned as the brutes of the field, but should henceforth
be known as men, women & children earning their way to the honoured and dignified
positions of “American Citizens”.

At the end of the Civil War, he became Commander of Fort Laramie at a strategic location
in Wyoming Territory. Controversy arose over his hanging of two Native Americans who
had brought back a kidnapped white woman and her child, despite the mother’s protest
against the execution. Then a well-publicised blunder led to Moonlight being relieved of
his command. He had led a large group of cavalry unsuccessfully pursuing a group of
Lakota who managed to capture all his horses, forcing the cavalrymen to walk 60 miles
back home. His military service ended on 17th July 1865.
After the Civil War, he and his family settled in Leavenworth, Kansas, with a Land Grant
for building a homestead.  He went into state politics and was appointed US Collector of
Revenue for Kansas; then he changed from Democrat to a Republican.  In 1868, he was
elected Secretary of State for Kansas (chroniclingamerica.loc.gov).  In 1870 he switched
back to Democrat, and in 1872 he was elected State Senator for Leavenworth County.
Main events in his life are described online.  In June 1883, he was sent to Dodge City to
suppress disorder – along with Wyatt Earp.  In 1887, President Cleveland appointed him
Governor of Wyoming Territory for two years, during which (in February 1889) he found
it judicious to pardon one Harry Longabaugh, aged 19 – the “Sundance Kid”, caught for
the only time, who later met Butch Cassidy … and the rest is movie history.
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From 1893 to 1897, Tom Moonlight was US Minister (i.e. Ambassador) to Bolivia. He
died in 1899 at Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, and is buried there with his wife in Mount
Muncie Cemetery (see www.findagrave.com). News of his death was printed in Scotland.
Gary’s general advice is that websites relevant to transatlantic family-history research are
worth the subscription. The key sites are Ancestry, FindMyPast, FamilySearch and Find
A Grave.  For military records, see Ancestry etc. and Fold3.com, including the stories,
photographs and personal documents of army personnel – men and women.
There are many US national and specialist websites. “Chronicling America” enables full-
text searches of historic newspaper pages from 1789 to 1963; and try the US Newspaper
Directory. But beware fake news! The site archive.org requires a subscription, but most
documents are out of copyright. It contains all American papers that are digitally scanned,
and is worth hours of use.  See familysearch.org for the US census.
Gary uses the genealogy software package RootsMagic, which creates wallcharts and
integrates with research sites. He also recommends using a note-taking app such as
evernote.com, which has a version for mobile phones.
A report of our January meeting will appear in the next Journal. Our next meeting is on
2nd May (not as per Journal 153 Diary page), when several of our local members will talk
on “Experiences of DNA-testing”.  Come along!

Geoff Hare No. 21515
edinburgh@anesfhs.org.uk Ivor Normand No. 4161

—oOo—

Moray/Banff Group Report
Our November meeting saw us looking at various ways of making sense of our research.
It fitted in well as a follow-up to our “brick wall” meeting, as we looked at a wide range of
documents such as parish registers, statutory certificates and censuses, and also considered
an interesting collection of family stories, using these to illustrate the ways in which it is
all too easy to be misled and how important it is to verify our information.
As our usual room was not bookable in December for our first-Saturday-of-the-month
meeting, we decided to be more ambitious this time, so we all gathered in the private room
at Threaplands Garden Centre Restaurant for our Christmas Social.  It was a very lively
gathering, and we all enjoyed an excellent afternoon tea.  A genealogical quiz exercised
everyone’s brains, and a good time was had by all!
We began the year in January with another “Bring along a brick wall”, the first of the two
we hold each year, and again we had an interesting selection with some positive results.
Meetings continue to be well attended, with members coming from a surprisingly wide
area; and we look forward to extending our knowledge and expertise this coming syllabus
year with a range of topics, from practice with old handwriting to a bit of Latin, the results
of some of our DNA tests and a venture into records and resources available both south of
the border and in Ireland and elsewhere.  Do come along and join in the fun.
moray.banff@anesfhs.org.uk Mary Evans No. 1975
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Glasgow Group Report
Michelle Leonard, “The Fromelles Genealogy Project”
16th November 2019
Subtitled “From WW1 mass grave to 21st-century named grave”, this was a gem of a talk,
packing in loads of information and some stunning illustrations.  Michelle Leonard is a
genetic genealogist, DNA detective and much else besides, and we were delighted by her
very thorough and emotionally involving presentation.  I thank Michelle heartily for her
PowerPoint slides, which helped greatly with the detail in this report.
The project was set up in order to trace DNA-appropriate relatives of soldiers who died on
19th July 1916 in the disastrous battle of Fromelles (west of Lille, northern France) and
who may have been buried in a mass grave in Pheasant Wood (Bois du Faisan).  This
battle was the first major offensive fought by Australian troops on the Western Front, and
also involved a British division.
The German army held the town of Fromelles. The Allied attack was mainly intended as a
feint to draw German troops away from the Somme offensive, 50 miles further south.
Two very inexperienced infantry divisions were cut down by German machine-gunners.
The 5th Australian Division suffered 5,533 casualties (1,780 killed), putting it out of
offensive action for many months.  The 61st British Division suffered 1,547 casualties (503
killed); and just over 1,000 German casualties brought the total to over 8,000.
The attack was a complete failure.  A temporary truce to evacuate the wounded and collect
the dead was proposed, but British commanders rejected the idea as being bad for morale.
The 24 hours of 19th–20th July 1916 are known as the worst in Australia’s entire – not just
military – history.  Their casualties at Fromelles matched the total Australian casualties in
the Boer, Korean and Vietnam Wars combined. The bodies of 1,335 Australian and 350
British troops were never recovered from the battlefield.
The Germans had to bury the men who had died near their own trenches.  After the war,
many mass graves were uncovered, but the one at Fromelles was somehow overlooked.
Rumours to this effect persisted in Australia for years – and Lambis Englezos, a retired
Melbourne schoolteacher, made it his life’s mission to find it. After years of research, he
found it from German First World War aerial reconnaissance photographs. The authorities
were hard to convince; but historian Peter Barton found the burial order in the Bavarian
Archives in Munich, so an investigation had to be launched.  A special expedition from
Glasgow University’s Archaeological Research Division (GUARD) officially confirmed
the existence of the missing mass grave on the outskirts of the village in May 2008.  Eight
pits had been dug, but only five turned out to have been used.
British and Australian authorities then had some big decisions to make.  It was decided to
recover the remains and re-inter them – and so the first new war cemetery in France in
over 50 years had to be built by the CWGC.  In summer 2009, the site was excavated to
discover the remains of 250 men.  These were carefully and respectfully moved to a
temporary on-site mortuary while the new cemetery was built.
A ground-breaking deviation from protocol: DNA-testing programme
The remains of unidentified First World War soldiers are forever being discovered.  The
standard protocol is to re-inter them in an individual grave with the inscription “Known
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Unto God”. With advancements in DNA technology, those in charge of the Fromelles
discovery had the chance to do something different. The decision was taken to attempt to
give each fallen soldier a named grave via DNA-matching.
The Australian and British authorities compiled lists of their unrecovered victims and
circulated these to various media outlets in the hope that relatives would come forward to
donate DNA. This led to the creation of the Fromelles Genealogy Project.  Publicity
alone, however, would be insufficient, so something more proactive was required.  Most
of the men had not yet married or had children, so their closest living relatives would be
descendants of siblings or cousins – but how many great-nephews/nieces or cousins one,
two or three generations removed would even know that their soldier had existed?
Volunteer researchers in Australia and the UK set up projects to trace the family trees of
the missing men and to try to establish contact with as many DNA-appropriate relatives as
possible and encourage them to participate in the DNA-testing programme. The British
project undertook to research all 332 missing men of the 61st British Division – a vast
undertaking which has resulted in an Ancestry tree containing over 18,000 names.
The Australian project would have taken an army of researchers decades on the same basis
for over 1,300 missing men from that night, so it was decided to begin by concentrating on
the 191 whose names appeared on the German Totenlisten.  This has now been expanded
to include research done on any of the men.
Y-DNA and mt-DNA tests were the main tests undertaken, although autosomal testing
was used in three cases.  Of the 250 men in the mass grave, only six did not yield a viable
DNA sample (from vascular tooth pulp; also femurs, metatarsals and metacarpals).  The
ideal scenario became two Y-DNA donors and two mt-DNA donors for each soldier if
possible. This was very difficult to facilitate, but even one of each was workable.
The closest living relative is not always the best match. For children, you can trace only
the lines of sons for DNA donors.  For siblings, you can trace sons and daughters, but in
specific ways. (Great-)aunts/uncles and cousins can also yield results.  A continuous
unbroken male line will yield a perfect Y-DNA donor.  An unbroken female line (from
e.g. a maternal aunt) will yield a perfect living mt-DNA donor, whether male or female.
For a positive identification to be made, the project’s Data Analysis Team examined
forensic and artefact evidence, historical information, anthropological data and DNA
results, then prepared recommendations for the Joint Identification Board, comprising
officials from the Australian and UK military as well as forensic advisers.   The Board has
convened each March since 2010. After the first meeting, 75 Australian men had been
identified among the 250 – and this has now risen to 166 as at March 2019.
Case study: George Coull
Private George Coull was one of the missing.  First port of call: the CWGC website.  His
name is on the Loos Memorial (panel 22–25), and he was with the Royal Warwickshire
Regiment (service no. 5598), 2nd/7th Bn.  From the Soldiers Died in the Great War
database, he lived in and had been born in Aberchirder, Banffshire, and enlisted at Perth.
Comments at the bottom add: “Formerly 1701, Highl. Cyclist Battn”.
A recruiting poster for the Highland Cyclist Battalion stated: “STRONG, self-reliant young
Men possessing Bicycles are wanted for this fine Regiment”.  Another ad, for the South
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Midland Divisional Cyclist Company, stated: “Must be 19, and willing to serve abroad.
Cycles provided.  Uniform and Clothing issued on enlistment … BAD TEETH NO BAR.”
Conscription from March 1916 meant that men in home territorial units (like the HCB)
were also required to fight overseas.  Those who had already undergone full training were
the first to be shipped out. From the HCB, 150 men were transferred to the RWR’s 2nd/6th

and 2nd/7th Bns on 22nd May 1916, less than two months before the battle of Fromelles.
Of the 25 Scottish soldiers on the British list of missing, 23 were initially in the HCB.
They were trained as self-sufficient, highly mobile troops, so they had to be very fit, and
this generally meant that HCB soldiers were very young.  Most of those who died at
Fromelles were in their teens or early 20s – and two were under age.
British Army WW1 service records exist, but 60% of them were destroyed by fire during
the 1940 Blitz, and no service record survives for George Coull – but, using his service
number, you could search for close numbers in the same regiment to try to establish when
he signed up. It is also likely, though not always the case, that men who signed up around
the same time would follow similar paths in the same regiment and battalion.
Michelle then took us through how to establish George’s birth details and parents’ names
using “Scotland’s People”. Always search first for a Service Returns death.  No age is
given for George in the CWGC or SDGW entries – but Service Return records may record
an age, helping you to skip straight to the birth search.  Alas, again no such record exists
for George; but Michelle showed another HCB/RWR example, David L. Ireland of Fife.
George was born in Aberchirder, Marnoch parish – and there were three possibilities in a
20-year range.  Death records ruled two out, leaving only the George Coull born on 18th

August 1894 at Long Lane, Aberchirder: father John (carpenter journeyman), mother
Mary (M.S. Brockie), married on 30th December 1892 at Marnoch; informant the father.
Having found this birth and the family’s 1901 census entry, Michelle showed us how to try
to identify the best mt-DNA or Y-DNA donor – or at least a living relative.  She had taken
the plunge, phoned a niece of George’s – and scored a direct hit, as this lady had always
known about her uncle, who was her father’s idolised eldest brother.  A wonderful photo
of a uniformed soldier could at last be identified with a name and personal details.
George’s body had not been recovered, but his name was on a German Totenliste that was
passed to the Red Cross, so he was either buried by the Germans or had been close enough
to their lines for them to pick up his identification disc. He is commemorated on the same
Loos Memorial panel as the rest of the HCB and RWR men who fell at Fromelles. He is
also on the family gravestone in Aberdeenshire – but the family had been wrongly told he
had died on the Somme.  For more on George’s war service, read the RWR war diaries
(there are none for the HCB, as it was an administrative unit and not an operational one).
In nearly as much fascinating detail again, Michelle also took us through the case studies
of John Smith from Forfar (also HCB and RWR), Henry “Harry” Turnbull who died at
Fromelles aged 17, Corporal Robert Courtney Green of the 32nd Battalion AIF (b. 1886 in
London; emig. 1909), and Cyril Donald Johnston.
Resources
“Commemorating the Missing” is a project to create a genealogical memorial and a
genetic memorial for the missing soldiers of WW1. The four goals are: (1) to build a
family tree for each one (“pick a soldier, plant a tree”); (2) to identify informative DNA



February 2020 Aberdeen & NE Scotland FHS Page 15

donors for each one (“One in a Million”); (3) to facilitate this DNA donation; and (4) to
manage public expectations about what DNA-testing can and cannot achieve.
As at the date of our talk, the numbers were: 166 identified and 53 unidentified Australian
Army soldiers; 29 unidentified of unknown origin (likely also Australian Army); and two
unidentified British Army soldiers.  For Michelle’s article on the 100th anniversary of the
battle, see https://www.forces-war-records.co.uk/magazine/issues/issue16/32-33/.
Michelle gave notice of her Legacy Family Tree webinar that would soon be available;
and you can download her three-page handout from http:/bit.ly/FromellesANESFHS2019,
which gives many links and resources for further follow-up, including books on Fromelles.
Ceremonial
Fromelles (Pheasant Wood) Military Cemetery was opened with a dedication ceremony in
July 2010 on the 94th anniversary of the battle, with room for 400 graves. All relatives of
men who had been identified were invited, as were those who had worked on the project.
In February 2010, 249 of the men had been reburied with full honours, leaving one
unknown soldier to be reburied on the opening day as part of the dedication ceremony.
Unable to attend the dedication service at Fromelles, George’s niece gathered her entire
family, and they held their own private commemoration for him at his parents’ grave, on
which he is named. To add a fitting personal touch, Michelle had the photograph that had
lain unrecognised for decades colourised, and an enlarged print produced and presented to
George’s niece. She laid this and some flowers at the graveside.
Our audience was enraptured by the whole story, and there were many questions for
Michelle after her talk and during the tea break.  We hope to see you at our next meetings
on 15th February and Members’ Day on 16th May, at both of which the theme will be
tackling your genealogical “brick walls”.
glasgow@anesfhs.org.uk Ivor Normand No. 4161

—oOo—

New ANESFHS London-area Group!
Thank you to all who responded to my posts in the Members’ Forum (Suggestion Box)
and note in Journal 153 (p. 10). I contacted people who were interested, and we arranged
an initial get-together for Saturday 18th January in a café. We had 23 people show positive
interest, with some saying they couldn’t do that date but were keen to attend another time.
Anyway, 13 people made the trip to the meet-up.  We decided we will meet four times a
year, starting very soon – and we have a home already. I’ve negotiated a good rate to hire
the hall at Crown Court Church of Scotland, Russell Street, London WC2 5EZ (use the
side door on Crown Court).
Date of next meeting is Saturday 29th February 2020, from 12 noon until 2pm.  Bring a
sandwich if you wish. Tea, coffee, cake and biscuits will be provided.  For directions, see
http://www.crowncourtchurch.org.uk/home/where-to-find-us/.
Happy for folks to get in touch with me by e-mail (below) or Twitter (@sjclark30).
london@anesfhs.org.uk Sheena Clark No. 19190
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Brisbane-area Group Report
16th November 2019
We had 13 attendees, including five who were attending for the first time. After a series
of IT issues with the computer and AV set-up, we heard from three presenters.
Val told us about her Disher family, in particular James Disher of the 19th Hussars Regt,
who was born in Glasgow and died in Brisbane.  His father was born in New York and
died in Glasgow; and we discussed how and why that might have happened. Val wants to
discover how James ended up in Australia, where he worked as an engineer.  We posited a
range of possibilities, including swimming. There was discussion on locating shipping
lists, but Val has already searched extensively. Any suggestions gratefully received.
Sharon presented on her 2g-grandmother, Isabella Mutch, who had a son Donald by an
unnamed father in 1862 in Kinnellar. Donald later appears as Donald Mutch Aird with his
“parents”, Donald Aird (a stillman) and Mary Cruickshank Will, in the 1871 census at
Balnoon Cottage, Inverkeithny parish. Donald Aird snr (b. 1840 Alness) and Mary had
married in 1868 (six years after Donald jnr’s birth) and had two children by 1871, Charles
and Mary Jane. Sharon then explained her research process. With many Mutches (and
Airds) to choose from, she outlined the process of elimination whereby she had amassed
evidence to suggest that Donald Mutch (Aird) was indeed her great-grandfather. She also
spoke of the DNA breakthrough that enabled her to find Isabella Mutch (b. 1840 Ellon).
A discussion followed on establishing genealogical proof. Some of the group had
undertaken their own research on Sharon’s problem and had come up with suggestions
before the meeting. Sharon is seeking school records for Donald Mutch/Aird from about
1867, Donald snr’s residence in 1861, and any further information about the families.
Finally, after a cup of tea and a quick IT change from PC to Apple, Dale told us all about
Evidentia, a program that is a tool to organise, analyse and share genealogical information
for use as evidence to answer research questions. Unlike traditional research, Evidentia’s
approach starts with the source itself – extracting, classifying and analysing information
for quality and accuracy. Once a reasoned proof statement and conclusion is written, only
then is the information from the source added to the family tree with the appropriate
source and citations attached to people, events and facts.
The group discussed source and citation conventions, and Dale provided the example of
Elizabeth Shown Mills’ Evidence Explained as a guide to citing your records (a new
concept to some in the group). The goal of Evidentia is to use this evidence to generate
both Genealogical Proof and Research Summary reports of your decision-making process
to accept or reject pieces of evidence and resolve conflicts. Evidentia is clearly a very
powerful program, and attendees could see its potential in helping them with their own
research. I expect that these concepts will be revisited in future sessions.
 Evidentia website: https://evidentiasoftware.com/welcome/
 Genealogical Proof Standard (GPS): https://bcgcertification.org/ethics-standards/
 Board for Certification of Genealogists, Genealogy Standards, 2nd edn (2019)
 Elizabeth Shown Mills, Evidence Explained: Citing History Sources from Artifacts to

Cyberspace, 3rd edn (2015)
 Evidence Explained website: https://www.evidenceexplained.com
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This was our first structured meeting with presenters.  The group can be whatever we
want, since we’re making it up as we go along.  We want to provide support for presenters,
as we’re all trying to improve our research skills.
brisbane@anesfhs.org.uk Robin Price No. 18058

—oOo—

Melbourne-area Group Reports
Winter meeting, 17th August 2019
Each of our 11 attendees gave a brief description of our genealogical highlight for the last
few months. Julie F has discovered a relative, Thomas Kelman Fleming, who was a BBC
presenter.  I’ve found a second cousin who has submitted a Record of Ancestors Chart to
the Society, and am hoping to make contact. Janet has been researching since 1971 and
has had some extraordinary experiences along the way. Her highlight was from 2007,
visiting an old inn that had previously been owned by her great-grandfather and being
given some old family photographs by the current owner.
Everyone is encouraged to bring along any useful research material, websites or books
they have for Show and Tell.  This meeting, we had six books to hand round.
Margaret is a member of Buchan & District FHS, and when visiting in 2018 she found the
local knowledge very useful.  She is also a member of some Facebook groups where
people often post lovely old photographs.
The University of Tasmania has an online Diploma of Family History that both Margaret
and Craig have done or are doing, and they recommend it for the full range of research
skills, writing skills, presentation and so on.
Julie R recommends the online Scottish Indexes, which have useful court records. Julie F
recommends a podcast called “Clan Lands” by two actors from Outlander. Margaret had
received a discount on her annual Ancestry subscription by negotiating after it was due.
We also discussed DNA-testing and what different companies do; and we discussed the
Scottish traditional naming pattern (eldest son after the father’s father etc.).
John described a “brick wall”: his 2g-grandfather (Park), born in 1830 in Strichen, who
was orphaned as a two-year-old and later emigrated to Melbourne.  John cannot locate the
parents’ marriage.  The group discussed potential sources of information and will think
about what other sources might be possible.

Spring meeting, 23rd November 2019
We had 12 attendees to continue discussing “brick walls” and recommending resources to
tackle them. Jen’s is a merchant seaman from Banff whose baptism/birth she cannot trace
despite finding another family of the same surname in the same street in the 1841 census.
She has his 1850 Scottish marriage record and his 1852 arrival in Victoria. Vera’s is her
ancestor Margaret Coutts, who married in 1829 and died between 1837 and 1841. She has
been unable to find a death or burial record for Margaret.
Resources suggested included oldscottish.com for its feature “Find the Father”.  This is a
business based in Edinburgh that lists parish records with some very useful information.
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Jeanette has started a McRobb one-name study and has learned a lot about McRobbs but
not yet knocked down her brick wall.  She posted about her ancestor on RootsWeb and
had some useful responses, including an unrelated person sending her relevant documents
found in their attic. Mary Jo has put many posts on RootsWeb, GenForum, Find-a-Grave
and other places, and has had responses from strangers who have sent family information
and letters to her.  Jeanette mentioned the Aberdeenshire 1696 Poll Tax, which lists the
males of each parish. We also looked at the Index to MIs on the ANESFHS website.
For our Show and Tell, Mary Jo brought her great-grandfather’s original birth certificate
from Old Machar, which was liberally anointed with sticky tape! Jeanette spoke about her
husband’s ancestor’s medals for the Ashanti war in 1873–74, one of which she managed to
buy from a collector.
Helen brought some ANESFHS books from Bruce Bishop’s series, The Lands and People
of Moray. The books give an old parish map, detail the records available prior to official
registration, and list names from church records of the parish.
Our next meeting on Saturday 15th February will be held at Mary Jo’s house, as we cannot
get the room in the Baillieu Library that weekend. At this meeting, we will decide dates
for the rest of 2020.  If you’re interested, please get in touch.
melbourne@anesfhs.org.uk Caroline Gauld No. 21485

—oOo—

Another New ANESFHS Group – now Ontario!
As this Journal went to press, there were lively and promising e-mail discussions ongoing
about Society members getting together to form a new group – probably centred on the
Greater Toronto Area (GTA) but possibly also planning to meet at points west of Toronto.
The feasibility of “virtual meetings” is also being investigated, given the great distances
between members, many of whom prefer not to travel during the snowy winter months.
Interest has been expressed from nearly as far away as Ottawa – and so it may make sense
to look into the possibilities of members meeting there too, though we have fewer within
reach of Ottawa than of Toronto.  Progress will be reported in the next Journal; and in the
meantime there will likely be updates on the Society’s social-media platforms and in a
section of the Members’ Forum on our website.  It may be April before a physical meeting
takes place.  Members in western Ontario are very excited about this prospect.
journal@anesfhs.org.uk Ivor Normand No. 4161
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Library Report
Two recent additions to our library are well worth reading.
Aberdeen Lives, vol. 2: Aberdeen at War and Peace, 1900–2000, by David Northcroft
(Inverurie: Leopard Press, 2019)
David Northcroft is a former teacher and a local historian.  When he retired, he intended to
write an accessible book on Scottish schooling, and started interviewing people about their
schooldays.  He soon discovered that people talked not only about their time at school but
also about their family, the community and what was going on at the time.  As a result, his
initial research into memories of Scottish schooldays evolved over the years into a much
bigger project.  His four books (Grampian Lives, vols 1–2, and Aberdeen Lives, vols 1–2)
give a comprehensive social record of life in Aberdeen and the North-East in the last 100
years, all based on oral histories taken from over 500 local people.
This new work, the final volume in the series, is based on the recorded reminiscences of
some 140 Aberdonians, with topics including both combat and Home Front recollections
of the Second World War as well as accounts of school, community and family life.
Many “weel-kent” Aberdeen figures feature, but the bulk of the contributions are from
“ordinary folk” in the community.  The book is well illustrated with many photographs
and is full of fascinating stories.  It’s an invaluable contribution to our local history, and
will certainly bring back many memories to local readers.  Most Aberdonians will know
someone in the book!
People and Painting: The Story of Crathes Castle, by James Burnett of Leys and
Kirsty Haslam (2019)  [code LP020: £9·99; 450 grammes]
Crathes Castle, some 18 miles west of Aberdeen, was built in the 16th century for
Alexander Burnett, and the Burnetts lived in it for over 350 years.  It now belongs to the
National Trust for Scotland. This book is essentially about the famous painted ceilings
which are recognised as some of the finest surviving in Scotland.  But it is also a guide to
the castle.  It has a large number of colour illustrations and is very readable. The book
also explains the origins of the Burnetts, their arrival on Deeside, the earlier days and a
brief history of the family. It explains the construction of the tower and takes you room by
room through the building. It’s an ideal introduction to the castle, but will also appeal to
people who know the castle well.
library@anesfhs.org.uk Margie Mellis No. 2090

—oOo—

Lloyd’s Register of Ships Online
I’ve only just noticed that much of the Lloyd’s Register of Ships can now be found online.
If any other readers didn’t know, and have maritime ancestors, they might find it helpful.
The website is www.hec.lrfoundation.org.uk.  To quote from it, some years “are now fully
accessible and searchable online. Not all editions have been digitised but the Heritage &
Education Centre are in the process of producing high-quality scans of the entire Register
Book Collection up to 2000. So far you can access these up to 1828 via The Internet
Archive. Other online volumes, up to 1899, were scanned in by Googlebooks and by The
Internet Archive. These digitised Registers can be searched by any of the fields such as
ship name, master, ship owner or place of build …”
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Diary
15th February 2020

ANESFHS Aberdeen meeting
Adventures in the archives
Prof. Marjory Harper
2:30pm, Unitarian Church, Skene Terrace

15th February 2020
ANESFHS Glasgow Group meeting
Tackling your brick wall
Mary Evans
2pm, Renfield Saint Stephen’s Church Centre,
260 Bath Street, Glasgow

15th February 2020
ANESFHS Brisbane Group meeting
Summer meeting
10am–12:30pm, Brisbane City Council
Library, Indooroopilly Shoppingtown, level 4

15th February 2020
ANESFHS Melbourne Group meeting
Summer meeting
2pm–4:30pm in a member’s house (Library
unavailable; melbourne@anesfhs.org.uk)

7th March 2020
ANESFHS Moray/Banff Group Meeting
Reading old handwriting
2pm–4pm, Activities Room, Elgin Library

21st March 2020
ANESFHS Annual General Meeting
Followed by a talk: Sir James Douglas, father
of British Columbia
Teresa Shewell
2:00pm, Unitarian Church, Skene Terrace

4th April 2020
ANESFHS Moray/Banff Group Meeting
Finding our way round the Moray LibIndx
Scott Reid
2pm–4pm, Activities Room, Elgin Library

18th April 2020
SAFHS 31st Annual Conference and Fair
It’s a Sair Fecht!
9am–4:30pm, The Brunton, Musselburgh
www.safhs.org.uk; see ad in this Journal.
** ANESFHS will have a stall.  Please contact
** jean.shirer@anesfhs.org.uk to offer help.

18th April 2020
ANESFHS Aberdeen meeting
Aberdeen streets with a story to tell
John Corall
2:30pm, Unitarian Church, Skene Terrace

2nd May 2020 (not as in Journal 153)
ANESFHS Edinburgh Group Meeting
Members’ Day: Experiences of DNA-testing
2pm, Royal Scots Club, 29 Abercromby Place

2nd May 2020
ANESFHS Moray/Banff Group Meeting
Records from Eng./Wales/Ire. and elsewhere
2pm–4pm, Activities Room, Elgin Library

16th May 2020
ANESFHS Aberdeen meeting
Register of Corrected Entries
Ken Nisbet, genealogist
2:30pm, Unitarian Church, Skene Terrace

16th May 2020
ANESFHS Glasgow Group meeting
Members’ Day: breaking down brick walls
2pm, Renfield Saint Stephen’s Church Centre,
260 Bath Street, Glasgow

16th May 2020
ANESFHS Brisbane Group meeting
Autumn meeting
10am–12:30pm, Brisbane City Council
Library, Indooroopilly Shoppingtown, level 4

6th June 2020
ANESFHS Moray/Banff Group Meeting
Family mementos
2pm–4pm, Activities Room, Elgin Library

20th June 2020
Family History Show
10am to 4:30pm
Knavesmire Centre, York Racecourse
Over 40 FHSs and County Record Offices;
ANESFHS will have a stall

15th August 2020
ANESFHS Brisbane Group meeting
Winter meeting
10am–12:30pm, Brisbane City Council
Library, Indooroopilly Shoppingtown, level 4

5th September 2020
ANESFHS Moray/Banff Group Meeting
Bring along a brick wall
2pm–4pm, Activities Room, Elgin Library

12th September 2020
ANESFHS Edinburgh Group Meeting
A monumental miscellany – MIs and more
Gavin Bell
2pm, Royal Scots Club, 29 Abercromby Place

Diary
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Letters to the Editor

Dear Editor,
Haarn Bags
Gay Murton queried the meaning of haarn bags (“Div Ye Min’?”, Journal 153, p. 17). I
know it as a common enough description of a rough jute sack or, as haarn, just the rough
material itself. My Chambers dictionary defines harn as coarse linen fabric (word derived
from hards and harden):

hards – coarse flax or hemp
harden, herden, hurden – coarse fabric made from hards [Old English heordan].

Warrack’s Scots dictionary gives harn as coarse cloth of flax/hemp, and harn-wab as a
web of coarse cloth. Harn might perhaps be a corruption of harden.
billmunro02@btinternet.com Bill Munro No. 8229

George Begg and his Family of Photographers
Linda Smith’s interesting article (Journal 153, p. 21) prompted me to review my Begg
family links.  George turns out to be a great-great-uncle of mine, one of two siblings of my
great-grandfather Robert Begg, born in 1851 in Drumoak, Aberdeenshire. Brother George
was born the previous year, also in Drumoak.
The 1881 census of nearby Durris, Kincardineshire showed George as a master blacksmith
employing one man.  His wife of eight years was indeed Elizabeth Strachan (previously
assistant to William Thomson, an established photographer in Aberdeen).  The 1891
census of Aberdeen showed George now as a photographer, doubtless supported by his
relevantly experienced wife – an interesting change of occupation for a man in his forties.
The rest of the family story is more than adequately reviewed in Linda’s article.
Linda notes that a “surprising number of photographers worked in [and around] Aberdeen
in the 1860s” – which gives me the opportunity to refer to my even more closely related
family photographic connections.  Alexander Ledingham, of 101a Rosemount Place,
became well known in the city, and several of his impressive portraits can be seen on The
Silver City Vault website (my favourite is the autographed one of Fanny).  I also own a
photograph, taken and signed by Alexander, of one of my cousins and his mother.
Another widely acknowledged photographic family was the Alexander Ledingham father-
and-son duo, whose studio was in Grantown-on-Spey.  I met Alexander jnr (“Sandy”) in
the last few years of his life – a delightful and charming man.  The Grantown Museum
used to hold a large collection of the Ledingham photographs.  The remainder are now in
the care of Sandy’s daughter.  I own one of this collection – a view of the Lairig Ghru, by
Alexander snr.  In passing, my relationship with this family has been confirmed by DNA
analysis (I am co-administrator of the FTDNA Ledingham family project).
As a brief footnote, one of George’s nephews was Bertram Begg, killed in action in 1917
in Flanders.  I contributed an account of this tragic story in Journal 144, pp. 25–26.
iml@scotpad.co.uk Iain Ledingham No. 19233
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Tackling Your Brick Walls
On the talk by Mary Evans (report, Journal 153, pp. 4–5), here is something I learned long
ago when researching my Moray ancestry, and it has helped me with my personal brick
walls.  But it does involve some diligent sleuthing that takes you beyond what you find by
simply trawling through the indexes.
I suggest locating the complete baptism register and looking at every entry over the period
of interest.  Occasionally, the information you seek will be found among the witnesses to a
baptism of a child who is not otherwise relevant in your ancestor search.  For example,
marriage and burial registers may be incomplete or missing, but sometimes you will find a
spouse identified in the baptism register.
Supplementary information may also include the designation, parish or occupation or
names of siblings of a person of interest. It may also help you to distinguish between two
persons of identical name in the parish alive at the time by identifying the witness as y’r
(younger) or s’r (senior), or by giving his/her occupation.  Also, when the name stops
appearing as a witness, it might mean he/she has moved away or has died.  It will also give
you a sense of what is happening in the parish by noting whose names repeatedly appear.
I have prepared a useful reference for my ongoing research by inspecting and transcribing
every single entry in a series of proximate parishes which include the name “Brodie” – and
you might do the same for your ancestor.
Below is a good example of a register entry which provides the wealth of information that
sometimes may be obtained for witnesses – if you are lucky:

brodiejb@shaw.ca John Brodie No. 6689

Lock-Ups in Aberdeen and North-East Scotland
Dr Rosalind Crone of the Open University created the 19th-Century Prisons database at
www.prisonhistory.org in 2018. This has now been extended to include “Your Local
Lock-Up”, a public-engagement project that aims to compile data on any place or structure
used for temporary imprisonment between the 16th and early 20th centuries. These include
purpose-built lock-ups, police stations, cells in town halls or courthouses, workhouses,
stocks and even rooms in pubs where prisoners were guarded overnight. The accused
might have been held there until they appeared before a magistrate, or the structures could
even have been used by the community to punish anyone misbehaving in the parish.
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Instructions for Queries
Queries are accepted from paid-up Society members free of charge.  Non-members should
donate £1.00 per query (or postage stamps).  Up to four queries per person will be accepted per
calendar year.  The parts of a multi-part query count as separate queries. Each query will show
the submitter’s name, e-mail address and membership number.  The query service is intended
for ancestor research and not as a finding service for recent or living relatives.  We will omit
parts of a query which we consider too recent, or which have no North-East Scottish content.
If you have asked the Society for research, you’ll receive an answer eventually.  Please don’t
duplicate requests by asking for research on the same question as a Journal query.
In each Journal, we include all the queries that are ready.  Queries received close to our
publication date will appear in the following Journal.
If you resubmit or update an old query, please annotate it accordingly. Journal queries should
be sent separately from other correspondence, with your name and membership number on
each request, to: queries@anesfhs.org.uk

We need your help! We have over 700 English lock-ups in the database but only seven for
Scotland.  There may be countless others we know nothing about – and we would be very
grateful if you could tell us about any in your area. Or did Scotland have a different
history of local imprisonment, and lock-ups were never used? If that is the case, we would
like to hear from anyone who can tell us how practice differed locally. Similarly, has
anyone written books or articles on the history of imprisonment in Scotland? The known
literature currently concentrates on English prison history.
There are several ways you can get involved:
 Use an online form at www.prisonhistory.org/locallock-up/submit-lock-up to contribute

information directly into the database.
 Supply us with photographs of structures long gone or of any still in existence.
 Add extra details and photographs of somewhere already listed in the database by using

the “Anything to Add” button on each lock-up entry.
 Tell us a longer story that gives the history of the lock-up (or its prisoners), how it has

been restored, or local events held there: www.prisonhistory.org/category/stories/.
 Join our team!  We are always happy for anyone interested in lock-ups and penal history

more generally to join our project team to help with research and the development of the
database at www.prisonhistory.org/local-lock-up/become-a-contributor/.

We especially welcome historic and present-day descriptions of structures or their uses,
but we are equally keen to hear anecdotes about incidents involving the lock-up, the
prisoners held there and the locations of any that are now lost.
Prison History UK is also on social media; and you can subscribe directly to our mailing
list at www.prisonhistory.org to receive the latest project news and updates. If you have
any queries, or would like further information about Your Local Lock-Up, please e-mail
Rosalind.Crone@open.ac.uk or myself. We very much look forward to receiving your
comments and contributions to this exciting new project.
earlypolicing@gmail.com Dr Elaine Saunders (Researcher, Your Local Lock-Up)

—oOo—
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QUERIES
154/1 TAYLOR / MORRISON: Seeking info. on John Taylor (captain of the Sarah Mills; d.

1890) and wife Jane Morrison. Capt. Taylor and three other crew drowned in a gale
on 25 Jan 1890 off Montrose Sands on a return voyage to Aberdeen.  Newspapers
said he left nine chn aged under 19.  I have found seven (aged up to 16) in the 1891
census at 47 Park Street, Aberdeen.  Margaret (b. 1874) and Johan (girl, b. 1875)
were b. and registered as Morrison before their parents m. in 1876; then there were
William Morrison Taylor (b. 1878), Catherine Petrie Taylor (1880), John jnr (1882–
1917), Peter (1885; d. 1920 Australia) and Robert Carmichael Taylor (1887–1917).
John jnr and Robert were killed in 1917 during WW1 when their ships were sunk by
mine explosions.  There may be another two chn b. between 1871 and 1874.
Margaret disappears after the 1891 census; Johan m. William KESSON in 1894;
William m. Jessie Walker GUYAN in 1900; Catherine m. Joseph SADLER in 1898;
John jnr m. Mary Ann ALLAN in 1910; Peter m. Jane ALLAN in 1909; and Robert
married Maggie Jane Burns McLEOD in 1909.
John snr was previously employed on the brig Good Hope and the schooner Dee.  No
further info. is known about this part of his maritime career.  He was b.c. 1832 in
Aberdeen, s/o Peter Taylor and Catherine PETRIE.  One bro., William (b.c. 1824),
remains unaccounted for after the 1841 census.
Jane Morrison (b.c. 1853 Aberdeen), widow of John Taylor, m. Alexander SHAW in
1902. Newspaper notices suggest she was still alive in 1918 at least. Jane had twins
by William MASSIE, mason, in 1892 – Charles and Albert.  Albert died at 3 months;
Charles appears as Charles Taylor in the 1901 census.  Jane also had a dau. Annie
(Shaw) before she m. Alexander.  A further two chn, Lilly A. Shaw and John Shaw,
also appear in the 1901 census. I think Annie Shaw married a Robert STALKER.  It
is complicated given that several chn appear to have been born out of wedlock.
Is anyone related to or descended from any of the above, please?  I would be thrilled
to make contact, and to learn more about my family.
pkbrial@bigpond.net.au Kate Brial No. 13272

154/2 GORDONs of Cluny:  Have any members been researching the Gordons of Cluny
who built the Hermitage of Braid in Edinburgh and extended Cluny Castle? I am
trying to piece together their family history’s main elements between 1730 and 1930.
There is a book by J. M. Bulloch on the Gordons of Cluny; and the notorious role of
John Gordon of Cluny in forcible evictions on the isle of Barra has been written up in
literature on the Clearances.  What is less well known is how this Gordon family (the
third to be titled “of Cluny”) made their money in the first place, then grew it through
service in the East India Company, sugar plantations on Tobago and landholdings in
the North-East. They feature in the “Legacies of Slave Ownership” database.
I am aware that the family archive is held at the University of Aberdeen, though
much is not in good shape thanks to damp when held at Cluny Castle! I am pursuing
this for a U3A group and will be happy to share what I find.
derrick.johnstone@educe.co.uk Derrick Johnstone No. 22321

Queries
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154/3 MURDOCH / BRODIE:  Ann, ninth child of Robert Murdoch and Isabella Brodie, is
b. 29 Sep 1862 at Craigielea, Deskryside, Tarland & Migvie. In April 1884, while
still at home, she gives birth to an illegit. dau., Margaretta Brodie Murdoch, named
after her older sister Margaret and their mother. In June 1891, Ann sails with her
dau. and Margaret on the SS Lake Nepigon to Montreal. Curiously, she appears on
the Nepigon manifest as Annie Murdoch, “wife” of male labourer Maggie Murdoch
(disguised perhaps?), with their six-year-old dau. Margaretta! From Montreal, the
trio heads to Toronto, where they reside (at least for a time) on Draper Street with
their brothers Alexander and Archibald, who had emigrated earlier. I lose track of
Ann here in Toronto, for she does not appear (at least as Ann Murdoch) in either the
Toronto directories during the 1890s or the Canadian census of 1901.
In 1907, Ann reappears in Scotland. John A. Henderson’s Aberdeenshire Epitaphs
and Inscriptions includes her in the description of the Murdoch family monument in
Glenbuchat kirkyard. She is listed here as Ann, who m. James Alexander, Nether
Savoch, Longside. I have been unable to find any reference at all to this James or to
his supposed wife, Ann (Murdoch) Alexander.  When and why did Ann return to
Scotland? What happened to her dau. Margaretta?  Why are there no records of an
Alexander–Murdoch marriage, or even of James Alexander himself? Were there any
children? When and where did Ann die? Any info. would be appreciated.
ian.waldron@rogers.com Ian Waldron No. 14688

154/4 GORDON:  Seeking info. on William Gordon, parochial schoolmaster for Lord
Cullen’s Charity School in Monymusk, who d. 1794 at Moss-side, Monymusk in his
75th year, having been a teacher for 50 years (32 years at Monymusk).
An advertisement placed in the Aberdeen Journal in May 1764 mentions “his Son”
as his Helper, who was educated at University of Edinburgh (no records found to
confirm this), and the master’s unnamed wife “Mrs Gordon and her Daughter”, who
will instruct “Females in all needful parts of Education usual in schools for Girls”.
The Monymusk OPR in 1772 recorded the minister being absent from the parish,
during which time some marriages occurred and were later inserted into the register.
One of those marriages was between James CROMBIE from the parish of “Chapel of
Garrioch” and [blank] Gordon. “No distinct account of the particular days of
proclamation being kept prevented their being insert in their proper places.”
There was no record of a marriage performed in Chapel of Garioch, and no baptisms
found for chn born to a James Crombie and Miss Gordon.
Where else could I seek the names of Mrs Gordon and Miss Gordon?  I can find no
burial record for them that ties in with known info., nor any record on a memorial
inscription.  Finding info. on William Gordon and his family has proved challenging.
One son, William Gordon jnr (c. 1745–1830), was particularly well documented –
from Monymusk to being a chaplain at Cronstadt in Russia, to becoming rector of
Speldhurst in Kent.  Mr J. M. Bulloch had a fascination for the Gordon surname; and
this William was very well researched and his family descendants documented.
Is anyone researching this family?  Any suggestions would be most appreciated.
pkbrial@bigpond.net.au Kate Brial No. 13272
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154/5 GORDON / COBBAN:  Seeking info. on parochial schoolmaster Mr Thomas Gordon
and Elisabeth Cobban (m. 1784 Huntly). They had chn Merjory (b. 1779 Keig),
William (1781 Keig), John and another William (1783 Keig), another John (b. 1787
Monymusk, d. 1867 Aberdeen), Margaret (1791 Monymusk–1810 Daviot), Mary M.
(1794 Monymusk) and Charles (1796 Monymusk–1872 Aberdeen).
Mr J. M. Bulloch had a fascination for info. on the Gordon family.  One published
article implied that there were three other daughters born to Thomas Gordon and
Elisabeth Cobban – Elizabeth, Rachel and Jean – although I can find nothing to
confirm this. The same article also implied John Gordon was in the navy.
Thomas assisted his father, William Gordon, at Monymusk, and filled the position
left vacant after William’s death.  Thomas was caught in the middle of a dispute
between Sir Archibald Grant and the minister of Monymusk, and his family suffered
greatly.  In about 1798, he was given the position of schoolmaster at Daviot.
In the 1851 census, dau. Merjory was recorded as a widow under “Gordon”, living
with her brothers Charles (and his family) and John (retired curate).  I have not been
able to find any family for her.  Whom did she marry?
Mary MacLeod Gordon m. James DONALD (tailor) in 1817 in Aberdeen.  Six chn:
Charles (b. 1818), Ernest, Helen (b. 1824), William Gordon Donald (b. 1826),
George Donald (b. 1828) and Andrew Glennie Donald (b. 1830). Mary does not
appear in the 1841 census.  James d.c. 1842 Aberdeen. Charles m. Ann WILLIAMS.
I do not know what became of William Gordon Donald, George Donald or Andrew
Glennie Donald.  The Scottish Burial Index has recorded a William Donald buried
April 1840; and an Andrew Donald buried in 1844 with the same lair reference, but I
don’t know if they are mine due to insufficient info. to claim them with certainty.
Likewise there is a George Donald buried in 1833 (aged 5), son of James Donald
(pauper/poor).  My James Donald was a tailor.  Could these be his sons?
Any assistance or guidance would be most appreciated.  Thank you!
pkbrial@bigpond.net.au Kate Brial No. 13272

154/6 MCLEAN / JACKSON: Seeking info. on any of the siblings of David McLean (b.
1830 Aberdeen, d. 1905 Glasgow). Parents were John McLean (b. 1799 Fodderty,
Ross & Cromarty, d. 1856 Aberdeen) and Barbara Elizabeth Jackson (b. 1805
London, d. 1849 Aberdeen). Siblings include Elizabeth (b. 1834), John (1836),
William (1839), Donald (1841), Thomas (1843) and Alexander (1846). All were
baptised in St Nicholas parish, Aberdeen.
David was a mariner, as, I believe, was at least one of his brothers.
johnsmclean3@gmail.com John McLean No. 5641

154/7 MACKIE: Seeking info. on James Mackie, who killed himself in an Aberdeen prison
in 1873. Any info. would be greatly appreciated, esp. concerning his imprisonment,
which was for stealing a pair of boots.  I believe there was an inquiry into the events
of his death.  If there are any records about that inquiry, I would love them.
karenjeansutton@gmail.com Karen Sutton No. 22436
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154/8 Can anyone identify these two men from this photograph found on the Ancestry
website? The location is Olive Cottage, Drumoak, Aberdeenshire – home of my gt-
grandparents Thomas Emslie (1883–1974) and Agnes (née McFarlane, 1888–1966.
The view is facing north towards Nether Anguston Farm (between Peterculter and
Garlogie).  I recognise the road, the field and the trees behind the field.
I even know that the Scottie dog on the sergeant’s knee was called Mac (my gt-gm’s
dog); however, I cannot identify the men. It is possible that they are William Emslie
III (1893–1959) and his son William Emslie IV (1919–2000), who was an RAF
corporal in 1944 (from his dau.’s b. cert.).

There is a remote
possibility that the
sergeant is William
Murray (1921–44),
who was known to
have been a corporal
in the Gordon
Highlanders and a
great friend of my
great-uncle Arthur
Emslie (1916–40),
my gt-grandparents’
only son, who was
killed in 1940 in
northern France.

I believe the photo was posted on Ancestry by a distant Emslie relative, but I have
been unable to contact them, and this has been a family mystery for many years.
reidnib.research@hotmail.co.uk Laurence J Stewart No. 2742

154/9 TAWSE:  Trying to trace the origins of army lieutenant Thomas Tawse, who was
appointed in 1775. Newspaper reports say he had been in the army previous to this,
but don’t state a regiment. Searching online reveals only the Tawse families from
Leochel and Cushnie, but of course birth records may not exist. Usually, officerships
were given to sons of gentry or ministers. I have his career after 1775.
Lt Thomas Tawse made his will in 1776 (TNA, PROB11-1080-275), where it seems
to imply that his wife was Janet Tawse, brother was Charles, and his sisters were Ann
and Elizabeth. He also mentions Mr Mackenzie, the minister of Glenmuick.
edbrumby@btconnect.com Ed Brumby No. 7506

Aberdeen Journal B/M/D columns: Wed. 12th July 1837
Married at Huntly on the 27th ult., by the Rev. James Walker: Mr John Duncan, Blairduff of
Clatt, to Anne Mackenzie.  Their ages, when added together, amount to 134.  It is also worthy
of remark that the bridegroom was led to meet his bride by one of his great-granddaughters.



February 2020 Aberdeen & NE Scotland FHS Page 31

Articles

Why I Joined ANESFHS
In Journal 153, Gay Murton asked us to write in with our reason(s) for joining ANESFHS.
Although it was many a year ago now, I can still remember the occasion clearly.
My wife and I had taken my mother and aunt, her sister, up to Scotland from our then
home near Lichfield, Staffordshire, with the intent of researching our Scottish roots. I had
an old hand-drawn tree of unknown age, plus a few notes compiled by my Aberdeen-born
grandfather – their father – soon after he had retired in the early 1950s.
First stop was in Edinburgh at the then records office. Armed with my folder of notes and
my aunt, who having lived most of her life with her father was well versed in family lore, I
walked into the brick wall of indifference and petty rules that were then in force. I had to
ditch my aunt (“no conferring”!?) and my folder with biro etc. for a pad of lined paper and
a pencil (which I may have had to purchase). Help and support from the staff was almost
non-existent: I was told what I had to do, where and when to do it, but no assistance other
than that. I struggled for a couple of hours with IGI fiche and a viewer, scribbling as many
notes as I could, but eventually realised that I had to return to the family, very deflated.
Next, we came up to Banchory to look up my grandfather’s cousin who had lived there all
her life. What a wonderful source of family information she would be – one that, on a
much earlier visit, aged 19, I had totally ignored, not being in the slightest bit interested at
that time. Sadly, she had recently passed away, which was very upsetting for my mother
and aunt.  This upset only worsened when we went to the family solicitors to seek more
information, only to be turned away as – we later thought – they were afraid we were after
some of the proceeds from her estate.
That night in the hotel room at Cults, I found a leaflet for ANESFHS and decided to call in
the next morning to see what I might find. And what a difference I found there!  They
were all so welcoming and friendly, helping me understand what I needed to know to
properly research IGI fiche, and doing a newspaper cuttings search on the main family
surname which turned up some interesting names and details.
The rest, as they say, is history, and it forever delights me to read that others tell similar
stories about their first encounters at King Street. I’m sure that, without that friendly
response and support, I would have not have spent so many happy (if sometimes
frustrated) hours searching out my ancestors and relatives. I am so envious of those who
are able to visit on a regular basis.  Sadly, my visits to the Granite City are few and far
between – but, when I have had the opportunity, the welcome has been a warm one. Being
some distance away means that I have enjoyed the support of the Research Team, who
have always been friendly and amenable. Long may it continue to be that way.
By way of a postscript, I am saddened to read that the Midlands Group has effectively
folded. Sad because I was unable to support it, much as I wanted to. Although living
around the Midlands, it is a region as large as, if not bigger than, Wales, and the distances
required to travel to the fixed meeting point south of Birmingham were always too much.
Perhaps a changeable location might be better?
jfdw@webbs.me.uk John Webb No. 8415

Articles
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Family History: a Past Time and a Pastime!
What started me researching our families’ history?
In 1976, on the evening my grandmother died, my mother opened a document box to look
for her will. In the box were some old family birth, marriage and death certificates along
with newspaper cuttings – the usual “hatches, matches and dispatches” neatly cut out,
therefore missing all information such as when and from what newspaper they had been
taken. I did not give much thought at that time to the families past – but in 1998, when my
first granddaughter was born, I decided to find out initially about my own and my wife’s
families in order to leave a record of where we had come from and what had happened to
the relatives. I retrieved the contents of the document box from my mother – and, having
heard about the Family History Centre in King Street, Aberdeen, I took some documents
and paid a visit to the Centre.
A very helpful lady asked: “Where did your great-grandfather come from?” “Alyth”, I
said. More questions, a look on the computer … and she said “no he didn’t, he came from
Paisley”. When I told my mother, she was surprised, as she had always assumed that that
part of the family came from Alyth in Perthshire. After talking to my parents – mother
born in Perth, father in Hampshire (Dad joked we had come across with the Normans) –
my interest was kindled further. Some time later, after another visit to ANESFHS, and
seeing the extent of the records and facilities which were available for me to continue my
“hunting”, in 1999 I joined the Society, and I have been “hooked” on family-history
research ever since. Our family were not from the Aberdeen area, or so we thought at the
time, but the extensive records held at King Street have enabled me to research not only
our Scottish past but also my English roots and in one case a Welsh birth. I have even
found that my wife had an ancestor from Belhelvie, three miles from where we now live!
What advice would I give a new family historian?
First, start by talking to every relative – and take notes. Better still, ask them to write
down what they know of the family. When you have the paper, go back and ask them
questions about what they have written. It could easily jog their memory of other facts
and family stories. It’s amazing how a few words can start or help you with a search.
My maternal Granny, who was born in Dundee in 1892, once said to me: “I had another
brother, Willie; he went to America”. That was the only time he was mentioned – but,
from the newspaper cuttings in the box, and birth certificate, census and shipping records,
I finally found marriage, death and burial details for him in Illinois, USA. In turn, this led
me to find other relatives who went to the USA and worked, married and raised family.
On the other hand, be careful: some people might not want to open up about other family
members. One of my father’s cousins refused point-blank to talk about her part of the
family. That had to be respected, but it makes you wonder why!
Second, join the Family History Society. Not only is there access to a vast amount of
records on computer and in the library, but also talking with other family historians
(especially the volunteers in the Centre) can often point you in the right direction and
perhaps help find that elusive relative or a part of the family of which you were unaware.
Third, be vigilant at keeping the records and information you find in good order. A
family-history program on the computer helps, but remember to back it up. Hundreds of
hours of research can be easily lost if something goes wrong!



February 2020 Aberdeen & NE Scotland FHS Page 33

Roselea House
12 Springbank Terrace, Aberdeen  AB11 6LS

Tel./Fax: 01224 583060
E-mail: CandFMoore@roseleahouse.co.uk

Friendly, family-run, city-centre guest house convenient for bus/railway stations and ferry terminal.
Vegetarian breakfasts available.  TV and tea/coffee-making facilities in all rooms.

A non-smoking establishment.
B&B rates:  Single:  £35·00, en-suite £40·00

Double/Twin:  £20·00 p.p., en-suite double £25·00 p.p.
**   These are new lower prices for 2020 when you book direct with us   **
**   Please be aware that external booking websites may charge a fee   **

Visit our website at www.roseleahouse.co.uk

Who is my favourite ancestor to research?
That’s difficult to answer. Every person in our family tree is someone who (we hope) led
a full and interesting life. During the research I have done into all our ancestors, be it a
butcher, farmer, weaver, carpenter or coal merchant, I have been amazed at where and
how the family members have lived and worked, not just in the UK but all over the world.
I have made contact with distant relatives in the USA, Canada and Australia, and there
could be others out there yet to be found!
My wife’s family did not speak very much about their forebears, but on her dad’s side we
knew they were coal merchants in Dundee and Aberdeen. After some research, we found
that my wife’s great-grandfather had started his working life as a stonemason. He moved
to Dundee, where he went into the coal business. In time, he became not only a successful
coal merchant but also built up a sizeable fleet of boats bringing coal from the north of
England to ports on the east coast of Scotland. He was a baillie on Dundee City Council,
served on the Harbour Board and became a farmer who bred Shorthorn cattle as well as
sheep which, according to his obituary, he exported to “his estancia” in Argentina. Those
were the days!! Given he had a prominent life in Dundee, it took us many years of visiting
libraries and museums to find a picture of him. We have found his last will and testament
in the archives in Edinburgh, which gave us a good vision of his life and achievements. I
am sure there is more to find out about him.
Throughout my searching, I have been to many places where our forebears lived, worked,
died and are buried. I found the house in the Kent countryside where my father was
brought up, and the school he attended. I have been to the museum in Paisley to see the
famous shawls whose manufacture my 2g-grandfather was involved with as a weaver. My
wife and I have been to Arras in France where a great-uncle fought, died in WW1 and is
buried in a Commonwealth war cemetery. We have visited the Kranji Memorial in
Singapore where my wife’s cousin, a fatality of WW2, is commemorated.
With a fairly extensive family tree, now I have to continue searching and filling in more
details for as many individuals as possible before the 1921 census is available to research.
I only wish I had been interested in our families’ history earlier than I was. What I would
give to have a conversation on the subject with so many of our forebears!
k.knight3169@btinternet.com Ken Knight No. 10205
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Peter Emslie of Premnay, Transported to Australia in 1841
I undertook a course here in Australia and had to research the history of a convict ancestor
– but, coming from fairly recent arrivals, I had no known convict relatives (they were good
clean-living souls … or were never caught?). Instead, I searched the British Newspaper
Archive in the hope of finding someone from a North-East area near my forebears.
Restricting my search to the first half of the 19th century, and using the terms “Premnay”
and “transportation”, I found the briefest report in the John o’ Groats Journal of 24th

September 1841, headed “Aberdeen Circuit Court”: “Peter Emslie, of Premnay, for horse
stealing – ten years transportation”. He would have been the “spik o’ the place”, and my
Henderson and Tough forebears would likely have known him or his family.
Peter was the illegitimate son of James Emslie, of Premnay, and Jean Forbes, and he was
baptised there on 8th August 1815. Prior to his appearance in the newspapers, the only
other mention of him was in the June 1841 census, when he was an agricultural labourer at
his father’s farm of Backbrae in Premnay. His father had married Barbara Mitchell in
1825, and they had ten children.
At the time of his arrest, Peter was a contractor, gardening and digging drainage ditches
over an area that ranged up to about 60 miles south of his father’s farm. We can only
speculate as to how he ended up with a pony from Mains of Fasque, Fettercairn, on a
Saturday night in July 1841. He said it was given to him by a man he met on the road as
he travelled north over the Cairn o’ Mount! By Sunday afternoon, Peter was found in a
public house in Waterton in Echt, and the pony was in the stable out the back.
There was no mention of his having ever committed previous offences – but, as Lord
Cockburn said at the trial, “horse stealing was regarded as a capital crime and that in
hundreds of cases death had followed a conviction”. Thus, on 15th September, 1841, in
the Aberdeen Court of Justiciary, Peter Emslie was sentenced to be transported beyond the
seas for ten years. (Normally, Scots who were transported had been before the courts a
number of times before they were eventually transported.)
His movements are then easily followed. He was returned to Stonehaven Prison pending
transfer to a prison hulk, and on 5th October that year Peter and another prisoner from
Stonehaven arrived on board the hulk, the Warrior, at Woolwich on the River Thames in
London. Peter spent the next ten months there before being transferred to the Triton on 4th

August 1842.  Then, on 17th August, he and 255 other convicts departed for Hobart Town,
Van Diemen’s Land (now Tasmania).
Four months later, on 19th December 1842, the Triton landed 252 convicts in Hobart, from
where Peter was transferred to the prison barracks to serve his 2½-year period of
probationary labour. During the full term of his sentence, only two lapses of behaviour
were reported. The first was on the Warrior, where he was “ironed” (shackled with leg
irons) for secret writing and stealing a waistcoat, and the second was in March 1847 when
sentenced to 14 days’ solitary confinement for falling asleep at his post as a watchman.
From Peter’s description in the character records (TAHO, Con 33/1/33), he was 5’ 8¾”
tall, with light blue eyes, black hair, whiskers and eyebrows, a long thin nose and a large
mouth.  “Remarks: Blister mark on chest.  Scar on 2d & 3d fingers left hand.  Scar on right
wrist.” The descriptions were so detailed in case convicts escaped, thus any identifying
marks were invaluable. His disposition was mild and his connexions [sic] respectable.
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Apart from the two events mentioned above, his behaviour was consistently found to be
good, and he moved through the various stages of penal servitude at a steady pace.  In
keeping with the normal timeframes, he gained his Ticket of Leave after 5½ years, on 14th

March 1848, and his Conditional Pardon just two years later, on 16th April 1850.
His time as a convict seems to have been unexceptional in comparison to many others, and
he received his Certificate of Freedom nine years after arriving (18th December 1851, ten
years and three months after sentencing). He went on to lead a life of quiet respectability.
Peter Emslie married Amelia Cummins, a convict’s daughter, on 30th October 1855, and
they had four daughters over the next six years: Louisa Ann in 1856; an unnamed daughter
in 1858, Elizabeth Amelia in 1859, and Isabella in 1861. Unfortunately, he did not to live
to see two of his daughters marry and have children.
It was during this time that Peter experienced opportunities that he would probably have
been ineligible for if he were still living in Scotland. By 1856, he was renting a cottage
and garden of sufficient value (i.e. over £10 per annum) to qualify him to be on the
electoral roll. Along with this went the responsibility of performing jury duty, and this he
did in an inquest into a child’s accidental death from arsenic poisoning in November 1859.
Alas, Peter contracted TB, and this caused his early death on 16th February 1865 at the
recorded age of 52 years. This was the very day that his purchase of 97 acres in the parish
of Lethbridge, Kent County (south of Hobart) was approved. Again, it is hard not to draw
comparisons to what his life would have been in Scotland, but it is very unlikely that he
would have been able to buy land. Most Scottish farmers were tenants of the major
landowners; his own father rented 80 acres from Henry Lumsden, Esquire, of Auchindoir.
Peter’s father, James, died on 19th November 1861 and left his estate of £880 15s to his
wife, Barbara Mitchell, and their ten children. Peter was not mentioned, and I wonder if
this was because he was illegitimate, or because he was transported as a criminal.
I wrote this piece in 2016 when I was undertaking the Diploma of Family History through
the University of Tasmania. One of the units was “Convict Ancestors”, thus I had to find
someone. Little did I know that there may be a connection after all.  In 2018, I had my
DNA tested and have found I am a distant match with a descendant of Peter’s half-brother,
Robert (b. 1841). As we share many surnames and locations in Aberdeenshire, there is no
proof as to whether the connection is via the Emslies or another family.
Resources I used
Ancestry.com for:

Australian Convict Transportation Registers – Other Fleets & Ships, 1791–1868.
Tasmania, Australia, Deeds of Land Grants, 1804–1935.
UK, Prison Hulk Registers and Letter Books, 1802–1849

FindMyPast (www.findmypast.com) for access to the British Newspaper Archive.
LINC (https://www.linc.tas.gov.au) for free access to Tasmanian Archives and Heritage Office

(convict records, i.e. conduct records, descriptions, BMDs, muster rolls).
National Records of Scotland for court records (kindly transcribed for me by Bruce Bishop, FSA

Scot, ASGRA).
“Scotland’s People” for Old Parish Registers, statutory records, censuses, wills, valuation rolls.
TROVE (http://trove.nla.gov.au/) for free access to Australian newspapers online.

allan.genealogy@gmail.com Helen Allan No. 6269
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Joiner Family Christening Gown and the Mystery Countess
This group photograph shows the
family of George Joiner (b. 1860
Huntly; d. 1911 Banchory Ternan)
and Elizabeth Jessie Robbie (b.
1856 Easter Ord, Skene; d. 1939
Ontario, Canada). Based on the
ages of the children (Alice 1883–
1963, Charles 1885–1917, Elizabeth
1887–1969, Edith 1889–1947,
Margaret 1891–1980, Edward
1896–1966, Norman 1899–1980), I
believe that the photograph was
taken around 1900.
George Joiner worked as a gardener and groundskeeper in North-East Scotland. His
résumé lists positions at The Square, Huntly (1873–75), Delgaty Gardens (1875–77),
Brentham Park (1877–78), Alloa Park (1878–79), Norwood (1880–82), Auchmacoy
House (1882–84) and Menie Estate (1884–1900). His wife Elizabeth worked at Banchory
Lodge as a laundress before their marriage in 1882. During a two-week visit to Scotland, I
was fortunate to visit the house where my grandfather Edward was born at the entrance to
the Menie Estate, as well as Banchory Lodge where my great-grandmother worked.

Family history relates that the Joiner family was
presented with a christening gown by a “Countess”
when their first child Alice was born in 1883 at the
Gardens, Auchmacoy House (Logie Buchan), Ellon.
This gown has been passed down the generations, first
making its way from Scotland to Rhode Island, USA,
with Margaret’s family and then to Ontario, Canada.
My children were baptised in the gown.

My cousin found this photo of a woman standing
beside a bridge. Someone (my aunt or one of her
cousins?) has written on the back of the photo: “The
Countess (gave the christening gown to grandma)”.
Before finding the photo, we wondered whether the
“Countess” might have been Ishbel Marjoribanks
(Hamilton-Gordon). As a social activist, she
organised Irish women to sell their crafts and was
also rumoured to have dined with her servants – she
would have been the kind of person to give a
christening gown to a head gardener’s family while
visiting an estate. The appointment of her husband
as Governor General of Canada would be an
interesting link to the gown’s eventual destination.
However, the woman in this photo doesn’t look like
online images of Ishbel Marjoribanks.
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George Joiner’s résumé states he worked “for two years as head gardener to the late Mrs
Buchan of Auchmacoy House, Ellon”, so another possibility is that the “Countess” could
be one of the Buchans. Mrs Buchan in the testimonial could be Helen Buchan (Duff) after
her husband James Buchan, 14th of Auchmacoy, had died in 1874. Given the years of my
great-grandparents’ tenure at Auchmacoy (1882–84), the “Countess” in question might
also have been her daughter Louisa Buchan, 15th of Auchmacoy.
Any thoughts related to the christening-gown mystery?  I’d also appreciate comments or
information related to the Joiner Family (from Forgue and Huntly) or the Robbie Family
(from Skene; Elizabeth Jessie Robbie’s parents were James Robbie and Margaret Mearns).
I have traced both family lines back to the late 1700s.
It is also fitting to share that the eldest boy in the family photograph, Charles Joiner, died
on 28th April 1917 in northern France near Arras while serving with the Royal Berkshire
Regiment in the First World War. We will remember them.
david.joiner@sac.on.ca David Joiner No. 16651

—oOo—

My Most Interesting Ancestor: Captain David McLean
While there’s no ancestor from any generation that I wouldn’t love to converse with over a
dram of whisky or pot of tea, some seem more interesting because of events in their lives.
One such character was my great-great-grandfather David McLean, a sea captain who
experienced professional adventures and personal intrigue during his 75 years on earth.
David, the eldest of eight, was born in 1830 in St Nicholas parish, Aberdeen. His father
was a book-keeper at Blaikie Bros near the Aberdeen docks, and his grandfather was for
50 years a schoolmaster in Ross & Cromarty and Argyll. By age 14, David was bound for
Ceylon aboard the Deva as an apprentice in the Merchant Service. He progressed through
the ranks to Able Seaman, Mate and finally Captain. His sailing experience took him to
the East Indies, Australia, the Indian subcontinent, Europe and North America. Those
sailing years could be described as exciting, arduous and in a few cases life-threatening.
He experienced many risks in his sailing career. The Isabella Walker became waterlogged
on its way to Quebec in 1855 and was rescued by the Aurora; the Vileila was lost at sea in
January 1860; the Austral, heading for Adelaide, sank shortly after the crew was rescued
by the Rhine which, in turn, was rescued by the Coligny after losing its sails during heavy
gales in the North Atlantic; and David was in the port of Calcutta on the Aladdin during an
extremely serious typhoon whose devastating effects were compounded by unusually high
tides. The Times of London reported after this storm:

We have before us upwards of 100 splendid ships and steamers lying like old hulls upon
the waters or jammed together in heaps with masts and riggings gone … The Aladdin
was lying high and dry on top of the railway wharf.

David’s last 15 years of merchant service were much less eventful and found him aboard a
number of steamships sailing out of London across the Channel to Europe.
What about David’s personal life?  If you do family history for long enough, you usually
find a few skeletons in the family closet. David McLean was the first one in mine.  His
first son, also called David, was born in 1855 in Don Street, Old Aberdeen. Check the
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Aberdeen Journal B/M/D columns: Wed. 10th April 1839
Died at Kirriemuir, on the 30th ult., Miss Jane Simpson aged about 60. This lady,
among other eccentric arrangements in connection with her demise, gave directions
that, at her death, instead of the usual sombre shroud and winding sheet, she should be
decorated for the grave in the gayest apparel, a fancy muslin-printed gown of white
and red colours, silk stockings, prunella shoes, a fine silk shawl, head dress conform;
and, in short, dressed out more like for a bridal than a funeral. Having left abundant
means, her request was literally complied with. It is seldom that the greedy worm
feasts amongst so much grandeur.  We understand that, in better taste and more
consideration, she has bequeathed £150 to the Kirk-Session, to provide coals for the
poor out of interest, as well as other well-timed and well-deserved legacies.

Scottish birth records, and you won’t find any David McLeans born in Aberdeen in 1855.
I knew the mother’s name was Margaret Gordon, so an archivist in the Scottish Records
Office in Edinburgh found a David Gordon born that year on 5th September. As it turns
out, David, the sea captain, and Margaret Gordon had a relationship (as we call it now) for
a number of years – and that relationship had also produced a daughter, Mary Ann, in
1852. Both Mary Ann and David jnr adopted the sea captain’s last name shortly after their
births but not before their birth records were produced. This was an innocent enough
skeleton given the times, and especially since David was at sea most of the time between
the births.  Innocent … until I discovered that David snr had married a different young
lass, Ann Jolly, in January 1856, four months after David jnr was born.
The captain and Ann moved to London in 1870, while young David and Mary Ann stayed
with their mother’s family in Aberdeen. For 25 years, I believed the sea captain and Ann
had six children.  However, fast-forward to 2019 and our era of DNA-testing and public
family trees. I noticed on Ancestry.com that three family historians were “kidnapping /
adopting” my David McLean jnr (b. 1855) and moving him from Aberdeen to London. As
tactfully as possible, I suggested to those folk that they had the wrong David McLean, and
asked them for proof of David’s birth in Aberdeen. While I knew they couldn’t produce
that proof, I also noticed that DNA results showed I was related to these “kidnappers”
genetically. The DNA connection suggested they too could be correct – but how?
Eventually, I realised that if David (Gordon) McLean’s birth could be found under his
mother’s surname, then perhaps the kidnappers’ David McLean could be found under Ann
Jolly’s name. Sure enough, I found a David Jolly born in 1855 in St Nicholas, Aberdeen.
David (Jolly) McLean was born on 14th September 1855, exactly nine days after David
(Gordon) McLean – same father, different mothers. Maybe it is my Presbyterian
upbringing, but I think this adds a new element to the image of a fascinating adventurer:
that of a thoughtless scoundrel.
I would still like to sit down and have a long conversation with the sea captain, David
McLean – scoundrel or not – but no doubt he would want more than one dram of whisky.
johnsmclean3@gmail.com John McLean No. 5641
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M. H. Sinclair: A Life in Horticulture and Community Involvement
My grandfather, Magnus Harper Sinclair (henceforth referred to as M. H. Sinclair), was
born on 13th January 1869 at 29 Wales Street, Aberdeen. He was the fifth of six children
and the fourth son born to Magnus Sinclair, journeyman slater, and Jane Gordon Joss (a
flax-spinner in the 1851 census). M. H. Sinclair’s story depicts him as a significant
community figure in Aberdeen in the early years of the 20th century.
Antecedents; and children
In a line of Magnus Sinclairs, M. H. Sinclair was Magnus IV.  His great-grandfather (born
in 1775), Magnus I, was a fisherman married to Agnes Shewan (born 1782 in Smithhill,
Aberdeenshire). Magnus II (b. 1806 in Lerwick, Shetland) married Janet Harper (1798–
1874) in 1829 in Dunrossness, Shetland, and had four children: Janet (1829), Magnus III
(1833) and John (1836), all born in Lerwick, and James (b. 1848 in Aberdeen).
The family had relocated to Aberdeen by the 1841 census, when Magnus III was an
“Operative/Woollen Factory”.  Variations on this title recurred in later censuses.
M. H. Sinclair’s maternal great-grandfather was Alexander Valentine Joss (b. 1784 in
Aberdeen), who married Elspet Grant.  Their son, Alexander jnr (b. 1805 in Aberdeen),
married Mary Lawson.  Their daughter was Jane (1832–1907), born in Govan, Glasgow,
and living at 108 Causewayend, Aberdeen in 1857 when she married Magnus III.
M. H. Sinclair married Jessie Lindsay Archibald (1872–1934), adopted child of Captain
James Archibald (1831–1916) and Janet Nicol (1836–1915); and they too had six children:
James 1894–5), Magnus Ronald (1896–1982), Janet Nicol Archibald (Nettie, 1898–1971),
Arthur Lindsay (1905–6), Marjory Gordon (1906–66) and Kenneth Grahame (1909–85).
Historical records
M. H. Sinclair grew up in Wales Street, Aberdeen: born at no. 29 in 1869; family at no. 38
in the 1871 census; and no house number detailed in 1881.  In 1891, they lived at 101 Park
Street; M. H. Sinclair is a “seedsman” (also in 1890–1 Aberdeen Post Office Directory:
“seedsman, W Smith and Sons”). Elder brother Alexander had gone in 1884 to Dublin to
follow his career, also as a seedsman.
M. H. Sinclair married Jessie on 4th July 1893, and they lived in Wellbrae Terrace for
around 20 years before moving to Kepplestone House, 179 Queens Road, Rubislaw, where
they resided until 1924. (The photograph shows
M. H. Sinclair, Jessie, Marjory and Kenneth in the
garden at Kepplestone House circa 1915.)
In 1889, his long-lasting and diverse interests in
civic duties first become apparent. The Press &
Journal of Monday 1st April reports that he was
elected Secretary of the Aberdeen Abstainers’
Union. This is the first of numerous honorary
positions not related to his occupation as
seedsman, florist and nurseryman to which he was
elected over the next 35 years. The following list
details positions held and the first year in which
newspaper records indicate each appointment.
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1889 Secretary Dawn of Peace Lodge Templar
1891 Treasurer Dawn of Peace Lodge Templar
1891 committee member Social Reform Committee
1892 Secretary Wesleyan Methodist Bible Class
1896 Superintendent Aberdeen Wesleyan Church
1907 Secretary Sabbath School Union
1907 Vice President YMCA Cricket Club
1908 Secretary Aberdeen Branch YMCA at Annual Conference
1908 Secretary Wesleyan Foreign Mission
1908 Vice President Aberdeen, Caithness, Orkney and Shetland Association
1909 Treasurer YMCA Festival Organiser
1909 Captain Boys’ Naval Brigade
1909 Secretary Aberdeen Sunday School Teachers’ Union
1909 President YMCA Cricket Club
1910 Delegate Annual Conference Methodist Church, Bradford
1910 Treasurer Aberdeen Wesleyan Church
1911 Treasurer Brotherhood Federation
1912 Secretary Methodist Church of Scotland Synod held in Aberdeen
1914 Vice President Aberdeen Sunday School Union
1914 Chief Templar Good Templary Lodge
1915 Committee YMCA work among soldiers
1915 President Chairman YMCA Central Committee
1915 Chief Templar Bon Accord Lodge Independent Order Good Templars
1915 President presided at special sitting of Grand Lodge of Scotland IOGT
1916 Vice President Grand Vice Templar of Scotland
1917 President Brotherhood Federation
1918 President North-Eastern Brotherhood
1918 Financial Secretary YMCA Hut Week programme
1919 Vice President YMCA Boys’ Brigade
1920 Representative Aberdeen representative to National Council of the YMCA
1921 President YMCA
1921 Treasurer Royal Arch Chapter St Andrews
1922 Treasurer Grand Lodge Good Templars Club
1922 Captain Boys’ Brigade
1923 Vice President North-Eastern Brotherhood Federation
1924 President Scottish Brotherhood Union
1924 President National YMCA Brotherhood

His work with the YMCA is well recognised in their Centenary Retrospective publication
(A Guiding Light: A Centenary Retrospective of the Aberdeen YMCA, 1858–1958):

For many years this agency presented Christian ideals in a stimulating meeting for men
on Sunday afternoons. An excellent praise service was led by the orchestra under the
leadership of William B. Reich. Among those who maintained this service over the
years may be mentioned Magnus H. Sinclair as President.

His wife Jessie also served the community: in 1909 she was made secretary of the British
Women’s Temperance Association; in 1912 she was appointed National Superintendent
for Literature of the British Women’s Temperance Union; and in 1915 she was elected
Grand Vice-Templar of Scotland, Independent Order of Good Templars. She regularly
addressed groups on issues relating to temperance and other social issues.
The Press & Journal in 1919 reported:

Mrs Miller arranged the concert for the soldiers at Oldmill Military Hospital … Mr M. H.
Sinclair was present for the 125th time and distributed smokes. (Tuesday 20th May)
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By the kindness of Mrs Scott … a picnic was given on the moor for the children
attending the Scotstown Moor Camp. After tea there were games and a concert
provided by Mr and Mrs M. H. Sinclair. (Monday 17th July)

Alongside his community service through these various organisations, M. H. Sinclair’s
career as seedsman, florist, flora artist and nurseryman flourished:

1898 Treasurer Aberdeen Chrysanthemum Society
1899 Secretary Aberdeen Chrysanthemum Society
1904 Proprietor set up own business at 156a Union Street
1906 Floral Artist displays of Irish Daffodils, Irish Anemones, and Irish Tulips
1906 Lecturer Sweet Peas at Craigton Higher Grade school
1909 Judge Peterhead and at Ballater Flower shows
1914 Floral Artist floral arrangements for Lord Provost’s daughter’s wedding
1915 Judge Elgin Live Stock Show
1915 Presenter a paper on The Tulip to North of Scotland Horticultural Society
1917 Presenter a paper on the Value of Vegetable to Aberdeen Rotary Club

At some time prior to 1901, he was made a fellow of the Royal Horticultural Society.
In describing one of M. H. Sinclair’s trade displays, the Press & Journal of Friday 18th

August 1911 commented:
magnificent display of cut flowers. Extending to some fifty or sixty feet … outstanding
excellence, exceeding brilliance and surpassing beauty … the leading feature is a most
lovely arrangement of giant sweet peas, which gained for Mr Sinclair a very extensive
reputation and made his name a household word.

Perhaps his most prestigious
accomplishment occurred in 1922
when he was entrusted with all the
floral arrangements for the
occasion of Queen Mary’s visit to
Aberdeen University to confer an
Honorary Degree of Doctor of
Laws. The P&J (13th September)
reported that the bouquet was

of outstanding distinction – a
perfect specimen of floral art …
quite in keeping with this well-
known florist.

A newsreel clip of the Queen
carrying the bouquet is, surprisingly, available for viewing at
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E1EzP7hNIdk&t=31s
Unfortunately, circumstances arose that required that his business be sold, and in 1925 he
and his family emigrated to Melbourne, Australia. There he continued his lifelong interest
in the Independent Order of Good Templars and things horticultural. He managed the
Ormond Plant Farm, gave lectures and radio talks, and worked at a florist’s shop in
Elizabeth Street, Melbourne, until well into his eighties. He died in January 1959.
sinclaired@iinet.net.au Ralph Sinclair No. 22403
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Lost Moir–Skeen Family Heirlooms now in NMS Collection
I am the granddaughter of James More Skeen (1873–1960) and Mary Ann Mitchell (1879–
1950), and great-granddaughter of George Skeen (1836–1907) from the Mill of Gellan at
Coull.  Around 1979, my late uncle, James Calder Skeen (1906–84), who lived near
Oldham, Lancashire and was childless, gave me two items: a plaid which he said had been
worn at the Battle of Culloden in 1746; and, in a glass frame, a carved wooden panel dated
1696 with the initials AM and JL, which had come from a kirk in Logie Coldstone.  In
addition to family photographs, Uncle Jim gave me the three volumes of a Brown’s Self-
Interpreting Family Bible (1849) passed to him by Miss Helen Skeen in June 1957.
Volume 1 has five pages of inscriptions plus newspaper cuttings relating to our Skeen
family from the 19th century onwards. Jim knew very little about the items.
In 1980, my late husband John and I were trying to find information about the Skeen
family in what was then the Scottish Record Office, long before the days of the Internet.  I
must have found a reference to Moir somewhere, as I started researching the Moir family.

In Moir Genealogy and Collateral Lines, I found a chapter
on the Moirs of Cromar.  On page 155: “About the period of
the rebellion of 1745 there lived in the near vicinity of Loch
Kinnord, a stout yeoman of the name of Moir”.  Moir wore
the plaid and fought at the Battle of Culloden under his
chief James Moir of Stoneywood.  Moir (forename
unknown) later lived in the vale of the Burn of Logie.
Epitaphs and Inscriptions …, by Andrew Jervise, describes
the plaid and the panel being in the possession of Skeen at
Tarland and says that the oak panel dated 1696 bears the
initials of Alex Moir and Jean Lumsden. I was so excited
that I had finally identified the items in my possession
which had been lost for years.

My husband drew up the family tree from information we had acquired from various
sources, but in the 1980s he became ill for many years until his death. Everything was put
on hold. Any family material was put in the family-history box, the plaid rolled up in a
drawer, and the carved panel in its glass-covered frame tucked away in a wardrobe. As I
have no children, and my nearest relatives lived in France, New Zealand and the USA, I
made tentative enquiries over the years to find a home for the panel and plaid. They
needed to stay in Scotland, as they were part of Scotland’s and my family history.
Finally, success! In October 2015, the eminent Scottish historian Sir Tom Devine gave a
talk to Manchester Literary and Philosophical Society.  I showed him the items and said I
needed to find a home for them.  Tom said they were of national importance and suggested
I contact the National Museum of Scotland. Correspondence with the museum ensued
over the next four years, complicated by numerous staff changes and a major exhibition.
In mid-2019, even more aware of the passage of time, I checked the NMS website again
and discovered that new curators were in post. I contacted Principal Curator Dr Anna
Groundwater, who realised the importance of my items. She arranged for me to meet
three colleagues, curators David Forsyth, Stephen Jackson (furniture) and Rosie Waine,
the latter an expert on tartan, when I brought the items to Edinburgh from my home in
Cheshire in October 2019.
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Photographed on digital camera several years
ago in natural daylight, and scanned

Photographed on smartphone in October 2019
under artificial light

It was a very emotional morning for everyone.  Spread out on a long table was the plaid,
still in very good condition – a stunning piece 90” long and 40” wide consisting of two
pieces woven on a hand loom and sewn together. It would originally have been bright red,
dyed with cochineal and indigo blue, but it is now heather pink and green, and the colours
appear to vary according to the light (see photographs). The nondescript carved oak pew
panel came alive when it was removed from its case. The carving was well defined, and
the initials of Alex Moir and Jean Lumsden are still visible.

The Moir who fought at Culloden had two sons: John, who married without issue, and
Donald (wife unknown), who had a family of at least four children – daughters Mary and
Anne, and sons John and Donald.
The Moir family line became Skeen when Anne (born 1798), daughter of Donald from
Logie Coldstone, married John Skeen (born 1796) from Tarland on 28th December 1822.
The plaid came down through the family via their son, Deputy Surgeon-General William
Skeen, Moir’s great-grandson. Many members of the Skeen family emigrated to different
parts of the world in subsequent years, often forging distinguished careers.
Now, 40 years after Uncle Jim gave me them, my plaid and panel are in the collection of
the National Museum of Scotland in Edinburgh and are preserved for future generations.
Eventually they will go on display when the new galleries are built, but historians can
view them by appointment in the meantime.
Research is ongoing, and I’d love any further information – especially on the Culloden
Moir’s first name, or on the kirk in Logie Coldstone, the source of the church pew.
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