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2017 PROGRAMME OF OUR MEETINGS

Unless stated otherwise meetings take place ahgtilbn Baptist Church,
25 Hercies Road, Hillingdon, Middlesex. UB10 9LS
Doors open at 7.30 p.m.

DATE

SPEAKER

SUBJECT

Thursday 18 March

A.G.M.

Followed by John Symons ‘Iris
Research Made Easy?’

Thursday 28 April

Film Evening from the London
Screen Archives

Thursday 18 May

Michael Gandy

‘Records of the Great Courts
(Chancery and Exchequer in TN
in the 17th and 18th centuries)’

Thursday 18 June Keith Piercy ‘Harefield’s Light Railway’
Thursday 28 July Chris Wren ‘The Battle of Britain’
AUGUST NO MEETING NO MEETING
Thursday 21 September lan Harvey ‘Into the Sideboafamily History
and Silverware’
Thursday 19 October Jenny Mundy ‘Bagging the Bagshaws'’
Tuesday 14 November Dr. Maurice ‘Genetic Genealogy —
Joint Meeting with U3A Gleeson What DNA can do for you’
Starts at 2.00 p.m.
DECEMBER NO MEETING NO MEETING

Please remember that we always welcome visitoosiitc
meetings and that the entrance fee for themis £

© Hillingdon Family History Society & contributors.

No part of this publication may be reproduced in any form without
written permission. The contents of this journal do not necessarily
reflect opinions of the Editor and the Executive Committee. The
Society cannot vouch for the accuracy of offers of services or goods

that may appear.
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2 CHAIRMAN'S NOTES A

Family History is all about putting the flesh onetlbones of a
genealogical family tree. This is why we have sacihonderful range of
speakers at our monthly meetings. They cover eviexytfrom the local
history of Hillingdon to the Great Western Railway.

My elderly mother entered a nursing home this sumame | have had to
start sorting through her papers. One box that cameof the attic was
full of her school exercise books from the late @84 She attended a
girls grammar school in Coventry.

Two things strike you about these exercise bookstly-the hand writing
— it is immaculate. | presume the teacher wrot¢herboard and then the
students wrote it all down carefully in their exeecbooks. This was how
geography was taught in my school 30 years latdthoagh my
handwriting was never as neat. Secondly the deptetil on different
subjects: there was no skimming over the surface!h

| thought you might like to look at the spring teexam and perhaps even
have a go. Remember you are 17 years old andl®48. Good luck —
you have three hours.

Stoke Park School
Forms LVIA & B
Spring Term 1948 European History 1491 — 1555H¢8rs)

Principal: Attempt FOUR questions
Subsidiary: Attempt FIVE questions

1) Give some account of the work of Ferdinand aadbélla in Spain, and
discuss its importance.

2) What do you understand by the term “The Rena@ssa

3) Give a short account of the Italian politicas®m in 1494.
Add a sketch map.
OR What reasons account for the decline in economosperity of
Venice about the beginning of the sixteenth ceftur

(contd.)

© Hillingdon Family History Society 2 September 2017



4) What part was played by a) Portugal and b) Spadiscovery in the
latter half of the fifteenth and beginning of teeteenth centuries?
What were the results of the discoveries for Eafop

5) Was the Reformation necessary?

6) Discuss the character and policy of Pope Jlllius

7) Estimate the various factors making for and ragjaihe progress of
Lutheranism in Germany between 1530 and 1555.

8) Why did Calvinism spread more extensively in Burope than
Lutheranism?

9) Account for the failure of Charles V to achidus aims in Germany.

10) Write a short account of TWO of the following) Savonarola;

b) Erasmus; c) Machiavelli; d) The revolt of thenrdnuneros;
e) Zwingle; f) The Diet of Worms 1520.
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Ok — I am sure you aced most of the questionswBiat really knew what
the revolt of the Communeros was about? lan Harvey
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EDITORS’ JOTTINGS

Searching the 1911 census at a recent research session | was
confronted with ‘a first’. | found the person a maen sought recorded as
an inmate in a ‘Training Home for Young Girls’ bilite image of the
sheet that appeared was a little surprising. Tha f@as printed using red
ink whilst the names were entered using the nobtua/black ink.

| questioned other volunteers but nobody had seesdacensus sheet.
Intrigued | emailed the Office for National Statistbut they were unable
to give a definitive answer. They in turn approathbe National
Archives who were also unable to give a reason.

After exploring several other avenues | lookedhatimage of the reverse
side of the census form which was also in red. @thdound the answer:
it was a form printed to record institutions likeetTraining Home.

So the answer was there all the time!
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THE FUTURE DIRECTION OF HILLINGDON F.H.S.

Your committee is increasingly concerned about tiwymcs:
1. The reduced attendance at our monthly meetings.

2. That we are not able to attract more people tcstwsth
the running of the Society.

We need your views about the first point.

For example, are the talk subjects insufficientlyeresting or
relevant, is the location and access an issues, ibthe timing —
for example would an afternoon or Saturday meehagmore
attractive?

On the second point we just need your help.

This does not mean a large commitment. For exarmgltau are
fairly experienced we need more people to help ehless
experienced at our regular research days. Alterglgtimaybe
you can help organise the meetings or just writeutilyour
successes and failures for inclusion in the jourmd the
moment the burden falls too heavily on a dedicdiet small
number who will, by themselves, be unable to previtie
service we would wish in the future.

Please let us know your thoughts no later thali @stober
2017. Email your comments taillingdonfhs@onetel.com
Alternatively send your response to our Membersbagretary
or hand it to us at a meeting or on one of ourakesedays.
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TRUMPER PART 2
By Colyn Storer

In part 1, which appeared in the June journalludad to the fact that
TRUMPER family members were Assessors and Colledbort further
researches revealed the possibility of more impregsositions.

A mystery emerged as | looked for a death noticeBiyan TRUMPER
in Oxfordshire newspaper reports. There are quifevarecords of a
Benjamin TRUMPER as well as a Bryan TRUMPER botlwbbm seem
to be the steward for the Earl of Harcourt who vessbecame the
Archbishop of York. Are these TRUMPERS one andshme person?

The death notices found in the Oxford Journal arfbd University and

City Herald were almost identical;

On Wednesday se’'nnight died, (= Wednesdayl ®2arch) Same day
died, Mr. Benjamin Trumper, for many years the medpected steward
to the late Earl of Harcourt and the ArchbishopYafrk.

Further investigation both in the Oxford newspapsrd the full text of
‘The Harcourt papers’ in the Internet Archive, shthat this is the same
person, called both Benjamin and Bryan TRUMPERtHa Harcourt
Papers, there is correspondence to and from BrgaujBin to the Earl,
including a request from William, Earl Harcourt, lits agent, Mr. Bryan
TRUMPER 27" January 1826 to organise the funeral of the Dowage
Countess Harcourt:

‘Trumper, Having this day received an account thfe death of the
Dowager Countess Harcourt, which happened on Wethyesight last,
after a very tedious illness, | have requestedRRetor, Mr. Baker, to do
me the favour to perform the service at her funategbtanton Harcourt ;
of which you shall have due notice, in order that yand the Tenants of
that Parish may attend ; which | wish them to d®aamark of respect to
the memory of so old a member of my family. | atmamare of any
expenses attending this melancholy ceremony, futtien a fee to the
clergyman of the Parish for allowing Mr. Baker terform the service;
but you will inform yourself what was done upon tezasion of my
brother's Funeral, and act accordingly. Encloseduybave a list of
persons who | propose to give mourning to upon dlisasion, with the
sums appropriated to each, and which | depend ymento see laid out
accordingly, viz. :- Yourself and wife £2’. cdntd.)
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Obviously he was a very trusted and important eygdo The earliest
record found of Bryan at Nuneham Courtney appeanethe Oxford
University and City Herald on 2#7March 1813, concerning the rental of
two properties owned by the Earl of Harcourt:

‘OX0O. Nuneham, within ve miles of Oxford, on tharfipike Road,
leading from Oxford to London; ... To be let folamg term of years.
From the Fifth of April 1813. A well establishedhlor Public House
called The Harcourt Arms. For view of the Estateplst to Mr. Trumper.
Steward to Lord Harcourt. at Nuneham Park; andftather particulars,
apply to Mr. Robert Morrell, Solicitor, Oxford; OXD Nuneham, within
four miles of Oxford, A Capital Enclosed Farm. T@lét for a long term
of years. From next Michaelmas’

This was one of many advertisements during 1813hemrental of these
properties and indicates that he must have beémdrposition for some
time before that date. There are various other papexr records stating
his position at Nuneham Courtney and pictures ef ébtate and home
from the late 1700s.

Other documents in the Harcourt Papers between 28821826 name
him as Benjamin TRUMPER, even though he is recordedBryan
TRUMPER after the death of the Dowager Countess,absubsequent
letter about her funeral costs names him as BenjaiRUMPER:

‘Letter to Benjamin Trumper from John Bywater canagg the payment
of five pounds to the vicar of Stanton Harcourldwing the burial of
Elizabeth Harcourt, Countess Harcourt, Feb. 1826ls( 76-7) However,
they were not the only members of the Trumper i@srfilom Harefield to
live at Nuneham for shorter or longer periods. Anryounger sister
Margaret 1797-1860 was stated to be of the localgbain 1817, when
she also married her first cousin Henry Trumper 8-2864 who then
lived at and for the rest of his life at MashamNorth Yorkshire where
he was also a Land Agent. Henry was a younger broth Bryan, and
Bryan was one of the withesses to their marriage’

Ann's younger brother Arthur was living with thenhen Bryan died. He
married Martha STONE in Oxford City just before Aswdeath. At that
time he was recorded as a Sadler which was alsodaigpation later in
Cheltenham and then again in Egham where the fasaityed and where
he died in 1881. (contd.)

© Hillingdon Family History Society 7 September 2017



Bryan's youngest brother Edward TRUMPER 1790-1864s wat
Nuneham when he married Alice HUNNS on"3Dctober 1837 at St.
Luke, Finsbury. His occupation is described as ranéa at Nuneham
Courtney, Oxfordshire.

On the 1841 census, he stated he was a Land Agiergt &t ‘Park’ in the
parish of Nuneham Courtney and in 1851 he wasastiland Agent and
lived at ‘Steward House'. This suggests that hehtigave been the
steward before his brother Bryan died in 1837 bgeaBryan's death
notice says‘for many years the much respected steward Heg' is
obviously the steward recorded in various newspapeertisements for
the Auction of some of the Earl of Harcourt’s pradjss in the 1840s.

Edward and his brother Henry, who lived in Yorkshiooth died in 1864
and their wills appear on the same page of the d&eolndexes, along
with that for another cousin Robert TRUMPER whodda Isleworth,
Middlesex.

From the original idea to discover what happenethyorelatives Bryan
and Ann TRUMPER after 1809, has come a most iniagestory of

their lives and especially Bryan's responsible tpmsias steward to the
Earl of Harcourt. He served, firstly, the 3rd E&Milliam Harcourt, who

had succeeded his brother in 1809 and died in 1Bd@ard Harcourt
(formerly Vables-Vernon) was the Archbishop of Ydrkm 1808 and

succeeded his cousin as the 4th Earl of Harcour880.

Another interesting fact is that there were quifewa childless marriages
in the extended TRUMPER families. Wonderful willanme, both as

executors and beneficiaries, siblings, nieces apthews. They also often
identify their parents as well as the grandchildramd great

grandchildren, of Ralph and Margaret TRUMPER, hguhme same given
names. Obviously, they must have kept close comnattt each other

even when they moved away from Harefield.

DEADLINE DATE

JOURNAL DATE

DECEMBER 29%September
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CAN YOU NAME THESE PEOPLE?
By Alan Rowland

We have received from Chris ALLUM (via Faceboolkleh photographs
and a request for help in solving the mystery ef‘thonster cake'.

Chris wrote that she would like to know why and whiewas presented
to Hillingdon Hospital and who the people are ia three pictures:

Hi John

Thought I'd go ahead and email you re our chat atd-Book re the
Monster Cake — (I appear as a different name!).

| actually have 3 photos which I'll send, don’t knavhether you have
space to print them all!

| have managed to find out that the Sister in tixdgSister Keating but |
would love to know more, dates, locations, othaff sthd what an earth
is the Monster cake all about!

Kind regards

Chris Allum

In the hope that somebody will either know what ‘take’ was about or
knows somebody else that can help we reproducethitee pictures
overleaf.

One thought strikes me immediately, in the firsotolgraph on the right
hand margin there lurks a notice headed Hillingdimspital which goes
on to lay down the permitted hours for smoking! Howes have

changed! This truncated picture also has a noticthea bottom which

says that the cake was presented by the Interdti®tores and the top
decoration is the Hillingdon Borough Crest.

If you can help solve the mystery please contacthosugh the usual
channels.

(contd.)
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Detail showing tiog decoration. (contd.)
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ANOTHER SURPRISE FROM PARISH RECORDS
By Alan Rowland

When we research we make great use of censusesndethat of these
records the 1841 gives us the least amount of ligefarmation.

Although there had been population ‘counts’ befda&tl they only
recorded total numbers.

Serendipity is a wonderful thing! Without warningurothg routine
searches something will be thrown up that causegxislamation ‘well |
have never seen that before’.

This occurred recently in our research room whewak helping a

member look for her Shropshire ancestors. We hae dery well over a

number of weeks using Find My Past parish recondshed discovered a
whole series of baptisms, marriages and the oataislwurial. Seeking

the children born to a couple married in 1793 welena general search
of the baptism registers using just the surnameaaddte range from the
marriage date. The search produced six possiblésbapand we worked

our way through them trying to match the surnaméh viihe parents

known first names. We found two entries and altliotigvas not definite

proof that they were our member’s ancestors, itavgeod possibility.

However the serendipity moment was about to arfhilst looking at
one of the images | noticed that some of the entmade by the Rector
(Robert Outlaw) were not baptisms. Further invedian revealed that he
had used the parish book as a journal to reconshatiner of occurrences
and data concerning his parish.

The first ‘find’ was entitled Memorandum and readfallows:

On the 18 of March 1801 an account of the births & burials &
marriages from the registers of this Parish wasetakby authority of

Parliament, and delivered in by me, Rdbutlaw — Rector And the
Population of the Parish, by the Overseer, as enrtéxt page.

See the image below which shows all parish baptenasburials for the
years 1700 to 1800 and all the marriages from 1@34800. He then lists
all the adult inhabitants by name and the numbkcitdren, servants etc
for each dwelling throughout the parish. (contd.)
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At the end of his population list the Rectontinues:

On the 28 day of May 1803 was laid thé' Stone of Longford Church,
and on the N.E. corner stone was written as foll6Wss stone was laid
by Rob Outlaw Rector of this Church 1803 Ralph Leeke "Eand
William Chapman Church Wardens?” And in a hole cut in the same
stone was put a glass bottle seal'd up, with a @ie€t parchment, on
which was written as follows.

“This piece of Parchment records the time of Emctiof the Parish
Church of Longford, and was placed in one of thmeb stones which
was laid on the Z3day of May in the year of our Lord 1803 and in the
43" year of our Sovereign Lord George the third.”

He follows this with more information concerningethaising of monies
to pay for the work (see below). (contd.)
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(contd.)
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Interestingly the Rector has taken the precautopréserve the message
on the parchment by engraving the outside of thas&gbottlewith a
diamond:

It seems not to have occurred to him that the daotight also be smashed
rendering his painstaking engraving pointless!

Other entries cover the purchase of a new surplid@89 by the Church
Warden Mr. Thomas Gollins and a listing of all tieetors for Longford
from 1558 to 1962 (those from 1825 onwards werer &iobert’s tenure
and were entered by others).

An Act of Parliament had decreed that in 1801 thiéowWwing ‘survey’
should be carried out by ‘overseers of the poor‘ather substantial
householders’ who had to answer the following qoast

1. How many Inhabited Houses are there in your $tgriTownship or
Place; by how many Families are they occupied;,amolw many
Houses therein are Uninhabited?

2. How many Persons (including Children of whatemge) are there
actually found within the Limits of your Parislgwnship, or Place, at
the Time of taking this Account, distinguishinglédaand Females,
and exclusive of Men actually serving in His Maj&ss Regular
Forces or Militia, and exclusive of Seamen eitireHis Majesty’s
Service or belonging to Registered Vessels?

3. What Number of Persons in your Parish, TownshipPlace are
chiefly employed in Agriculture; how many in Trad&éanufactures,
or Handicraft; and how many are not occupied inyaof the
preceding Classes?

(contd.)
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An answer form was sent to Justices of the PeadeHagh Constables
via and thence to the Overseers of the Poor amstamnitial householders.

The completed forms/schedules were to be attesteddffirmed in front
of a J.P. and then endorsed by the High Constablether proper officer
before being returned to the Principal Secretanbitaite for the Home
Department. These forms were later abstracted utiderguidance of
John Rickman, then secretary to Charles Abbot, admb introduced the
census bill in Parliament in 1800.

So whilst matching family names may appear in alj@41 ‘Population’
list it is still unlikely that definite connection® an ancestor can be
proved.

Do you have any examples of these church officidi® recorded their
parish inhabitants along with other sundry snippétsformation in the
parish registers? Why not send them to us so liegt¢an be shared with
others via the pages of the journal.

Source:Pre-1841 Censuses & Population Listings in thaed®riksles
By Colin R. Chapman. Genealogical Publishing Cb899

FAMILY SEARCH — THE HIDDEN RECORDS
By John Symons

Many of you will know that the microfiims previoyshvailable at the
temporary Latter Day Saints Family Search Centreated in The
National Archives at Kew have been moved to the i€pcof
Genealogists in London. As | was quite a frequeet wf this facility this
was not in my view especially welcome, but we htvéace the fact that
this is old technology and is costly to supporteThove to digitise the
old records is in progress but still has some veagd; hence | still had
reason to consult the microfilms.

A few months ago | wished to view some films at hieev location. When
| ordered them | was advised by the enthusiastiif gtat some of those |

had requested had in fact been digitised.
(contd.)
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| was rather surprised by this because when | Bedrfor the records in
the conventional way | was taken to an indexedyenhich did not show
that the image had been digitised.

| was looking for Cornish Parish Records (no sweprthere) so the
following example relating to Lewannick may illuste the issue.

| searched for Robert Warring baptised in 1811 awfamilysearch.org
which produced the following result:

When | clicked on the ‘View’ icon the following rel$ appeared:

The message ‘No image available’ was disappointing.
(contd.)
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On a subsequent visit when | queried this problée helpful staff
member took me through an alternative approaclednsof searching for
records, search the catalogue as follows:

| clicked the search button to reveal:

(contd.)
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The camera icon indicates that Baptisms 1660-18&2nafact digitised
and available although in this particular case amya FamilySearch
Centre. At least this means that they are stilivaigle at Kew despite
indications to the contrary.

Subsequently a letter from Sharon Hintze from thendon Family
History Centre was published in ‘Who Do You Thinko Are?’

magazine highlighting this issue. | have no ideav hweidespread this
problem is but the safe advice is to look undetaloaue’ rather than
‘records’ to ensure that you find any parish regisimages that are
available.

ATALK RECORDS OF THE GREAT COURTS
By John Symons

Our president Michael Gandy gave the talk to oueting on 18 May
2017. It was a very wet evening and we were pledisadMichael was
able to speak to us again.

The subject this time was ‘Records of the Greatr@@quspecifically
those of Chancery and Exchequer in th8 aiid 18 centuries which are
kept in the National Archives at Kew.

The Chancery and Exchequer Courts were civil cotirtg came to

prominence at the time of the English Civil War whecclesiastical

courts were not available. The records of thesets@ure more accessible
as they were written in English by professionallkdein secretary hand
which once you understand the style is relativalyyeto comprehend.

The court records have to an extent been catalogyetihe National
Archives but this is a work in progress. Earliecamls from around the
15" century are indexed, however they only providefbdetails such as

surnames copied from the paper catalogues to tivesorersion.
(contd.)
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Potentially later records have more informationudlibe cases involved
but these are being added to as an ongoing prgecit's worth
rechecking from time to time.

To search for these records visit The National At website at:
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/

then go to ‘Discovery’ for the Catalogue. Using thévanced search

option the records will be found in the series f& Chancery — where

most are and ‘E’ for Exchequer. In most cases wasthwhile to use a

combination of parish or place names and surnam@sovide the most

relevant results.

You will find that the documents themselves areggdaand often on
scrolls which need to be unwound to read. As legaluments there will
be much jargon to go through to find any interegtimformation. Only
about 10% of the cases lead to a recorded judgereéher it is not
shown or the case was settled out of court.

Moreover it is virtually impossible to trace a cdseward to find an

outcome recorded elsewhere so you have to takeiw/laailable at face
value. It is also worth noting that if one of tharies dies the case will
end unless it is possible to sue any heirs.

The genealogical value of these documents may significantly. Some

may just record commercial transactions, for examprgains of sale
used to prove transfers, which are unlikely to lbemoich interest to

family historians. Others though may involve sutgesuch as disputes
about wills, marriage settlements, guardianship iahdritances. Any of

these are likely to shed light on family relatiopshand dynamics which
may prove to be of considerable value.

Associated with these documents witness depositioy also be
available. The witness names are not indexed hawsweyou will
probably only find someone in your family acting snich a role by
chance.

You might encounter another type of case involvamgails’, sometimes
known as fee entails. Put simply this is a forntroét established by deed
or settlement which restricts the sale or inhecéanf an estate in real

property and prevents the property from being soldevised by will.
(contd.)
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There may be occasions when it is in the interkatl parties to break an
entail which might otherwise prevent a propertynfrbeing sold and so
some cases were brought before the court withatié agreement of all
parties just so a judgment could be recorded textimg the entail.

In this talk Michael gave us a valuable insighbisburces which are not
commonly used for genealogical research. Somettheslocuments are
stored off site and need to be ordered in advaveeertheless continuing
improvements in the cataloguing process are brgqhgmore and more of
these records to the notice of researchers.

Following the talk | carried out a speculative sharand found a
Chancery case which involved one of my ancestotdamondsworth.
When | have seen the document in question | may lveeble to report
back on the significance of this.

ATALK  THE HAREFIELD LIGHT RAILWAY
By Keith Piercy

This very interesting talk was given to us on Thass15' June and drew
a sizeable audience. Keith began with setting tiemes that led to the
proposal of a railway for Harefield.

Bells United Asbestos Company (BUAC) located atrthiarefield Mills
factory had prospered during WW1 and looked to egheir operation.
This expansion however was hampered by problendisimibution of
their products. Most of their raw materials andistred goods used
motorised transport between Rickmansworth and dlcéofy despite the
very poor quality of the roads. Part of this dtion system was
provided by the Metropolitan Railway Company (MR&)d in 1921
BUAC informed all parties involved that their fueumethod of transport
would be by canal and the Great Western Railway RpWa the Great
Western Great Central Joint Committee (GWGCJC). lilleey would
make use of the canal adjacent to Harefield Mdlsmnove the goods to
Uxbridge. From there the goods would use the GWHPRbridge to
Denham loop line to connect with the GWGCJC railway

(contd.)
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BUAC approached the Light Railway Investigation CQoittee, whose
enthusiastic support interested the GWR in the tcoctson of a light
railway. The advantages of a light railway ovest@hdard’ railway were
relative cheapness, a reduced standard of consttu@nd, most
importantly, an Act of Parliament was not needed.

A Public Inquiry was held in Uxbridge on f4July 1922 at which
detailed plans were available for the constructbmhe Harefield Light
Railway. If the Inquiry found in favour the Minigtiof Transport would
publish an Order authorising construction. The pseggl scheme
comprised three railways; see composite map below.

(contd.)
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Railway 1 would run from a new station adjacent to the BUaCtory
for a distance of about 2miles along the east side of the canal.

It would pass Harefield Sewage Works and the Briertland Cement
Company works (in the chalk quarry on Church HBByoadwater Lane
would be crossed by a level crossing.

It would skirt Moorhall Farm and at Moorhall Roadwould be carried
over the railway by means of a bridge.

It would then pass through an arch of the viadyotvhich the GWGCJC
line passed over the canal to reach its terminukejunction with the
GWR Uxbridge and Denham Loop.

Railway 2 (about of a mile in length) would run from east of Denham
Station across a newly constructed viaduct (on gbeth side of the
existing one) to link up with railways 1 and 3.

Railway 3 would run for about just over’z miles from the Railway 1
terminus to Uxbridge. It would run parallel to tl@&VR loop from
Uxbridge to Denham using the space created whermiigeal second
track was taken up and sent to France during WW.1.

Total expected costs were £90,753 10s. It was etgeed¢hat BUAC
freight would generate over half the income of D08, which with
running costs of £5,000 would produce net reverid&@O00.

Keith then went into detailed objections to thepm®al which, except in
one case, concerned aspects and not the overalinsciMost objections
were made by the Uxbridge Rural District CouncilR@QC). They

included concern that the railway would isolate Hevage works by
blocking the effluent pipe from the village and tthiae Moorhall Road
bridge slopes would be too steep and the roaddoomw. A final concern
by British Portland Cement Company was that thievesi would block

foot path access for their employees and that tlevanterfere with

access to their works from the existing canal dock.

Motivated by the permanent loss of the BUAC freightffic to the canal
and GWR, the MRC objected to the whole scheme.

(contd.)
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They were determined that the GWR should not glagir tlost freight
income and they submitted a petition to the Pulblguiry which argued
that the proposed railway would fail economicalhddinancially. This
was however a ploy. The petition also stated theettdd Light Railway
would be ‘much improved’ with a link to the MRC Haw-Uxbridge
branch and proposed that if approval was obtaited Qrder should
contain a clause allowing the link to be built. §kvould guarantee the
MRC access to the Harefield Light Railway and théAE freight traffic.

The MRC successfully lobbied every organisatiorcépt the LD&LRC)
for this link line with the idea of a fast electliok from Harefield to
London and easier access to Uxbridge via a triamguhction with the
Harrow/Uxbridge branch.

The Public Inquiry considered the case for themayl. It was proposed
that if Railway 1 was proved profitable then raijwa and 3 would be
built. The LD&LRC were prepared to change theirngldao satisfy the
objections and the clause for the MRC triangulark lifrom the
Harrow/Uxbridge branch was included. The Publicuingrecommended
that the Harefield Light Railway be built. Duriniget autumn of 1922 the
agents and engineers worked successfully to resdiee various
objections. In December 1922 the Harefield Light\Ray Order 1922 (a
final draft) was published, complete with the MRkl The final
Harefield Light Railway Order 1923 was issued irbfeary of that year
and the LD&LRC were given five years to build tieel

In April 1924 the LD&LRC wrote to the MRC to asktiiey would object
to the rights, granted by the Order, being passed third party. Of
course there was no objection: the MRC had achigwvadaim. They had
permanently stopped the GWR getting the BUAC tcaffi

Why had the LD&LRC given up? Put simply it wouldope to be an
economic disaster. The Order required them to spgntb £90,000 to
construct the railway and get it working. If theatrgular link were built
the MRC could take most of any passenger traffat the BUAC freight.
The LD&LRC would be left with insufficient incomeotcover the
running costs, let alone recovering the costs efctipital invested.

The right to build the Harefield Light Railway exgd in February 1928.

By their enthusiastic lobbying the MRC had crea¢ggectation of rail
travel from Harefield to Central London. (contd.)

© Hillingdon Family History Society 24 September 2017



In 1927 Harefield Parish Council asked the MRéyt planned to build
their railway. The answer was no - increased rajilwsanstruction costs
meant it was not currently possible. In 1928 thenstw-be-combined
Uxbridge Urban and Rural District Councils alsceedri but the answer
was that the costs of railway building and lackdefvelopment in the
Harefield district ruled out future railway devetopnt. A final inquiry by

the Uxbridge Urban District Council in 1929 methvdlear refusal.

If built would it have been successful?

Keith thought it very unlikely as all light railwayin Britain have either
been closed or survive only as heritage lines. lnkany villages the
station would have been some three quarters ofl@walk up or down
the steep hill to the village and this would notdad®een relished. BUAC
closed down its Harefield Mills site in 1932.

The closure came at a time of economic depresbiairnthe lack of good
transport links must have played a part in theglewai

Keith expressed his belief that the motive behind@% actions against
the Harefield Light Railway was spite and not eqarmrationality. Their
actions help explain the exclusion of Harefieldnirthe suburbanisation
of north-west Middlesex. They owned no land in Haftd to sell to
developers and understood the lack of potentithéenarea for growth of
population and industry, making a railway unviable.

ATALK THE BATTLE OF BRITAIN
By John Symons

Those of us who live locally know well that righére in Uxbridge we
have a most important historical site; the Batfl®tain Bunker located
in what was RAF Uxbridge. Royal Air Force 11 Groups based there
when during the Second World War it was respondinie¢he air defence

of Southern England.
(contd.)
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Our speaker for our meeting on™3uly was Chris Wren a trustee of the
Friends of No. 11 Group who, in association witd ttondon Borough of
Hillingdon, is now responsible for the site. Chmsde the Group’s role
during the war the subject of his talk.

RAF Uxbridge opened in 1917 at the inception of Rwyal Air Force
which itself was formed from the Army’s Royal FlgitCorps and the
Royal Naval Air Service. In 1915 the government Hamlght the
Hilingdon House estate and Hilingdon House itsélécame the
operational base of the first RAF station in thardoy. The latter part of
the inter war period saw the growth of Hitler's doation in Germany
and as his territorial ambitions became apparenag deemed prudent to
construct an underground bunker within the RAF sitebe used for
control of the squadrons within the group. This kemwith its control
room is now preserved as a memorial to its rokb@Battle of Britain.

As those of us who have visited the bunker wiltitgghe descent from
ground level is by 76 steps. At the lowest levés she plotting room
which was used to display the number and positfaavailable aircraft in
each squadron in each of the seven sector statibae they were based.
One of these of course is right on our doorstegAF Rortholt and is the
only one of the stations still in active use tod@yerlooking the plotting
room behind a glass panel is the control room wtlikes Operations
Controllers would make their decisions about whiesources to deploy
and where.

Contrary to perceived wisdom, the majority of tireraft involved in the

Battle of Britain were not Spitfires but HurricangSor many years
however it was a replica Spitfire that was useduard the entrance to
RAF Uxbridge. This aircraft will be moved to a nguasition near the
Bunker when upgrading works are complete. Althotiggn Hurricanes

and Spitfires saw most of the action they were Ripented by Bristol

Blenheims and a few other types.

On the outbreak of war in September 1939 preparataready in place
were stepped up. By 1940 following the invasionhaf continent Hitler's
army faced us across the channel and OperatiohiBeathe invasion of
Britain, was being planned by Hitler. To achieves thir superiority was
required and the initial plan was to destroy tighter airfields.

(contd.)
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We had however at our disposal a new technologigrrand the network
of radar stations was used to advantage by detgmgnthe numbers and
location of incoming aircraft. The defence systerstalled by Air Chief
Marshall Hugh Dowding included this radar systenongl with
observations from the Royal Observer Corps anghelee links.

It was Winston Churchill who first called the updoip struggle ‘The
Battle of Britain’ in a speech to the House of Coom® following an
earlier visit to the Bunker but this was before thain event had really
started. The air battle proper was truly underwayiugust with attacks
on London and it culminated on 1%eptember with all British aircraft
airborne. Ultimately as we know despite heavy lssse both sides, the
Germans were unable to achieve the required aiersupgy and
Operation Sea Lion was deferred and then canceflenh Hitler went on
the offensive against Russia. Over 1,300 enemyadire/ere shot down
by squadrons controlled from RAF Uxbridge.

RAF Uxbridge continued as an operational base @iilO when the
remaining functions were transferred to RAF Northblmyself was a
frequent visitor to Hillingdon House in the 1970sdal980s when my
then employers, the Civil Aviation Authority, shdréacilities with the

RAF. This building has now been sold as part ofitinger redevelopment
of RAF Uxbridge but the Bunker will be separategvdloped further as a
museum with a new Visitor Centre. Ultimately it sl achieve its

deserved status as a major historical site.

This summary is necessarily a brief resume of ttadesand breadth of
Chris’s presentation which was liberally enhancath yphotographs of

the people, places and aircraft that told the stogymost visual way. We
are grateful to Chris Wren for giving us an evertmgemember.

(contd.)
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The existing entrance to the Bunker

(contd.)
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Artist’'s Impression of the New Visitor Centre
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FROM THE MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY
By Patricia Reynolds

Our membership total at the end of July
was about the same as it was a year ago.

As you will see below whilst we have had
one new member we have had nine
resignations from the society.

It is still our aim to increase the total number mémbers so please
encourage your friends and neighbours who may leaventerest in
family history to come along and join us — they nbaysurprised at what
they might discover.

The benefits of being a member of a Family Histogiety are many. In
the case of our society as a member you will recépur journals per
year in addition help and information is freely dafale in our weekly
research room (or monthly in Uxbridge Library).

We still offer a series of talks and other interegtattractions at our
monthly meetings. An added bonus is that we allenadw friends.

| hope all of you have had an enjoyable summer,dogssn’t it pass so
quickly!

WELCOME TO OUR NEW MEMBER

L49 Mrs. Caroline Leigh 6 Sullivan Close, Hayes,
Email: carolinelawes@hotmail.co| Middlesex. UB4 9EH
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RESIGNATIONS FROM THE S

OCIETY

B77 Mrs. Gloria Burrell

39 Newtown Road, New Denham
Uxbridge, Middlesex. UB9 4BE

C61 Mrs. Carol Coxwell

37 Newtown Road, New Denham,
Uxbridge, Middlesex. UB9 4BE

F30 Miss Rosemary Francis

4a Austins Lane, Ickenham
Middlesex. UB10 8RH

G16 Mrs. Beryl Graham
Email:
berylgraham37 @btinternet.com

5 Canterbury Close, Northwood,
Middlesex. HA6 3NB

L10 Mrs. Philippa Long

78 Hillside Road, Northwood,
Middlesex. HA6 1QB

L22 Mrs. Julie Lazou

6 Coach House Mews,
Gratwicke Road, Worthing,
West Sussex. BN11 4DQ

R49 Mr. Nathan Rooks

c/o 27 Ferndale Crescent, idgbr
Middlesex. UB8 2AX

T42 Mrs. Anne Townsend
Email:
anne.ezTownsend@hotmail.co.L

1 New Road, Ash Green,
Coventry, Warwickshire. CV7 9AS
1K

W86 Mrs. Helen Waugh
Email: jandh.waugh@xtra.co.NZ

PO Box 6022, Allenton,
Ashburton 7742, New Zealand

OBITUARY

Is with great sadness that we

report the death 8hApril 2017 of

DOROTHY MAY FARAHAR (F8). Dorothy, although havingved in

Suffolk for many years, was bor

nin Yiewsley.

Her contribution to our journal feature ‘Great Gaparents Survey’ can
be found on page 10 of journal No. 83 (Septemb8BR0

Dorothy was a member for many years and we sendanotolences to

her son Michael and family.
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RUISLIP, NORTHWOOD AND EASTCOTE
LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY
LECTURE PROGRAMME

Meetings are held on Mondays in St Martin's Chusdeti, High Street,
Ruislip at 8.15pm. For further information, pleas®ntact The
Programme Secretary on 01895 673299.

2017 Speaker

18" September | Henry Smith — 1% century | Lucy Lethbridge
businessman, moneylender,Historical author
and philanthropist

16" October AGM & 'The Lord Graham Goode
Chancellor's Wallpaper Ex. Palace of
Westminster Manager
20" November | Randall's of Uxbridge Sir John Randall
Randall's Dept. Store
18" December | Christmas Meeting R.N.E.L.H.S.
2018
15" January Women in medieval LondorProf. Caroline Baron
Medieval Researcher
19" February One Thames or two? Jon Cotton
The Archaeology of Archaeological
London's River Consultant
19" March History of Pinner Hill Jo Crocker
Estate: 500 years of changePinner L.H.S.
16" April Architecture of the London | Oliver Green
Underground Transport Author &
Lecturer
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2017 A.G.M. CHAIRMAN'’S REPORT
By lan Harvey

Good evening.

| have the privilege of chairing various AGMs andnderstand
that some members of the audience run a book oletiggh of
the Chairman’s speech. If this is happening tanitie speech
starts now.

| am pleased to report that is has once again leemry
successful year for the Society. We have enjoyedesreally
excellent speakers on a wide range of topics. Fdesident, the
eminent Michael Gandy, is giving a talk at the Mageting and
this is not to be missed. He is an outstandincalsgre and
genealogist.

We are still looking for a replacement for Judithinvite our
speakers. If someone can rise to this not toacdiffchallenge,
please see a member of the committee.

| should like to thank John, Joy, Pat, Charlesl, @ian, Valerie
and Doug for their time and devotion to the Soci€fyey put a
lot of hours in on your behalf.

In conclusion, it has been a good year and | hdpevé thanked
everyone who made it so. If | haven't then my apg®s —
please accept this blanket “thank you” covering wtlu | am

confident that we will have another successful yesal| family
history society and | look forward to seeing yowat meetings.
Thank you,

lan
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2017 A.G.M. TREASURER’S REPORT
By Charles Hampshire BA, MBA, CPFA

The accounts for 2016 show a healthy surplus oB£8%1 an increased
bank balance.

This is due entirely to donations of £1,242, of evhE716 was given in
memory of Lesley Adams. We are extremely grateduait our donors
and especially this year to Doug Adams. Withouthsdonations, the
Society would have suffered a deficit of £413.

Membership fees covered 59% of the year's expemséthe Committee

again sought to minimise expenditure by reducingn@dtee meetings,

moving some research to Uxbridge Library (both sgwient), reducing

expenditure on speakers and Pat’s judicious bugfrgpstage stamps for
the year before the price rise. Income from Gitiokstall also helped to
boost our income. I'd like to thank all the Commétand especially John
who does most of the banking of money for me.

Our assets, the computers, are now old and fullyretgated in the
accounts.

We are a small society but with an excellent progre of meetings and
an unrivalled research room.

Your Committee will continue to review the financmosition to ensure
continuity in the coming year.

AGM attendees were invited to ask any questiongh@enaccounts but
there were none.
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HILLINGDON FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY

The 30th Annual General Meeting to be held at p.39. on
Thursday 15" March 2018at Hillingdon Park Baptist Church,
Hercies Road, Hillingdon, Middlesex
Agenda

Apologies for absence

Minutes of the 29th Annual General Meeting held Bimursday 17
March 2016 at Hillingdon Park Baptist Church, HescRoad

Matters arising

Chairman’s Report

Treasurer’'s Report

Election of Officers:

President

Chairman

Vice-Chairman (joint)

Administrative Secretary

Treasurer

Executive Committee (maximum 15 members)
The following are proposed:

Patricia Reynolds, Alan Rowland, Valerie Fitch &uRpas Adams
Appointment of Auditor

Any other business

Nominations for the above should be with the Adstiative Secretary,
Gill May by 20" February 2018.
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HILLINGDON FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY

Minutes of the 28 A.G.M. held onThursday 16" March 2017
at Hillingdon Park Baptist Church, Hercies Roadlikidon, Middlesex

Apologies for absence from Barbara Nield.

Minutes of the 28 A.G.M. held at Hillingdon Park Baptist Church,
Hercies Road, Hillingdon on Thursday ™ ®arch 2016. proposed by
John Symons and seconded by Judith Baker: Accepted

There were no matters arising.

The Chairman’s report (see September 2017 joumaly read and
accepted.

The Hon. Treasurer presented the Annual Accourtss& will be printed
in the September journal. Charles was thanked pfoduction of the
accounts and acceptance was proposed by John Symdrseconded by
Jenny Mundy.

The following Officers were elected:

President : Michael Gandy

Chairman : lan Harvey
Vice-Chairman (joint) John Symons & Joy Higgs
Administrative Secretary : Gill May

Treasurer : Charles Hampshire

All the above were proposed and seconded by RogereH

A vote of thanks was expressed to Michael Gandyctortinuing to be
our President.

The following, together with the above, were eldcte the Executive
committee:

Patricia Reynolds; Valerie Fitch; Alan Rowland;ugtas Adams.

All the committee were unanimously proposed by Rogewe and
seconded by John Symons.

Appointment of Auditor : Julie Ross-Smith. Julied®-Smith carried out
the audit for this year. It was agreed that shé lval appointed Auditor
going forward. This was proposed by Jenny Mundy.

Any other business: None.
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RESEARCH BY HILLINGDON FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY

? \

The society undertakes a limited amount of invesitign on behalf of
members and others.

Local investigations involving the London BoroughHbllingdon and its
nine ancient parishes will generally be restridtethe sources detailed in
‘Family History in Hillingdon’ published by the smty (at present in the
process of being updated and revised).

In addition we can extend searches using the LonEletropolitan
Archives and the National Archives at Kew and othendon record
offices.

We can also carry out national investigations ewibtathe whole of the
U.K. as well as other countries worldwide.

The society charges members £5.00 per hour foupwgsuch enquiries
(£E10.00 per hour for non-members), plus the costawy expenses
necessarily incurred such as copying, postage etc.

Those who want to make use of this service shoeldpecific as to their
requirements and should indicate clearly the upipat of expenditure
they are willing to incur. It must be appreciatéattin some cases an
investigation may not produce any results or magultein a negative
answer, in these cases a charge will still havzetmade.

Please contact the Membership Secretary or enaisdleiety, see back
cover for contact information.
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HELP LINE  BRICK WALLS DEMOLISHED?

In this part of the journal we advertise pleaspfrmembers and non-
members, for information and assistance. If youehaecome “stuck” on
some part of your family tree but believe that émswer may lie here in
our corner of Middlesex, our local knowledge mayabé to help.

Members may advertise at no cost, but a charge dbEeach entry is
made for non-members. Send your queries (with @ashrspecific detail
as possible please), together with payment, tong@bership secretary:-

Mrs Patricia Reynolds,

20 Lilac Place,Yiewsley, West Drayton,
Middlesex UB7 8LR.
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DONCASTER & DISTRICT F.H.S.

For all our members anywhere near Doncaster thedtiailed below
may well be worth a visit.
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PBN PUBLICATIONS
(Established 1988)

WE SPECIALISE IN TRANSCRIBING, INDEXING & PUBLISHIN G
ALL TYPES OF SUSSEX MATERIAL FOR FAMILY HISTORIANS

PRE-1841 CENSUS RETURNS PARISH REGISTERS

1841 CENSUS RETURNS POLL BOOKS & DIECTORIES
MILITIA LISTS CREW LISTS

GAOL RECORDS MONUMENTAL INSCRIPTIONS
POPULATION SURVEYS QUARTER SESSIONSRECORDS

59 PUBLICATIONS AVAILABLE ON CD OR AS BOOK/FICHE
PARISHES COVERED IN OUR PUBLICATIONS

ALCISTON: ALFRISTON: ARLINGTON: ASHBURNHAM: BA RCOMBE:
BATTLE: BEDDINGHAM: BERWICK: BEXHILL: BISHOPSTONE:
BLACHINGTON: BRIGHTLING: BRIGHTON: BURWASH:
BUXTED: CATSFIELD: CHAILEY: CHALVINGTON: CHID DINGLY:
CROWHURST: DALLINGTON: DENTON: DITCHLING: EASTBOURN E:
EAST CHILTINGTON: EAST DEAN: EAST GRINSTEAD: EAST
HOATHLY: ETCHINGHAM: EWHURST: FAIRLIGHT: FLETCHING:
FOLKINGTON: FRAMFIELD: FRANT: FRISTON: GLYNDE: GUES TLING:
HAILSHAM:  HAMSEY: HARTFIELD: HASTINGS: HEIGHTON:
HELLINGLY: HERSTMONCEUX: HOLLINGTON: HOOE: HORSTED
KEYNES: ISFIELD: JEVINGTON: LAMBERHURST . LAUGHTON:
LEWES: LINDFIELD: LITLINGTON: LITTLE HORSTED: LULLI NGTON:
MARESFIELD: MAYFIELD: MOUNTFIELD: NEWHAVEN: NEWICK:
NINFIELD: ORE: PENHURST: PETT: PEVENSEY: PLUMPTON :
RINGMER: RIPE: ROTHERFIELD: ROTTINGDEAN: SEA FORD:
SEDLESCOMBE: SELMESTON: SOUTH MALLING: STANMER: STR EAT:
TARRING: TICEHURST: UCKFIELD: WADHURST: WALDRON:
WARTLING: WEST DEAN: WESTFIELD: WEST FIRLE: WESTHAM
WESTMESTON: WHATLINGTON:  WILLINGDON:  WILMINGTON:
WITHYHAM: WIVELSFIELD.

FOR FULL DETAILS SEE OUR WEBSITE:

www.pbnpublications.com

OR SEND S.A.E. TO: PBN PUBLICATIONS,
24 THE AVENUE, ICKENHAM, MIDDLESEX UB10 8NP
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HILLINGDON FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY PUBLICATIONS

Please note that prices are in pounds (£) sterlingnd EXCLUDE

postage and packing (see below).

THESE RECORDS ARE AVAILABLE ON CD — ROM Cost
St. Giles’ Church, Ickenham. Parish Registers. Bapg 1538-1877 5.50
St. Giles’ Church, Ickenham. Parish Registers. &siri 1538-1877 5.50
St. Giles’ Church, Ickenham. Parish Registers. Mgas 1558—-1841 5.50
St. Mary’s Church, Harefield, Middlesex. Monumeritedcriptions. 5.50
St. Laurence Church, Cowley, Middlesex. Monumekmstriptions. 5.50
Holy Trinity Church, Northwood, Middx. Monumentaidcriptions. 5.50
St. Martin’s Church, West Drayton, Middx. Monumdritescriptions. 5.50
The Church School, Ickenham, Middx. Pupils & TeasH&73-1929 5.5(
St. John’s Church, Hillingdon, Middx. Burials 131924 5.50
THESE RECORDS ARE AVAILABLE AS FICHE SETS
St. Giles’ Church, Ickenham. Parish Registers. Bapg 1538-1877 (set of 4) 4.00
St. Giles’ Church, Ickenham. Parish Registers. &siri 1538—-1877 (set of 2) 2.00
St. Giles’ Church, Ickenham. Parish Registers. Mgas 1558—-1841 (set of 1) 1.00
St. Mary’s Church, Harefield, Middlesex. Monumentadcriptions. (set of 3) 3.00
St. Laurence Church, Cowley, Middlesex. Monumelmtsdriptions. (set of 2) 2.00
Holy Trinity Church, Northwood, Middx. Monumentaidcriptions. (set of 2) 2.00
St. Martin’s Church, West Drayton, Middx. Monumédritescriptions. (set of 1) 1.00
The Church School, Ickenham, Middx. Pupils & TeasH873-1929 (set of 2 2.00
Middlesex Sessions Records (Hillingdon Extracts) (set of 2) 2.00
Please add postage and packaging as follows:

For each setof fiche..........ooooviiiiiiicemee e, £1.00

For each CD-ROM to UK address............uvvvieiiinennennn. £1.00

For airmail to overseas addresses.....Email Mrd/&y. for costs.

Cheques should be in pounds STERLING, crossed Af@e and made

payable to Hillingdon Family History Society.

The publications can be obtained from the PubbcetiOfficer:
Mrs. Gill May, 20 Moreland Drive, Gerrards Crossidis SL9 8BB
Telephone:01753 885602 Email:gillmay20@btinternet.com

or alternatively visit these on—-line bookshops:
www.parishchest.com and www.genfair.com
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Hillingdon Park Baptist Church, 25 Hercies Road|ifjdon
(car park at rear of church accessed from Auriové&)r

There is also a public car park on the eastern@ideong Lane (access
between the Co-op & the Chinese take away restguoarvia the exit

slip road off the A40 from London). The nearest .L.Station is

Hillingdon and there is a U2 bus stop on HercieadRoutside the
Church. Please note that the main entrance to hinec@ is on the side of
the Church. Our Research Room is on thédbor.

It is open one morning each week (Friday) and atnsonthly meetings.
On the first Saturday of each month our researdsice is held in
Uxbridge Library (& floor). A bulletin issued at every monthly meeting
gives the opening dates of the Research Room. dbiet$ does not meet
or open the Research Room during August.
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London Borough of Hillingdon GEATER LONDON

Nine ancient Middlesex parishes
were incorporated into the new
London Borough of Hillingdon :
Cowley, Harefield, Harlington,
Harmondsworth, Hayes, Hillingdon,

Ickenham, Ruislip and West Drayton

The original records and registers
for these parishes are now kept at:
London Metropolitan Archives,

40 Northampton Road, Clerkenwell
London. EC1R OHB

Hillingdon today embraces a mixture of Greater Lonan suburbs, ancient
and modern, large and small, each with its own disictive identity.
Heathrow Airport lies at the Southern end of the boough. Other localities in
the Borough include Colham Green, Eastcote, Longfal, Northwood, Ruislip
Manor, Sipson, South Ruislip, Uxbridge, Yeading andiewsley.

IF UNDELIVERED PLEASE RETURN TO:
Patricia Reynolds, 20 Lilac Place, Yiewey, West Drayton, Middlesex. UB7 SLH
U.K.




