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Deadline for the next edition is 8th Apr 2020 at the latest. 

Please send in any articles, preferably as a Word Document. 

The journal is published at the end of February, May, August and November. 

Vol 30 No 2 Edition will be published in May 2020 . 

From the Chairman 

This year marks the 40
th
 anniversary of the Society and the Executive 

Committee is looking to organise a number of celebratory events and 
activities. 
 

At an exhibition in the Doncaster Central Library to mark International 
Archives week, in November 1979, our President and a founder 
member, Derek A Palgrave, saw an opportunity to assess the interest 
in forming a family history society. The response, particularly the 
number willing to serve as a committee member, led to the inaugural 
meeting of the Doncaster Society for Family History at the Doncaster 
Museum on Thursday 24 January 1980. 
Source: The Doncaster Ancestor Summer 1980 Vol. 1 No. 1 

 

Research Facility 
The Society’s temporary research facility, the Family History HELP DESK, will 
close on Thursday the 30 April 2020. This is due to the Doncaster Central 
Library closing for the last time in preparation for its move to the Danum 
Gallery, Library and Museum. 
 

The Society is appreciative of the welcome and support that the Doncaster 
Central Library and Heritage Doncaster staffs have given to our volunteers. It 
augurs well for establishing a permanent research facility. 
 

Doncaster Council recently confirmed it is their wish that the Society should 
move into the current Doncaster Museum alongside Doncaster Archives and 
Local Studies. However, due to the proposed building alterations having to be 
finalised, the exact date of occupancy cannot be announced. 
 

Executive Committee Changes 
Marion Baxter has been co-opted on to the Executive Committee as Secretary 
and Minute Secretary. We welcome Marion as she commences her second 
stint on the Executive Committee and also thank Philip Langford for covering 
the role in the interim.  

Please check the Society’s website, www.doncasterfhs.co.uk and on 
Facebook for updates on the move and the 40

th
 anniversary celebrations. 

 

George W Hiley 
chairman@doncasterfhs.co.uk 
5 February 2020 
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From the Editor  

Disclaimer 

The Editor reserves the right to edit and defer items sent for inclusion in this 

journal. It is the contributor’s responsibility to ensure that items submitted do 

not breach copyright laws. Opinions expressed in this publication are those of 

their author and not necessarily those of the Society. 

Hello and welcome to the spring Ancestor.  

Thank you again to the people who have sent in articles, and please keep 

them coming, as it stops me from getting stressed! 

As this is the 40th Anniversary year of the Society, we feel it is important to 

celebrate this achievement. We had a meeting to discuss ideas and one of the 

ideas was to ask members how they display their family history and perhaps 

have a meeting, where all the different ideas can be displayed and discussed. 

It doesn’t matter how it is done and whether it is just all in paper format or 

displayed as a tapestry, (yes someone has done that), it is good to share 

ideas. So let me know what you think and of any innovative ideas, you may 

come up with. 

I originally started with lots and lots of paper and still have all my paper files 

but after discussion with several people I bought a family history programme 

and can now display my family tree in a variety of ways on different charts. 

These can be given to different members of your family as keepsakes. 

In this Ancestor you will find articles that I have extracted from the Society 

scrapbook, which was started in 1980, and I hope you enjoy reading them as 

much as I did. We take so much for granted these days as we can get so 

much information from the internet. Just spare a thought for the people who 

traipsed round churchyards, cleaned around memorial inscriptions, or 

transcribed census details so that information could  now be readily available 

to the public. We owe a lot to the original members of the Society for their 

hard work and dedication, for which we thank them. 

We have a letter from Derek Palgrave, who is our President on page 9. 

 

Jenny Ellis   
ddfhseditor1@outlook.com 
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The Family History Help Desk is on the 2nd floor of Doncaster Central 
Library (Room 4) 

 

Free Access to 
Ancestry.co.uk and 

Findmypast.co.uk with printer facilities 
Exclusive access to 1½ million Doncaster & Rotherham 

searchable names 
 

Free Admission  
 

Monday 10.30  -   15.30 

Tuesday 10.30  -   15.30 

Wednesday Closed 

Thursday (Computer Group) 10.30  -   12.30 

Thursday 13.00  -   15.30 

Friday Closed 

Saturday 11.00  -   14.00  

 

To Avoid Disappointment, Please Ring 
and Book Your Session  

 

01302 737264 
Access is available via a lift  

The next closing dates for the Family History Help Desk will be  
 

 Sat 11th Apr 2020 and reopen Tuesday 14 Apr 2020 (Easter)  

 



Doncaster Ancestor – Spring 2020 5 

Programme of Talks for 2020 
 
February 26

th
 Sweets of Doncaster by Geoff Bennett. 

 
The story of the prolific sweet makers of Doncaster of many years ago, and I 
am sure many of you can remember their names. Nuttall, Radiance and of 
course Parkinson’s Royal Doncaster Butterscotch. 
 
March 25

th
 The History of Slavery in South Yorkshire by David Adgar. 

 
I am sure you will be surprised to hear how this area had its share of slaves. 
 

April 29
th

 AGM followed by The Story of Charles Dickens by Pat Os-

bourne. 

The author, a favourite of many, who was supposed to be a real family man 

whilst living his secret life with an actress for 13 years. This is the talk which 

Pat had to cancel last year due to illness. 

May 27
th

 The Pilgrim Fathers by Chris Daniels. 

Tonight Chris will be remembering the 400
th
 Anniversary of the Pilgrim Fa-

thers setting sail across the Atlantic to America, and what happened when 

these brave young men and women, mostly under the age of 30, reached 

their destination. 

June 24
th

 Reflections on a Great War, part 2 by Paul and Mick. 

This takes over from where we left off last year. They play the parts of two 

soldiers dressed in very accurate replica uniforms. One plays the part of a 

CSM (Company Sergeant Major) from the 3rd Division Australian Imperial 

Force, whist the other brings to life, a local lad, Corporal T Atkins. 

Meetings are held on the last Wednesday of each month 

at the Doncaster Deaf Trust 

Leger Way, Doncaster (opposite the Racecourse) 

7.00pm for 7.30pm 

Please Note - There will occasionally be a change to the pre-advertised 

speaker due to circumstances beyond our control. If you are coming to hear a 

specific talk, please check our website before you travel or contact: 

June Staniforth 07901 523 529 

 

Entrance is free to members and £3.00 to non members 
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Recent Publications by D&DFHS 

Society publications can be purchased by post (see inside back cover 
or our website for full details) or through GenFair at www.genfair.com 

Please allow 21 days for delivery. 
Goods can be returned within 14 days of receipt of order only if 

unopened, or found to be faulty, or if you have been sent a different item 
from that requested. 

Latest Download 

Loversall, St Katherine 

Contents: 

History St Katherine, Parish Registers and Bishop’s Transcripts  

Baptisms     1601 to 1920      

Burials     1601 to 1950   

Marriages     1602 to 1940   

Monumental Inscriptions    

Parish White’s Directory    1838     

Kelly’s Directory    1857 & 1893       

For details of other parishes and publications see Genfair.Co.uk 

www.doncasterfhs.co.uk or request price list from 

postalsales@doncasterfhs.co.uk 

Tips for your Research 

Findmypast 

United Kingdom Deaths 2007-2017 

Over 2.7 million new additions from across England, Scotland, Wales, 

Northern Ireland and Isle of Man. 
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The GRO has permitted users of FreeBMD to take 
screenshots of entries and share them online.  
 
FreeBMD is one of a suite of free to use, family history databases - users 

are already free to share screenshots of FreeCEN (nineteenth-century 

censuses) and FreeREG (registers of baptism, marriage and burial from 

the Church of England and other bodies). 

Pat Reynolds, Executive Director of Free UK Genealogy said “Personally, 

I love being able to share family history discoveries with my family on 
social media - I’m delighted I can now do this for the civil registration data 
we hold on FreeBMD”. 

Free UK Genealogy is a registered charity, where thousands of volunteers 

- transcribers, developers and others -  make historic documents freely 

accessible to all on its websites. 

www.freebmd.org.uk, www.freecen.org.uk, and www.freereg.org.uk 

Changes to Document Ordering at  

The National Archives 

With effect from 31 March 2020, the document ordering procedure of 
the National Archives will change. 
 
Readers will be able to order a maximum of 12 documents for the 
same day, plus up to 12 documents ordered in advance (i.e. a 
maximum of 24 documents per reader per day). 
 
The new procedure will run for an experimental 6-month period. 
More details can be seen on the National Archives website. 

UK Electoral Registers & Companies House Directors 2002-2019 

Over 981,000 new additions are now available to search 

Thousands more Scottish records added, including Poor Law. 

Six more Yorkshire Newspapers also added. 

https://app.k6222f.com/click?ld=xCV4GnxDWIsfFpb4sBaQYdyGHsXeG2QPf4yQED%2BIUR6VHTsGOAvxrrc2X90ayMj6hXguKKuaRI0%3Du
https://app.k6222f.com/click?ld=xCV4GnxDWIsfFpb4sBaQYdyGHsXeG2QPf4yQED%2BIUR6VHTsGOAvxri%2FW84%2FC0L5chXguKKuaRI0%3Du
https://app.k6222f.com/click?ld=xCV4GnxDWIsfFpb4sBaQYdyGHsXeG2QPf4yQED%2BIUR6VHTsGOAvxrmBf4T4NYX0MhXguKKuaRI0%3Du
https://doncasterfhs.co.uk/changes-to-document-ordering-at-the-national-archives/
https://doncasterfhs.co.uk/changes-to-document-ordering-at-the-national-archives/
https://nationalarchives.gov.uk/about/news/changes-to-document-ordering/
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I would be grateful if any members could give me any assistance with the 
identification of the ladies on this photograph. It shows a ladies team from 
Doncaster Golf Club who played and won the final of the Yorkshire Ladies 
Second Team Championship at Harrogate Golf Club on Tuesday 11th 
November 1913. I know the names and addresses of the ladies, but cannot 
put them to the faces! They are: Mrs Greener ( Lady Captain and probably the 
lady in the centre), Mrs Forth, Miss Mottram, Miss Anne, Miss Smith Miss 
Battersby and Mrs Wright.  

The addresses are interesting and I would grateful if anyone could tell me if 
they still exist.  
I have them all except for Mrs Greener. Mrs Forth, Old Bank House, Miss 
Mottram of De Grey Villa. She was the sister of Sir Thomas Mottram, who was 
Chief Inspector of Mines for the UK. Miss Ernestine Anne of the Anne family, 
Burghwallis Hall, Miss Smith of Princes House, Mrs Wright, 34 Windsor Road, 
Mrs Battersby, South Parade House.  
 
This photo is one of oldest in the possession of Doncaster Golf Club which is 
currently celebrating one hundred and twenty five years since its formation in 
1894. 
 
David Horncastle, Member 2341 

Help Wanted 
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From our President 
 

Dear Jenny, 

Thank you for reminding me that the Society’s 40
th 

Anniversary is imminent. I 
have been looking back at of some of the material in my old files.  

I remember particularly events around that time because Tim McQuiban, the 
then Doncaster Archivist, suggested we seek some publicity on local radio. He 
then arranged an interview at the Doncaster Record Office, then at Bentley, 
with BBC Radio Sheffield. I had to explain how we were planning to start a 
new family history society in the town. My interview was broadcast on local 
radio later that day.  

We had already arranged our inaugural meeting in the Museum and were  
hoping that local people who were interested in tracing their ancestry would 
come along and support the formation of a Society  to foster their interests.  

I was subsequently asked if I could take part in an interview at Leeds on the 
very day we had fixed for our inaugural meeting. I still recall driving back from 
Leeds to Doncaster hoping, throughout the journey, that I would be back in 
sufficient time in order to introduce that meeting.  

I am sure that several members who attended that inaugural meeting  still  
recall that historic occasion.  
 

Regards, 

Derek Palgrave 

Society Vacancies 

The Society  needs to recruit volunteers to fill the following positions: 

 Executive Committee Members 

Current Vacancies: 

 Bookstall Co-ordinator 

 Fair Co-ordinator 

If any member would like to assist any of the Society’s current post 

holders or requires further information please contact the Chairman, 

chairman@doncasterfhs,co.uk 

mailto:chairman@doncasterfhs,co.uk
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Funerals are for the Living 
Birth, marriage and death: these are the events which we research as we seek 
our ancestors, preserving the past to place ourselves in the present. Each 
event is marked by a ritual and in the wider world, different cultures express 
the circle of life in different ways. In Mexico there is the frantic Festival of The 
Dead, a day of celebration and feasting. Families visit the graves of their loved 
ones and hold parties with music and dancing. 

During the Chinese Spring Festival, families gather together in their ancestral 
homes and visit the tombs of their dead, often spending the day there, 
picnicking beside them. On ‘Tomb Cleaning Day’ they burn incense and 
pretend money at the graves of their ancestors to honour those who have 
passed away. When I visited my son and his family who live in Boading, North 
Eastern China, I witnessed ‘Tomb Cleaning Day’ and saw families tending the 
graves of their relatives, sometimes situated in the middle of the road as the 
city had developed. No matter, the ritual was performed. Those who fought for 
China were revered and this was the inscription by their graves in the military 
museum: ‘Those who defend their country and protect the people will have 
incense burned in their memory for ten thousand years and sacrifices will be 
made to them for generation after generation.’ 

We mark the passing of our beloved relatives with reverence in many ways, 
some of which may seem strange and even barbaric. The ancient Indian 
ceremony of ‘suttee ‘,  when the living wife of a deceased husband was 
expected to throw herself onto his funeral pyre, expresses sentiments which 
are a far cry from those of the following poem by Thomas Hardy: 

At The Draper’s 

“I stood at the back of the shop my dear 

But you did not perceive me, 

Well, when they are deliver what you were shown 

I shall know nothing of it, believe me.” 

 

And he coughed and coughed as she paled  

And said, 

“O I didn’t see you come in there –  

Why couldn’t you speak?” – “Well, I didn’t. 

I left that you should not notice 

I’d been there. 
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“You were viewing some lovely things. ‘Soon 

Required  

For a widow of latest fashion’; 

And I knew t’would upset you to meet the 

Man 

Who had to be cold and ashen, 

 

“And screwed in a box before they could  

Dress you 

‘In the last note in mourning’, 

As they defined it. So, not to distress you, 

I left you to your adorning.” 

There is great irony and sadness in this poem. It is full of regret and mocks the 
selfishness and vanity of petty priorities when faced with the inevitable. 
However, on a lighter note, the $64,000 question of what to wear, whatever 
the occasion, rears its ugly head and may always dominate certain female 
minds! 

I have already written about a family wedding, however, funerals tend to be a 
taboo subject. There is an old riddle: ‘What must everyone have, but no one 
wants to buy?’ The answer: a coffin. Funerals are events we avoid talking 
about, but without them as part of our lives, we would not have that certain 
sense of catharsis giving us the ability to move on, day to day, without our 
loved ones. In writing my thoughts on this subject I have no wish to be 
disrespectful, but to explore the feelings I have experienced, to come to terms 
with the passing of dear ones in the passing of time. 

It was at recent family funeral that I met the lovely and very vivacious cousin 
Lizzie who kindly made a correction to my previous article on The Timms 
family of Highfields. I regret to say that I made a mistake and the youngest 
daughter of the Timms Family was not Tott but Phyllis who married Sonny 
Rothwell of Rothwell’s fish and chip fame. Great Uncle Donald was the 
youngest child of the said Timms Family and he was named Donald Lorraine. 
‘Lorraine’, was to signify the place where his older brother had fought during 
the war. The funeral in question was that of my mother’s cousin Dorothy 
Lorraine, who was always called ‘Bubbles’ as she was a beautiful baby with 
cute curly hair reminiscent of the angelic child in the ‘Pears Soap’ advert. She 
was affectionately given her nickname by Ronnie Rothwell, Lizzie’s father, 
who, on seeing her for the first time, was so taken by Dorothy Lorraine’s 
likeness to the ‘Pears Soap’ poppet. 
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Several years ago, I found myself at a cousin’s funeral in winter when the 
stillness of frost hung like static, sharply framing that day as I drove my 
mother to St Laurence’s church at Adwick le Street. As the funeral was at the 
other side of Doncaster, from our homes, we had set off in good time and 
decided to take a route that avoided the town traffic. However, ‘the best laid 
schemes o’ mice an’ men, gang aft ag-ley’, and sure enough, as we journeyed 
along, we were stopped by a police car and ambulance which were blocking 
the road. Unfortunately, an accident had just taken place in which an elderly 
lady had been knocked down and hence the road closed. Undaunted, my 
mother suggested another route, assuring me that this area was her ‘old 
stamping ground’ and confidently she directed me into what turned out to be 
the cul de sac of new housing estate. 

 Finally, flustered and lamentably late, we flew up to the church just as the 
funeral procession was about to commence. Never one to hold back, my 
mother burst through the church doors and theatrically flinging her cape 
around, she sent all the hymn books flying off the shelves, scattering them to 
the floor like a flock of frightened birds. We were hastily ushered into a seat, 
where mother proceeded, ‘sotto voce’, “Can anyone change a five pound 
note?” In the silence that followed, no one looked at us, but the tension was 
palpable. An electrical charge of anticipation and excitement rippled around 
the congregation. As I begged for the ground to open up beneath my feet and 
swallow me, it transpired that Mum had forgotten her reading glasses but was 
under the impression that she could remember every word of the chosen 
hymns. Batting away my proffered hymn book with scorn, she sang out loud 
and long, and with great gusto: all the right words, in the wrong order. The 
pew in front of us was shaking, as relatives fought to control their laughter and 
thankfully, my stalwart Uncle Michael in the pew behind, bravely bellowed with 
ever increasing volume to muffle the mistakes.  Finally, when I thought I that I 
might just be able to conquer the explosion of hysteria building inside me, we 
were treated to a sweet serenade, as a lady soprano, just missing the correct 
note every time, strove to entertain us. As we anxiously anticipated the high 
notes, clearly coming, it was touch and go as to whether they would be 
attained. An emotional experience for all the wrong reasons, every aria was 
an exquisite knife edge of pure purgatory. Just when I thought that I would 
internally combust; Communion was taken, and to my abject horror my mother 
rose to join the procession. I was horrified because it meant that I had to help 
her walk forward in full view of the congregation. I cringed, catapulted into the 
shocking spotlight, when all I wanted to do was curl up and hide under the 
grave stones on the aisle. Mercifully, my cousin, whose funeral it was, had a 
great sense of humour! She would have thoroughly enjoyed this service and 
be chuckling with delight at my mother’s antics and my mortification, from on 
high. 

Laughter in church was always lurking as a fear of mine. Something about the 
solemnity of the surroundings forbids humour and yet it is that very fact which 
makes it so difficult to avoid. Like a cough which only ever tickles when at a 
quiet gathering, it inappropriately barks. I am reminded of a time when in 
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Bawtry Parish Church, mother and I were waiting for my daughter’s Christmas 
concert to commence. During the quiet introduction, the music teacher was 
playing a soft refrain as parents took their seats. My mother, not known for the 
ability to sit quietly or speak in whispers, again, ‘sotto voce’ informed me that 
one of my cousins was “having trouble down below.” I was nonplussed; 
“pardon?” I inquired. “You know?” She proceeded, ‘a la Les Dawson over the 
washing line’, “Women’s problems in her downstairs department.”  
Desperately, I tried to divert the discussion, realising that simply not 
responding to her was making Mum talk all the more. Therefore, I innocently 
inquired as to what she had been watching on TV, only to be subjected to 
what would now be considered racist remarks regarding the then Archbishop 
of York.  She had watched his inauguration and thoroughly enjoyed it as she 
actually admired him enormously, but could not choose her words with political 
correctness. She was of a different era and although this is not an excuse, it is 
an explanation. Once again, I was mortified.  

Optimistically, I opted to attend the repeat of the concert the following evening, 
alone, and took my seat with a sigh of relief. Unfortunately, my moment of 
peace was to be shattered as the person who came to sit beside me, during 
the same gentle introductory music, bent my ear constantly, crowing her son’s 
prowess. I smiled sweetly, nodded in all the right places and longed for 
silence. When I thought the situation could not possibly get any worse, the 
family who took their seats behind me had a child with Tourette’s syndrome 
shouting profanities throughout. The completely inappropriate cursing was 
shocking in the extreme. As I could not anticipate when an outburst would 
occur, it surprised me every time, making me jump and jangling my nerves, as 
I tried not to laugh out loud. Then a lady turned around from the pew in front of 
me and greeted me by name, and to this day I have no clue as who she was. 
‘Come back mother, all is forgiven!’ By this time the whole point of the concert 
was long forgotten and I wanted to laugh so much that I was in pain. It was 
almost as excruciating as when at a concert for my children at their junior 
school the wind instruments were played, the notes wavered tantalisingly 
beyond reach and the tune was impossible to identify. Shaking with 
uncontrollable laugher, I fought to be calm.  However, my composure 
completely crumbled when the teacher announced: ‘And now, Emma will play 
Ode to Joy!’ A tiny child staggered on to the stage bearing the weight of a 
cello twice her size. She manfully dragged it into position, plonking it firmly 
between legs akimbo and proceeded to assail us with a sound akin to that of a 
tortured cat screeching in pain. ‘Joy’ it certainly was not. At this point, the 
small boy sitting in front of me with his grandma turned around and stood on 
his chair with his fingers in his ears. I had to leave the Hall. 

Funerals make us aware of our own mortality and thoughts turn to how we will 
be mourned when the time comes to say goodbye. ‘Con Te Partiro’ is a 
popular refrain chosen at ceremonies the world over. At one of my uncles’ 
funerals, Frank Sinatra boldly belted out: ‘Fly me to the moon and let me 
swing among the stars’ and we mourned a lovely man who lived life to the full 
and always shared a smile with everyone. Even in death he wanted to be 
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remembered with a joyful song. 

Sadly, my dear friend Jane passed away last year and I recall her telling me 
that she did not want a ‘happy clappy rainbow funeral.’ In all seriousness, she 
wanted people to wear black and be sad, preferably crying. She got her wish. I 
also remember my father saying that the last thing he wanted was the scene 
of mourners by a graveside crying in the rain. Unfortunately, he did not get his 
wish. The scenario he described is precisely what happened, because 
funerals are for the living and we control neither the weather nor our emotions 
as we mourn the dead.  

‘Man that is born of woman hath but a short time to live.’ It does not have to be 
a time of misery though, and as we respectfully say farewell to the dead, we, 
the living learn much from their lives. 

Funerals are for the living, as we seek to make sense of it all.  

Ruth Scott-Chambers, Member 4292 

Recording of the Monumental Inscriptions in 

the Archdeaconry of Doncaster 1980-1990 

The founding of the ‘Doncaster Society for Family History’ (its original title) in 

early 1980 saw the beginning of a project that was to last for the following 10 

years.  One of the objectives of the new Society was (and still is) ‘To seek out, 

transcribe, index and wherever possible publish or make available material 

relevant to the interests of the Society’.  And so the Monumental Inscriptions 

recording project was begun. 

At the inaugural meeting of the Society around sixty people had expressed an 

interest in helping with this project and the Project Organiser, John Heaviside 

began sifting through material that was already available to avoid duplication.  

One of the founder members of the Society, Mr Leslie Smith, an avid local and 

family historian, had already compiled a card index of all the churches in our 

area of interest together with notes on whether the inscriptions had been 

transcribed and where they were to be located.  Mr Smith generously lent us 

his index along with inscriptions he had already transcribed for Askern, 

Fenwick, Haywood and Cantley and the typing up of these began immediately.  

Another member who was by profession a draughtsman, Mr Ray Swaby, 

volunteered to commence drawing up plans and plotting each gravestone for 

the rest of the Archdeaconry’s churchyards for us to work from.  Unfortunately 
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me about churchyards in our area that they had recorded and we very 

gratefully received transcriptions of Conisbrough from Mr Michael Parker of 

Sheffield, transcriptions of Wentworth from Miss Winifred Jackson of Barnsley 

and a towards the end of our first year John Heaviside had to resign from the 

committee due to ill health and I was co-opted to take over as Projects 

Organiser - little knowing what I was letting myself in for! 

I decided to attempt recording one churchyard each month during the summer 

and spend the winter months typing up and indexing our findings.  As 

enthusiastic members turned up on the allotted Saturday morning with pens, 

paper, bottles of water and scrubbing brushes, they were allocated a number 

of stones to transcribe from the plans expertly produced by Ray.  Some 

members that could only spend half a day or so with us, very often took away 

their unfinished targets and went back during the week to finish them. 

Many members gave freely of their time during these ten years to see the 

project completed and willing volunteers attended almost every session.  

Some members also undertook to record a whole churchyard by themselves: 

Mrs Line transcribed Balby; Mrs Duckett transcribed Kirk Bramwith; with John 

and Stella Vessey tackling Rossington. Attendance at the sessions varied 

between ten and twenty. A couple of seriously mad individuals (Gill Briscoe 

and I) even went out transcribing one very frosty New Year’s Day - well it 

certainly got rid of the hangover!  I also introduced my six year old son Neil to 

the joys of M.I. recording in Sprotborough churchyard and he was most 

impressed when the Weekend Post turned up to see what we were doing and 

he got his photograph in the newspaper.  

 We beavered away through the years, enjoying the spring flowers and 

rushing to get a churchyard finished before the nettles got us.  Hot sunny 

summer days when there was a fight to record the monuments inside the cool 

of the church, or to bag the group of stones nestling under the cooling 

branches of a large tree.  Some of the stones were already buried by the time 

we got round to recording a churchyard and after obtaining permission from 

the vicar, members could be seen on their hands and knees prodding the 

ground with knitting needles to see if they could hit a stone.  Once the edges 

of the stone had been identified, a strong man with a spade (usually John 

Vessey), cut around the edge and the turf was rolled back to reveal either a 

wonderfully preserved inscription or the back side of the stone with no 
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inscription!  Throughout the whole project we were eternally grateful to our 

ancestors who always seemed to have the foresight to build a pub next to the 

church.  In fact the most frequent question I was asked about the next venue 

for recording was ‘How far is the pub?’ 

As news of our activities began to get around, several individuals contacted 

card index of transcriptions of Wath-upon-Dearne from Miss Freda Crowder of 

Rotherham Local Studies Library. These transcriptions were all retyped and 

incorporated into a master index of surnames that I was compiling as we went 

along. 

Gill Briscoe and myself undertook the checking of the transcriptions on our 

‘free’ Saturdays then the typing and indexing was completed during the winter 

months. John Heaviside and myself did the typing.  These were the ‘good old 

John Vessey recording monumental inscriptions in a churchyard 
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days’ before computers and the Society purchased a second hand office 

typewriter for me to work with.  As I had only done a six month shorthand and 

typing course after leaving school I was not what you could call a proficient 

typist and I still cringed when I saw some of the earlier typescripts.  The cost 

to the Society in Tippex must have been considerable as the Committee 

eventually decided to invest in an electric typewriter with a built in eraser 

ribbon. This made life much easier, but even so there was much retyping of 

pages if a set of transcriptions had been missed and of course all the indexing 

was done manually - no clicking a mouse to index 2000 names in Swinton 

churchyard!  The downside of all these changes meant that the finished 

transcriptions were very much a mixture of different styles of typing, different 

fonts and different size of lettering and it is great to see the whole lot retyped 

in a standard format - well done to Margaret Wilson and her team who spent a 

further three years inputting the monumental inscriptions and to Gwen 

Jennings for producing both the inscriptions and the illustrated churchyards on 

CD ROM. 

I can honestly say that the ten years of M.I. recording were some of the 

happiest in my family history ‘career’. However, without the help and support 

of the many members of the Society who turned up rain or shine to help we 

would never have achieved this remarkable archive resource.  Also, in 

retrospect, as so many of these stones are now buried, removed or 

vandalised, our efforts were certainly not in vain and the inscriptions will be 

available for many years to come.  There are too many of you to mention here 

by name - you know who you are.  I know the Society and family historians 

worldwide are extremely grateful for your ‘devotion to duty’ and, for all the 

memories, I thank you. 

Joan  Grundy, Member 4 

This information is copied from the introduction on the Monumental Inscription 

CD / Download files and was written in 2005 
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Doncaster & District Family History Society 

40th Anniversary  

1980’s 

Thursday 24th January 1980 

Inaugural meeting  of the Doncaster Society for Family History at 

Doncaster Museum with 130 attendees 

Chairman D A Palgrave M A who later became our President 

Annual Subscription £4.00 and  £6.00 per family 

First Doncaster Ancestor was Summer 1980 

Projects 

5 year plan for recording memorial inscriptions 

14 members transcribing 1851 census for the Archdeaconry of 

Doncaster 

House meetings held at some member’s houses 

1990’s 

Name changed to Doncaster & District Family History Society 

Doncaster Ancestor now produced on computer, previously typed 

On the 10th Anniversary, the party followed the AGM which was held in 

record time of 9 minutes 58 seconds! 

Projects 

Transcribing 1881 census for the Archdeaconry of Doncaster 

Projects to complete & publish memorial inscriptions for Hyde Park 

Cemetery and continue with National Burial Index 

Records produced on microfiche 

Membership £8.00 & £10.00 per family 

Filing cabinet & use of 3 microfiche at Doncaster Library 
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2000’s 

20th Anniversary celebrations, 140 members attended 

Monthly meetings held at the Damnum Hotel 

Summer 2006 new glossy Ancestor introduced 

First spring Fair 2007 -  over 600 visitors 

 

Glenville Building & Sports Hall the Deaf School and Holmescarr School, 

Rossington used by the Society followed by temporary accommodation 

at The Wildwood Centre, Bentley’ 

Palgrave Research Centre, Balby  opened 28th Oct 2003 sharing a 

building with Doncaster Archives 

 

Membership £8.00 & £11.00 per family 

2010’s 

Discussions with Findmypast resulted in transcribed records from the 

Society, being available to be viewed via Findmypast website 

 

Over one Million Name Index  now available; making it easier to  trace 

the names of all the records previously transcribed by the Society & 

Rotherham Family History Society 

 

Palgrave Research Centre, Balby closed  June 2019 

 

Family History HELP DESK opened Doncaster Central Library 2019 

 

Membership £10.00 & £12.00 per family 
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The Mill Bridge, Doncaster 

The Mill Bridge was the northern limit of the old County Borough, which 
spanned the River Don at the far end of Marsh Gate. 

This stone bridge replaced an earlier one in 1782 and the mill building had 
been reconstructed after a fire in1818. Three water driven corn mills stood at 
this bridge and derived their power from waterwheels. In the middle of the 
19th century steam power had been installed, the chimney can be seen 
behind the mill. 

The original bridge built in medieval times was dedicated to St Mary and 
aroused attention for its solidarity other than its ornamentation. Large piers 
were constructed for support and five small low arch openings. 

In 1470, after the Battle of Stamford, Sir Robert Welles and Sir Ralph Grey 
were beheaded at the bridge on the orders of Edward 1V. 

Here also, the Pilgrim of Grace, which was a rising in the north against Henry 

Mill Bridge from the River Don with corn mill in the background 
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V111. The ecclesiastical changes were halted in 1536. This began in 
Yorkshire by Robert Aske, a lawyer, and had spread into Cumberland, 
Northumberland and North Lancashire. The Archbishop of York Edward Lee 
and Thomas Darcy, Baron of Templehurst also belonged to the rising. 

Doncaster Reference Library L.924.74 Don which was produced from a series 
of articles from the Doncaster Free Press. 

Library book reference D/195 – by Colin Walton ‘Changing Face of 
Doncaster’. 

A copy of the photograph can be found in library book Doncaster Yesterday 
No.1 

Keith Crouter Member, 1623 

Want to Feel Old? 

Bonanzo premiered over 60 years ago 

The Beatles split 50 years ago  

Laugh – In premiered nearly 52 years ago 

The Wizard of Oz is 80 years old 

Elvis is dead 42 years. He’d be 84 today 

The Thriller video is 36 years old 

Jimi Hendrix and Janis Joplin died 49 years ago 

John Lennon has neem dead 39 years 

Mickey Mantle retired 51 years ago 

Back to the Future is 35 years old 

Saturday Night Fever is 42 years old 

The Ed Sullivan show ended 47 years ago 

The Brady Bunch premiered 50 years ago 

The triplets on My Three Sons are 50 

Tabitha from Bewitched is 55 

The Corvette turned 66 this year 

The Mustang is 55 

Dave Valentine, Member 3391 

 

Please note that Dave sent this to me last year, so some dates will be out. 
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Cause Papers 
 Apart from visiting The Borthwick Institute in York, DDFHS has been 
given talks on “Cause Papers” which are held at the Borthwick. These are 
records of Ecclesiastical Courts that were held by the Church from the middle 
ages until the middle of the nineteenth century. The Courts had jurisdiction 
over a wide variety of cases including those involving, matrimony, defamation, 
tithe, probate and clergy breach of faith and church rights.  
The Papers can be downloaded from the Borthwick website and many are of 
local interest. 
Although introductions are in Latin, witness statements are in English and the 
following was extracted from Ref: CP.1.282. 

 
A Scandal in Hatfield in 1709 

 At the start of the 18
th
 century there was scandal aplenty in Hatfield or, 

to be more precise goings on in an ale house situated in Parke Lane. 
(Winthorpe Hall at Dunsville was originally called Park Lane Hall). The 
alehouse was run by James Dearden and his wife Elizabeth and it was the 
latter that was brought to the attention of the church authorities, regarding the 
lewd behaviour that was permitted, nay, one might say encouraged by the 
landlord, her husband. 
 This situation had been continuing for at least two and a half years 
when locals demanded that the authorities step in and deal with the matter. 
This wasn’t just a case of drunkenness, but of adultery, fornication, lewd and 
scandalous behaviour and even blasphemy and bigamy. Elizabeth’s defence 
was that it was all a pack of lies and that she did not believe that the 
authorities could bring forth a single witness to prove the offences. 
 However, witnesses were called and claimed that one Allan Cockin, an 
unemployed married man, with a wife and children in Sandall, visited the 
house on a daily basis. Moreover, during one drunken session there was a 
suggestion that Allan Cockin and James Dearden, (in the presence of the 
various witnesses), should swap wives and James agreed but on condition 
Allan paid him seven shillings and sixpence. (In 1710 that was enough for him 
to buy 1 horse or 1 cow). Elizabeth then reached into the pocket of Allan 
Cockin and drew out seven shillings and sixpence which was given to her 
husband. A pretend marriage ceremony was performed whereby one of the 
witnesses dressed in a white sheet as a surplice, (or maybe just a white 
apron) read out parts of the marriage ceremony from the Book of Common 
Prayer and Elizabeth and Allan were declared man and wife. Allan even paid 
the person performing the ‘ceremony’ two shillings in ale.  
Elizabeth and Allan went up to bed after kissing and behaving in a lewd 
fashion in front of the witnesses and stayed for two nights and a day. 
Meanwhile James Dearden slept in another bed and his brother Thomas 
Dearden was witness to that.  
 Allan Cockin was already well known to the authorities and had 
appeared before the Rotherham magistrates on more than one occasion 
accused of sheep stealing.  He had been committed, whipped and imprisoned 
but all with little effect. He once stole a sheep around Christmas time and took 
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it back to Dearden’s alehouse where it was cooked and eaten by a number of 
those named in the action including Thomas Moore. On another occasion the 
same Thomas Moore was employed as the Bailiff to apprehend Richard 
Bishop who had escaped after arrest and was believed to be hidden in the 
alehouse of James Dearden. 
 Anna Martin was called to give evidence and gave witness that she had 
seen Elizabeth Dearden and Allan Cocking naked in bed on many occasions 
whist she was employed at the alehouse, often when James Dearden was 
about the country on business. There was also evidence that Elizabeth would 
beckon to Allen and that the couple would frequently go into the parlour, 
closing the door behind them and emerge after an hour or so. It was claimed 
that she also took other men of a lascivious and debauched nature into the 
parlour, emerging after half an hour or so. Elizabeth and Allen often behaved 
in a lewd fashion, kissing each other with their arms around each other and 
with his hand on her belly. They rode out together and walked around together 
like a married couple. It was common knowledge in the district around Hatfield 
about their lewd and wicked behaviour and also that she entertained other 
lewd and lascivious persons, both men and women, at the alehouse. James 
Dearden was prohibited by the magistrates from selling ale as a result of the 
activities in his business and property.  
 There was no record of any punishment for Elizabeth but one has to 
wonder why she was the one up before the Church authorities. James was 
obviously a party to everything and Allen Cockin clearly had a more than 
shady past. What of Thomas Moore who acted as Bailiff at one time but was 
present when the ‘marriage‘ took place?  
If the Church had the same powers now there would be sittings every day! 
 
Note: The information for this article had been transcribed by Philip Langford 
and his group, who work on transcribing old documents. 
From our records: A James Dearman was baptised in Hatfield on the 14

th
 

August 1673 and married Elizabeth Smagg on the 21
st
 June 1703. Elizabeth 

Dearman, wife of James, was buried on the 28
th
 May 1717 and James on the 

8
th
 July 1728 

 
Pattie Birch, Member 3232 
 
Date: 1711 Court: Consistory Case: Immorality (keeping a scandalous 
alehouse) 
Plaintiff: Office Outcome: No sentence 
Defendant: Elizabeth Dearman Wife of James Dearman  
Location: Hatfield ecclesiastical parish (Yorkshire West Riding)  
Witnesses:  
Francis Watson; 40; Inn holder and Bailiff; Doncaster 
Thomas Moore; 43; Yeoman; Park Lane  
Richard Woodcock; 25; Gentleman; Hatfield Woodhouse 
Anne Martin; 20; Thorne 
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Ellis Island 
Ellis Island was the gateway for millions of immigrants to the United States as 
the nation’s busiest immigrant inspection station from 1892 until 1954. The 
island was made part of the Statue of Liberty National Monument in 1965, and 
has hosted a museum of immigration since 1990. Ellis Island is surrounded by 
the Hudson River and lies between New York City (Manhattan) and New 
Jersey City. It is close to Liberty Island which of course is where the Statue of 
Liberty is. 

In the thirty five years before Ellis Island opened, over eight million 
immigrants, arriving in New York, had been processed by New York State 
officials at Castle Garden Immigration Depot in Lower Manhattan. The Federal 
Government assumed control of immigration in 1890 and Congress 
appropriated $75,000 to construct America’s first Federal Immigration Centre 
on Ellis Island. It was opened on 1 January 1892 and processed about 1.5 
million immigrants in five years. Annie Moore, a fifteen year old Irish girl, 
accompanied by her two brothers, was the first immigrant to be processed at 
Ellis Island on 2 January 1892. It was constructed of wood and unfortunately 
was completely destroyed by fire on 15 June 1897. There was no loss of life 
but records dating back to 1855 were destroyed. 

Plans were immediately drawn up 
for a new, fireproof immigration 
station on Ellis Island and a new 
building opened its doors on 17 
December 1900. The new building 
was constructed in red brick with 
limestone trim. Officials estimated 
that 5,000 immigrants per day would 
be processed. However, the facilities 
proved to be able to barely handle 
the flood of immigrants that arrived 
in the years just before World War I. 
In 1907 a record number of 1.25 
million immigrants were processed 
at Ellis Island. Between 1900 and 
1915 the island was increased in size by landfill using excavated material from 
the New York Metro and other buildings such as the hospital, contagious 
disease wards and kitchens were all extended to cope with this large and 
unexpected influx of immigrants. 

Towards the end of the nineteenth century, millions of people, from all over the 
world, wanted to live in the USA. In many countries, people were very poor 
and didn’t have enough money to buy food for their children. In other 
countries, people were punished because of their politics or religion. They 
heard that the USA had lots of jobs, food and the most important thing for 
them: freedom. They could practice their religion without fear and, if they 
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worked hard, could buy houses and send their children to college. Huge ships 
such as the S.S. Caronia and S.S. Mauretania sailed from the ports of Europe. 
The first immigrants were from Western Europe such as England, Ireland, 
Germany and the Scandinavian Countries.  Political unrest began to spread 
towards the end of the 19

th
 century so the number of immigrants increased 

dramatically from Eastern Europe. The voyage from Europe took between 
eight and fourteen days depending on port of departure and weather 
conditions. The main ports of embarkation in Britain were Liverpool and 
Southampton. 

Rich people would travel first class in private cabins and eat expensive food in 
the dining room. They would have paid about $45 for the voyage from 
England, equivalent to about £500 today. Second class passengers would 
have paid about $35 and in steerage they would have paid $10 to $15 or £110 
to £170 at today’s prices. People who travelled in steerage ate and slept in 
very cramped communal areas in the basement of the ship and were allowed 
to use a relatively small area of one of the decks for taking fresh air. 
Conditions were far from ideal. To make things worse, many passengers 
suffered from sea sickness. 

 

Probably the first thing immigrants saw as they sailed into New York Bay 
would be the Statue of Liberty. The statue was a gift from the French people 
and is a symbol of liberty and freedom, the things for which these people had 
sold almost all of their possessions and made the long journey from home. 
First and second class passengers did not have to undergo the immigration 
process. It was considered that, if they could afford the higher ticket prices, 
then they would not become a burden on the state. They disembarked at the 
piers in Lower Manhattan, passed through customs and were free to enter the 
USA. Only those with medical conditions were referred to Ellis Island. The 
steerage passengers were transported to Ellis Island by ferry. 

As their ferry berthed at Ellis Island, it 
must have been a very anxious time 
for the would-be immigrants. After the 
great sacrifice they had made and the 
long uncomfortable voyage, would 
they be allowed into the USA to start a 
new life or would they be sent back on 
the next boat? They disembarked, 
carrying their few personal belongings, 
and queued up at the ferry terminal the 
new arrivals were treated with dignity 
and compassion by the staff members. After all they had done nothing wrong. 

Over five hundred people worked at Ellis Island to deal with the continual 
influx of immigrants arriving every day. They included, doctors, nurses, 
immigration officials, interpreters, clerks, guards, cooks and baggage 
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handlers. 

Three to five thousand immigrants arrived every day and between them could 
speak more than thirty languages. It is still said of New York that there are 
more Italians than there are in Rome, more Irish than in Dublin and more 
Jews than in Jerusalem. They left their luggage in the baggage hall at ground 
floor and made their way to the main reception hall on the first floor. Everyone 
was given at least one square meal during their short stay on Ellis Island. 

In the main reception hall they waited their turn to be interviewed and 
medically examined. Usually immigrants were processed within about five 
hours of arriving and so only a small proportion had to stay over-night at the 
reception centre. In the early days the reception hall looked like a “cattle 
market.” However, the pens were eventually removed and the waiting process 
became a little more civilized. 

Everyone had to be examined by a doctor and questioned about their general 
health. Doctors soon became very adept at conducting “six second physicals.” 

They could identify numerous 
medical conditions just by 
glancing at an immigrant and 
observing them walking up stairs. 
Each arriving passenger had an 
“Inspection Card” confirming that 
they had had a health inspection 
before they left their home 
country. This card was “punched” 
by the ship’s surgeon following 
daily health checks during the 
voyage. Anyone who was found 
to be ill was sent to the hospital. 

There were three hospital ward blocks, where the sick were sent for further 
observation, test and treatment which may include operations. Anyone whose 
illness could not be treated and cured was, unfortunately for them, sent back 
to their country of origin. This sometimes split up families. Only about 2% of 
those arriving failed to meet the immigration criteria and were deported. About 
three thousand people actually died in the hospital. 

The immigration officers questioned the applicants to determine that they had 
a place to stay, enough money to get there and that they had every intention 
of getting a job. The applicants also had to be able to read and write in their 
own language and be able to solve simple math problems. They examined the 
passengers passport and identification papers and checked the details 
against the ship’s manifest log. The officers used the ship’s manifest log, 
which had been filled out at the port of embarkation, to cross examine the 
immigrants. The manifest listed all passengers on the ship and their answers 
to twenty nine questions. If they passed all the inspections and tests they 
were admitted into the USA to start a new life. 
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As the United States entered World War I, immigration decreased and Ellis 
Island was used for the detention of suspected aliens and later was taken over 
by the US Navy and Army Medical Department. The main reception hall was 
used as the dining room. During this time immigration inspections were carried 
out on board ship or at the docks. In 1920 Ellis Island reopened as an 
immigration receiving station. After World War I, the United States began to 
emerge as a potential world power. United States embassies were established 
in countries all over the world, and prospective immigrants now applied for 
their visas at American consulates in their countries of origin. The necessary 
paperwork was completed at the consulate and a medical inspection was also 
conducted there. After 1924, the only people who were detained at Ellis Island 
were those who had problems with their paperwork, as well as war refugees 
and displaced persons.  

Ellis Island still remained open for many years and served a multitude of 
purposes during World War II and immediately afterwards. In November 1954 
Ellis Island officially closed and was, unfortunately, allowed to fall into 
dereliction. 

In 1965, President Lyndon Johnson declared Ellis Island part of the Statue of 
Liberty National Monument. It was opened to the public on a limited basis 
between 1976 and 1984. Starting in 1984, Ellis Island underwent a major 
restoration. The $160 million dollar project was funded by donations made to 
The Statue of Liberty - Ellis Island Foundation, Inc. in partnership with the 
National Park Service. The Main 
Building was reopened to the public 
on 10 September 1990 as the Ellis 
Island Immigration Museum. It has 
three storeys. On the ground floor 
there is a display of some of the 
bags, suit cases and trunks that 
would have contained the 
immigrants’ precious possessions. 
Some of the old black and white 
photographs have been enlarged to 
poster size to form a display. On 
this floor there are also two 
theatres, a cafeteria and the obligatory gift shop. 

The main reception hall occupies the first and second storeys in the centre of 
the building. It is completely void of any artefacts, relics or displays. There are 
photographic displays and some of the personal belongings that the 
immigrants brought with them in the rooms at each end of the main hall. We 
went to a very good illustrated talk on the history of Ellis Island given by one of 
the National Park Rangers in one of the theatres. It was very light hearted, 
informative, amusing at times and included audience participation. For 
example the ranger asked how many people in the audience had an ancestor 
who immigrated to the United States through Ellis Island and about half the 
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audience raised their hands including my wife. 

In one of the side rooms there was a mock-up of a dormitory. As I said earlier, 
it was not normally necessary for immigrants to stay the night. However, there 
were occasions when they arrived late in the day, or there was a problem with 
their paperwork or perhaps if a family member had been referred to the 
hospital for further investigation. 

At the moment there is not a lot to see in the museum. However, as more 
funds become available other parts of the complex, such as the dining hall, 
kitchens, hospital and infectious wards will be renovated and opened to the 
general public. 

For further information please visit www.libertyellisfoundation.org 

Or, if you want to search for your ancestors who may have emigrated to the 
USA through Ellis Island, you can do a search at www.ellisisland.org  

 

John Poppleton, 1943 - 2020…………..Rest in Peace John 

Philip Lord Wharton, 1696, Bequest 
 

I volunteer at one of the local libraries and a few weeks ago we were given 
some books for us to sell for our funds. Among the books was a copy of a 
Bible presented under the terms of Lord Wharton’s will. I have seen several of 
these Bibles in the past and this one is in quite good condition. I had an idea 
that the scheme applied to the Free Churches and asked my friend if she had 
one of the Bibles. She sent me some information and said that she had her 
mother’s which saved her from having to learn the Psalms! 
I looked for information and there was an article in the Church Times 
02November 2006, entitled, “Lord Wharton’s Will”, written by Canon Bill 
Greetham who was vicar in Kirkby Stephen from 1982 to 1996 and I quote: 
 
“Philip was the 4th Lord Wharton, of Wharton Hall, Kirkby Stephen, Cumbria, 
where the family had lived from the 16

th
 century, and lived until 1728. He was 

a soldier and a preacher who was active in the Puritan cause; yet although he 
was an anti-royalist in the time of the Civil War, he refused to assent to the 
execution of King Charles 1. In 1692, he left a legacy on his death for the 
distribution of an annual supply of 1050 Bibles to children who had memorised 
seven selected psalms and who lived mainly in the old counties of 
Cumberland, Westmorland and Yorkshire. A few Bibles were also given to 
children who lived in Buckinghamshire and Bedfordshire. Prayer books were 
distributed too.” 
 
There is more information from others following this article. The terms upon 
which the Bibles are distributed have changed over the years but they still 

http://www.libertyellisfoundation.org/
http://www.ellisisland.org/
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require some commitment from the children. 
 
The Bible concerned was given by the Trustees, to Arthur Gavan in the 
parish of Ironville in 1915. The Vicar was Douglas G Smith. I wonder if any of 
Arthur Gavan’s relatives or descendants would be interested in having it. 
Inside there is a handwritten sheet of the Beatitudes as if someone was trying 
to learn them. Also, there is a small, sew-on badge, quite flimsy, of the flag of 
the 2

nd
 Lifeguards inside one of the pages of “Chronicles”. In St Matthew’s 

Gospel there is a printed ribbon, “In loving memory of Arthur Burgin, born 
July 17

th
, 1848, died December 13

th
 1919, aged 71 years, interred at St 

John’s Church, Newbold, December 17
th
. There is a short quotation too. 

It is now almost  one hundred years since Arthur Burgin died, it would be 
fitting if the Bible could  return to his family for the hundredth anniversary of 
his death. 
   
Janet McCulloch, Member 4063 

A Funny Kind of Coffee Shop by Jane Price 

Jane Price is married to the Vicar of St John the Baptist Church Wadworth, St 

Catherine’s Church Loversall and St John the Evangelist Church Balby. (just 

the one Vicar). She will be known to some of our members as the lady who 

spoke to the Society last year about ‘A Funny Thing Happened on the way to 

the Funeral’, a very entertaining talk. 

This time she gave us another entertaining talk about setting up a coffee shop 

in St John’s Church, Balby with the intention of inviting people who had been 

into the doctor’s surgery opposite for a nice sit down and a cup of coffee and 

cake. 

Unfortunately, due to the lack of customers (none) she and her volunteers had 

to set about looking for customers. There is a large bed sit population on 

Balby road, as well as a multi nationality population in Balby and Hexthorpe so 

Jane decided to aim her coffee shop at this section of the community.  

She had to virtually kidnap her first customer off the street but, as word 

spread, the numbers grew until now about one hundred people call in on a 

Tuesday morning for coffee, cake and a chat. A total of ten nationalities use 

the coffee shop, no racism, bad language, drugs or aggression are tolerated. 

The coffee shop relies on volunteers and donations from the community but, 

in her words, she asks God and He always seems to provide. Now that the 

coffee shop is well known, some of the supermarkets also donate food and 
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this is handed out to anyone who needs it. Of course if you don’t have a 

cooker, food preparation is a little limited so cuppa soups are very popular. 

Jane was adamant that her service would not go farther than the drop in, but 

people who have very little always need something to wear and when offered 

donations of clothing, a clothing bank emerged. This spiralled into providing a 

toiletries bank, and now, to help those refugees and homeless about to have 

their own accommodation, donations of household equipment. 

Support is there for anyone who asks for it, some counselling is available and 

some who have been helped now support the coffee shop with donations and 

volunteer time. 

The coffee shop must have come to the attention of the originally intended 

client group because now elderly ladies have begun to pop into the coffee 

shop following surgery appointments. Is this Jane’s reward from above? 

We thank Jane for a very interesting talk. 

Donations are always welcome. 

Lynn Snowden, Member 3909 

 

Pit Banners by Ann Bradley 

Our speaker at November’s meeting was Ann Bradley, the Curator of Social 

and Oral History at the National Coal Board Museum, Wakefield which used 

to be known as Caphouse Colliery. In a 5 mile radius below Caphouse there 

are over 1,000 shafts. Anyone who has visited the National Coal Board 

Museum will remember the pit ponies; Ellington Pit in the North East was the 

last pit to use pit ponies due to the nature of the shafts. The last one was 

called Carl and he was retired in 1994. None of the ponies at Wakefield have 

worked underground.  

As well as Caphouse Museum there is Big Pit in the Rhonda Valley and Lady 

Victoria on the outskirts of Edinburgh.  

Pit banners are part of the history of mining and show through the art work the 

technology of Coal Mining and Social or Free Time. They displayed Pride and 

Solidarity e.g. after a strike and each pit had its own banner part funded by 

the Colliery, Miners and Union. The art work was the inspiration for some of 

Henry Moore’s work. 
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Ann showed historical pictures of pit banners on display at marches during 

strikes and Annual Galas. One of the largest Galas takes part at Warton Park, 

Durham and is known as the Big Meet, at its peak 300,000 people attended 

and marched. 

Banners began to be made when Trade Unions became legal in 1824, and 

the dock labourers’ strike in London in 1888 became the foundation of Union 

Solidarity.  

In the 1830s Banners became commercial and they cost thirty two guineas. 

George Tutill was a well-known Banner Manufacturer making ¾ of all banners 

during the mid-19
th
 Century. His factory was designed with a glass ceiling to 

ensure good light for the art work. The thirty two guineas included one year’s 

free insurance, banner poles and guy ropes. A lot of the scenes were religious 

and stock images were cheaper than individual designs. The banners made 

from silk were painted with rubberised paint which made them flexible. Nearly 

two hundred years on from the founding of the Tutill factory, banners, which 

were originally only expected to last twenty years are still in existence.  

Banners are bright and colourful and some of the topics depicted are:- 

Shaking Hands denotes Friendship, a Bunch of Sticks means Stronger 

Together 

People at a Bedside shows Support and Blue = Loyalty; Red = Courage and 

Loyalty,  

Pink = Women and White = Purity 

Banners draped in black showed a mark of respect after a pit accident or 

death of a miner. 

At the National Coal Board Museum banners are hung on display from June 

to September in a controlled lighting environment, stored banners are rolled in 

acid free paper on a tube in a temperature controlled environment; any small 

tears are repaired. They are monitored against moths and carpet beetles. 

Today some of the larger banners are insured for fourteen thousand pounds. 

Our thanks go to Ann for an interesting and informative talk. 

Sheila Cave, Member 4018 
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D&DFHS Annual General Meeting (AGM) 

Wednesday 29th April 2020 

 
The 2020 Annual General Meeting of Doncaster & District Family History 
Society will take place in the main hall of Doncaster College for the Deaf, 
Leger Way, Doncaster on Wednesday 29th April 2020 at 7.30 pm. 

The main business of the meeting will be to receive the Annual Reports, to 
approve the 2019 Accounts and to elect the Honorary Officers for 2020. 

In accordance with the Society’s Constitution, nominations for the posts on 
the Committee should be sent to the Secretary a minimum of 14 days 
prior to the AGM.  

Members wishing to raise questions at the AGM should submit them to the 
Secretary, in writing, not less than 28 days before the meeting, so that they 
can be placed on the agenda. See front cover or email: 

honsecretary@doncasterfhs.co.uk 

Gift Aid Reminder 

As we are now getting round to subscription renewal time, can I ask that if you 

have previously allowed us to claim Gift Aid on your subscriptions and you are 

no longer a UK tax payer, you inform our membership secretary. Similarly, if 

you are unsure whether you have allowed us to claim on your behalf, please 

contact Philip to find out.  

ddfhsmemberships@doncasterfhs.co.uk 

Thanking you for your cooperation. 

Sheila Cave, Treasurer 

Obituary 

We have been informed of the death of the following members: 

Dennis Marshall who was member 908 

Ken Johnson who died aged 95. Ken was a World War 2 hero and I  will 

feature a small article in the summer Ancestor. 

Our condolences go to their family and friends. 
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New Members 

Listed below are the names, and membership numbers of members who have 
recently joined the Society. We extend a warm welcome to them and wish 
them good luck in their personal research. 

Name Code Place Dates Member 

Movley Any Anywhere All 4388 

Moverley Any Anywhere All 4388 
Davison WRY Hatfield 1830-1960 4424 

Hallgarth WRY Thorne 1877-1911 4424 

Playford WRY Hatfield 1802-1870 4424 

Members’ Interests 

Detailed are new or revised “Members’ Interests”. At the end of each line is 

the membership number of the person researching that name. The names 

and contact details for each member are available from: 

Members’ Interest Enquiries (see inside back page). 
 

Please note that Chapman codes have been used for counties. Full details of 

the Chapman Codes can be found on our website, If you do not have access 

to the internet, please contact a committee member to obtain a written copy. 

Mem ID Title Initial LastName 

4420 Mr W Brinkley 

4423 Mrs M Loughran 

4424 Mr & Mrs J & S Cottam 

4425 Mr S Thomas 

4426   S Bower 

4427 Ms S J T Taylor 

4428 Mr & Mrs P Brough 

4429 Mrs A Harris 

4430 Mrs C Spyve 
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A Light-hearted Look at the Tree 

This is one tree that needs our help to grow. It requires lots of patient 

nurturing over many years as it is very slow to grow; neglect it and not another 

twig will appear. However, once the trunk and lower branches have appeared, 

there is usually not much fear of it being neglected, the family tree is 

compulsive, growing for all owners. 

The first branches are usually easy to compile from family memories, even if 

those memories are not what they used to be and of course the labour is cut 

down if you only want a trunk consisting of a male line. If however, you want a 

tree in full bloom, as I did, with births, marriages and deaths of anyone even 

remotely connected with the tree, then you have before you many, many 

years of patient searching through a wealth of archive material. 

The archive material will take you through various forms of nutrient for your 

tree, including parish registers, census returns, wills, court tolls and memorial 

records. Many happy, but often frustrating hours will be spent on the formation 

of your tree, but sooner or later we all come to a standstill. What next? 

The obvious of course; join your local family history society which can provide 

the fertiliser needed for new growth. From the discussion groups and lectures 

you will glean bits of information on how to approach your next branch. (From 

the size of the Doncaster Society) it would appear that a lot of us got stuck at 

the same time!) 

Finally let me say that this tree is one that need never die and indeed it would 

be a great pity for it to be allowed to do so. Every minute piece of information 

should be carefully preserved for the future. After all, Britain's countryside is 

filled with trees, many are hundreds of years old, why shouldn’t yours be 

amongst them? 

Joan Grundy, Member No 4 

 

Please note the above article appeared in the very first  edition of the 

Doncaster Ancestor 40 years ago. 
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Dates For Your Diary 

 
Remember to check with the organisers before you travel 

April 2020 

Family Tree Live 

Alexander Palace 

London 

17-18th April 

 

May 2020 

Sheffield Family History Fair 

2nd May 10 - 4 

Crown Plaza Royal Victoria 

Sheffield 

Chesterfield Family & Local History plus Heritage Fair 
 

23 May 10.00- 4.00 
 

Proact Football Stadium 

Chesterfield, S41 8NZ  

 

June 2020 

The Family History Show, York 

20 June 10.00 - 16.30 

The Knavesmire Exhibition Centre,  

York, YO23 1EX  
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D&DFHS Subscription Rates 01 Apr 2020 - 31 Mar 2021 

 

New Members who join January - March can receive 
 up to 3 months membership free 

D&DFHS Research Service 
 

 Please note that this service is under review at 
present and details will be on our website and via 

Facebook when available 
www.doncasterfhs.co.uk 

Transcription Service 
That will you have ordered or downloaded 

Can you read it? We can! 
 

The Old Documents Reading Group 
are offering a Transcription Service of 
wills, inventories, deeds, indentures 
and other old documents, including 
ones that you have part-transcribed 
but just cannot make out that last bit. 
 

Competitive charges. Send a photocopy of your documents (NOT the original) 
for an estimate of the cost to: 
 

Philip Langford, 45 The Avenue, Bessacarr, Doncaster, DN4 5JZ 
Tel: 01302 539194 or email readolddocs@aol.com 

Please make all cheques/postal orders 
etc. payable to: 
 Doncaster & District Family 
 History Society 
 Send to Membership Secretary 
 - see back page 
 or www.genfair.com 

Individuals £10.00 
Family in same house £12.00 
Institutions UK £12.00 
Overseas 
Electronic journal £12.00 
Paper journal £15.00 
Journal by airmail £20.00 
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