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Programme of Meetings 
   

Burley in Wharfedale meetings    
 

Aug No Meeting  
3 Sep The Wars of the Roses; a Tale of Two 

Halves 
Gillian Waters 

1 Oct Up Every Morning at 5; Child Workers Bob Schofield 
5 Nov The Gunpowder Plot; Eric Jackson 
3 Dec Christmas Prize Quiz     

 
Keighley meetings 
 

Jul & 
Aug 

No Meetings  

7 Sep Midland Railway Staff Records Chris & Judy Rouse 
5 Oct Get Started. Parish Records Sue Steel 

2 Nov  Leaving for the Empire Edgar Holroyd Doveton 
7 Dec Bermuda, Berlin & Brill; 2 wars, 2 

wives!!! 
Jackie Depelle 

 
Threshfield meetings 
 

19 Sep Black Sheep & Skeletons Lynda Balmforth 
17 Oct Leeds/Liverpool Canal Norman Simpson 
21 Nov Upstairs Downstairs, humble beginnings 

To American dream 
Jackie Depelle 
 

 

Addingham History Day 

We will once again be returning to Addingham Memorial Hall on 26th 
September this year for a full day of family and local history.  We have booked 
three speakers for you to enjoy plus plenty of time for tea and natter.  On this 
occasion we are hoping some of our local history societies with whom we have 
links will join us.  So, there will be plenty to see.  Please bring your own lunch, 
tea and coffee will be free. Do come and join us. 

A booking form is enclosed with the journal.  See you all there 
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Sadly, in place of the programme……… 

We hope you are all staying well and free from this awful virus.  
Hopefully by the time you read this we will be seeing some way 
forward. 

In the circumstances we made the decision to cancel all our meetings 
until September.  Our “Addingham History Day”,  in September is still 
planned to go ahead so please continue to book using either the form 
enclosed or you may wish to do it online on our website, 
www.awfhs.org.  We are trying to keep positive about this and are 
looking forward to meeting many old friends (and new!) but if we do 
have to cancel this event, we will naturally refund any bookings 
received. 

The Yorkshire Family History Fair has unfortunately also been 
cancelled. The organisers are planning a “Virtual Fair” online where 
you will be able to view what would have been on offer plus videos 
and audio for talks.  Don’t ask how this works – its beyond us!  
Hopefully more details will be available before we go to press. 

One other piece of news our longstanding Membership Secretary, 
Maureen Heseltine has decided to stand down after eleven years.  
Maureen has always been a very safe pair of hands in the role and has 
carried out her duties very efficiently with little fuss.  However, 
Susanne Young, who has been a member several years and is already 
serving on the committee, has volunteered to take over and we are 
sure she will bring her usual calm efficiency to the role.    

Do keep checking our website and Facebook page for any updates.  
There is still plenty of new material appearing on our website.  As avid 
family historians, at least we have an excuse to surf. 

We do hope you are all keeping well now and in the future. 

Lynda & Stanley  
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CORONAVIRUS (COVID-19) 

As we all know, this virus has closed everything down.  We have not been 
able to enjoy our monthly meetings as we usually do.  All our meetings 
have been cancelled until at least September when our new year starts.  
Consequently, there is only one meeting report from Keighley – this took 
place before the lockdown.   

Can I thank those members who have already sent me their relies to my 
Questionnaire in the last Journal?  Some are printed in this edition along 
with one from the old Keighley Journals.  I am always grateful for any 
articles that you send me. 

You will notice, on the inside of the cover that we have different members 
in charge of membership and other offices.  We thank them for taking over 
these duties some of which are quite onerous.  The email addresses do 
not change but go to the new person. 

Subscriptions for next year are included with this Journal and you will see 
that on the back of the form I have put an area where you can add details 
of the names that you are researching.  Perhaps another member is 
researching the same people as you? 

Keep safe during this difficult time 

Betty Hardaker 

 

  

We have decided to cease publication of the former 
Wharfedale FHG parish register booklets due to lack of 
sales.  All are available in cd format, the preferred media.  
For our remaining stock we have reduced the price of all to 
£1.00 per booklet.  This offer is only available for postal 
sales, so for this method of purchase please ignore the 
prices shown in the enclosed publications list 
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AIREDALE AND WHARFEDALE FHS 
FINANCIAL STATEMENT YEAR ENDING 31 MARCH 2020 

INCOME 2019/20  EXPENDITURE 2019/20 
Publication Sales by Post 482.62  Stationery re 

Publications 
341.00 

Publication Sales at Fairs 203.50  Stationery 44.10 
Members’ Subscriptions 4493.40  Rent & Hall Expenses 580.50 
Raffle 88.94  Postage 781.34 
Family History Day 2020 20.00  Postage re 

Publications 
109.59 

Postage Received 70.61  Speakers 637.50 
Royalties 16.19  Stall Rents 114.00 
Keighley Meeting 
Admissions 

250.00  Equipment 376.12 

Keighley Website 
Refund 

146.00  Journal Printing 1597.00 

Building Society Interest 29.32  FFHS Affiliation & 
Insurance 

165.60 

   Fair & Travel Expenses 35.40 
   Raffle & Quiz Prizes 94.86 
   FH Day 2019 Expenses 156.00 
   Website 144.40 
   Donations 120.00 
   Unpaid Cheque 16.00 
   Misc 25.50 
TOTAL INCOME 5800.58  TOTAL EXPENDITURE 5338.91 
     
     

Balance B/Fwd                 
TSB C/A 

3850.00    

Yorks (Keighley) C/A 344.93    
Pubs A/C 138.52    

Skipton B Soc 3676.53    
Petty Cash 131.83  TSB C/A 4060.33 

 8141.81  Yorks C/A 136.74 
Add Income 5800.58  Pubs A/C 494.93 

 13942.39  Skipton B Soc 3705.85 
Less Expenditure 5338.91  Petty Cash 205.63 

TOTAL 8603.48  TOTAL 8603.48 
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Chairman’s Report 

This, my 14th report is written under very different and difficult 
circumstances. With all meetings cancelled since the end of February and 
for the foreseeable future we can only stay safe at home as much as 
possible, take part in the Thursday evening show of appreciation for our 
wonderful NHS and key workers everywhere and look forward to a very 
different ‘normal’ when we can enjoy the company of family and friends 
again. 

We are still optimistic that our History Day in Addingham will be able to go 
ahead on the 26 September but there will be updates on that on our 
website. 

Our group now has the choice of three meetings a month with our 
amalgamation with Keighley and when we are again able to look forward 
to attending social gatherings I intend to attend as many as possible to 
make up for what we have missed! 

But our group continues to work hard on your behalf and my thanks go 
out as always to all our committee members who are trying to prepare for 
the future. 

I do hope you all continue to keep well and stay safe. 

Lynda Balmforth 

History of the Deanery of Craven 1812 

1665: Matthew Lister MD was born at Thornton in Craven, and became 
physician in ordinary to Queen Anne of Denmark, by the recommendation 
of the illustrious Anne, countess of Pembroke, and afterwards to King 
Charles I, from whom he received the honour of knighthood in 1636.  He 
attained to the summit of medical honours by being appointed president 
of the College of Physicians.  He died in 1757, at Burwell, in Lincolnshire, 
aged 92 years. 

Not everybody died young!  He must have travelled many miles during 
the course of his long life following the royal family. He obviously kept 
his head 
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KEIGHLEY BRANCH 

Report of March Meeting 2020 

Violet’s Story (Part 1) 

Denise North 

Denise had spoken to the Keighley & District FHS many years ago and it 
was enthralling then. It was a slide show then but now a powerpoint 
presentation to reflect the digital age. 

This was one woman’s collection of postcards from 1903 to 1937 which 
were all, 116 of them, in a tin box just big enough to hold them all. Denise 
was a newly qualified Staff Nurse setting up home in the 1960’s and 
enjoyed going to auction salerooms and looking at house clearance items. 
She was not a family historian but bought a box she liked if there were 
things inside, she didn’t keep them, so the tin box was nearly thrown out!!! 
She realized that these postcards were someone’s collection, half were 
dated, and the name was Violet Blakeston. Postcards were a popular way 
of communication, like we use our mobile phones now, and in 1902 they 
changed to being divided on the back with space for the message and 
space for the address with a picture on the front sometimes a painted view 
or a portrait.  

It appeared that Violet had some kind of falling out with family as didn’t 
seem to live with them she lived with a family at Primrose Inn Huddersfield. 
One card in 1911 read “The worst days are over” relating to some kind of 
upset. There was a Joel Clark that came on the scene as postcards 
addressed to him were frequent Violet did marry him.  In 1916 it was 
apparent that someone was going away, this was the time when 
conscription was introduced and men of 18 to 37 had to enlist and go to 
war although war was not mentioned on the cards. Joel was 25. The 
wording on cards was very poetic and there were the intricate 
embroidered cards stitched by French and Belgium women. Violet 
received these sorts of cards which had violets and forget me knots 
embroidered on…..beautiful.    

In 1918 Violet received the last card from Joel who sounded to be in the 
thick of the fighting. Friends were wishing for better days to come. There 
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was a 5year gap from 1929 to 1934 and obviously Joel had died in the 
war, Violet remarried and was now Mrs Hughes. These postcards had 
spanned 4 different Monarchs and postage had gone up from ½ to 1d 
(halfpenny to 1 penny old pence) after WW1. Denise had these postcards 
for many years before she began fitting all the facts together in the 1980’s.  

Lots of questions from the audience, who were keen to hear what 
happened to Violet and family and what research had she done to find all 
the BMD’s but that is for another time when hopefully Denise will come 
back and tell us part two of this fascinating tale. It is a Family Historian’s 
dream to find something like this even though not Denise’s family. We wait 
with bated breath for the next instalment. 

TO BE CONTINUED………Susan Daynes 

 

COMMUNICATING YOUR FINDINGS 
Notes From An Exile by Rod Moulding 

 

Writing as I am in the midst of the Covid-19 crisis, it seems to me that 
social distancing and self-isolation are boredom generators par 
excellence.  You’ve scrubbed the kitchen worktops within an inch of their 
lives, you’ve done a demon tidying job on the garden shed, in desperation 
you’ve even reorganized your sock drawer.  Now what? 

It’s time to go back to family history.  As a reader of this Journal you are 
probably already hooked on genealogy, but now is such a wonderful 
opportunity to make some real progress.  There is so much material 
available online that no-one needs ever run out of sources.  More of a 
concern is that you may become so immersed in your hobby that you lose 
sight of what’s happening elsewhere in the world (many might say that’s 
no bad thing - but there we are). 
Having achieved some success, you may be thinking about 
communicating your findings to the rest of the world.  Perhaps you already 
have a circle of relations near and far who are agog to hear of your latest 
discoveries.  Great - write to them, e-mail them, send them trees and 
charts.  On the other hand, you may be ploughing a lonely furrow and 
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have (like me) few close relatives who are interested in their forebears, 
still less their third cousin three times removed’s second spouse. 
Understanding this sad truth, I have tried two stratagems.  First, I started 
a newsletter.  Knowing that I would have to appeal to a wide variety of 
people connected (however loosely) to any of several branches of 
Mouldings, I tried to vary the content.  Prepared as MS Word documents 
and circulated via e-mail, they started as two pages but by the final issue 
had grown to nine.  Filled with photos, each focused on different topics.  
These included a hitherto-unexpected Moulding relationship, a lurid 1900 
murder in New York, a study of emigration (mainly to the USA and 
Canada), and the discovery of a “new” branch (called Mouldens) in 
Bradford.   
It took me all of three years to prepare four issues of the newsletter.  I’m 
afraid I gave up at that point.  The work involved in writing the content, 
assembling the illustrations and preparing the layout was too much, and I 
received rather little encouragement and less help from my “public”. 
So, I resorted to my second, and still current, approach.  This is the 
preparation and circulation of papers on specific, limited topics.  I call them 
Research Notes, and they cover subjects such as the English spouses of 
Mouldens who emigrated to Australia, the detailed history of a family who 
married into the Mouldings, and a specific Moulding Will.  These are 
working well, and I can issue them when and to whom I feel like.  What 
methods do you use to communicate your family history?  Let me know! 
 

Letters 

‘Botheby’, Raikeswood Drive, Skipton, N Yorks, BD23 1NA, 
Dear Ms Hardaker 
I’m writing to you in your capacity as Editor of the Airedale & Wharfedale 
Family History Journal; it seems that the Journal publishes items about 
the members’ family-history researches. I joined the Society last autumn, 
after we moved from Cambridge to Skipton. I am interested in tracing 
information about my forebears who lived in some areas that seem to be 
included in the Society’s coverage. 
One set of my great-great-great-grandparents emigrated to Ontario, 
Canada in 1831, and I grew up there; this is the family I want to write 
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about, and their ancestors. This great-great-great-grandmother was from 
Dentdale, and her husband was from Tatham Fells in the Forest of 
Bowland and then from Bentham. I only discovered this connection about 
8 years ago, from a cousin in Canada – it was quite a surprise, since 
because my husband’s stepmother has lived near Sedbergh for many 
years we already knew the area. I especially loved Dent already, being a 
knitter – the dale was of course famous for its ‘terrible [i.e. terrific] knitters’ 
in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, before industrialization. 
My Dentdale great-great-great-grandmother was Elizabeth (Betty) Willan 
from Millbeck farm just outside Dent Town. Willan’s had owned this small 
farm since at least 1540. It descended down the male line until Betty’s 
father died in 1811, leaving no sons but five daughters. There had been 
two little boys, but both died as toddlers. The mother, Margaret (Peggy) 
Hayton Willan died in 1826, at which point the farm had to be sold, with 
the profits divided among the daughters. By then the two eldest daughters 
had already emigrated to Upper Canada (now Ontario) with their 
husbands and children. Another daughter, Margaret, had some ‘defect of 
understanding’, according to her father’s will – in which he insisted that 
she receive an annuity of £40/year for her life. My great-great-great-
grandmother, Betty, had married a man who ‘came from Bentham’, John 
Wildman, and he was doing the work of the farm. The youngest daughter, 
Isabella, emigrated to Canada with them in 1831. We know many of these 
details from some extant letters sent from Dent to one of the sons-in-law 
in Canada, Joseph Alderson. The Wildman’s had wanted to buy the farm 
at the auction, but one of the richer landowners in Dentdale bid up the 
price such that they couldn’t afford it. They rented Millbeck from him for 
six years before deciding to follow the older sisters over the Atlantic and 
carve out new land from the virgin forest – and they did very well, buying 
another 100 acres not long afterward. It is difficult to imagine the courage 
it took to board a sailing ship (no steamships yet) for a crossing of several 
weeks’ duration, with five young children and two sisters, one with a 
mental disability – knowing you would never see your home valley, friends 
and neighbours again. And then you had to build a log cabin, chop down 
the trees and try to plough the new land.  
 Betty’s maternal family line came from north of the area covered by the 
Society. She grew up at Agnes Gill, on the hill called Whinfell. Everyone 
who has driven up the M6 will have noted it, with its communications tower 
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right next to the highway. (You can see it from the top of my stepmother-
in-law’s drive, where we had been going for years before knowing of the 
ancestral connection.) Further back, her family came from parishes further 
north, Orton and Crosby Ravensworth, and some from south of the Lakes, 
around Crosthwaite and Lyth. 
The ancestors of her husband, John Wildman, were from the Forest of 
Bowland: Gisburn, Slaidburn, Mitton. Later some had farms just south of 
Clapham, around Keasden. One of his indirect forebears there was 
Edward Gorrill, a well-known member of a congregation of the Inghamite 
sect, an offshoot of the Church of England, some of whom later became 
Sandemanians. The Gorrill’s before him were blacksmiths, living north of 
the village of Slaidburn, some at Chapel House, which is now under the 
waters of Stocks Reservoir (though it appears in drought years, 
apparently). Other branches of that family stretch back to Gisburn – a 
Martin Howard (or Howarth) married Elizabeth Leeming there in 1760 – 
and Great Mitton (now just called Mitton); Elizabeth Leeming was baptised 
there, daughter of Robert Leeming and his wife Ann in 1739. Back beyond 
that the trail goes cold. 
I would like very much to hear from any members of the Society who have 
an interest in these families, and in particular any solid information about 
them, or where to find it! If you would like me to rephrase this request in 
another form, please let me know. Thank you!       Maureen Street  
 

 

Questionnaire 

Hello Betty 

I thought I would answer your very interesting questionnaire, but I hope I 
don't disappoint in that not all of my ancestors were from Yorkshire.  By 
way of explanation I should mention that I was born and educated in the 
US, but my family emigrated from Europe; I have lived in Europe since 
1978 and I have visited many of the places my ancestors came from. 

1.  I started family history research when I was still at university, prior to 
spending what I thought would only be one year in Norway. 
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2.  My paternal grandmother told me quite a bit about her family and about 
local history. 

3.  I have found Swedish ancestors born in the late 1500s as some parish 
records from that time still exist and are available online. 

4.  I try to spend time with family history research at least once a week, 
but it depends on other commitments. 

5.  I met one of my paternal great-grandmothers several times and I 
remember her as an especially cheerful person. 

6.  I would like to meet one of my 4 x great-grandfathers, Bartholomew 
Bracewell.  I would like to know his date of birth and why he sometimes 
used the surname variant of Bracefield.  I would also like to ask him what 
it was like to take his family to America in the mid-1820s. 

7.  The most recent piece of information I found was the name of 
Bartholomew Bracewell's father, thanks to the Wharfegen website. 

8.  I am having difficulty finding information about one of my 3 x great-
grandfathers who was supposedly born in Oxfordshire.  He emigrated to 
America in the early 1830s. 

9.  It was sad to learn that the aforementioned Bartholomew Bracewell 
was imprisoned in Lancashire Castle in 1818, accused of manslaughter.  I 
read the original witness depositions at the National Archives and I was 
relieved to learn that he was acquitted.   

10. I was surprised to learn that some of my ancestors from Draughton 
were stone masons; I hadn't expected that.  I was also surprised to find 
ancestors named Sylvester and Bartholomew. 

11. My oldest photograph is of a set of 3 x great-grandparents who were 
born in Wales over 200 years ago. 

12. I have a trivet for an iron that belonged to Swedish great-grandparents 
on my father's side. 

13. Thankfully one of my sons and a niece are interested in family history. 

14. I have found the Wharfegen website really helpful, as they have 
transcribed the records of the parishes where my ancestors lived. 
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15. I would advise asking as many questions as possible of living relatives, 
reading up on social history and using lateral thinking. 

 

Kind regards, 

Sue Ann Gladhaug 

 

Airedale+Wharfedale Questionnaire 

  
I have taken the liberty of aligning one or two questions to the area of the 
Society ! 
  

1. I started in 1964, when my sister attended some evening classes. 
2. My grandfather, who died aged 94, in Burnley, provided much 

information about my paternal line, WATSON 

3. Furthest back, 1543 in Lincolnshire. Surname FOUNTANCE, which 
seems quite likely to have derived from Fountains Abbey near 
Ripon, in that the family lived in an area of Lincs where there was a 
Cistercian Abbey which was an offshoot of Fountains. 

4. Research most days, it's sad I know ! 
5. Oldest ancestor I remember, my grandfather WATSON as above. 

He remembered his own gt-grandfather WATSON, born 1796. I 
remember my own grandfather best for his unconditional interest in 
whatever I was single-mindedly up to ! 

6. I would, in an imaginary world, most like to meet my 3 gt-grandfather 
Henry WATSON, noted in 5. He lived to 1877, aged 81. Known to 
be a Chartist in his younger days. Married three times, surviving all 
three wives ! 

7. Last piece of the jigsaw? You never finish! See question 8. 
8. Stuck on for the longest time?  Many things maybe. A longstanding 

question is where James WARRINER of upper Wharfedale married 
c. 1745; also, what was his wife Ann's surname?  

9. Skeletons. A 2-gt-grandmother, with two (grown-up) daughters, 
arguably deserted her husband and other family, to emigrate to Utah 
in 1871: Mormon membership for her and daughters, but not her 
husband, seems to have been responsible for the split. 
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10. Occupations. Twisting, reaching, drawing and beaming: all 
preparatory occupations to weaving. Names. Everilla, Troth, both 
female first names; LOVELY, a surname. 

11. Oldest photo. Probably about 1860-65, of a 3-gt-grandparent born 
in 1794; also one of Henry WATSON, noted above. 

12. Artefacts. Substantial papers of my WATSON grandfather, who was 
much interested in local rambling, etc. A few commemorative 
funeral silks. A prayer book from 1843 is in the family still. A set of 
old dominoes (up to 9-9, rather than just 6-6) possibly made by a 
great-grandfather. 

13. A great niece is doing some of her lines other than mine. If you think 
about it, such a relative, or indeed a grandchild, has four times as 
much ancestry! 

14. Websites. The National Archives 'Discovery' index shows much' 
local' material. Try for Chancery court cases. 

15. Best advice for a beginner. Use your family history research as a 
vehicle for learning local, occupational, social, religious, history, etc. 
Put flesh on the bones! 

 
Rex Watson 

 
Susan Daynes Questionnaire: 

 
1) My Mother had died in 1982 my Father is 1975 which got me thinking 

about my ancestors. In 1985/6 I saw a Family Tree Magazine at a friend’s 
house and that set me off. 

2) My Aunty, my father’s sister, gave me a lot of information about her 
father’s family, never knew my father had so many cousins! 

3) Furthest back I have got is around the early 1800’s 
4) How often do I do any of my own research; I get bursts of enthusiasm 

then other things take over. 
5) The oldest member I remember clearly is my maternal Grandfather, 

he was the Landlord of the Fountain Inn on Church Green (now the Red 
Pig), having moved from Nelson in Lancashire in about 1930 to his death 
in 1853. I was 7 and remember him sat up in bed in striped pyjamas.  

6) Who would I like to meet……my paternal Gt Grandfather he was 
orphaned at 4yrs old and went to live in Gargrave from Silsden with 2 
ladies who I don’t know if they are part of my family tree or not….yet. 
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7) I found unexpectedly my paternal Grandfather was married on the 
same day and church as his sister, so a double wedding, the marriages 
follow on in the parish register. I often wondered what it was like at their 
reception which I would think would be at home as they were not well off. 

8) My Gt Grandfather(maternal) was married in Keighley in 1876 but 
not sure when he came to Keighley as I can’t find him on the 1871 census. 
Found a person with same name and birth year but not the right place and 
he is in a reform school!! Need to research further. 

9) Not found any skeletons as yet. 
10) No unusual occupations 
11) Don’t know the date of the oldest photo. 
12) I have some WW1 memorabilia of my Paternal Grandfather who 

survived the war. 
13) They know that I do research but not sure they are interested. 
14) I liked looking at Probate records and seeing that My maternal 

Grandfather had left a nice sum of money (for 1953) to my Mother and 
Aunty. We had a television for the Coronation and wondered if this was 
how we afforded one. 

15) Best advice; if you have older relatives get as much information as 
possible from them about their parents and grandparents plus any BMD 
certificates they might have.     

 
  More of these to follow in later Journals 

 
 

Emily Smith – Salvationist 

Emily was the half-sister of my maternal grandfather, Crispin Craven.  

Emily was the daughter of Frederick Smith and Mary Ann Waddington, 
who I understand were cousins.  Fred and Mary Ann married at Bradford 
Parish Church in October 1880.  Their daughter Clara had been born in 
February that year and was to be followed by Emily in March 1881. They 
were  
living in Shipley when Fred died 22nd November 1882, aged only 26 years, 
leaving Mary Ann with two children under 3 years old.  It must have been 
very difficult for her. 
 
She met my great grandfather, Elijah, who was 9 years older than her and 
married him on 2nd April 1885, again in Bradford Parish Church.  Crispin 
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was born in January 1886 at 13, Jennings Close Windhill – the first of their 
7 children.  Before their 4th child was born, the whole family had moved to 
Keighley and were living at 26, Hill Street. 
 
Both Clara and Emily were working at the mill, Clara as a botany? roller 
and Emily as a worsted folder.  When the family moved to Keighley, Emily 
came in contact with the Salvation Army and at once decided to become 
a Soldier.  She was 15 years old. Emily died on November 2nd 1904, aged 
23 years and there was a big parade of the Salvation Army at her funeral.  
Her obituary in The War Cry, dated 18th January 1905 says: - 
 
“When the saved of earth shall gather over on the other shore, 
And the roll is called up yonder, I’ll be there.” 
 
This was the favourite song of Sister Emily Smith, of Keighley, who has 
now received her call to the Gloryland. 
 
When at the age of 15 our comrade removed to Keighley and came in 
contact with The Salvation Army, she at once decided to become a 
Soldier.  For eight years she was a faithful Salvationist. 
 
Possessing a good voice, she seldom allowed an opportunity for singing 
to pass without using it, and many are the testimonies of rich blessing 
obtained through here songs. 
 
Our departed comrade worked for some time among the Juniors as a 
Corps Cadet, and her influence upon the children under her care was very 
great, the life she lived doing more to bless and help them than it is 
possible to estimate.  For a considerable time, owing to ill health, she was 
not able to engage in this work. 
 
Naturally of a bright disposition, she often cheered those who called to 
see her, and many comrades have left her presence strengthened in God 
by her faith and sunshine. 
 
When suffering she would sing praises to God, and often would say, “I 
believe I shall get better, and if I do, I will work for God as an Officer.” 
Her last testimony was one of victory, even though suffering, and amid 
their sorrow, her comrades rejoice that she is safe in Glory. 
 
The funeral was attended by practically the whole Corps, and crowds of 
people gathered at the cemetery. 
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At the memorial service, conducted by Adjutant and Mrs. Gilliard, twenty-
seven souls accepted salvation. 
 
Nobody else in the family became Salvationists and so Emily is unique in 
our family 

 
Emily had a sister Clara who I 
remember.  Clara was the older of 
the two and lived in Crosshills with 
her husband Harry.  Their only 
daughter had died tragically 
young at the age of 19 years.  
Clara and Harry never got over 
this tragedy. 
 
The family seem to have been 
surround by early deaths.  First 
their father, then Emily and their 
mother, Mary Ann died when she 
was only 48 years old.  

  

  Betty Hardaker 

 

 

Finding My Lost Relatives 

Betty Hardaker 

I was amazed and rather indignant when I opened an email from Ancestry 
to find that somebody had got MY father on their tree!  How could that 
happen!  Of course, I had put my father’s details into my own tree and so 
Heidi had been able to find him. 

I wrote to Heidi and she explained just how we were related, and 
everything started to fall into place.  

My father’s grandma lived with them in Keighley and she told Dad that 
when she was a little girl, her grandma told her about the early days when 
she, herself was little.  She was brought up in a house with as many 
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windows as days of the year and when this 3X great grandma’s parents 
saw her they crossed the road rather than speak to her – she had 
obviously married beneath her station!  There was a good story here, if I 
could only solve the problem. I had Jane Langley who was the common 
ancestor of Heidi and myself.  Jane had a sister called Letitia – Ha! Here 
was someone with an unusual name.  I must be on the right track!  I tried 
to follow the Langley trail but nothing looking like a big house came to 
light.  There was no point in trying the female line!  Wrong!  Heidi told me 
that Jane’s mother was an Elizabeth Creek/Crick, daughter of Francis 
Crick born 1758, son of Francis Crick born 1727.  The Crick/Creek family 
seem to be a prosperous family and so that is where the money came 
from!  I still haven’t found out anything more about the Crick/Creek family.  
Just where did they live?  This was before the census started.  I know that 
Francis was baptized in Flitwick, Bedfordshire but that is about all that I 
do know.  There is still a big family of Crick/Creek‘s out there and Francis 
seems to be a family name for both the boys and girls.  I will crack it one 
day! 

I found out that Heidi lived in Adelaide, New Zealand and as it happened, 
I was going to Australia and New Zealand in November and so we 
arranged to meet at the top of the Sky Tower. I had taken my family tree, 
but Heidi hadn’t so I am still a bit at a loss as to the sibling of Jane’s that 
she came from.  I shall have to ask her again. She had emigrated as a 
child when she was about 10 years old and so was a fully-fledged New 
Zealander. It was good to meet her husband and twin boys. I have since 
found a Crick?Creek family website and will see if they know anything 
about my Creeks. 

 I went with my granddaughter Emma to New Zealand, and talk about 
coincidences, I started to talk to the lady in the seat next to me on the 
flight, and she asked where did I live?  I told her England.  Yes, but where? 
came the answer.  Near to Skipton.  Well that was it!  Her sister lived in 
Crosshills.  How do you travel to the other side of the world and sit by a 
lady who had travelled from Tasmania to Melbourne to get a plane to New 
Zealand?  It was 40 years since she had left England. My granddaughter 
knew the sister quite well!  We met her again in Rotorua when we had 
both been to the Maori village at different times.  I had a marvellous time 
in both Australia and New Zealand meeting our website manager, David 
and his wife, in Australia and a new cousin in New Zealand. I even 
managed a skydive.  Something I had always wanted to do! 
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Website Update 

www.awfhs.org 

By Stanley Merridew 

Since my last report I have visited North Yorkshire Archives twice and 
managed to film and record the following: 

Askwith & Denton Overseers Accounts 1836/37 
Austwick Poor Relief Rate Book 1895 (indexed by occupier)  
Austwick Sunday School Logbook 1914-1921 

Chapel le Dale School Admission Register 1892-1919 
Coniston Cold School List of Pupils 1869-1870 
Coniston Cold School Logbook 1870 

Draughton School Logbook Extracts 1900-1914 
Draughton Sylvester Petty Apprentices 1727-1754 
Halton Gill School Admission Register 1887-1918 
Halton West School Logbook 1893-1900 

Hebden Church of England School Admission Register Index 1907 to 
1919 

Langcliffe School Punishment Book 1907-1910 
Litton School Admission Register 1913-1919 
Newby (Clapham) School Admission Register 1889-1892 

Settle Wesleyan Methodist Sunday School Attendance Register 1889-91 
Stainforth Churchwarden's Accounts 1904/1905 

Wigglesworth School Attendance Register 1900/1901 
Wigglesworth Clark's School List of Pupils 1800, 1801, 1835,1868 

 
Several old photographs of sports teams and school groups have also 
been added plus Susanne Young has been reproducing a series of 
articles regarding Halton Gill families that appeared in the Wharfedale 
FHG journal some years ago.  All the above are now on the website.  
 
Unfortunately, all the record offices and libraries are on lockdown at 
present, so it maybe a while before I can add to this project.   In the 
meantime, I will be delighted to hear that someone has added to their 
knowledge of their ancestors from these transcriptions. 
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Annie Forrest 

 
Does anyone know where 
this photograph was 
taken? 

This is a copy of a 
photograph of Annie 
Forrest, born 22 June 
1873, one of 13 children 
of William Forrest and 
Sarah (Ingle). Annie is the 
grandmother of Valerie 
Thackray, one of our 
members, who would love 
to know where it was 
taken. I'm sure you will 
agree the window is quite 
distinctive. 

Valerie has found Annie 
living in Otley on every 
census except the 1901 
census which proved a 

problem as Annie was a housemaid at St. John's vicarage in Cleckheaton 
where she is listed as Olive A. Forrest of Middleton, Yorkshire. Research 
shows that the lady of the house selected her chosen name for each and 
every servant! (Valerie has information on these facts).   Annie met her 
first husband, Arthur Wardman, when she worked in service at Woodlands 
on Birdcage Walk in Otley, and they married at Otley Methodist Church in 
November 1907 

Valerie has visited Weston Hall, Farnley Hall, the Old Grammar School 
....all in Otley, as well as East Riddlesden Hall and Makerfield Hall in 
search of the distinctive window but with no success. Maybe you can 
help? 
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Please could you send any replies to this request to: - 
chairman@awfhs.org as Valerie is not on the internet and I will gladly pass 
them on. 

Many thanks      Lynda Balmforth 

 

Horsforth News – Selective Index 

I have been indexing this newspaper held at Horsforth Museum 
for some time. The 
Museum holds 
copies for the years 
1963 to 1975.   So 
far, I have covered 
the years 1963 to 
1970.  The Museum 
holds copies for the 
years 1963-1975.  
 

I came across this 
entry:  

It could be a while 
before I can move 
onto 1971  
  SM 

 

 

Using Education Records for Family History 

It is often an automatic progression for family historians to leap from 
baptism and marriage records back to baptism and birth records 
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seamlessly without regard to their ancestors lives in between.  Census 
records, where applicable, give us a snapshot every ten years, showing 
us where families lived and the barebones of their lives so far, in terms of 
family make-up, occupations and places of birth.   Seeking out school 
records can enhance our knowledge of how and where they lived. 

Educational opportunities for the masses were few and far between prior 
to the early nineteenth century.  At this time elementary education was 
provided on a piecemeal system largely by voluntary organisations.  
Probably the authorities saw no need to educate the poor and their 
parents possibly saw their children as potential wage-earners.   The first 
factory legislation was not introduced until 1819, which forbade millowners 
to employ children under the age of nine! 

In 1811 The National Society for Promoting Education was setup and 
backed by the Church of England and Oxford and Cambridge Universities.  
This was followed in 1814 by The British and Foreign Schools Society 
which was supported by non-. groups.  Both worked on what was known 
as a monitorial system, where a teacher would train older pupils who 
would then pass on their knowledge to younger children, supposedly 
allowing very large numbers to be educated at the same time.  Very few 
records from this early period have remained although I did find some 
records for Clark’s School at Wigglesworth pre 1800.   

The introduction of school logbooks from 1862 (though not compulsory 
until 1876) has made research easier.  The logbooks are a daily diary 
record of the school and give us details of admission (annoyingly not 
always named), leavers and sometimes the reason, results of 
achievements such as scholarships, lessons taught, inspector’s reports.  
Also, a lot of comments on the weather, epidemics, feast days etc.   

The teachers, at this early stage appear to have been judged on 
attendance rather than results, natural as the annual grant seems to have 
been related to attendance and possibly the security of the teacher’s post.  
Bear in mind that in the outlying districts the children were often walking 
miles each way in appalling weather, probably with poor clothing and 
footwear.  Not surprisingly absences were frequent. 

Occasionally the head teacher would list the pupils in each class or 
standard at the beginning of each year.  Interesting children were graded 



23 
 

by ability rather than age so that a class may contain children with a variety 
of ages.  I believe this continued into the early years of the twentieth 
century. 

Admission Registers are the most informative usually, but not always, 
giving: 

• date of admission 

• readmission as often families would leave a parish then re-
turn, particularly agricultural labourers and their families. 

• date of birth – sometimes this is only month and year. 

• parent’s or guardian’s name 

• address, useful as it can lead to the father’s employer. 

• last school attended, very helpful between census years. 

• date of leaving and reason.  A good pointer if moving to an-
other area.  Usually the reason is “full age”.  

 

Punishment Books, few survive, but where they do it is largely filled with 
regular culprits!  They show the following: 

• Child’s name 

• Class or Standard 

• Reason for punishment 

• Punishment delivered 

The County Record Offices are the most common place to find School 
Records but sometimes they end up elsewhere for example museums 
such as Skipton and Horsforth, local studies libraries for example Keigh-
ley.  Some unfortunately remain in private hands such as former head 
teachers or school secretaries but by asking around they do occasionally 
turnup 

School records can certainly enhance your knowledge of your forebears.  
To me they are second only to Poor Law Records in terms of interest and 
have helped me gain a better understanding of my clan.  We now have 
records, photographs etc from over thirty schools on our website. Check 
it out and hopefully add to the knowledge of your ancestors.  

 Stan Merridew 
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Fell Lane Methodist 
Chapel, Keighley 

In 1872 a cottage was 
bought from Mr. Edward 
Pickles.  This was deemed 
necessary in order to ac-
commodate the growing 
needs of Methodism in the 
area.  For an outlay of £10 
it was soon made conven-
ient for the purpose having 
upper and lower school-
rooms.  On the first Sunday 

it had 16 teachers, 40 scholars and 60 congregation.  The numbers in-
creased until by 1875 there were 120 scholars. 

In December 1875 it was decided to build a School/Chapel at a cost of 
£450. A plot of land was bought from Mr. Wall and the men of the congre-
gation dug out the foundations – sometimes by candlelight!  The whole 
cost including the furniture and harmonium came to £880 and there was 
hope expressed that the debt would be soon paid off.  The corner stones 
were laid in September 1877 by Miss Kate Pickles and Mr. A. Almond and 
Fell Lane Methodist Sunday School was opened on 15th April 1878.  The 
preacher was Rev. Robert Morton of Leeds. 

By 1886 the debt had been reduced to £200 and by 1894 all the current 
expenses had been met and the debt was paid off.  The Chapel had been 
cleaned and painted and the roof examined in 1891 and it wasn’t repaired 
and painted again until 1912.  A new heating boiler was installed in 1922 
and electricity in 1926.  Following these installations, the Women’s Pleas-
ant Hour supplied funds to cover the seats with felt and the Sunday School 
raised money to cover the centre aisle with rubber. The minister, the Rev. 
S.P. Jacoby, held a re-opening service on 7th November 1926 and on the 
Sunday the [preachers were Dr. Taylor and Rev. G.H. East.  In 1932 the 
premises were extended at a cost of £908 5s. 81p.  by various donations 
and efforts of the Pleasant Hour and Sunday School the Chapel re-
opened free from debt.  This was the year of the Act of Union and the 
Chapel now became Fell Lane Methodist Church.  

The Church was registered for marriages and the first marriage took place 
on 19th September 1939 when Mr. and Mrs. Lee were presented with a 
bible to mark the occasion. 

During the was the basement was used as an air raid shelter and as no  
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work had been possible during that time by 1952 much remedial work was 
required.  The roof was re-slated and the whole repainted at a total cost 
of £507.  A new organ was bought for £500 and electric overhead heaters 
replaced the old coke boiler. 

The Church celebrated its centenary in 1978 with the publication of a 
booklet from which these records have been taken. It can be seen that at 
one time, Fell Lane had a thriving Methodist population when 300 currant 
buns were ordered for their annual Walking Day.  Unfortunately, as with 
many of our old churches, Fell Lane Chapel closed its doors in the 1980’s 
and now the building is now apartments. 
 

 

A Chivalrous Man 

by Susanne Young 

I enjoy looking for interesting people in cemeteries and recently came 
across a gentleman called Frank Whiteley buried in Ilkley Cemetery. 
Frank was born in Bradford in 1856 and died following his retirement in 
Ilkley in 1933. His headstone records that he lived at Oakville, Ilkley but in 
the 1911 census he lived with his wife and family in Ashville, Ilkley. 
Newspaper reports record his remarkable role during the siege of 
Mafeking from 14 October 1899 until 16 May 1900 which took place during 
the second Boer War. For 217 days the town was successfully defended 
by 800 British troops under the command of Colonel Robert Baden-Powell 
aided by some 300 townspeople and 7000 African natives. As Mayor of 
Mafeking Frank played a major role in recruiting local men and secretly 
arming them for defence of the town to avoid the wrath of many Dutch 
townspeople. He also helped to organise the storage and distribution of 
rations amongst the townspeople which included 600 European women 
and children and was instrumental in turning over the town hospital and 
staff into military service.  

Frank was described as a popular and sensible man who had previously 
been a big game hunter and trader in ivory and skins and was a business 
merchant in Mafeking at the time of the siege. His own home was 
destroyed by shell fire but thankfully his wife Sarah and young children 
had previously escaped to the safety of Cape Town. 212 people were 
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killed during the siege and 600 wounded 
with many more casualties amongst the 
Boers. 

Baden-Powell became a national hero and 
celebrity following the successful relief of 
Mafeking by additional British forces but 
remained close to his friend Frank 
Whiteley. They met regularly at annual 
anniversary dinners celebrating the relief of 
Mafeking; Baden-Powell was God father to 
one of Frank’s children and spent a short 
visit with him in Ilkley before Frank passed 
away. Frank was himself decorated with the 

CMG (Companion of the most distinguished Order of St.Michael & St 
George) for his chivalry during the siege. Following his return to Yorkshire 
he was commandant of Ilkley hospital and convalescent home during 
WW1. 

 
Ghosts!!! 

Are our ancestors still with us?  Some people do believe that they are. 

In Wakefield, at the Museum is the door from the bedroom of Mary Bolles 
who lived in Heath Hall just outside the town.  Mary died in 1661 and in 
her will gave strict instructions that the door of the room in which she died 
was to be left permanently sealed.  It remained so for 50 years until a new 
owner had it re-opened.  Angry at having her wishes disregarded, Mary 
haunted the house for the next 250 years until the Hall was demolished.  
During the second World War, soldiers billeted at the Hall reported seeing 
her on many occasions and dogs would never go near the haunted room. 

Nearer to home: 

Hannah and Harold Worboys, late members of Keighley FHS, at the 
beginning of their married life went to live in an apartment in the Royal 
Arcade down Low Street in Keighley.  There was always a strange feeling 
in the stairway up to the apartment and their dog would never go up the 
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steps and had to be carried.  They never saw anything but other people 
who lived there had done. 

Yet another in Keighley of interest to me as my Aunt was involved: 

Damens Road was where Audrey Greenwood lived. My Aunt lived up the 
tiny street opposite and would do Audrey’s shopping.  On this particular 
day, Audrey waved at the bedroom window and so Aunt went into town to 
do her shopping.  When she arrived back the ambulance was there and 
Audrey was taken to hospital where died.  The house was sold as it stood 
to a young couple who had a baby.  One evening the girl came to Aunt’s 
door asking for help to get rid of Audrey.  Audrey was rocking the baby’s 
cot and wouldn’t let the girl get to the baby.  Aunt could smell the perfume 
that Audrey used but couldn’t see her.  An exorcise took place three times 
before Audrey left but sometime later a young man on leave from the army 
walked into the his mother’s house saying that her had just seen Audrey 
walking the dog.  His mother went white ‘Audrey has been dead for two 
years’ she told him! 

Some of us love a good ghost story but I know that the last one was true! 

 
NEW MEMBERS JUNE 2020 

We welcome two new members this month and wish them success with 
their research 

3622: Mr John Armitstead    3623: Ms Alison Reid 

 IN MEMORY of 

We sadly say goodbye to two of our members 

2680: Mr R Woodhouse of Cromer Norfolk 
 

1182: Mrs A Gronhaug-Brown 
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SUBSCRIPTION RENEWAL 

 

Please note that subscriptions for the year 2020/2021 are due 1st 
September. The rates are as follows:- 
 
Single UK Membership with Posted Journal                  £12 
Joint UK Membership with Posted Journal                    £14 
Single Overseas Membership with Posted Journal       £16  
Single UK Membership with E-Journal                          £10 
Single/Joint Overseas Membership with E-Journal       £10 
 
Payment can be made in the following ways:- 

a) Via Bank Transfer on our website at https://awfhs.org  
b) Via Paypal on our website at https://awfhs.org  
c) Via Genfair Online Bookstore at www.genfair.com 
d) Via Parish Chest Online Bookstore at www.parishchest.com 
e) Via Internet Banking to TSB 77-71-49 a/c no14477168  
f) Via Standing Order to TSB 77-71-49 a/c no 14477168 

 
 
PLEASE ENSURE PAYEE’S NAME IS:-  
AIREDALE & WHARFEDALE FHS 
 
For members receiving E-Journals this is your only reminder.  
For members receiving journals via post there is a renewal leaflet 
inside the journal as well. 
Also, will members please ensure that we hold your up-to-date 
postal and email addresses. 
 
 

SUBSCRIPTION STANDING ORDER REMINDER 

Please will members who pay their subscription by Standing Order check 
they are paying the correct amount on renewal.  

Thank you   Cathy 

 
 

 


