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POSTPONEMENT OF THE 2020 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
Noel Evans, Chairman;  Lynn Manning, Secretary  

THE  FRONT  COVER  ILLUSTRATION 

Old School House at Lidlington  
The old School House at Lidlington has an interesting history. The first known 
fact is that long ago it was an inn, as witness the iron ring at the top of the well-
worn cellar steps where the beer barrels were hauled up and down. Later it 
became a school house for boarders, chiefly the sons of farmers and well-to-do 
middle-class people. The actual school building, now pulled down, stood on 
what is now the vegetable plot behind the house. There were two successive 
masters named Batchelor who owned the school in the latter half of the 
eighteenth century. During this time one of the two large front rooms was still 
being used as a public house until the coming of a Mr Wright from London, 
who bought the property and greatly raised the prestige of the school. He had 
as many as a hundred boarders, about half of whom were London boys. He 
built a row of houses (just visible on the right of the drawing) to serve as 
dormitories for the boys, with servants’ offices on the ground floor. There were 
two generations of Wrights, schoolmasters, followed by a Mr Miller, who gave 
up the school when it became the property of the Turnpike, Ridgmont, where 
his great-grandson still lives. Since 1866 the old house has been the dwelling 
of a succession of six head teachers of the village school.  
 

This illustration and text are taken from ‘Our Heritage: A Bedfordshire Sketch Book’ 

drawings by G Alan Fortescue FRIBA, notes by ‘Touchstone’, published 1943.  

The outbreak of coronavirus Covid-19 has caused the cancellation of many 
events and more restrictions on our lives can be expected in the next few 
months.  Our meeting venue, Mark Rutherford School, has cancelled all 
lettings and it seems unlikely that they will be re-instated in time for our AGM 
to take place on 5 June, the announced date.  The government has strongly 
advised ‘Social Distancing’ for the next 12 weeks, i.e. up to 15 June, and it is 
possible that this period will be varied. 
 

In view of the above the Committee of the Bedfordshire Family History 
Society has decided to postpone the Annual General Meeting until a date 
to be determined when the above restrictions have been lifted.   
 

We will post the reports, which will eventually be presented to the AGM, on 
the Society’s web site, www.bfhs.org.uk.  We expect to do this before 5 June.  
The minutes of the 2019 AGM were printed in the September 2019 Journal.  
When we decide on a new date we will give notice of it on the Society’s 
website, www.bfhs.org.uk, giving at least two weeks’ notice.  We will also put 
the minutes of the 2019 AGM on the same website. 
 

Notice of any motion and proposals for Committee members given by the due 
dates published in the March Journal will still be valid for the re-arranged date.  
23 March 2020                    

http://www.bfhs.org.uk
http://www.bfhs.org.uk
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5 JUN 

 
(Cancelled) 

 

3 JUL (Cancelled)  

4 SEP FROM JOHN BUNYAN TO 
MALCOLM STEWART: CHANGES 
IN THE BEDFORDSHIRE 
LANDSCAPE FROM 1650 TO 2000 

BRIAN KERR 

9 OCT TRACING A 16TH AND 17TH 
CENTURY FAMILY TREE 

CELIA HERITAGE 

6 NOV THE MET OFFICE AND 
FORECASTING D-DAY AT 
DUNSTABLE  

 JEAN YATES  

4 DEC THOMAS ARMSTRONG: THE 
SMUGGLER  KING OF 
CULLERCOATS  

DR NICK BARRATT 

   

PROGRAMME 

MEETING  VENUE 

MARK RUTHERFORD SCHOOL, 
WENTWORTH DRIVE, BEDFORD MK41 8PX (by Mowsbury Park) 

Doors open at 19:00, talk commences at 19:30 
Bookstall and library also available 

FUTURE  MEETING  DATES  2021 

2021:  8 JAN, 12 FEB, 5 MAR 

(Note: underlined dates do not follow the “first Friday of the month” pattern) 
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CHAIRMAN’S MESSAGE 
Noel Evans, Chairman 

This is to update you on how the Ovid 19 coronavirus regulations are affecting 
BFHS.  I am writing this in mid-April for inclusion in the June BFHS Journal 
but by the time the Journal is issued the situation could have changed. This will 
also be posted on the BFHS web site, www.bfhs.org.uk so those of you who 
regularly look at the web site will have seen it before. I am writing this for the 
Journal so that members who do not have access to the internet are not 
excluded.  To these, I would encourage you to ask a friend or relative to look at 
our web site or our Facebook page for you. For any who cannot even do this, 
read on. ----  
 
During March we were told by Mark Rutherford School that they were 
cancelling all lettings so, at rather short notice, the meeting booked for 27 
March did not take place.  
 
The BFHS Committee decided to postpone the Annual General Meeting, 
scheduled for 5 June, so that we could give good notice of this decision, rather 
than wait to see if the regulations are relaxed by then. 
 
The Committee also voted to allow the existing Committee members to 
continue, beyond the one year for which they were appointed in June 2019, 
until the 2020 AGM can be held. (The Chairman, Secretary and Treasurer are 
not affected as their appointment is until June 2021.) 
 
The Committee cannot physically meet.  We conducted the business of our 
March ‘meeting’ by email.  We hope to conduct future meetings by video 
conference until the regulations are relaxed sufficiently. 
 
We remain committed to keeping as many as possible of the Society’s 
activities running. Below is a summary of the situation at present, i.e. 15 April.  
 

 Members’ meetings cannot take place for the time being. 
 

 Planned outings have been cancelled or plans held in abeyance. 
 

 We have plans to attend Family History Fairs organised by 
Buckinghamshire FHS, Suffolk FHS, and Oxfordshire FHS.  If these fairs 
are able to take place we expect to be there. 

 

 Work to photograph and index Funeral Directors’ Records is continuing. 
 

 Work to photograph “Mary Phillips’s notes” will continue up to the point 
where more notes are needed from our store room at the School. 

 

 We will produce the June Journal.  We don’t know yet whether it will be 
possible to print it and post copies by June but if not we will do so as soon 

http://www.bfhs.org.uk
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as possible.  We expect to produce the emailed, ‘.pdf’, version by June 
and send that out to members who have their Journal that way. 

 

 Sales of Parish CDs etc. continue except that we have had to suspend 
posting to overseas customers. This is because, being over 70, I am 
“strongly advised” not to go out, in this case to a Post Office. 

 

 For the reason above we have had to suspend sales of books. 
 

 Our research work for members and other customers continues. Write to 
Noel Evans, 14 Beaulieu Way, Bedford. MK41 8NP. 

 

 We cannot collect mail from our PO Box because Royal Mail have closed 
the collection point.  Please post any mail to Noel Evans, 14 Beaulieu 
Way, Bedford. MK41 8NP. 

 
I also encourage all members who have an email address to make sure that they 
have provided it to the Membership Secretary and that they have made sure 
that it is up to date.  See the article by Peter Sharp elsewhere in this Journal. 
 
But there is some good news.  BFHS Member Mr Jan Darts will be taking over 
as Journal Co-ordinator as from the September Journal.  Jan has worked on 
similar publications in the past and we look forward to working with him.  
Please support him by writing articles! 
 
I hope that I will have more good news for you in September.             
 

BEDFORDSHIRE 
 

Buckinghamshire, Northamptonshire, Huntingdonshire 
 

Family and Local History Research (including Probate Transcriptions) 
undertaken by 

 
COLIN DAVISON 

66 Sudeley Walk, BEDFORD 
Bedfordshire MK41 8JH 

England 
Tel:  (01234) 364956 

Email:  colinndavison@gmail.com 
 

Member of the  
Association of Genealogists & Researchers in Archives 

 
Professional Service Offered.  All Enquiries Welcome 
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If you receive your journal in PDF format by email, then of course we have 
your current email address. However for members who receive a printed 
journal we may not have a current email listed for you. 
 

As soon as we knew that the members’ meeting on 27 March 2020 was 
cancelled, we sent an email advising our members of the fact. If you did not get 
our email dated 14 March about the cancellation, it probably means we do not 
have a current email address listed for you. 
 

To enable us to communicate with you by email when necessary, such as 
meeting cancellation or a query about membership subscription, please check if 
your membership number is shown below.  If it is, and you have an email 
address, please send your name, post code, membership number and current 
email address to treasurer@bfhs.org.uk. 
 

For the membership numbers shown below, we have an email address listed 
but our email to you got bounced back as undeliverable, so please let us know 
your correct email address. 
 

 
 

We appreciate that some members do not have an email address. In those cases 
please be advised that we will put any urgent information on our web site 
www.bfhs.org.uk and our Facebook page. 
 

We have many members where we do not have an email address listed. If you 
have one and are willing to share it with us and your membership number is 
shown below, please let us know your email address as mentioned above. 
 

 

We will only use your email for BFHS business. 
 

Many thanks for helping us to keep you informed of any sudden changes etc. 
when necessary.                       

0255 0805 2731 3199 3534 3838 4051 4193 

0609 1087 2779 3446 3655 3873 4080  

0641 1860 3063 3447 3699 3993 4095  

0029 0686 1078 1597 2043 2431 3302 3791 4290 

0030 0829 1126 1624 2160 2467 3529 3793 4311 

0301 0932 1160 1660 2250 2472 3556 4123 4374 

0363 0969 1289 1743 2253 2556 3582 4154  

0549 0992 1418 1856 2258 2654 3603 4168  

0625 1026 1444 1867 2295 2945 3639 4191  

0653 1066 1469 1881 2362 3041 3722 4233  

0679 1070 1570 1946 2424 3046 3788 4237  

DO WE HAVE YOUR CURRENT EMAIL ADDRESS?  
Peter Sharp  

mailto:treasurer@bfhs.org.uk
http://www.bfhs.org.uk
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LIBRARY NEWS  
John Partridge, Librarian  

School Closure due to the Coronavirus 
 
During these unusual times when we cannot have our members’ meetings note 
that anyone with books and/or journals which were borrowed before the 
closure can keep them safe and bring them back when our meetings resume 
later in the year, hopefully. 
 
Beds FHS Facebook page 
 
In March's journal I reported that we had 816 'likes' as at 23 January 2020. 
Time goes by and we have now attracted more people and now have 
840 ‘likes’ and 937 followers as at 16 April 2020. If you have a quick query or 
anything of interest regarding your Bedfordshire ancestors then why not 
message us or drop us a visitors post and we will hope to respond with an 
answer.                      

INTERESTING  PHOTOGRAPHS 
 

Do you have any photographs of interest to Family Historians that 
you would be willing to share with our members and the general 
public? 
 

We are always looking to enhance our web site (and Journal), so if 
you do have a relevant photograph(s) and you are willing to have it/
them listed on the BFHS web page on our ‘Local Interest/
Photographs’ page, please forward them to treasurer@bfhs.org.uk 
together with a short descriptive text about the photo. 

              Peter Sharp, Treasurer 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bedfordshire Family History Society now has a presence on Facebook 
for news and discussions visit 

www.facebook.com/BedfordshireFamilyHistorySociety 
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My article in the December 2019 Journal recalled childhood memories of visits 
to the Nag’s Head in Haynes and a request for any information on its location 
within the village. The article prompted Alan and Geoff Browne to contact me 
through BFHS and reminisce about visits to the pub immediately after WWII. 
Herbert EVANS was their uncle, whereas although I called him uncle, he was 
not a direct uncle to me. My relationship came from my father spending time 
living and working with them as a teenager because his own family had too 
many mouths to feed. 
 
Some research by Alan prompted a look at previous residents of the Nag’s 
Head from the HOUSDEN family, who passed the licence to Herbert Evans, to 
the DUNHAM family, who were bakers. An extract from the 1891 Census 
shows the Dunham and Housden families at the Nag’s Head, North End, 
Haynes. 
 

 
 
Most importantly, the Nag’s Head appears to be in proximity to the Post 
Office. Census records for other years have a similar relationship between the 
two households. I think it is reasonable to imagine the Census Enumerator 
walking along North End going from household to household collecting the 
details, particularly in 1891 when it was the Enumerator that completed the 
details. 

LOCATING THE NAG’S HEAD IN HAYNES 
Jan Darts, Charlcutt, Wiltshire 

BEDFORDSHIRE FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY JOURNALS ON CD 

Back copies of Journal Volumes 1 – 19 including indexes, 
in .pdf format. 

The cd contains Volumes 1 – 19 of the journal and a link to the online 
Surname Index available on our website. Each journal volume covers a 
period of two years and contains an individual index to surnames and 

subjects. 

Only £10 including UK postage and is available from: 

Noel Evans, 14 Beaulieu Way, BEDFORD, MK41 8NP 
Enquiries to bookstall@bfhs.org.uk 
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Current maps give no clue to the location of the Post Office. However the 1925 
to 1927 Rating Valuation Maps for Haynes (available online from the 
Bedfordshire Archives and Records Services) clearly show the Post Office, 
annotated ‘PO’. Other archive maps (that are less distinct) annotate the 
building ‘Post Office’. The relevant extract from the map can be seen below 
with the Post Office and likely position of the Nag’s Head indicated. 
 

 
 
Our somewhat hazy recollections remember the pub and living quarters as one 
building with sheds to the rear left-hand side coming close to the main 
building. On the right-hand side was a workshop and further sheds, along with 
the infamous outside privy (the only toilet facilities). The surrounding land had 
fruit trees and from time to time chickens, a cow and a pig that Geoff 
remembers was allowed in the pub to drink the beer slops. All these match the 
indicated layout on the map. Perhaps another clue is that there is an indent in 
the border with the road indicating hard standing in front of the pub. As 
mentioned in the first article, any sign of the original pub has disappeared but 
further clues may be locked away in Land Registry records.    
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(Pamela was due to give a talk on this subject at this year’s AGM, which has 
unfortunately had to be cancelled for the time being, and she has kindly agreed 
to write an article for the Journal.) 
 
Bedfordshire Archives’ online catalogue is not liked by everyone. I have 
worked with the catalogue for 20 years and I acknowledge that it is far from 
perfect, however, it provides by far the best way to find out what the archive 
service has. A little background and a few tips may help family historians to 
get the best out of it and learn to like it a little more. 
 
It is worth remembering what an archive catalogue is designed to be. We 
produce a catalogue to give enough detail about the record so that researchers 
can determine whether it may be useful to their research. It is not designed to 
tell you everything about the contents of a document and it is not intended to be 
a replacement for it.  
 
Bedfordshire Archives is a collecting repository, which means that we take in 
collections from many different organisations and individuals. Each collection 
is catalogued separately under its own reference to reflect its provenance and 
ownership. The online catalogue brings together the different collection 
catalogues in one place. Each entry in the catalogue is tagged with name and 
subject terms to point researchers to material about those subjects scattered 
throughout the various collections. 
 
It has been 20 years since Bedfordshire Archives invested in cataloguing 
software that would enable it to publish its catalogues online for the world to 
see. The catalogues created in the 87 years before that were only available at 
the office or through the National Register of Archives with an archivist on 
hand to explain them. Those catalogues were created by numerous archivists in 
slightly different ways. The differences are partly due to the way archivists had 
been taught and, it has to be admitted, partly to do with the individual interest 
of the archivist and the times in which they were working.  Another factor is 
resources − cataloguing takes time and there has always been more that needs 
cataloguing than resources available to do the work. This resulted in some 
shortcuts being taken. Describing a bundle or a box rather than individual 
items, using the layout of the printed page to convey meaning and abbreviating 
words in the typed catalogue were all common ways to make more archives 
available in less time. We obviously could not re-catalogue everything that had 
been catalogued before and so the old catalogues had to be added to the 
software with only some adaptations to compensate for their shortcomings. The 
project began in 2000; it has taken longer than we ever thought it would and 
continues to this day.  

LEARNING TO LIKE 
BEDFORDSHIRE ARCHIVES’ ONLINE CATALOGUE 
Pamela Birch, County Archivist, Bedfordshire Archives  
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What does all this mean for the family historian trying to find a name 
associated with a time and place? 
 
The good news is that putting our catalogues online means it is easier than ever 
before to find people mentioned in the records. All the personal names included 
in the catalogue description are indexed under person. All you have to do is use 
the index as you would the names index to a book – surname, first name to 
search to find the catalogue entries that refer to a particular name. If it is a 
common name and you want to narrow your search to a particular place or time 
period use the expert search to combine the name search with a subject and 
time period search.  
 
It is simple in theory but there are a few things to keep in mind.  
 
Spelling of names is not standardised. Sometimes the same name can be spelt 
differently even within the same document. Unlike some systems our catalogue 
does not have a ‘sounds like’ search. The software only knows what we tell it 
and each variation of a name has to be entered manually as an equivalent if 
searching for one variation is required to return results for an alternative 
spelling. When searching try alternative spellings in case we have not made 
those links. 
 
In many documents, and therefore in many catalogues, only the initials of the 
first names are given. These have still been indexed but, unfortunately, we 
were too slow to impose a standard on how this was done therefore, at the 
moment, some names are indexed with full stops between the initials while 
others have no full stops. We are working to solve this problem as we come 
across it but it will take us a long time to finish this task. One thing we 
recommend is that for any surname you are interested in you look at the list of 
all names we have indexed that begin with that surname. This can be done on 
the advanced search by putting the surname in the search field for person and 
then clicking on the binoculars to the right. A list will appear that shows all the 
variations of first names and initials we have indexed. To search for any name 
in the list click on it to enter it in the search box and then search.  
 
For the first time thousands of names can be searched for across our catalogues 
but there are thousands more names in the records that do not appear in the 
catalogue entry and these have not been indexed. A register for a school, 
hospital or poor law institution may contain hundreds of names but the 
catalogue entry is likely to only say how the entries are arranged e.g. 
alphabetically by first name, date of admission, and not what the names are. To 
find out whether a particular name is in the record you will still need to look at 
the document itself. Some work has been done to improve this for particular 
series such as the 19th century Bedfordshire Reformatory admission and 
discharge registers, but for records such as overseers accounts the only way to 
find whether a name is in them is to read the volume.  
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Deeds are documents that are generally catalogued most fully and also include 
many names. These legal documents may be in Latin, they can be in a difficult 
format and they contain a lot of jargon and repetition. To help researchers use 
them we have always tried to summarise them in the catalogue entry so that the 
people involved and the transaction being recorded are clear. On the printed 
catalogue page we often depended on the layout of the text to convey meaning; 
this does not always translate well to the online catalogue. If as the result of a 
name search you come across the catalogue entry for a deed in isolation it may 
at first seem difficult to understand what is going on. The first thing is to 
decide why the person you searched for is mentioned at all. Were they a party 
to the deed? i.e. involved in the transaction as someone gaining or giving up or 
agreeing to something – these are usually mentioned at the beginning of the 
description and assigned a number that acts as a shorthand for referring to them 
later on when explaining what the transaction is. Are they mentioned as an 
occupier of the property that is changing hands or as an owner of a 
neighbouring property? Are they a witness to the deed? –  in which case their 
names will appear at the end of the description. Other people may be named as 
part of the background to the transaction or as former occupiers. If the person 
you are interested in is a party to the deed then you will want to understand 
what is going on, fortunately there are plenty of good resources available in 
print and online that explain the different forms of deed.  
 
It is important to consider a single catalogue entry within the context of the 
catalogue to the whole collection. In most collections there is a connection 
between records but although a person may be mentioned in the catalogue 
entry and be indexed for one record they may appear in other records within 
the collection without being indexed. For example, a man named in a deed as 
an occupier of land conveyed as part of an estate may also appear in farm 
rentals within the wider estate collection but the catalogue entry for the rental 
will not name all the tenants and therefore he will not be indexed as appearing 
in it. When looking through the results returned by your search use the 
hierarchy at the bottom of the details screen to understand something of the 
collection to which a particular item belongs. Make a note of the reference of 
any that need further investigation to see what else may be in that collection 
that may be relevant to you. You can use the hierarchy browser to reveal the 
structure of the catalogue but this can be a little slow and may cause you to lose 
the thread of your original search. It is sometimes better to consider the search 
results briefly to start with and then go back to investigate particular collections 
more thoroughly later. 
 
Some of our catalogues are still not online. This largely depends on the format 
of the original catalogue or finding aid. Some of our most used collections do 
not have a catalogue but only an index. For example, the Bedford Borough 
planning applications, BorBP, for 1860-1922 only have a paper index and those 
from 1922-1948 rely on the original finding aid of annotated plan books. These 
will eventually be added to the online catalogue but for now they bring me to 
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MEMBERS 

DON’T  MISS  OUT! 

 

The Friday night meetings of the 
BFHS offer members instructive, 
interesting and often amusing talks 
on subjects that fascinate all 
interested in history and genealogy 
in general, and are usually 
particularly relevant to those with a 
Bedfordshire heritage. 

If you are not currently attending 
them you are missing out – not just 
on the talks and lectures, but on 
accessing a wide range of resources 
and a pool of knowledge. 

 
Why not come along? 

one last tip for name searches of the online catalogue. If you are interested in a 
person as a person then you should use the person/institution search, if you are 
interested in a person acting in a business or professional capacity then try 
searching for them as a subject. For example, a planning application contains a 
drawing by the architect acting as a business, the title of the drawing says who 
the property is being designed for – a private individual. We index the architect 
as a subject and the person commissioning the work as a person. To be on the 
safe side try a search in both person and subject fields. 
 
Like many pieces of software and online databases our online catalogue can be 
frustrating to use. Technology moves on and people’s expectations change 
quicker than the archives service will ever be able to adapt but the online 
catalogue still provides more opportunities to discover what we have in our 
collections than was ever possible before. There are more guides to using the 
catalogue on our website and on the catalogue itself (click on the question 
marks to reveal the help notes). We add to the online catalogue every working 
day and we are constantly trying to improve the standard of the catalogues and 
the indexes so it is worth revisiting regularly and as you find things you never 
could have found before I am sure you will learn to like the online catalogue a 
little bit more.            
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Ampthill † * £15 2 
Arlesey £20 2 
Aspley Guise † £15 3 
Astwick † £10 2 
Barton £15 3 
Battlesden £10 2 
Bedford St Cuthbert †* £15 2 
Bedford St John * £15 2 
Bedford St Mary † * £15 2 
Bedford St Paul † * £25 2 
Bedford St Peter * £10 2 
Biddenham † £10 2 
Biggleswade † * £15 2 
Billington † £10 2 
Bletsoe £10 2 
Blunham † * £15 2 
Bolnhurst £10 2 
Bromham † £10 2 
Caddington † £15 1 
Campton & Shefford † * £20 2 
Cardington † * £15 2 
Carlton † * £10 2 
Chalgrave £15 1 
Chellington  £15 2 
Clapham † £10 2 

Clifton £20 2 
Clophill † £15 2 
Cockayne Hatley £10 2 
Colmworth † £10 1 
Cople † £10 1 
Cranfield † * £15 2 
Dean † * £15 1 
Dunstable † * £15 2 
Dunton † £15 2 
Eaton Bray £20 2 
Eaton Socon † * £25 2 
Edworth † £10 1 
Elstow † £15 2 
Eversholt † £15 1 
Everton £10 2 
Eyeworth £10 2 
Farndish † £10 1 
Felmersham † * £10 2 
Flitton * £15 2 
Flitwick £10 1 
Goldington £10 2 
Great Barford † £15 2 
Harlington † £10 2 
Harrold * £10 2 
Haynes † £20 1 

BEDFORDSHIRE PARISH RECORDS ON CD 
 

See also details of the Surnames Index CD to all parishes 
 

CDs for all 128 ancient Bedfordshire parishes are now available from:  
Noel Evans, 14 Beaulieu Way, BEDFORD, MK41 8NP 

 

or bookstall@bfhs.org.uk – details of CD contents:  www.bfhs.org.uk 
 

Each CD contains, for one parish: 
All Parish Register transcripts up to 1812 (images) 

Searchable Indexes to the Parish Registers for:  
Baptisms at least 1813-1851 (some parishes all up to 1851);  

all Marriages up to 1837; and all Burials to 1851 
The relevant 1851 Census Index for Bedfordshire (images) 

 

CDs marked † also contain Monumental Inscriptions (MIs)  
from a graveyard in the parish (church, chapel or cemetery). 

Those marked * contain records from the registers or graveyards of 
Non-Conformist chapels in the parish;  

photographs and other records are included as available. 
‡ Holwell: MIs and Burials only, not Registers (now in Herts) 

Parish                         Price  Issue (Recent updates marked in bold) 
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Henlow † £10 1 
Higham Gobion £10 2 
Hockliffe † * £10 2 
Holwell † ‡   £5 1 
Houghton Conquest † * £15 1 
Houghton Regis * £15 2 
Hulcote † £10 2 
Husborne Crawley † £20 2 
Kempston £15 3 
Kensworth † £15 2 
Keysoe † * £15 2 
Knotting £10 2 
Langford £15 2 
Leighton Buzzard † * £20 3 
Lidlington † £10 2 
Little Barford † £10 1 
Little Staughton † * £10 2 
Lower Gravenhurst £10 2 
Luton † * £30 2 
Marston Moretaine † £15 2 
Maulden † * £15 1 
Melchbourne † £10 1 
Meppershall † £10 1 
Millbrook £15 2 
Milton Bryan † £10 2 
Milton Ernest † £10 2 
Northill † £15 2 
Oakley † £10 2 
Odell † £10 2 
Old Warden † £15 2 
Pavenham £10 2 
Pertenhall £15 1 
Podington £15 1 
Potsgrove † £10 2 
Potton † * £20 2 
Pulloxhill £10 2 
Ravensden † £10 2 
Renhold £10 2 
Ridgmont † * £15 2 

Riseley £10 2 
Roxton † * £10 2 
Salford † £10 2 
Sandy † * £15 1 
Sharnbrook £10 2 
Shelton † £10 1 
Shillington † £15 2 
Souldrop † £10 2 
Southill † * £20 2 
Stagsden † £15 1 
Stanbridge * £10 2 
Steppingley † £10 2 
Stevington † * £10 2 
Stotfold † * £10 2 
Streatley † £10 2 
Studham £15 1 
Sundon † £10 1 
Sutton £15 2 
Swineshead † £10 2 
Tempsford † £10 2 
Thurleigh £10 1 
Tilbrook  £10 2 
Tilsworth † * £10 1 
Tingrith † £10 2 
Toddington † * £15 2 
Totternhoe * £15 1 
Turvey † * £20 1 
Upper Gravenhurst £10 1 
Upper Stondon £10 1 
Westoning † £10 2 
Whipsnade † £10 1 
Wilden † £15 1 
Willington † £10 1 
Wilstead † £20 2 
Woburn † * £20 1 
Wootton £15 2 
Wrestlingworth † £15 2 
Wymington £10 1 
Yelden † £10 1 

Prices include UK or overseas post and packing.  The cost of a full set of Parish 
CDs is £1,250. 
 

Some baptism indexes only cover the period 1813-1851, but as more stocks are 
needed, they will be updated to include the full period from the start of 
registers.  This also applies to the issue of new MI listings.  Any revised CDs 
will be indicated by the issue number.  Complete details of the content of each 
CD may be found on the Society website:  www.bfhs.org.uk   

Parish                         Price  Issue (Recent updates marked in bold) 
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Another story told me by my father who was in the Home Guard at Portskewett, 
Monmouthshire. 
 
Machine Gun Practice 
 
The platoon were at Caldicot## firing range practising with a tripod-mounted 
machine gun.  This was the type with a pair of hand grips which incorporate 
the trigger – Vickers, I think. 
 
It had been raining heavily and the ground was getting soft.  Although the 
ground was firm enough to support the gun while it was still, when it was firing 
the vibration passed down the legs of the tripod and started to soften the wet 
ground underneath.  The gun started to tilt forward.  The gunner pulled on the 
hand grips to level the gun but as this was the trigger the gun kept firing, the 
vibration continued, the ground became even softer and the gun tilted further.  
Bullets were going into the ground just in front of the gun and continued to do 
so until the ammunition belt was finished.  My father said that this made a hole 
in the ground, “big enough to put that kettle in”.  (He was sitting in the kitchen 
while telling this story.) 
 
I remember Father talking about the Lewis Gun.  Even years after the war he 
could recite the instructions for assembling it.  I suspect that it took longer to 
say it than to do it.  The platoon also had Sten Guns.  These had been mass 
produced, not to the highest of standards.  They had a control to switch 
between ‘single shot’ and ‘continuous fire’: this was notoriously unreliable.  
Father found one that worked properly: he scratched his initials on it. (Well, he 
was the sergeant.)  
 
Remember, these stories are from Monmouthshire. 
## This is Caldicot, Monmouthshire, not Caldecote, Bedfordshire. The ‘Danger 
Area’ of the firing range is still shown on OS maps. 
 
Members of BFHS – can’t someone write stories about the Home Guard in 
Bedfordshire?                   

MY DAD’S ARMY 
Noel Evans 
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Your committee is continually looking for ways to improve what is offered to 
members and following the useful responses from the recent Members’ 
Questionnaire, we thought how could we keep the ideas coming. 

So, to encourage more feedback from members at meetings we now have a 
suggestion box.  For members who are not able to use the suggestion box we 
invite you to email us at bfhs@bfhs.org.uk. 

Your committee appreciates any help / ideas / suggestions that you may have 
regarding any aspect of the BFHS organisation.       

BFHS Committee 

SUGGESTION  BOX 
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The Mannor of Hawnes 
 A Rentall for the said Mannor made att the Court holden for the same 

Mannor the fourteenth day of October one thousand seven hundred and 
six in the fifth yeare of the raigne of Queen Anne.  Before Charles 
Dymoke, gentleman, Steward there. 

 
 s.  d. 

Samuel Maxey for a Cottage in the occupacion of  
Charles Disborough and one acre of Land lying in  
a Field called Redland near adjoining to the said  
Cottage purchased of Thomas Hare by the yearly  
rent of   iij 
    
Mathew Rogers for a Cottage in the occupacion of  
William Green and twelve acres and three roods of  
Land lying in the Common Fields of Hawnes  
purchased of John Carter, gentleman and Edward  
Gibson clerke, Devisees of Nicholas Field and  
heretofore Warrens by the yearly rent of  iiij 
 
Richard Wheeler for a Messuage in his one occupacion 
and divers Closes of Pasture and severall parcells of  
Land to the same belonging by the yearely rent of a Pepper corne 
 
The said Richard Wheeler for a Cottage in the  
occupacion of William Maudlin and seven acres  
of pasture and twelve acres and halfe of Land in his  
owne occupacion purchased of Thomas Bolnehurst  
and his wife, daughter of William Brace, by the yearly 
rent of    j 
 
The said Richard Wheeler for a Messuage and two  
Selions of Land purchased of William March by the 
yearely rent of    j 
 
Christofer Whittamore and Susanna his wife late the 
wife of Thomas Pryor deceased in the right of the said  
Susan and for her life only One Cottage or Tenement  
in Norwood end now in the occupacion of Widdow  
Taylor by the yearely rent of    j 
 
John Huggins for a Cottage in Norwood End purchased 
of John Keeling by the yearely rent of    j 
 

HAWNES COURT ROLLS 
FULL TRANSCRIPT AND TRANSLATION OF X520/273 

This is part 6 and the final part of this series, following on from 
part 5 in the March 2020 Journal. 
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Thomas Wheeler for a Cottage and three acres of  
pasture ground heretofore arable devised to him by  
Thomas Abbis formerly Henry Warrens by the yearely  
rent of    j 
 
Richard Wheeler junior for a Cottage in Norwood End  
late in the occupacion of Henry Chapman and now of the  
said Richard Wheeler purchased of Thomas Abbis  
heretofore John Warrens by the yearely rent of   ij 
 
The said Richard Wheeler for a peece of ground  
conteyning half a rood upon which a little house is  
built purchased of Thomas Abbis heretofore Thomas  
Basses by the yearely rent of    j 
 
Roger Layton for a Cottage in the occupacion of John  
Gibbs purchased of Edward Russell formerly Mary  
Jarvisses by the yearely rent of    j 
 
Matthew Ansell for a Cottage built upon the wast  
holden att will by the yearely rent of iiij   0 
 
John Warren for a Cottage in Norwood End in the  
occupacion of Widdow Warren which descended to 
him from Thomas Warren his father by the yearely  
rent of    j 
 
William Woodcroft for a Cottage in Norwood End 
purchased of John Sexton and his wife and William  
Cade and his wife, daughters and coheires of William  
Fann by the yearely rent of    j 
 
John Barrett and Elizabeth his wife late wife of Peter  
Linford for a Cottage in Norwood End devised to the  
said Elizabeth for her life by the said Peter Linford  
by the yearely rent of  iij 
 
The said John Barrett and Elizabeth his wife for a  
Cottage in Norwood End in the occupacion of John  
Ashbolt given to her also for her life by the said Peter  
Linford and heretofore Thomas Pryors by the yearely  
rent of    j 
 
The said John Barrett and Elizabeth his wife in the  
right of the said Elizabeth for her life for a Cottage  
in Norwood End in the occupacion of William Price  
heretofore Theobalds by the yearely rent of       three barley cornes 
 
Elizabeth Wilson for a Cottage holden of the Lady  
of the Mannor att will only    0 
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Sarah Holding widow relict of Thomas Holding  
deceased for a Cottage in Norwood End devised to  
her for her life by her said late husband who  
purchased the same of John Huggins by the yearely  
rent of    j 
 
John Ivory for a Cottage att Deadman Crosse in the  
occupacion of John Warner senior which descended  
to him from John Ivory his late father deceased by  
the yearely rent of    j 
 
John Cooke for a Cottage in Norwood End in the  
occupacion of Thomas Jeffery and John Bisshopp  
purchased of Richard Lee gentleman by the yearely  
rent of    j 
 
Thomas Cotton for a Cottage with a Curtilage adjoining  
purchased of Thomas Bennett by the yearely rent of   0 
 
       [remainder written on dorse] 
 
Margarett Gibson widow late wife of Edward Gibson  
clerke for a Messuage and one Pightle of pasture  
conteyning four acres and sixty acres of Land in the  
parish of Hawnes devised to her by Mary Haseldine  
spinster by the yearely rent of    j 
 
William King for a Cottage and eight acres of Land  
and four acres of pasture with the appurtenances in  
Norwood End by the yearely rent of j d. and four other  
acres of Land near the Warren there by the yearely  
rent of of  j d. and four other acres of Land in  
Narwood [sic] End by the yearely rent of j d.,  
which descended to him from Thomas King his late  
father deceased. In all per annum iij   0 
 
John Willowes for a Messuage and seventeen  
acres of pasture att Deadmans Cross which  
descended to him from Thomas Willowes his  
late father deceased who purchased the same of  
John Barber by the yearely rent of     j 
 
Robert Baily for a Cottage purchased of Thomas  
Bennett by the yearely rent of    0 
 
John Osmond for a Messuage and two closes of  
pasture conteyning  four acres and twenty six acres  
of Land in Narwood End by the yearely rent of    j 
 
William Layton for a Messuage and severall closes  
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of pasture and severall parcells of Land which  
descended to him from  Lawrence Field his late  
grandfather deceased by the yearely rent of    j 
 
John Whitteridge for a Messuage in the occupacon  
of Henry Whittemore and three acres of pasture   
near adjoyening heretofore Seabrookes purchased of  
William Warren by the yearely rent of    j 
 
William Warren for twenty acresof Land in Hawnes  
by the  rent of apporcioned by the Homage att    0 
 
[blank] Warren one of the daughters of the said  
William Warren and Thomas Bury and Anne his  
wife one other of the daughters of the said William  
Warren for a close of pasture called Bastins Close  
settled upon the said [blank] and Anne by the said  
William Warren by the rent apporcioned by the  
Homage att    0 
 
The said William Warren for a Cottage in Narwood  
End which descended to him from Henry Warren his  
late Unckle by the yearely rent of    j 
 
The said William Warren for a Cottage in Narwood 
End late in the occupacion of Thomas Warren and 
now of Edward Manfield which descended to him  
from William Warren his late father deceased by fealty  
and suit of  Court only    0 
 
William Costin for a Messuage and a Cottage, fourteen  
acres of Land and eight acres of pasture late Wyes and 
formerly Austins by the yearely rent of    j 
 
The said William Costin for one acre of Land in  
Gra[?nnins] Close by fealty and suit of Court only    0 
 
Thomas Bennett for a Cottage att Deadmans Crosse  
purchased  of John Bennett by the yearely rent of a Pepper corn 
 
Francis Wells gentleman for a Cottage att Deadmans  
Crosse purchased of Joseph Crockett who purchased  
it of Peirson by the yearely rent of    j 
 
The said Francis Wells for one other Cottage att  
Deadmans Crosse purchased of Joseph Crockett  
who purchased it of George Crow alias Southoe   
by the yearely rent of    j 
 
Examined by Charles Dymoke, Steward there.    
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William Austin’s significant historical record: A History of Luton and its 
Hamlets, Volumes I & II, 1928 references the early GUTTERIDGE family of 
Luton and Dunstable, Bedfordshire. Chapter VI, Volume II “Mid-Nineteenth 
Century” (p.129-151) describes members of the family and its growth from 
Luton parish into Dunstable parish.  While the events are unquestionably 
accurate, the assumed family lineages are not.  
 
Austin indicates on page 129: 

“About 1706-11 one Matthew Gutteridge appears in the stone rate for 
the township of Luton, and in 1739 it appears that he occupied the 
Dallow Farm.” 

Matthew (1665-1729) took over the 218-acre Dallow Farm from his father 
Richard Gutteridge but in fact died in 1729. Matthew married twice leaving 
children with a wide age range (see Descendant Chart). Of his sons, Richard 
(1701-1752); William (abt.1707-abt.1785); Daniel (abt.1709-1776) who took 
over the Dallow Farm, and father of Richard the Elder; and James of Eaton 
Green (abt.1720-1782) all impacted Gutteridge Dunstable history. 
 
Austin then goes on to note that (the foregoing) William Gutteridge, a Baker 
arrived in Dunstable from Luton sometime between 1732 and 1748.  He 
assumes that William was the earliest to arrive, and thus an ancestor of the 
subsequent Gutteridge family of Dunstable. Both assumptions are incorrect. 
 
Apprenticeship records confirm that William Gutteridge was still a Baker at 
Luton in 1742, but was at Dunstable by 1752 for his son Samuel’s 
apprenticeship as a Cooper. On October 9, 1733 at Dunstable, William 
Gutteridge had married Hannah, eldest daughter of Samuel MARSOM and 
granddaughter of Thomas Marsom (abt.1645-1726) an Ironmonger who led the 
first Baptist Congregation at Luton. Samuel Marsom’s 1748 Will confirms six 
of their children as his grandchildren: Hannah, Samuel, Elizabeth, Sarah, 
Martha and Mary Gutteridge. References suggest a seventh child born after 
1748: William Gutteridge. William and Hannah’s family members are 
otherwise largely missing from Dunstable records. 
 
In fact, the first Gutteridge to arrive in Dunstable Parish about 1726 was 
William’s elder half-brother Richard (1701-1752). He was born June 1, 1701, 
at the Cowridge End Farm, Luton, then leased by his father Matthew.  Richard 
married Mary FOSSEY (abt.1705-abt.1753) on May 13, 1726 at Studham by a 
licence showing him “of Dunstable” and her “of Chalton”. Mary, daughter of 
William and Mary Fossey of Chalton, had brothers including William, Edward 
and Daniel Fossey (first of Whitehill) of Dunstable. 
 

THE GUTTERIDGES OF DUNSTABLE: SETTING THE RECORD 
STRAIGHT 

Barry Gutteridge 



 Beds FHS Journal 23 June 2020 

 

 



 Beds FHS Journal 24 June 2020 

 

Richard, a tenant Farmer, and Mary (Fossey) Gutteridge had four children - the 
first Gutteridges born in Dunstable parish. Curiously, it was their 
granddaughter Elizabeth SANDON who would provide continuity in the 
Gutteridge lineage at Dunstable and greatly benefit its subsequent finances. 
Mary (February 13, 1726/7 - November 1791) married Daniel PARKEN, 

Yeoman of Dunstable, on February 6, 1753 at Dunstable, and had a son 
Daniel Parken Jr. a Brewer, and a daughter Mary Parken;  

Richard Junior (February 19, 1728/9 - August 4, 1781) never married;  
Susannah (April 9, 1732 - August 21, 1780) never married; and, 
Elizabeth (November 4, 1735 - abt.1768) married William Sandon, Yeoman of 

Eaton Bray, on May 5, 1757 at Dunstable, and had two daughters born at 
Eaton Bray – Elizabeth Sandon (1758-1793) later Gutteridge, and Mary 
Sandon (1760-1841) later ANSTEE.  

 
Richard Junior, also a Farmer, was a dedicated Deacon of the Park St. Baptist 
Meeting House, Luton. On January 11, 1779 he signed a document to create 
the first place of worship for Dissenters at Dunstable. 
“This is to certify that the house of Ric’d. Gutteridge now in the 

possession of Mary Parken (his sister) in the parish of Dunstable in the 
county of Bedford is designed as a place of Public Worship for the use 
of Protestant Dissenters.” Signed Mary Parken (Tenant) Rich’d 
Gutteridge of the parish of Dunstable 

 
Richard Junior’s Will of October 16, 1778 with Codicil of January 17, 1781 
(probate September 25, 1781) included bequests of property as well as over 
£2,600 (over £300,000 today): 
“£500 apiece to his two nieces Elizabeth Gutteridge wife of Rich. Gutteridge 

of Wooburn in the said County of Bedford, Grocer and Mary (Sandon) 
Anstee wife of William Anstee of Ampthill Draper, as well £500 in trust for 
each with the interest to them for life with the principal thereafter to their 
children;” and, 

for their efforts administering the trusts under the Will: £100 to Uncle James 
Gutteridge of Eaton Green, farmer; £10 to James Gutteridge of Walden 
End, farmer; and £10 to Edw. Fossey of Dunstable gentleman.” 

 
Austin references James Gutteridge of Eaton Green (abt.1720-1782) on 
page 129 as marrying Sarah Marsom (younger daughter of Samuel). Austin 
describes the wealth and extensive property of their elder and childless son 
James Gutteridge, Gentleman of Luton (1763-1831) on the next page. Their 
younger son Samuel Gutteridge (abt.1765-1837) was great-grandfather of 
Albert Gutteridge who would arrive at Dunstable about 1860 as a child along 
with his mother Mary and start another prominent line at Dunstable. 
 
Elizabeth Sandon had married Richard Gutteridge the Elder (actually a 
younger cousin of Richard Gutteridge Junior) then a Grocer of Woburn, on 
May 10, 1775 at Dunstable. At marriage, she was still a minor under 
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guardianship but already co-heiress of her deceased parents and a beneficiary 
of her uncles Daniel and Edward Fossey. Richard Gutteridge the Elder, born 
about 1753 at the Dallow Farm, was a son of Daniel Gutteridge (abt.1709-
1776) and his second wife Ruth (1717-1803) daughter of Nathan Marsom, 
another son of Thomas Marsom. According to Thorn Baptist Church records, 
Richard Gutteridge the Elder, Elizabeth and their two children, both born at 
Woburn, relocated to Dunstable in September 1782 – presumably into premises 
vacated in 1781 by Richard Junior’s death.  
 
Elizabeth Gutteridge (February 27, 1776 – February 10, 1840) would marry 

Thomas WOODMAN (1776-1833) of the 300-acre Dunsley Farm, Tring, 
Hertfordshire on November 18, 1800 at Dunstable; and, 

Richard Gutteridge the Younger born September 12, 1780 would marry 
Sarah SHARMAN (1781-1837) on June 23, 1804 at St. Sepulchre, Holborn, 
London and continue the Gutteridge family at Dunstable. 

 
Austin on page 129 notes: 

“Early in the nineteenth century his descendant (incorrectly referring to 
William), Richard Gutteridge of Dunstable owned Herne Manor Farm at 
Toddington.”   

Richard Gutteridge the Elder had begun acquiring farmland. In 1790 and 
again in 1838 he provided property for the 12 West St. Baptist Chapel in 
Dunstable. He died January 11, 1839 being the last of this branch buried at the 
Protestant Dissenters Burial Ground in the Town of Luton along with his wife 
Elizabeth (Sandon) Gutteridge who had died in June 1793 while her children 
were still in their early teens. 
 
On page 131 Austin notes: 

“The Dunstable branch was as stated, still represented in 1804 by Mr. 
Richard Gutteridge, a malster, farmer, miller and brewer, but 
having conscientious scruples, he emptied his barrels of beer down 
the town drains and abandoned that part of his business.’ 

At about the same time, Richard Gutteridge the Younger ended a brewing 
affiliation with (the aforementioned) Daniel Parken Jr. and became a zealous 
temperance advocate. He and Sarah had a family of eight daughters and three 
sons all born at Dunstable. Richard Gutteridge the Younger would continue 
his father’s major role in the 12 West Street Baptist Chapel and become a 
major land owner especially in the northwest quadrant of Dunstable. After his 
death October 9, 1860, these lands were subdivided, sold-off and developed for 
housing. In 1862, his youngest son Matthew Gutteridge created and named 
Matthew Street, Dunstable after himself. (Bedfordshire Archives 
QSR1863/1/10/2/a) 
 
On page 131, Austin also goes on to note that (as of about 1928): 
 “The present representatives of that branch are Richard and William 
Gutteridge of Dunstable.” 
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WHY NOT WRITE SOMETHING FOR THE JOURNAL? 
Send to journal@bfhs.org.uk 

We are always on the lookout for contributions to the Journal, any size, short 
or long.  To give you some idea, a Journal page in the single-column format 
takes around 450 words to fill.  We would also welcome items shorter than a 
page.  
 
No need to worry if you are not used to writing, we are here to help.  Seeing 
your own work in print can feel like a real achievement and others will 
appreciate your effort. 
 
Simply writing down your “brick wall” can help you see the problem more 
clearly and, you never know, someone reading it may be able to help you move 
forward.  If you need ideas to get you going or would like to discuss your 
ideas, please send an email to journal@bfhs.org.uk.     

This actually refers to Richard William Gutteridge (1854-1930) one of 
Matthew’s sons. His wife Annie Mary Beatrice (CARVER) Gutteridge (1864-
1949) was to be the last representative of this branch still living at Dunstable 
until her death on June 4, 1949. Austin possibly did not realize that Albert 
Gutteridge (1851-1940) Solicitor and one-time Mayor of Dunstable was also 
descended from his first-referenced Matthew Gutteridge of the Dallow Farm, 
Luton. This family branch continued with Albert Gutteridge’s son and 
grandchildren. 
 
The Gutteridge family lineage at Dunstable was anything but a straight line. It 
is understandable that William Austin mis-attributed family events somewhat − 
especially given the complexity of the family tree. His two-volume book today 
remains a highly useful and comprehensive historical record of early Luton. 
 
B. H. Gutteridge (Member #3815) 3x great-grandson of Richard Gutteridge 
the Younger 
April 2020 
 
(Note from the Journal Co-ordinator:  If any Member has difficulty reading the 
Partial Descendant Chart on Page 23 and would like an A4 .pdf copy of the 
page, please contact the Co-ordinator at journal.@fhs.org.uk before 
31 August 2020.)           
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GLEANINGS  FROM  LOCAL  NEWSPAPERS 
John Partridge (email john.partridge10@ntlworld.com) 

More Affiliation Orders, Bastardy and Putative Fathers 

(continued from the March 2020 Journal) 

 

In 1844 an amendment made to the New Poor Laws, known as the Bastardy 
Clause, was enacted, which reinstated the woman’s right to sue the father of 
her bastard child. This right had been abolished in the earlier New Poor Laws 
enacted in 1834.  The following are more extracts from the Bedford Mercury 
which give details of persons making claims against the alleged father of their 
illegitimate child. I have then expanded on that detail using parish records and 
census returns to establish who was that child. 

 
Regarding one affiliation order that appeared in March’s Journal published in 
Sept 1848 regarding Priscilla WARREN and Mr R TODD of Nottinghamshire 
I had an email from BFHS member Jackie Croot that this could have been 
Richard Todd born 1826 in Kirby in Ashfield, Notts whose family farmed land 
in Riseley. Richard had already fathered an illegitimate daughter, Lavinia Todd 
PEACOCK, baptised on 16 Jan 1848 at Riseley, mother Evelyn Peacock, 
single woman. Richard and Evelyn married on 23 July 1848 at Riseley; she 
was a minor, father Johannes Peacock, blacksmith and he was a farmer, father 
John Todd, farmer.    
 
And finally here’s one more that I found later – the first relating to my own 
family tree… 
 
From Bedford Mercury 31st May 1845 
Bletsoe Petty Sessions. Affiliation – An order of affiliation was made upon 
Thomas PARTRIDGE who was charged by Kezia NORMAN with being the 
father of her illegitimate child. He was ordered to pay 1s 3d a week towards 
the maintenance of  the child. 
 
The child is most likely daughter Hannah. I have found that Keziah Norman of 
Bletsoe was subsequently in Bedford Union Workhouse 28 Oct 1848 'pregnant' 
and discharged herself the next day. Thomas Partridge married Keziah Norman 
at Bletsoe on 2 Nov 1848. Hannah Partridge, daughter of Thomas and Kezia, 
was baptised at Bletsoe on 1 Apr 1849 on same day as her brother Eli. There is 
a birth index for Hannah Norman at Bedford RD in June quarter 1845 and birth 
index for Eli Norman Partridge at Bedford RD in Dec quarter 1848. On the 
1851 census living at Bourne End, Bletsoe is Thomas Partridge age 28 born 
Thurleigh, with wife Kezia age 26 with children Hannah age 6 and Eli age 2, 
living next door to Keziah’s parents. Thomas Partridge born 1824 son of 
Joseph and Elizabeth Partridge, was brother to my gt-gt-grandfather Richard 
Partridge.               
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Every effort is made to transcribe correctly the interests supplied by members 
but where hand-written details are provided errors may occur, for which we 
apologise.  It would help greatly if all interests were either typed or written in 
BLOCK CAPITALS.  When writing to a member please include a stamped 
addressed envelope or International Reply Coupons, and it is only polite to 
reply even if no connection appears to exist. 
 
Surname  Place / Parish   County Period 
 
Ian McDonald (4322) i-mcdonald@mypostoffice.co.uk 
10 Carisbrooke Close, Alresford, Hampshire SO24 9PQ 
 
HILL   Hatfield    HRT  ALL 
HILL   Luton     BDF  ALL 
HILL   St Albans    HRT  ALL 
 
Neil Adkins (4337) neil.adkins@virginmedia.com 
7 Kingsmead Road, Bishops Stortford, Herts CM23 2AG 
 
ADKINS  Aspley Guise   BDF  15-19C 
ADKINS   Husborne Crawley   BDF  15-19C 
 (Adkins is his primary interest) 
GEORGE  Aspley Guise   BDF  15-19C 
GEORGE  Husborne Crawley   BDF  15-19C 
GOODMAN Aspley Guise   BDF  15-19C 
GOODMAN Husborne Crawley   BDF  15-19C 
TIPPLE  Aspley Guise   BDF  15-19C 
TIPPLE  Husborne Crawley   BDF  15-19C 
WARR  Aspley Guise   BDF  15-19C 
WARR  Husborne Crawley   BDF  15-19C 
 (And areas surrounding Aspley Guise) 
 
Sue Page (4348) sue.page@live.co.uk 
1 Amber Court, Belmore Lane, Lymington, Hants SO41 3NH 
 
FARMER  ANY     BDF  ALL 
FINCH  ANY     BDF  ALL 
HAINES  ANY     BDF  ALL 
PAGE  Ampthill    BDF  ALL 
PAGE  Flitwick    BDF  ALL 
PAGE  ANY     BDF  ALL 
ROBINSON  ANY     BDF  ALL 
SHARPE  ANY     BDF  ALL 
STONEBRIDGE ANY     BDF  ALL 
THOMPSON ANY     BDF  ALL 

MEMBERS’ PROFILES 

mailto:i-mcdonald@mypostoffice.co.uk
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Surname  Place / Parish   County Period 
 
Joy Cooper-Watson (4352) joy.familytree@googlemail.com 
2 Riglen Close, Lidlington, Beds MK43 0US 
 
BURTON  Tempsford    BDF  ALL 
COOPER  Kempston    BDF  ALL 
COOPER  Elstow    BDF  ALL 
PAINE  Chawston (Roxton)  BDF  ALL 
PAYNE  Roxton    BDF  ALL 
PAYNE  Eaton Socon    BDF  ALL 
PAYNE  Chawston (Roxton)  BDF  ALL 
PRIGMORE Elstow    BDF  ALL 
THURSTON ANY     NFK  ALL 
THURSTON ANY     SFK  ALL  

 
Peter Vickery (4369) vickery.peter@btopenworld.com 
41 Netherton Drive, Frodsham, Cheshire WA6 6DG 
 
BODDINGTON Pertenhall    BDF  18C 
CAMPION  Wellingborough   NTH  16-17C 
DUDLEY  Kempston    BDF  17-18C 
DUDLEY  Stevington    BDF  17C 
DUDLEY  Wellingborough   NTH  16-17C 
GILBEY  Wellingborough   NTH  16-17C 
GURNEY  Eaton Bray    BDF  18C 
HEWLETT  Cranfield    BDF  18-E20C 
HILL   Wootton    BDF  19C 
LANCASTER Marston Moretaine   BDF  17-E20C 
ODELL  Stevington    BDF  16-17C 
SOULSBURY Cranfield    BDF  19C 
WALKER  Astwood    BKM  18C 
WORLAND  Kempston    BDF  17-18C 
 
Mr & Mrs J Frost (4374) (no email address) 
2 The Glade, Redhill Grange, Wellingborough, Northants NN9 5YW 
 
ASKEW  Odell     BDF  17-19C 
BIGGS  Lidlington    BDF  18-19C 
CHERRY  Wil(sham)stead   BDF  18-19C 
KENDALL  Wil(sham)stead   BDF  18-19C 
NORMAN  Harrold    BDF  17-19C 
NORMAN  Odell     BDF  17-19C 
 
 
 

mailto:joy.familytree@googlemail.com
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Surname  Place / Parish   County Period 
 
Peter Jackson (4375) peterj31@hotmail.co.uk 
12 Turner Road, St Ives, Cambs PE27 3EG 
 
CLARKE  Luton     BDF   -19C 
CLARKE  Woburn    BDF  E 19C 
COOK  Aspley Guise   BDF  E 19C 
FOXLEY  Woburn    BDF  E 19C 
 
Neil Bye (4380) ckbyes@aol.com 
1 Lyefield Close, Charlton Kings, Cheltenham, Gloucestershire GL53 8AZ 
 
BYE   Bedford    BDF  ALL 
DALTON  Sandy     BDF  ALL 
MUNNS  Sandy     BDF  ALL 
MUNNS  Biggleswade   BDF  ALL 
 
John Thornton (4386) (no email address given) 
56 Warwick Road, Sidcup, DA14 6LJ 
 
HARRADINE Clapham/Lambeth   SRY  19-20C 
HINTON  Bermondsey    SRY  19-20C 
HINTON  ANY     ANY  19-20C  
LANGHAM  Battersea/Lambeth   SRY  19-20C 
SAVAGE  Morar     INDIA 19-20C 
SAVAGE  Agra     INDIA 19-20C 
SAVAGE  ANY     INDIA 19-20C 
STOCK  Riseley    BDF  19C 
STOCK  ANY     BDF  18-20C 
THORNTON Riseley    BDF  19C 
THORNTON ANY     BDF  18-20C 
THORNTON Bromley    KEN  19-20C 
THORPE  northwest    KEN  18-20C 
             

mailto:peterj31@hotmail.co.uk
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BEDFORDSHIRE  HERITAGE  TEA  TOWELS 

 

The Society has had a 
supply of Bedfordshire 
Heritage tea towels 
printed and these are now 
being sold to raise funds. 

 
These tea towels are 
really too nice to use for 
drying up; they are 
beautifully colour printed 
with some famous 
Bedfordshire landmarks 
forming a border for the 
County map. Even if you 
do not have any 
Bedfordshire ancestors 
they make ideal gifts.   

 
They are 100% cotton and 
at £4.50 each can be 
obtained from the 
bookstall at members’ 
meetings, by email to 
Lynn at 
secretary@bfhs.org.uk 
or by post to the under-
mentioned address. 

 
For UK orders please add postage 
and packing as follows: 
 

 Up to 2 tea towels add  £1.50 
 

 3 to 6 tea towels add  £3.00 
 

For orders from outside the UK 
please enquire before ordering. 

 

Cheques should be made payable to 
Bedfordshire Family History Society. 
 
Lynn Manning 
38 Risborough Road 
Bedford MK41 9QW 
Tel. 01234 306482         
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A CD TO HELP  
YOU FIND YOUR  

ANCESTORS 
BFHS has produced a 

resource to help in finding your missing relations.  If they were 
baptised or buried before 1852 or married before 1837 (and in some 
cases later) in Bedfordshire and appear in the Parish Registers then 

they will appear on our SURNAMES CD. 

Over one million entries showing: 

surname, forename, year, parish and event. 

Only £10 including UK P&P. 

available from: 

Noel Evans, 14 Beaulieu Way, BEDFORD, MK41 8NP 

Enquiries to bookstall@bfhs.org.uk 

PHOTOGRAPHERS  NEEDED ! 

Are you a BFHS member with a digital camera or smart-phone?  If so could 
you take some photographs of nearby villages to add to the parish CD? 

Although we have now published a CD with data for all 128 ancient parishes, 
some have no photographs, or very few. 

We need pictures of the parish church, interesting buildings and local sights. 

The following have no photographs at present.  So if you live nearby or are 
visiting, why not take your camera along? 

Battlesden, Clifton, Edworth, Flitton, Higham Gobion, Holwell, 
Husborne Crawley, Kensworth, Leighton Buzzard including Eggington 

and Heath & Reach, Potsgrove, Stanbridge, Streatley, Studham, 
Sundon, Tilsworth, Upper Stondon, Whipsnade 

If you think that you can help, please contact Mark Tresidder by email at: 

parishcd@bfhs.org.uk 



 Beds FHS Journal 33 June 2020 

 

SUBSCRIPTIONS 

(1 January - 31 December) 

Each Individual Membership receives one copy per issue of the Journal 

 Joining Fee                                                                                                                £2.00 

    Any UK/Worldwide member taking the Journal by pdf: ........................... £ 8.00  
    UK Individual Membership, with one copy per issue of the printed Journal: .. £10.00  
    Family Membership per each additional member at the same address : ……... £1.00  
    Overseas supplement worldwide printed journal – Surface mail = £6; Total: .. £14.00  
    Overseas supplement USA/Canada printed journal – Airmail = £10; Total: .... £18.00  
    Overseas supplement Australia/New Zealand printed journal Airmail = £12; Total: £20.00  

 

General Data Protection Regulation :  Please note that the Society uses computer and manual systems to 
record membership information.  The information you give on your application for membership will only 
be used for conducting Society business and will not be supplied to anyone else in any form except:- 

1. Where it is needed by the independent examiner in his inspection of our financial records. 

2. Where it must be supplied to HMRC, e.g. in connection with gift aid submissions. 

3. Where we are required to do so by law. 
If you have any questions or concerns over the data held, please contact the Information Manager. 

WHERE TO FIND US 
Correspondence for the Executive Committee should be addressed to the  

appropriate person and sent to: 

Bedfordshire Family History Society 

c/o Noel Evans 
14, Beaulieu Way,  Bedford.  

MK41 8NP 
(Temporary address, see page 5) 

Internet: www.bfhs.org.uk 
Email:   bfhs@bfhs.org.uk 
Web Sales: www.genfair.co.uk 

   

ADVERTISEMENT RATES (per issue) 
 

 Vertical Horizontal Rate 
Full page 160 mm x 250 mm 250 mm x 160 mm £20.00 
Half page 80 mm x 250 mm 125 mm x 160 mm £10.00 
¼ page 80 mm x 125 mm 60 mm x 160 mm £5.00 
 

Copy should be on A4 paper, and the above sizes are quoted for an A4 sheet;  
copy should be sent to: 

Noel Evans, 14, Beaulieu Way,  Bedford.  MK41 8NP (Temporary address, see page 5) 
 

Cheques should be made payable to Bedfordshire Family History Society, 
and enclosed with the advertisement. 

The following email addresses are also available: 

 

chairman@bfhs.org.uk Society Chairman & Information Manager 
secretary@bfhs.org.uk Society Secretary 
treasurer@bfhs.org.uk Society Treasurer 
journal@bfhs.org.uk Journal Co-ordinator 
librarian@bfhs.org.uk Society Librarian 
membership@bfhs.org.uk Membership Secretary 
bookstall@bfhs.org.uk All BFHS Publications Sales Enquiries 
 (CDs, Micofiche, Books) 
publicity@bfhs.org.uk Publicity Officer 
research@bfhs.org.uk Research Co-ordinator 
searches@bfhs.org.uk Search Co-ordinator 
social@bfhs.org.uk Social Events Organiser 
webmaster@bfhs.org.uk Society Webmaster 
distribution@bfhs.org.uk                             Journal Distribution 
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