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              Editor’s Message by Jane Griffin  
 

Welcome to the March Edition of The Cedar Log. Our first monthly 

meeting face to face in twelve months, was held on the 6th February 2021 

at The Players Theatre in Ballina. It was a wonderful occasion, over 30 

members enjoyed the presentations on Documenting Your Family History. 

Our speakers were Dawn Lotty, Leigh Wilson, Jackie Chalmers and Robyn 

Hilan. A wealth of knowledge and different approaches for documenting 

was shared by these presenters. 

 

This year will bring some exciting changes to the Marie Hart Library, 

upgrading our computers, new research subscriptions available online and 

the cataloguing of our existing resources. The committee will be needing 

volunteers to help with some of these projects and we look forward to 

hearing from you. 

 

I would like to thank the committee for the dedication and guidance 

through the last year. They have worked tirelessly to ensure that the 

Richmond Tweed Family History Society continue its work by working on 

our greatest asset The Marie Hart Library, remaining in contact with 

society members, reaching out via Zoom meetings and gathering those that 

could attend our Christmas Party in December. 

 

However, on a personal note I am unable to continue as Editor of the 

journal, this role will be filled by Carmel Crosby. I would like to thank the 

committee and the past and present editorial team for your support. I wish 

the future editorial team every success and hope the RTFHS members 

continue their support by contributing articles for publication. 

 

The current Editorial team would like to personally thank these members 

who contributed their stories over the last five journals: Judy Cosgrove, Jan 

Connor, Jane Griffin, Bonnie Bennett, Don Howell, Christine Reeves, 

Jackie Chalmers, Carmel Crosby Jan Ousby and Leonie Oliver 

 

Happy researching in 2021, 

Jane Griffin 
Editor 

 

http://www.rtfhs.org.au/
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   By Kerrie Alexander 

It is with sadness that I announce that Judy Riley passed away peacefully 

early December 2020. Judy Member No. (71). Judy had not been a member 

for the past few years but until that time she had been a Duty Officer at our 

Library and some years ago had worked on projects for the Society. She 

will be missed by her family and her friends.   

Meryl Broadley adds:  

Although I knew Judy Riley for several years it was only to exchange 

greetings at our Saturday Family History meetings until the day we 

discovered we were related!  

I was sharing in a presentation one Saturday afternoon and when I 

mentioned a forebear, my great great grandfather, John Ackroyd, Judy 

reacted and said, ‘John Ackroyd was my great grandfather!’ I thought that 

it wasn’t such an uncommon name but we agreed to compare our family 

trees the following month. 

Sure enough it was the same John Ackroyd who had sailed to Australia 

from Yorkshire in 1841, as a bounty immigrant, with his wife and four 

children, three daughters and one son. After arriving in Australia, he and 

his wife, Hannah, produced five more daughters. Judy and I were 

descended from two sisters, Sarah and Catherine. Sarah, my ancestor was 

the oldest child and over the years an extra generation slipped into my 

ancestry.  

We weren’t sure what kind of relations that made us but Judy often told 

people with pride that we were distant cousins.  

 

VALE 

http://www.rtfhs.org.au/
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  By Jim Connor (father in law of Jan Connor) 

We had been digging our own graves for the past nine months we had been 

at it, slogging away, at the direction of our captors, constructing tunnels in 

the hills of Johore, so that should our troops decide to invade Malaya, we 

and all the mob at Changi would be herded into these tunnels and 

entombed. A short distance up the road another group were employed 

digging a hole about half the size of a football field and two and a half 

metres deep. But it hadn’t happened. A few days after the official surrender 

by Japan, Yamashita, the Tiger of Malaya, had finally decided to follow the 

direction of his superiors and bow his neck to the inevitable, now we were 

on our way home to Changi. 

Having arrived at that haven, we stood around in the blazing sun between 

the twin walls of Changi prison whilst some officious Pommy wallah, 

counted and signed for the bodies, which was us. He must have 

done this in triplicate for it took about two hours. By this we 
knew with great assurance that we were back under our own army 

command. 

For three years and ten months I had been a prisoner, a month longer than 

my mates as I had been taken prisoner in the fighting, whereas my mates 

had been surrendered at the fall of Singapore. Now it was all over. Now it 

would be interesting to find out who had survived and who had fallen by 

the wayside. But I wasn’t to find out yet. We were taken into the jail and 

marched into a communal cell. I sank to the floor and went to sleep. I was 

six stone and worn out. In the nine months we had been in this small camp 

we had only had one half day off work, I went to sleep and I slept for thirty 

six hours. When I awoke, I found myself surrounded by gibbering 

Dutchmen.  

A PRISONER OF HOPE 

http://www.rtfhs.org.au/
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Thoughts of hell flashed through my semi-consciousness and then I saw the 

grinning face of one of my old mates, whom I had left behind nine months 

ago. 

‘Time to wake up Jazza,’ he said and helped me to my feet. ‘I’ve come to 

take you to re-join what’s left of the unit.’ He took me outside the jail to 

one of the huts which made up Changi Camp and I met again some of my 

mates and we sat around and rejoiced together and celebrated our survival. 

We talked about friends who hadn’t made it and swapped what little 

information we had and speculated where some of the rest of our troop 

might be, but we didn’t mention going home. It appears to me now that 

although the hope of surviving the war and returning home was so strong 

within us that it enabled some of us to surmount almost impossible odds 

and live, now that we were well on our way to achieving our goal a strange 

reluctance to enter into our heritage came upon us. It did me anyway. 

When the hope I had been locked into was no longer operative I was lost.  

Shortly, after re-joining my unit I went down with a dose of Malaria. I had 

had many attacks of fever as a prisoner but this was the first camp I had 

been in where it was possible to have a diagnosis made as to what 

particular brand of fever it actually was. It turned out to be Malaria B.T.I 

felt really crook and was admitted to hospital. This turned out to be just 

another hut with the usual wooden floors to lie on, (I had to supply my own 

rice bag as bedding,) but it made it easier to administer medication which 

had arrived via an air drop and the doctors were able to check us from day 

to day. Some of Linger Longer Louis Mountbatten’s troop from India were 

now in the area and a huge screen had been set up to show moving pictures. 

I remember that first picture. It was “THOUSANDS CHEER” and starred 

Katherine Grayson, a new name for us. 

We saw white women for the first time in four years. A concert party of 

girls called FANYS which intriguing initials stood for Field and Nursing 

Yeomanry appeared on the scene. They must have been very caring girls 

for I remember that when they came out on the stage and were subjected to 

the full massed view of emaciated youth, which was us, they broke down 

http://www.rtfhs.org.au/
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and howled but in the true tradition of British Yeomen they re-adjusted and 

the show went on. 

We had a brief visit from a small group of British nurses. A few of us were 

standing by the showers which were out in the open. The showers were 

only turned on for half an hour morning and evening. As we were standing 

there talking the gong which accompanied the turning on of the water 

sounded out and naked men unaware that ladies might be present came 

streaming out of the huts, their skeletonised outlines presenting to the 

nurses the ravages that our captivity had wrought on us. We who were 

talking to them and protected by our G strings thought this was funny but 

were somewhat dismayed when they too were reduced to tears. It was a 

problem for us. Why did all these gentle people break down just because 

they looked at us? We hoped the nurses might stay to look after us but it 

was only a fleeting visit. 

I was feeling better now and I felt that I could put up with this treatment for 

a long time, especially as the food was improving. Bully beef was being 

added to the rice and a little tinned fruit was being introduced.  

But then the blow fell! 

The R.S.M. of the hospital unit I was now attached to announced that a 

hospital boat was about to dock in Singapore and all hospital patients were 

to be transferred abroad for passage home… There was no cheering, only 

blank looks of dismay. Each man was asking himself, how do I deal with 

this situation? My immediate thought was I have got to get out of this.How 

could I possibly go home? I wasn’t ready for this. I thought about my wife 

Norma. We had been married on final leave, which meant we had had five 

days together. How did she feel about me now? I hadn’t had a letter for two 

years and that had been written twelve months previously. What did she 

look like? Would we even recognise each other? How would I fit back 

again into her world? What if I couldn’t perform as a husband should? 

After all the doctors had repeatedly stressed this as they had urged us to eat 

hibiscus leaves, rotten, hairy, slimy things that they were. Besides I was a 

different person. No one could go through the experiences I had and not be 

changed. Would our relationship be able to sustain the differences the war 

http://www.rtfhs.org.au/
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had brought about? She herself must have suffered terribly. After all, I 

always knew I was alive but she didn’t, how would that have affected her 

outlook on life? 

Then there was the rest of Australia. We were the failures. We of the 

Eighth Division. We had fought and been defeated by a bunch of little 

yellow bellies. What did that make us? Certainly not big, brave bronzed 

Anzacs. Bronzed we were but we got that as slaves of the sons of heaven. 

Then there were great gaps in our ranks and people would be asking, Do 

you know what happened to our Danny? Or my Fred, and if we did know 

would we be able to tell them? 

As I thought these things through I decided to take some delaying action I 

sought out the orderly corporal and told him I didn’t wish to be on the draft 

home. He looked at me and said,  

‘Are you NX10792 Gunner Connor J S? I replied ‘yes’. He went on 

‘You will be moving out at 0900 tomorrow morning to join the ambulance 

convoy, Get it?’. 

 No sympathy there so I decided on another tack. I went back to my 

bedspace and put on my best G. string. Ignoring all orders I went to the 

officer’s quarters and found my troop commander who was still around. 

‘Uncle’, I said, ‘This hospital mob has got me on a draft to go home on the 

hospital boat tomorrow and I’m not ready to go’. He looked me up and 

down and said, ‘Don’t worry Jazza, they’ll get you some clothes before you 

get home’. He still had a sense of humour I said, ‘It’s not the clothes I’m 

worried about, It’s me’. He looked me in the eyes and said, 

 ‘Look Jazza someone has to go home. And I can’t think of a bloke 

in the troop who is better equipped to do it than you. See you back in 

AUSSIE.’ 

So next morning at 0900 hours I fronted up to convoy. A pitifully few 

members of the old Charlie troop (most of the troop had perished in 

Borneo, only we didn’t know that then) had come to see me off. As I 

waved them goodbye from my seat in the ambulance I was filled with a 

http://www.rtfhs.org.au/
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terrible feeling. It was as if I were going through a re-birthing. I was being 

wrenched from the womb of my group into an alien world and it hurt like 

hell. What would happen to me? Could I survive on my own? 

We arrived at the docks and there she was. ‘THE ORANJE’ No wartime 

drab grey for this vessel, White! With a great Red Cross on its sides and 

funnel. I advanced in my turn to the foot of the gangway. The cot cases 

were being slung aboard on stretchers, but I was part of the walking 

wounded so there was the gangway trek for me. It was a terribly long 

gangway and as I gazed up the slope, I felt a spasm of weakness come over 

me and I doubted my ability to make it. As I stood hesitating, at the foot, 

there was a sudden flurry of movement down the gangway I was reluctant 

to take. A buxom young Kiwi nurse came to me and as I looked at her face 

I could see tears rolling down her cheeks. She put her arm around my waist 

hauled my arm around her neck and in a choking sort of way she said,  

 ‘Come on soldier you’re going home.’ 

That was my debriefing, my psychotherapy. Soldier? Me? Of course, I was 

a soldier. I had landed at these very docks four and a half years ago. I had 

fought my battles, both the bloody one and the humiliating and debilitating 

one and I had survived. As the nurse helped me into a pair of pyjamas and 

put some slippers on my feet, I remembered the words of St Paul written so 

long ago, and now abideth Faith, Hope and Love. The greatest of these is 

Love.. Faith and Hope had brought me through to Love which was being 

given expression and meaning through women’s tears and tenderness. In 

that climate I could find strength to go home.  
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ByJimConnor (Jan Connor’s husband) 

In April 2020, my husband sent out a story to the local Men’s 

Shed to mark ANZAC Day. The story was written by Jim Connor 

his father, about his experience of the end of WW11, regarding 

his transfer back to Australia from Changi Prison, Singapore. 

One of the men asked, ‘was Norma, his wife waiting for Jim when he 

returned?’. We knew she was waiting, along with his mother and father, 

because we have photos of the occasion.  That brought up the question, 

where did they meet?  

Not one of us knew.  

We did know he had arrived on a hospital ship the “Oranje” on September 

28th, 1945.  

Google took us to Trove and The Sydney Morning Herald. There we found 

a small announcement, saying that wharf 18 Darling Harbour, would be 

closed and the soldiers would be taken by bus or ambulance to Concord 

Hospital. Please meet your men there. 

A closer look at our photo, shows Jim and Norma in the cafeteria of the 

hospital.  

 

 

 

 

 

Bringing Home Jim Connor 
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We recently drove past the hospital and could see the same windows at the 

end of one of the old buildings.  

Jim came home a sick and fearful man, Norma gently cared for him and 

nursed him back to health. Jim and Norma spent many years working on a 

vegetable farm on the Central Coast, as it afforded the quite life Jim 

needed. They raised three children 

In later years Norma suffered from 

Dementia and Jim cared for her 

every need, until her death. He then 

learnt to use a computer and wrote 

many stories about his life and war 

experiences. Some of them are 

confronting.                                                                                                         

He published a book “A funny 

thing happened on the way to the 

nursing home.” A Carers guide, for 

other people living with a person with Dementia. The book is still used 

today for training carers. 
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                                            Contributed by Leonie Oliver 

                            Sgt. Paul Jasper    

I think it is fair to say that most members of the RTFHS have their roots in 

the Kingdom, but some of us also have ancestors from other parts of 

Europe. They may be from Greece, Italy, France or Spain, but mine were 

from the current day Germany. The unification of Germany occurred in 

January 1871. Before this it was a collection of loosely aligned Duchies 

and Kingdoms. 

When my great great grandfather Johann Joachim Elies Jasper emigrated 

from Teutendorf Moor in the Duchy of Mecklenburg-Schwerin in October 

1857, he left behind his parents, an older brother and four younger sisters. 

In my research of my German family, I have found several relatives who 

fought in World War One. They were either wounded, missing presumed 

dead, or killed in action. There are also at least three I have found so far, 

who fought in the German Army in World War Two, all killed in action.  

Johann Joachim Elies Jasper’s older brother, Johann Friedrich Heinrich, 

(known as Fritz,) moved from Teutendorf Moor to nearby Marlow for work 

and remained there until his death in 1896. Fritz married three times and 

had a total of six children, only two survived into their teens. 

One of these, Paul Karl Friedrich Emil Jasper, (known as Paul) born in 

1880, became a signwriter and moved to Ludwigshafen in Mannheim, 

Baden-Wurttemburg, sometime after 1895 and before 1900 as he was not 

recorded in the Mecklenburg census for that year. The other child, Paul’s 

brother, Ludwig Karl Friedrich Jasper, disappeared from the Mecklenburg 

‘ENEMIES IN THE FAMILY!’ 
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records after his confirmation in 1888 and so far I have been unable to trace 

him. 

Paul, married a Catholic girl in Mannheim and had several children, one of 

whom was also named Paul-Karl Jasper, born in 1906. Because the 

children were most likely baptized as Catholic rather than Lutheran, I can 

find no record of them, other than in Mannheim Address Books. There 

were only two families in Mannheim called Jasper in the early 1900’s, the 

other being much older immigrants with no children. There are several 

Jaspers who appear in the Address Books from 1935 until 1955 who are 

also sign writers, so they likely belong to Paul senior. 

However, Paul (junior) became a Draughtsman, and I know of him through 

the Civil Death Records for Germany, and the Wehrmacht Index Cards 

relating to soldiers whom died fighting for Germany. He is listed in the 

Mannheim Address Books until his death. 

Paul, joined the 6th Police Armoured Infantry Regiment. After initial 

training at the Police Military Training Battalion in Iglau, he was promoted 

to Sergeant. He was sent to Sverdlovsk, Russia, now in Ukraine, where the 

German frontline was established in early February 1943. 

He was seriously injured, suffering multiple injuries from grenade splinters 

in the back and left side of his chest. He died as result of his injuries on 6 

February, 1843 in the Army Field Hospital. 

He was buried in the Hero-Cemetery at Sverdlovsk, Ukraine. (Row 8, 

Grave 9 from the left). 

On one of the Index Cards it has ‘Died at Sswerdlowsk 60km south, south 

east of Woroschilowgrad’ (now called Luhansk). This information was 

enough for me to rule out the other Sverdlovsk in Russia at the time. This 

had returned to its previous- Soviet era name of Yekaterinburg. 

Paul Jasper was my second cousin twice removed. 

http://www.rtfhs.org.au/
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As well as Paul, other relatives who died fighting for Germany in World 

War Two who I have found so far include Gunther Jurgen Wolfgang 

Gutschow, (5th cousin once removed) who died 10 May, 1942 in Russia 

near Leningrad (St Petersburg), and Werner Franz Wilhelm Knoop, (3rd 

cousin twice removed) who died on 18 July, 1844 in Obydow, Austria 

(now part of Lviv-Oblast, in Ukraine). 

I have also found another relative who died as a civilian in the bombing of 

Hamburg. 

  Civilian Erika Anne Marie Warnk 

Erika Warnk, was an 18 year old Laboratory Assistant who was at home 

when she died from suffocation just after 1 am during the bombing on 28 

July 1943, according to the Police report. 

The Allied bombing of Hamburg during World War Two included 

numerous attacks on civilians and civic infrastructure. As a large city and 

industrial centre, Hamburg’s shipyards, U-boat pens, and the Hamburg-

Harrburg area oil refineries were attacked throughout the year. 

As part of a sustained campaign of strategic bombing, the attack during the 

last week of July 1943, code named Operation Gomorral, created one of the 

largest firestorms raised by the Royal Air Force and United States Army 

Air Forces in World War Two. It killed an estimated 58,000 civilians and 

wounded 180,000 more in Hamburg, and virtually destroyed most of the 

city. (1) 

It began with tens of thousands of strips of aluminium paper being 

launched from planes, creating a snowstorm of reflected radar signals and 

effectively blinding the German defences. Then the first of more than 720 

heavily laden bombers arrived over the tightly packed worker’s apartments 

in the east of the city.  

http://www.rtfhs.org.au/
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A mix of high explosives and incendiaries was used as it had proven to be 

the most destructive combination. The big bombs blocked roads, shattered 

water mains and, crucially, blew out windows and rooves. Then thousands 

of incendiaries could start fires to cause intensive destruction. In the next 

few hours, a new word was added to the dictionary of war = firestorm 

(feuerstorm). 

Before the development of the firestorm in Hamburg, there had been no 

rain for some time and everything was very dry. The unusually warm dry 

weather also created a vortex and whirling updraft of super-heated air. 

When the highly concentrated bombing occurred these conditions 

combined to create a 460 metre high tornedo of fire to occur.  

The air became so thin that many people died from suffocation, along with 

those burned or injured by debris.  

Operation Gomorrah, ran until 3 August 1943 and involved six major raids. 

The resulting damage to the city of Hamburg and its residents is said to be 

akin to what happened to Nagasaki. (2) 

Erika Anne Marie Warnk was my fifth cousin once removed. 

1. Wikipaedia. 

2. Operation Gomorrah: Firestorm created ‘Germany’s 

Nagasaki’ By Grieg Watson, BBC News, Published 1 

August 2018. This is an excellent online account and 

includes photos. 
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A reminder to members that membership fees are now due – $35 single 

and $45 joint Unfortunately, if you are unfinancial after 31 March 2021 

no further journals will be sent to you. If you have overlooked your 

renewal please make prompt payment so you can continue to read the 

news in The Cedar Log. Don’t forget to sign the Privacy Statement on 

the back of your renewal form before handing it in. This is now a 

requirement. 

Payment options for renewal are as follows:  

 The next meeting  

 The Marie Hart Library 

  Direct Debit (see details on form and please 

include name)  

 Post a cheque to: PO Box 817, Ballina NSW 

2478.  

 

 

                      Thanks to Ballina RSL Club  

 

The Society acknowledges a grant of $1,000 from the Ballina 

RSL Club to assist with the publication costs for the 2021 

journal. Their continued support is greatly appreciated.  

    
 

 

 

 

 

       ARE YOU FINANCIAL 2021? 
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By Carmel Crosby 

I was prompted to look into the war 

history of my two second cousins, 

Ralph and Gerald DOWLING born 

in 1917 and 1919 respectively, as I 

was contacted by Sue Trewartha 

from "The Descendants of the Rats 

of Tobruk Association" in 2020.  

The 80th anniversary of the Siege of 

Tobruk is in 2021 and they are 

making digital tributes to the Rats. 

They are trying to verify whether 

those on the Association’s 

unconfirmed list were definitely 

Rats of Tobruk, which is why Sue 

contacted me.  

 

Photo: Gerald DOWLING (L) and Lieutenant Ralph DOWLING (R) taken     

somewhere in the Middle East, 1941-1942.  

I had always known that my father’s two cousins had been killed in the 

Middle East in World War Two. Using Ancestry.com, I managed to locate 

a nephew of Ralph and Gerald, who provided me with photos and 

information about the family. 

It turns out that the main way to prove if someone was actually at the Siege 

of Tobruk, is to obtain their Service Record from the National Archives of 

   Brave Brothers from Orroroo 
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Australia https://www.naa.gov.au/ and see if the unit they were in at the 

time was indeed one of the units in Tobruk between 10 Apr 1941 – 27 Nov 

1941.  

I purchased my cousins’ service records from the National Archives of 

Australia and passed them onto Sue at the Descendants Association. She 

kindly examined the units and times where they served in 1941 and was 

sad to inform me that they had not been in Tobruk during the Siege.  

The Service Records have their enlistment photos and show that Ralph was 

six foot three inches (190.5cm) and Gerald was six foot (183cm). Tall lads! 

It also reports on their illnesses, which gives an insight into what they 

endured besides the actual fighting. Ralph had German Measles in 

Australia, not long after he enlisted. He later had Sandfly Fever in the 

Middle East, caused by a virus transmitted by sandflies. On another 

occasion, the diarrhoea he had must have been severe as he was admitted to 

hospital. Gerald got off more lightly as he only had infectious Hepatitis! 

The brothers had attended the Orroroo School in rural South Australia and 

then Sacred Heart College in Adelaide. I found a book in the Marie Hart 

Library in Ballina about the Orroroo School, which had photos and 

information about their primary school years and also that of their siblings. 

Gerald’s occupation was ‘Barman’ on enlistment. He probably worked for 

his father, who was listed as a licenced victualler on the 1939 electoral roll.  

The brothers enlisted together in July 1940. Perhaps Ralph went to keep an 

eye on his younger brother, Gerald. Nine months later, in April 1941, they 

embarked together to the Middle East from Sydney on the SS Ile de 

France. During 1941, they were mainly involved in training, either being 

trained or as an instructor. Gerald was in various units including the 2/3rd 

Machine Gun Battalion. He joined the 2/43rd Battalion in November 1941. 

He advanced to Acting Corporal, not long before he was killed. Ralph was 

a Lieutenant and joined the 2/43rd Battalion a month after his brother. 
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 In 1942, Ralph and Gerald were in the battles at El Alamein, Egypt. The 

Australian War Memorial website states that ‘the Australian 9th Division 

played a key role in two of these battles, enhancing its reputation earned 

defending Tobruk during 1941. Between July and November 1942, the 

Australian 9th Division suffered almost 6,000 casualties. Although the 

price was fearfully high, they had without doubt played a crucial role in 

ensuring an Allied victory in North Africa’. 

Sadly, Ralph was killed during the first battle on 17 July, 1942 and Gerald 

during the second battle on 1 November, 1942. They are buried in the El 

Alamein War Cemetery. It is hard to imagine the pain the family back 

home went through on news of the death of not one but two of their 

strapping young sons and brothers. A third son, Dr Don Dowling, had 

already enlisted and served with the RAAF in the Northern Territory and 

Borneo. Fortunately, he made it home at war’s end. The youngest son, 

Bryan, was not permitted by his parents to join up when he wanted to later 

in the war. With two sons deceased and one still away, they could not stand 

the possibility of losing another.  

If anyone thinks they have a Rat of Tobruk in the family, please contact 

Sue Trewartha at suetrewartha@gmail.com at The Descendants of the Rats 

of Tobruk Association. She will check their Service Record, if it is 

available, or any information you have and confirm whether they were in 

Tobruk during the siege. A digital tribute will be made by the Association 

to the Rat you have nominated. 

 Visit the site for more details   

https://www.ratsoftobrukdescendants.org.au/ 

 

 

 

http://www.rtfhs.org.au/
mailto:suetrewartha@gmail.com
https://www.ratsoftobrukdescendants.org.au/


www.rtfhs.org.au                       21                March 2021 THE CEDAR LOG  
 

  By Geoffrey Lawrence Cockburn, 

 Contributed by Jan Connor 

My father never spoke about his war experiences, not even about incidental 

matters such as the countries he visited on leave. He visited England, 

France and Egypt. 

Both my parents were born in Ballarat in 1896. The Cockburns sent the 

girls to the Methodist Church at Golden Point and the boys attended 

Ebenezer Presbyterian Church in Ballarat. The Santoris family also 

attended here and this is where my parents met.       

My father attended Ballarat High School and he was the only of his family 

to advance to this educational level. We have some of his books that show 

that he had excellent training in English, grammar, word usage, 

pronunciation as well as maths, science, physics and geography. He also 

had a full well round style of handwriting. I have read that secondary 

schools ran cadet corps and loyalty to God, King and Empire was promoted 

in schools. I do not know if he was in the cadets but a photograph exists 

that show him in military uniform in a brass band. He said he played the 

‘cor anglaise’ or English Horn. His elder brother, Jack also played in the 

band and in the 1930’s was a cornetist in the Australian championship 

Ballarat City Band. 

As a child I wore my father’s service medals plus the Meritorious Service 

Medal (M.S.M.). In my mind not to be compared with other bravery 

medals. However, in 1984, I learned that it is an award only given to Non 

Commissioned Officers (NCOs) and my father was one of two men in the 

23rd Battalion Association to be awarded one.  

My father always marched on Anzac Day and attended battalion reunions 

even well into his eighties. In later years he was a committeeman of the 

  The War Service of Hector Lawrence Cockburn 
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23rd Battalion Association and eventually became secretary. When only six 

members attended reunions, they disbanded in 1984. He had a very strong 

bond with his comrades. I can remember in the 30’s visiting soldier friends 

homes and attending a battalion picnic at Wattle Park. My father died on 

the 11 November, 1984, aged 88. 

MILITARY SERVICE 

My father was attested on 11 June, 1915 at Ballarat joining the 23rd 

Battalion and discharged on 8 July 1919 in Melbourne. He had 1489 days 

service of which 1351 days were overseas. This information was confirmed 

in his discharge papers. 

Records show his battalion sailed from Melbourne on the 8 May 1915. He 

arrived at Gallipoli in August or September 1915 as a reinforcement. There 

was a photo of the Anzac area taken from a boat or pier on which he had 

written that a certain named location was where he had spent time.  

A group photograph of NCOs taken in Melbourne shows him as a 

Corporal. He was a corporal within two months of enlistment. (Copies of 

photos taken 8 and 11 of August confirm this fact.) 

The troopship SOUTHLAND was torpedoed on 2 September 1915 close to 

Gallipoli while carrying part of the 23rd Battalion. The 2nd Division 

Australian Imperial Forces (AIF) arrived on the peninsula on 7 September 

1915. The battalion was under heavy bombardment late in November and 

was in action at Lone Pine with heavy losses.  

The AIF was out of Gallipoli by the 20 December 1915. They went via 

Imbros and Lemnos Islands to Egypt. 

The 23rd Battalion spent Christmas on Lemnos Island. 

The 1st and 2nd divisions were stationed in the desert at Tel el Kebur (30 

miles west of Ismailia and the Suez Canal) in January, 1916. They were 

reinforced, regrouped and retrained for pending action. (A photo of 
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Corporal Cockburn and his brother-in -law Percy Job was taken at this time 

in Cairo).  

On the 15 March 1916 they started marching from the desert for 

embarkation to France. The 2nd Division arrived in Marseille on 19 March 

1916, followed by the 23rd Battalion on the 26 March 1916. 

They travelled by train up the Rhone Valley, beyond Paris to Calais then 

inland to Flanders around Aire, St Omer and Hazebruock by April 1916, 

where they had further training.  

The 2nd Division began to take over a sector of the front southeast of 

Armentieres on 7 April 1916. During May 1916, they experienced trench 

warfare with raids and bombardments. The Australians were a bit casual in 

these early days about German snipers and observers and as a consequence 

suffered losses. 

The Allies started a great counter offensive on the Somme on 1 July 1916 

and faced great resistance and suffered heavy casualties. 

The 1st and 2nd Divisions were moved south to the Amiens area by the 13 

July 1916 had success against the German forces. The only success for the 

Allies at that time. 

The German Army was determined to regain Poziers and staged a battle 

through to October 1916. The 23rd Battalion was fully involved and 

undertook a night attack on 29 July 1916. Bombardments were heavy and 

tanks were introduced on the 15 September 1916. Australia lost 23,000 

men in a seven week period. The Australians were relieved on 5 September 

1916. (A picture shows Hector and another soldier dated 14 July 1916. 

From the appearance of their uniform it looks like they were just out of the 

line.) 

Autumn rains came in October 1916 making the battlefield a bog. The 

A.I.F. was sent to the front again on 12th October 1916. The troops became 
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exhausted trying to march through deep mud carrying their equipment. 

They were in action from 5 to 14 November 1916, the first Battle of 

Somme. The Germans were tired but not broken. The British lost up to 

600,000 men and this was the end of action for 1916. During winter both 

sides battled with mud, rain and frostbite. They built roads from the rear to 

the frontline, provided duckboards to make the trenches more habitable. 

There was a big freeze with snow in January and February 1917. During 

this period plans were made for operations on a grand scale. 

The British 3rd Army attacked on 9 April 1917 starting from Arras. The 

A.I.F. was engaged to penetrate the Hindenburg line. There was a 

disastrous plan to use tanks to attack for the first time. There was intense 

fighting around Bullicourt and the 23rd Battalion was involved here. The 

battle raged until 20 May 1917 when the Germans withdrew. The 

Australian troops were rested, 10,000 men were lost here. 

In June there were battles at Messines (3rd and 4th divisions led by Monash 

and Holmes) Passchendale and Ypres until rain stalled the action. It 

became known as the third Battle of Ypes. 

The 1st and 2nd divisions were brought in on the 16 September 1917, in dry 

and dusty conditions. The 23rd was in the Battle of Menin Road on 20 

September known by them as The Stunt. 

The three Australian divisions attacked together on 4th October 1917, and 

made the Germans run as they reached the top of Broodsiende Ridge. This 

was described by Ludendorff (a German general and military historian) as 

a’ black day for the German Army’. 

The 23rd celebrated Christmas in Messines in Belgium. Hector was then a 

sergeant. He indicated that he was an orderly room sergeant, apparently, he 

was part of the headquarters company at the time. Again, the winter period 

was used by the politicians and army staff to regroup and plan for 1918 

campaigns. The allies were bickering and uncoordinated. The Germans, 
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notably Ludendorff could not foresee total victory as the war at sea was not 

being won and the Americans had entered the war. Ludendorff decided on 

a strike at the point on the front where the French and British armies met, 

in order to get an early advantage in 1918. 

General Ludendorff surprised the allies by attacking on 21st March 1918 

near Arras and soon advanced into the old Somme battlefield and towards 

Amiens. The 3rd and 4th divisions were sent south to hold the line. The 2nd 

Division relieved the 4th Division on the 6 April 1918. The Germans also 

attacked in the north towards Armentieres on the 9 April. Some 23rd 

Battalion officers were wounded at Ypres and Ploegsteert early in April 

1918. 

The Germans attacked towards Amiens on 24 April 1918 and broke 

through at Villers Bretonneux using tanks and mustard gas as weapons. In 

May 1918, the Australians were concentrated in the south zone and they 

held the line. The Australian troops had developed the technique of 

peaceful penetration against the German line. The Americans entered the 

area in May 1918. General Birdwood was promoted (in 1915 he took 

control of the A.I.F.) and Monash took command of the Australian Corp. 

On 19 May1918, the 2nd Division took Ville sar Ancre. This triumph was 

due to the efforts of some men in the 23rd Battalion who were part of a 

famous raiding party. They were led by its keen signal officers namely 

Lieutenants Wiltshire, Weir and P.J.Smith. They were decorated for their 

effort.  

Sgt. Cockburn received the Meritorious Service Medal for his part in the 

raid in July, 1918. 

Le Hamel (France) was taken on 4 July 1918, using tanks and a plan 

developed by Monash. The 23rd Battalion was in this mission. By the 18 

July 1918 the German offensive had failed and they began to withdraw. 
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The allies counter offensive began on the 8 August 1918. The 2nd Division 

was south of the Somme and took part in a great victory.  

On 21 and 29 August 1918, the 2nd Division took Mont St Quentin and on 

18 September 1918 in rain and fog the St Quentin Canal was captured and 

the German morale was low. 

Under General Monash’s command the Anzac Corp developed detailed 

planning and systematic fighting. This combined with their natural flair 

brought resounding victories.  

The Allies advanced during October to Ghent, Mons Mezieres and Sedan. 

The war ended on the 11 November 1918. The Australians stayed in 

Belgium until dispersed to return home. 

From this history it is clear my father witnessed action and took part in 

campaigns in Gallipoli, on the Somme and at Ypres. The soldiers faced the 

Turks at close quarters in Gallipoli. They endured bombardments, snipers, 

mustard gas, flamethrowers, tank mud, snow, lice, barbed wire, bungling 

by officer, lack of news from home, hunger and all manner of other 

dangers for four years. One can begin to understand that a man would want 

to put all this horror and tragedy behind him. 

FOOTNOTE: We have a photograph of Sgt. Cockburn with his medal 

taken at Penzance where (John Williams and his wife came from Cornwall) 

he visited cousins. He corresponded with his cousin Lenna after the war 

until his death.  

My father, Geoffrey, researched all this from books in the library. There 

were no computers or Goggle to help him. In later years, the War Memorial 

released all WW One service records.  

I found that Hector had spent time in a field hospital in 1915 and was 

wounded in France. There was also a copy of a letter written by his father 

David Brown Cockburn informing the war office that his son was 
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somewhere in France, they should know where he was. Hector qualified as 

an accountant and in WW Two he reenlisted and worked at Albert Park 

Barracks in the pay office. Carol and I used to go to the Army Christmas 

Parties, as children. The house in Bendigo was named “Kildonan”. My 

parents said it related to the “Kildonan Castle” the ship which brought him 

back to Australia parents said it related to the “Kildonan Castle” the ship 

brought him back to Australia.  

  

Photo: Sgt. Hector Lawrence Cockburn taken on a visit to Penzance.      

 

Photo SS Kildonan Castle arriving with wounded Australian Servicemen. 
(Australian War Memorial) 
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Members and friends at the Christmas Party held at Summerland 

House Alstonville enjoyed a delicious meal, a great time and 

wonderful company. Congratulations to Richard Goss, winner of 

the RTFHS Christmas Raffle drawn at our Christmas Party. 

Lucky Door winners were Robyn Hilan, Eric Clarke, and Sue 

Warmedam. 

 

 Christmas Party 2020 
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Thank you to all who participated in the raffle, these funds will greatly 

assist the Society with running costs and the purchase of new resources. A 

BIG thank you to Jackie Charlmers and Anna Wutte for their lovely treats 

to the attendees. As usual, a good time was had by all at the party with the 

winner of the Trivia Quiz being Leonie Oliver, runner up was Chris 

Whitten.  
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By Jan Ousby 

I would like to follow the path of my maternal side of my family. The 

COULTHART family who arrived in Australia in 1888.  

I’ll begin with myself Janice May Ousby – nee Reeves, 1948 to present. 

I’m known as Jan, a member of RTFHS 

member # 447 joining around 1992. I 

was born in North Sydney, NSW in 

1948 to Mark Lewis Reeves and Annie 

“Sheila” Reeves nee Coulthart, living 

most of my youth in Penshurst a suburb 

of Sydney. I attended Penshurst Public 

School and then Penshurst Girls High 

School. After completing the 

Intermediate Certificate (I was too 

young to go nursing) I completed a 

Secretarial Course. I finally went 

nursing in 1967, completing my 

General Training and Midwifery at St George Hospital in Sydney and 

Mothercraft at Tresillian, with the last 30 years of nursing as a Women’s 

Health Nurse. I married Frederick John Ousby in 1969 and had three 

wonderful sons. Sadly, I divorced in 1990 and moved to Ballina with my 

two youngest sons. I retired four years ago after a very rewarding career, 

giving me more time to research my extended family and enjoy being a 

nanny to my two beautiful granddaughters. I enjoy patchwork, quilting, 

sewing and spending time with my lovely friends. 

Ancestral Roll Revisited 
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Who was the daughter of Annie Sheila 

Reeves nee Coulthart (known as Sheila) 

1918 - 2012. 

Sheila was the youngest child of James and 

Annie Elizabeth Coulthart nee (Lyons) born 

in Nowra NSW in 1918. As her Mum was 

also known as Annie she was known as 

Sheila and would often say when she heard 

someone refer to a female as a Sheila, 

‘Don’t take my name in vain’. Sheila spent 

her formative years living in Bomaderry 

near Nowra, across the road from Bomaderry Public School where she 

started school until she was old enough to walk the two miles to St. 

Michael’s Catholic School in Nowra. Schooling finished when Sheila was 

twelve years old, when she and her mother Annie moved to Bondi to be 

closer to her brother Jim and his family. Frank and his family had moved to 

the country. Sadly, her mother died in her arms in 1943 (something Sheila 

never recovered from). Sheila went to live with her brother Jim and his 

family, working as a Handbag Finisher until her marriage to Mark Lewis 

Reeves in 1948. They had two children, myself and my brother John was 

born two years later. 

 After their marriage they moved to Lismore but were caught in the 1948 

floods so returned to Sydney living initially at Mosman North Sydney then 

moving in with her husband’s parents, when Mark was in Concord 

Repatriation Hospital with Tuberculosis of the Spine (a complication 

following his Military Service in the Occupational forces in Japan). Sheila 

and Mark bought their first home in 1952 in Penshurst Sydney, and in 1967 

they moved to Mortdale building their dream home. Sheila lived there until 

her husband Mark died in 1980 from Cancer, aged 66 years. Sheila, then 

moved to Ballina to be closer to her children Jan and her boys in Ballina 
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and her son John and his family in Grafton. Sheila died in 2012 aged 93 ½ 

after living an amazing life loved by 

many. 

Who was the daughter of James 

Coulthart 1871 - 1940. 

James was the third child born in 1871 

in West Derby, Lancashire England to 

parents James and Margaret Rome 

Coulthart (nee Graham). James, 

immigrated to Australia with his parents 

and siblings when he was sixteen years 

old on the ship ‘Oneida’, leaving 

England and arriving in Melbourne, Australia in 1888, taking 140 days. 

They travelled to Sydney and resided with family at San Souci, before 

moving to Numbaa (near Nowra) with his family as his father had secured 

a job working on a farm. Little is known about James from his arrival until 

around 1900 when with two of his brothers Thomas and John, he sailed to 

WA to the goldfields of Kalgoorlie. Thomas died in Perth Hospital from 

Dengue Fever in 1901 and John had returned to Sydney. In 1903, James 

was on the Electoral Roll in Coolgardie WA, occupation a ‘miner’. He left 

WA and began work for the CSR Company in Fiji.  

On one of his trips back to Sydney he met his future wife Annie Elizabeth 

Lyons and was married by special licence in 1905. They returned to Fiji 

where he was an Overseer of a plantation in Lautoka. James and Annie had 

three sons in the eleven years they spent in Fiji before returning to Nowra 

N.S.W. Australia, eventually purchasing a home in Bomaderry. They had 

two more children both daughters – one being my Mum, Sheila. 

Sadly, James and Annie lost two teenage children, John and Marjorie. 

Sheila recalled playing duets with her sister Marj on the piano but never 

touched the piano after Marj’s death. James had a variety of jobs. Initially 
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managing a dairy farm, then as a Bookkeeper to a timber mill company 

until it burnt down. Other jobs included a Shop Assistant, painting of the 

Nowra Bridge, and due to the Depression and no formal qualifications 

worked for the Main Roads on the construction of the road south of Nowra 

to Conjola. Working and living conditions were extremely difficult 

(working two weeks on and two weeks off). While working they lived in 

tents with beds of hessian. This resulted in James suffering from Kidney 

Stones and suffering a debilitating stroke whilst in hospital in Sydney in 

1934. The home in Bomaderry was sold and they moved to Lakemba to be 

closer to son Frank and family with Sheila helping her mother to care for 

her father. Sadly, James died in hospital in 1940, aged 68 and is buried 

with his two children John and Marjorie in Nowra Cemetery. James had a 

hard but rewarding life with a variety of jobs and I believe was a true 

pioneer of his time. 

Who was the son of James Coulthart 1843 - 1890. 

James was the first child born in 1843 to Christopher and Margaret Rome 

Coulthart (nee Graham), in Cummertrees, Dumfriesshire, Scotland (on the 

border of Scotland and England), he grew up in Cummertrees. His father 

was a Wood Forrester and by seventeen years (1861) James was an 

Apprentice Joiner. He then moved to Liverpool, England as did many of 

the Coulthart family members looking for a better life due to the harsh 

conditions in Scotland. There he met and married Margaret Rome Hill in 

1866 and had nine children. James was a Master Joiner and Builder. James’ 

youngest brother George had immigrated to Australia settling in the 

Shoalhaven District at Berry near Nowra. George had written glowing 

letters back home about the life and opportunities in Australia. By 1888, 

James and Margaret had lost three sons in infancy so with their six 

remaining children decided to immigrate to Australia too. They sailed to 

Australia aboard the ship “Oneida” from Liverpool Port of England 

arriving in Port Melbourne, Australia taking 140 day arriving here in 1888. 

The family then travelled onto Sydney. Initially residing in San Souci while 
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James went onto Nowra to secure work on a Dairy Farm at Numbaa near 

Nowra with his brother George, and the family joining him there. Sadly, 

James died in 1890 from Phthisis Pulmonanis (now known as 

Tuberculosis) eighteen months after arriving in Australia. Such a sad 

ending to what they hoped was a brighter future for the family in Australia. 

On his Death Certificate his occupation was listed as a Carpenter. James is 

buried in the Numbaa Cemetery which is now been turned into grazing 

paddocks probably due to the repeated flooding of the plains along the 

river. In the early settlement of the area Numbaa was the hub, the township 

was moved to higher ground due to flooding, which became known as 

Nowra.  

Photo taken by my brother John on a visit in 2016 of the local Church 

dating back to the thirteenth century at Cummertrees and attended by the 

Coulthart family. The grounds of the church hold many headstones (delight 

to historians) for researching, many have whole family member details. 

Today the church is used as a Bed & Breakfast, all grave sites are still 

maintained and open for public access. 
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Picture: Khaki and Green  
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                  Poem from the book ‘Khaki and Green’ (R.R.) 

 

We are the censors, official condensors, 

Calling the bluff and reducing the stuff, 

Using our might on the letters you write; 

We cut them up…..We cut them up. 

 

You may have a code to reveal your abode, 

But no indications of hidden locations 

Can hope to evade our keen razor blade; 

We cut them up….We cut them up. 

 

Your suppressed desires light amorous fires 

And crosses are kisses for madams and misses, 

But we are above all feelings of love; 

We cut them up….We cut them up. 

 

 

SONG OF THE CENSOR 
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Your verbal evasions, concealing occasions 

When connubial bliss has scored a near miss 

Are silly excuses which laughter induces; 

We cut them up….We cut them up. 

 

We cannot conceive your longing for leave; 

Your mad desperation through long separation 

And hopes for permission to visit your “Vision”; 

         We cut them up….We cut them up. 

 

       But the final laugh’s on the censor staff, 

        For it nothing avails if the incoming mails 

        Are to us addressed….We are so obsessed 

         We cut them up….We cut them up. 
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                                       By Christine Reeves (photo by Chris Reeves) 

There is a sign at the Cenotaph that explains the reason for this Memorial 

and reads as follows:  

Here stands the first war memorial erected 

in Lismore on this site in 1926. The 

monument was constructed with a 

memorial grove of trees to recognise and 

commemorate 145 young men from 

Lismore and surrounds who paid the 

ultimate sacrifice during World War 1. 

The obelisk was constructed close to 

where the Northern Rivers ANZACS 

camped before heading to battlefields 

overseas. The soldiers lived at a makeshift 

transit base at the Lismore Showground during the Great War of 1914-18. 

The camp was situated close to the North Lismore train station, where 

young soldiers boarded steam trains for Brisbane army training camps. 

They then left Australian shores on ships bound for the battlefields of 

Turkey and France. 

It is not known how many young men from Lismore and surrounding 

towns fought in the Great War, but 145 never came home. Each of their 

names is featured on this monument. The memorial cost £240 to construct 

in 1926 and was erected by contractor Mr M. J. O’Meara. 

An excerpt from The Daily Examiner of 29 July 1926 stated the following: 

“The originator of this movement was Lieut.T. Winterton. Having 

conceived the idea he threw his efforts into the scheme, collected 

Lismore’s First War Memorial Cenotaph 
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subscriptions for the trees, and imbued others with his enthusiasm. The 

obelisk erection was handled by a committee. The design is good and the 

completed work is a dignified structure in keeping with the deeds of the 

men it commemorates.” 

The obelisk was moved to the garden of the South Lismore RSL Hall in 

1988, but when the RSL sold the hall in 2004, the monument was moved to 

Lismore Train Station so commuters could view the tribute to our fallen 

soldiers. Two days after the monument was moved, the announcement was 

made that the Northern Rivers Railway Line was closing. 

The memorial was relocated ‘home’ to this original site on the corner of 

Bridge Street and Alexander Parade in July 2017. 

The obelisk was restored thanks to generous donations of time and labour 

by the local community, and special thanks goes to Lismore City Council, 

Richmond Sand and Gravel, Twin View Turf, Beckinsales Monumental 

Masons, Mathews Fabrication, One Steel, Northern Rivers Concreting, 

Holcim Concrete and Work for the Dole Participants. The area is 

maintained by Ken Jolley a Vietnam Veteran from Lismore.  

This is a list of the family names on the cenotaph (not in alphabetical order) 

ACCETHER DEUTCHER HARMIN McLEISH   TURNER 

AVERY DUFFY          HOSKINS McKINNON    TIERNEY 

ANSLEY DUNN  HENSON McMAHON  TULK 

ABBOTT DUNCAN HUDSON McLENNAN  TEALE 

ARTHUR ELLIS  JOUBER  McALLISTER 

ANSCHAW FITZGERAL JOHNSTON NEILSON  THOMAS 

ACUTTER FRANKLIN JOLLY PAULL  TAYLOR 
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BUGDEN FRASER JONES PARKER WHITNEY 

BIRNEY FREDERICKS JAMESON PARRY           WINDSOR 

BOASE DAVIS KING  PINCHIN WARR 

BELSON FRASER KEMP  ROBSON WALKER 

BLACK FLOWER KENNEDY ROSS  WATSON 

BREEN GAGGIN KEYS  RANKIN WHITE 

BASING         GOULDING LANG  REGAN WAUGH 

BARTRIM GRAHAM LATCHAM REINHART WILSON 

BYRCE GRANT LESLIE RADCLIFFE DAVIS 

BENTLY GILBERT MORGAN RICHARDSON McDONALD 

BOYLE GARVEY MITCHELL SMITH MILLERSHIP 

BROWN HANSEN MALONE SULLIVAN SCOBIE 

COEN   HARVEY MACE  STOKES STRONG  

CHISHOLM HOLT  MAXWELL SKINNER HAMILTON 

CAMPBELL HURLEY MARONEY SHARPE TALLENTYR 

CAMERON HOGAN MAITLAND STRATHFORD  

COOK  HUGH  MURPHY SNOWDEN  

COLEMAN HARLEY MONTGOMERY STEVENSON  

CHAMBERS          HOLLINGWORTH        FITZERGERALD  
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PITKIN’S in AUSTRALIA 180 YEARS REUNION 

Date: Friday 1st October to Monday 4th October 

2021 

Location: Tenterfield 

Theme: “The Gathering of the Families” 

Even with the Corvid-19 still hanging around 

we have decided to go ahead and put plans into 

place for our next major Pitkin Family Reunion to be held at Tenterfield. 

It is to celebrate the arrival of the Pitkin family in Sydney aboard the 

“James Moran” on the 4th October 1841.  

As on previous occasions we are endeavouring to have a Meet & Greet on 

the Saturday afternoon followed by a Family Dinner on that night. On 

Sunday morning there will be a Breakfast or Morning Tea. Times and 

places for these events will be advertised closer to the event. 

Coming into 2021 we will be asking people for their intention of 

attendance so we can make the necessary bookings for our venues. 

For further inquiries please contact: 

 Marie Hodgkinson 

o Email: mandbhodgkinson@gmail.com 

o Mobile: 0407132197 

 Tony Pitkin 

o Email: anthonypitkin@gmail.com 

o Mobile: 0434698001 

First generation families include: 

Pitkin, Bell, Mitchell, McLeod, Maxwell, Campbell, Murray, Newby, 

Perkins & Laird  

http://www.rtfhs.org.au/
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By S.J.O.B. 

The war in Vietnam divided Australia like no other war. For the first time, 

Australians at home could see and hear what Australians at the front were 

going through. Night after night the television brought new footage of the 

conflict into our living – rooms and into our lives. Nightly we could see 

thousands march for ‘Peace’ in the streets of Australia and America, and 

nightly watch the total casualty figure exceed the thousands. Australia’s 

involvement began with 30 men in 1962 and finished in 1972 after 50,190 

Australians had served. 

Photo: the conversation.com

 

 

  

 VIETNAM The Living Room War 
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                                                           By Janine Thomson 

Tasmanian Ancestry – Tasmanian FHS.  June, 2020 - Page 11 

Follow the murder trial of Mary Ann Ellington and how it resulted in the 

establishment of Tasmania’s women’s refuges. 

Irish Roots – Issue 115 - Page 10.“Tracing your Ancestors from County 

Monaghan” will provide you with many obscure options and websites that 

might help find an elusive Irish ancestor. 

History Magazine – Royal Australian Historical Society – September, 2020 

- Page 3. 

“Prejudice and Redemption” is the remarkable saga of Richard and Uriah 

Lovell. These 2 brothers where sentenced to life in NSW for highway 

robbery but were ultimately pardoned and returned to England. 

Tracks – Tweed Gold Coast FHA. October, 2020 – Page 8 

“The quest for my father’s Medals”   Follow this 2 year quest to clear the 

family name and receive the WW11 medals that were due. 

Who Do You Think You Are?  UK – September, 2020 – Page 17 

With the UK National Archives closed, documents are available for free 

downloads. This guide will help you make the most of it. 

Who Do You Think You Are?  UK – October, 2020  

The Internet Archive” - Page 18 will explain how to get the most of this 

vast resource containing over 20 million free books. 

GLEANINGS 

http://www.rtfhs.org.au/
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“The Police Gazette” – Page 58 How to use this useful resource to help 

research criminal ancestors in the UK during the 19th and early 20th 

century.  

Bulletin – Richmond River HS.  November, 2020 – Page 5 

Take a step back in time and read a great local Christmas story from long 

ago 

The Crossing Place – Casino & Dist. FHG – November, 2020 – Page 8 

On February 21st, 1954, the Northern Rivers was inundated. Read about the 

amazing rescue of John Keep after a wall of water hit Casino. 

Traces Magazine – Edition 12, 2020Page 17 – ‘A Day in the Life of a 

Vernon Boy’ Sydney’s Nautical School Ship of the 1880”s. 

Page 32 – “The Women of the Cascades Female Factory” in Tasmania. 

Page 42 – “Unravelling the mysteries of Captain Starlight” Fills in the 

missing years. 

Some Useful Websites: 

 https://www.irishfamilyroots.com Professional researcher and 

lecturer, Donna Moughty’s website will provide great assistance 

with Irish research – be sure to read the blogs. 

 https://geni.nidirect.gov.uk  Birth, Death & Marriages for Northern 

Island. Free basic search. 

 https://www.library.wales   A huge collection of free Welsh records 

including searchable newspaper databases and land tithe maps. 

 https://grandeguerre.icrc.org   Index of Prisoner of War records for 

WW 11 

 

 

 

 

http://www.rtfhs.org.au/
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    Australian e-Journals Review MARCH 2021  

                                                                        By Jackie Chalmers 

The following journals are now received as e-Journals and may be read in 

the Marie Hart Library on the alpha computer. If they are from the area you 

are researching you may well find information that will not appear 

elsewhere, so do check them out. 

 

Australian A-F 

A Courageous Woman by Robyn Hipkiss 

The Heraldry and Genealogical Society of Canberra Inc., The Ancestral 

Searcher, Dec 20 

The Doctor, the Groom and an Alstonville Wedding by John Sim 

 Alstonville Plateau Historical Society Inc., The Pioneer, Dec 20 

Australian Bush Craftsmen by Paul Wheeldon 

 Alstonville Plateau Historical Society Inc., The Pioneer, Sep 20 

Rain, Hail or Shine, the Washing was on the Line by Judith Lesley 

AIGS Inc. Trading as Family History Connections, The Genealogist, Sep 

20 

Memories of Old Bathurst submitted by Marie Larnach 

Bathurst Family History Society, Carillon Chimes, Feb 21 

Biography of Christopher Michael Moran: my Grandfather submitted by 

Rhonda Flowers 

Bathurst Family History Society, Carillon Chimes, Nov 20 

Local Soft Drink Bottles by Angela George  

Bega Valley Genealogy Society, The Valley Genealogist, Oct 20 

The Origins of local War Memorials by Ian Mackey 

Berrima and District FHS, Newsletter, Sep 20 

Bowral Free Press and the Beer Family compiled by Philip Morton 

Berrima and District FHS, Newsletter, Oct 20 

An Unfinished Tale of a Walking Stick by Jennifer Gibling 

http://www.rtfhs.org.au/
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Botany Bay FHS Inc., The Endeavour, Dec 20 

Using the Marriage Locator by John Levy 

Botany Bay FHS Inc., The Endeavour, Sep 20 

My Journey through Family History by Alison Rogers 

Bundaberg G A, Family Ties, Sep 20 

My Search for Sybil and Saint Mildred’s Private Hospital by Bronwyn 

Prentice 

Bundaberg G A, Family Ties, Dec 20 

The Tyrrell Family at Henley NSW by Judith O”Shea 

Burwood & District FHG, Burwood Ances-tree, Nov 20 

Library News from the Journals collated by Barbara McAlary 

Burwood & District FHG, Burwood Ances-tree, Nov 20 

Does Lightning Strike in the Same Place more than Once? by Bennie 

Campbell Central Coast & District FHS Inc., E-Muster, Dec 20 

Years Ago by Marlene Davidson 

Central Coast & District FHS Inc., E-Muster, Aug 20 

Shipwrecks by Simon Wills 

Coffs Harbour & District FHS, Genie Allergy, Sep 20 

Early Days in the Orara by Rosie Doherty 

Coffs Harbour & District FHS, Genie Allergy, Dec 20 

Forgotten Noosa Schools by Winifred Wynn 

Cooroy-Noosa G & H Research Group Inc., Missing Link, Nov 20 

The Cooking Pot Uprising 

 Descendants of Convicts Group, The Mail, Mar-Apr 21 

Teleki – a Convict Tune 

Descendants of Convicts Group, The Mail, Jul-Aug 20 

Using Trove for Research – an actress named Florence by Pam Harvey 

 Dubbo & District FHS Inc., Newsletter, Jul-Aug 20 

River Crossing in Dubbo by Karlyn Robinson 

http://www.rtfhs.org.au/
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Dubbo & District FHS Inc., Newsletter, Sep-Oct 20 

John Gilbert, Engineer 

 Dubbo & District FHS Inc., Newsletter, Jan-Feb 21 

A Letter from Corporal Matthew Hoy by Janice Smith 

Echuca–Moama, Bridges and Branches, Sep 20 

Captain James Cook in Early Life by Brian Collis 

Echuca–Moama, Bridges and Branches, Dec 20 

William Broughton, Assistant Commissary-General by Kate Macpherson 

Fellowship of the First Fleeters, Founders, Oct-Nov 20 

Edward Miles – First Fleeter c1761-1838 Part 1by Margaret Francis 

Fellowship of the First Fleeters, Founders, Dec-Jan 21 

Tom Tilley’s Token by Judith O’Donohue 

 Fellowship of the First Fleeters, Founders, Feb-Mar 21 

 

 

 

 

              Membership Secretary Jan Ousby 

We would like to extend a warm welcome to our new members, 

 Member No.1003. Lee Armstrong, 

 Member No 1004 Marilyn Peltonen, 

 Member No. 1005 Rachel Wright  

 Member No. 488 Chris Whitten. 

 

Membership fees were due January 2021, membership forms are available 

from Jan Ousby or the Marie Hart Library,  

 

            Please complete both sides of the form. 

 

 

Membership For 2021 
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Richmond Tweed Family History Society needs your help to fill the 

following positions 

IT Manager: The society would like to extend the invitation for a 

volunteer with Computer software experience to offer your expertise in the 

management of the society’s computers. Experience in software 

programmes such as Word and Excel would be required. Please contact the 

Society’s Secretary in writing with a brief description of your experience 

to secretaryrtfhs1@yahoo.com 

Marie Hart Library: there are currently vacancies for the duty roster on 

the following days:  

The 3rd Wednesday of the month from 1pm - 4 pm   

 The 4th Monday of the month from 10am - 1 pm 

Remember by volunteering you not only assist the society to maintain its 

genealogical service to the community, it also provides the following 

benefits to the participant. 

 Connects you to others with a common interest 

 Is good for your mind and body 

 Brings fun and fulfilment to your life  

 Provides a sense of purpose 

We look forward to hearing from you, many hands make a great 

community. 

http://www.rtfhs.org.au/
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We now have a facebook page created by Finn Ball and administered by 

Liz Marshall. Please have a look at it and “like us”.  The address is 

http:www.facebook.com/RTFHS/ 

 

The Society's DNA Group meetings are starting up again for members at 

10 am on Tuesday 23 February 2021 at our library in Regatta Ave, Ballina. 

If you are new to DNA you are most welcome to attend. Our relaxed and 

friendly meetings take the form of information sharing and Q & A 

sessions. 

DNA GROUP 

If you would like to join our DNA Group meetings and find out more 

about the Society, what we do and how to become a member visit our 

website at rtfhs.org.au or email secretaryrtfhs1@yahoo.com 

TRACING YOUR FAMILY HISTORY? 

Give it a go. It’s easier than you think 

It’s fun, fascinating and you never know what you may find! If you are just 

starting, or have reached a sticking point, we can help you. 

Visit our Research Room. For non-members a fee of $5 applies for each 

half day and there will be someone there to help you if you need it. 

The Marie Hart Library, 6 Regatta Avenue, Ballina. 

Open Monday & Wednesday 10 am to 4 pm 

Saturdays 10.00 to 4.00 pm 

1st Saturday closed 

Or contact: secretaryrtfhs1@yahoo.com 

www.rtfhs.org 

     RTFHS Facebook Page          
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Family History Down Under 2021 

Sadly, the ongoing COVID-19 saga has caught up with FHDU 2021. We 

have reluctantly decided to change our in-person event into a fully virtual 

(online) event – a mixture of live webinars and recordings. Following is an 

outline of what you can expect. 

Revert to a 4 track structure 

FHDU 2021 virtual allows us to revert to 4 tracks, each on a major theme 

 retain almost all the announced topics – and perhaps add a few 

more 

 set the recordings packages to correspond to the track themes 

 run a selection of presentations from each of the 4 tracks as live 

webinars on each of the 4 announced conference days 

The new structure for the tracks, recording packages and live webinar 

presentations is: 

 Track 1: DNA – Tuesday 23 March 2021 

 Track 2: Researching abroad – Wednesday 24 March 2021 

 Track 3: Australia/New Zealand – Thursday 25 March 2021 

 Track 4: Methodology / skills building / general – Friday 26 

March 2021 

Recordings 

These will be available from early April. They will be accessible to at least 

the end of June. They will be offered in 4 packages corresponding to the 4 

tracks, as well as a complete set (over 70 presentations) at a discounted set 

price. 

 

                 CONFERENCES 2021 
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Bookings 

Full details, including pricing and a new booking form will be given in 

newsletters and the FHDU Facebook group when the updated website is 

ready later in January. 

All who have booked for FHDU 2021 will be refunded the difference 

between the amount paid and whatever level of the new virtual conference 

they wish to book, 1, 2, 3 or 4 tracks – or none at all which would result in 

a full refund. 

 

Alan Phillips and the Family History Down Under team 

alan@ familyhistorydownunder.com 

www.familyhistorydownunder.com 

 

 

 

The State Library of New South Wales is requesting that you don’t throw 

out any brochures, posters, signs etc. that relate to COVID-19, as they 

would like them for their collection. 

 Their announcement is as follows:  
We are collecting posters, flyers and mail-outs appearing in our local 

neighbourhoods in response to the COVID-19 pandemic. While many 

people will eventually discard this material, it provides invaluable 

information about this significant event impacting our community and 

nation.  

The State Library collects this ephemeral material, as well as online content 

including websites, digital ephemera and social media posts, to help tell our 

stories to future generations.  

We appreciate your help in preserving this material. Please put this material 

aside for the Library and we will send a ‘call out’ for you to mail or drop 

the material into the Library when we reopen.  

 

State Library Message 
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Lots of answers including scanning documents and photos and collating 

booklets. All this information and more will be on our website for 

members to access – and also on our new website coming soon! 

RTFHS Duty Officers 

The cemetery books in the Marie Hart Library have been catalogued and 

are now filed under postcode order. For example a book on a cemetery in 

Glen Innes is catalogued as C2.370- the C is for cemeteries. A numeral 

which represents the state is next (ACT is 1, NSW is 2, VIC is 3, QLD is 4 

etc). A full stop is next for ease of reading. The next 3 numerals are the last 

three numerals of the post code (Glen Innes is 2370). In the case of more 

than one book on a cemetery in a postcode area a number is used in 

sequence eg C2.370/1. Now all the books on cemeteries located in a 

particular area are filed together. Post code books are at the Duty Officers 

desk and also at the end of the cemetery books for ease of locating the 

correct catalogue number. If you have any queries please email Kerrie at 

secretaryrtfhs1@yahoo.com 

The huge Roots Tech conference held each year by the LDS will be a free 

online one in 2021. You can register now to be kept updated. See below for 

details.  

The Society is pleased to announce that we have taken out a year’s 

subscription to the Biographical Database of Australia (BDA).  We have a 

subscription that allows us to use it on one computer only at a time. 

Information from their website states  - "The BDA is a new research tool 

for historians and genealogists comprising transcripts and indexes of 

original records and published biographies of deceased individuals who 

arrived in, or were born in, Australia.  New in 2020: Baptisms Goulburn & 

Marie Hart Library News 
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Wollongong 1833+, many new Norfolk Island records 1802-1855, 

database of 14,000 convicts & others sent to & from penal settlements, 

gaols & courts NSW, Norfolk Is, Vic, Qld 1828-50, Australians in the 

1849 CALIFORNIA GOLD RUSH, 2000 new 1830s soldier profiles 

including MELBOURNE’S 1ST GARRISON 1836.  

BDA now has extensive NSW Court records, immigrants to NSW/Vic 

assisted/bounty 1832-1851, most convicts to NSW/Qld/Vic 1788-1840s, 

most Tasmanian colonists 1803-c1827, the only full online transcript of 

UNESCO nominated NSW 1828 census, NSW muster/BDM records 1788-

1830s+, most soldiers stationed in Australia 1788-1837, 160,000 Colonial 

Secretary records + 31,000 full text biographies, 10,000 Sydney burials & 

inscriptions 1819-1901." 

The website is BDA Online — Biographical Database of Australia and you 

can search the database for free to see if there are any records that are of 

interest to you.  If there are, come into our Marie Hart Library and find the 

extra material available through our subscription. 

 

 

 

          Monday & Wednesday 10.00am to 4.00pm. 

   The first Saturday of the month closed. 

   Other Saturdays 10.00am to 4.00pm. 

                      Closed Public Holidays.      

 

 

 

Library Opening Hours 
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The Society is able to do small family history searches for a fee of $15 per 

hour. Please include a 22 x 1 in a SAE and research fees where applicable. 

   

 

 

The Society meets at the Players Theatre, 24 Swift Street, Ballina - unless 

otherwise advised. The Society meets at 2pm on the first Saturday of each 

month. Exceptions to this are April and July meetings which commence at 

1pm. No meeting in January.   

 

 

 

In the June 2021 Cedar Log, we would like to offer the opportunity for 

members who have not submitted a story for publishing to do so. The story 

could be about an Ancestor’s arrival in Australia, changes to new lifestyle 

– ups and downs, early school life etc. 

You can send your stories to the Editor Carmel Crosby (email: 

editorcedarlog@gmail.com)  by 24 April 2021. 

Gleanings and E-Journal to the Editor Carmel Crosby (email: 

editorcedarlog@gmail.com)  by 6 May 2021. 

Committee meetings update to the Editor Carmel Crosby 

(email:editorcedarlog@gmail.com) by 10 May 2021. 

Cedar Log completed and printed by 20 May 2021.                 

Society Meetings 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

 

  Research Requests 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

 

 June 2021 Cedar Log Plan 
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The Richmond-Tweed Family History Society Inc. was established in 

1983 to serve the family history needs of researchers initially with a special 

interest in Northern New South Wales, Australia in the area bounded by the 

Richmond and Tweed Rivers, often referred to as the Northern Rivers 

 

 

               The 

 

 

 

Journal of the Richmond-Tweed Family History Society Inc. 

Published March, June, September & December 

The Editor, would be pleased to accept articles for inclusion in this 

journal. Ideally they should be sent by email to Jane at 

editorcedarlog@gmail.com  but typed hard copy is also welcomed. 

The format preferred is Times New Roman font; 14 point; single 

spacing. 

Please add your contact details as the Editor may need to discuss with 

you any editing, abridgement or deferral to a future date of any material 

submitted for publication. It is your responsibility to ensure that your 

article does not infringe copyright. Items remain the copyright of the 

Richmond-Tweed Family History Society and the author. Your input is 

important and makes for interesting and diverse reading for our 

members as well as to the other readers of our journal throughout 

Australia and overseas. We would love to hear about how you broke 

down those brick walls or any interesting information you have found 

out about an ancestor, so get those fingers typing. 

The society does not accept responsibility for opinions and statements 

published by individual contributors. Original material in this journal may be 

reproduced with written permission from the society 

  

http://www.rtfhs.org.au/
mailto:editorcedarlog@gmail.com


www.rtfhs.org.au                       56                March 2021 THE CEDAR LOG  
 

      SOCIETY EVENTS 
 

 2021  

Saturday 6 March: Meeting: Subject: A stroll around the block: Lismore 

CBD’s heritage, Robbie Braithwaite. 
 

Saturday 10 April: Meeting: Subject: More Family History 

Discoveries. Richard Goss. 
 

Saturday 1 M a y : Meeting: Subject: History of Pimlico and its 

Families, Benita Parker. 
 

Saturday 5 June: Meeting: Subject: Members TBA 
 

Saturday 3 July: Meeting: Subject: The Genealogist: What’s the 

difference & A 19th century German’s voyage to the other side of  

the world. Eric & Rosemary Kopittke. 

. 

Saturday 7 August: Meeting:  AGM, Subject: TBA 
 

Saturday 4 September: Meeting: Subject: TBA 
 

Saturday 2 October: Meeting: Subject: TBA 

 

  Saturday 6 November: Meeting: Subject: TBA. Helen Smith 

 

  Saturday 4 December: Meeting: Subject: Christmas Party 

 

  2022 

  Saturday 5 February: Meeting: Subject TBA 

 

Membership fees for the year 1s t  January  2 0 2 1 - 31st December 2021 

are $35 Individual /$45 Joint Membership. Journals will be sent to 

financia l members only. 
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