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Spring is here with its fresh new leaves, singing birds and pleasant 
temperature. It heralds a time of new growth and we hope that means we 
can all start afresh after the trials and challenges of this year.
This is a busy edition which includes the President’s and Treasurer’s Annual 
Reports on the activities of the past twelve months. You may also read the 
final part of Leigh Wilson’s family members’ involvement in the Northern 
Territory and Dawn Lotty’s story of the little-known campaign of Australians 
at Archangel in northern Russia towards the end of World War 1.
Our Christmas in July Lunch was held on Saturday 28 July – the first one 
I have been able to attend for two years and I have to say it was a relaxing 
talkfest added to by the delicious meal and dessert. The Annual General 
Meeting is over for another year and we welcome new Committee 
member Jan Ousby. We also extend many thanks to all the Committee 
members who work hard to keep the Society active and interesting.
I make special mention of Nola Rodey who at the wonderful age of 90 
has retired from the Committee she served on for 32 years. Many thanks 
to Nola who is a dedicated and committed member of this Society and 
has loyally served us well over this time. 
Congratulations to Yvonne Randle who celebrated her 60th birthday a 
few weeks ago. Happy birthday wishes also to Alf Clark, and Anna Wutte 
whose actual birthday coincided with our August meeting (and we had cake!).
My grateful thanks once again to editorial team members, Dawn and 
Jackie, for their unfailing support this year. All three of us endured trying 
and challenging circumstances but our efforts paid off in the Cedar Log 
being awarded First Place in Category A of the Nick Vine Hall Award for 
2018 (see pages 2 and 23). The team is very happy for the recognition of 
our work.
Raffle tickets are included with your journal and the draw will take place 
at our meeting on Saturday 1 December which will be combined with 
a lunch at Summerland House where we will enjoy not only good food 
but also some trivia questions, and your December Cedar Log will be 
available to collect. Please try and come to the Christmas lunch. It’s a fun 
way to end the year and the more the merrier.

Editorial
Editor’s Message by Carol Donaghey
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President’s Report to AGM 4 August 2018 
by Robyn Hilan

Reports to AGM

It is a privilege to bring the President’s report on matters relevant to our Society 
over this past year. This provides the opportunity to highlight issues which I 
consider important to the Membership.

The Cedar Log Journal
Members Jackie Chalmers, Gwen Clarke and Don Howell finalised a project 
whereby all the editions of the journal from its inception were copied as PDF files 
which are now available to be read on the computer in the Marie Hart Library.
Jackie Chalmers has succeeded in reducing the production costs for the journal 
by $500 this past financial year which is significant.
We continue to exchange journals with more than 100 Societies in Australia and 
Overseas with an accelerating trend toward electronic versions rather than hard 
copies. Don Howell, who looks after the exchange of electronic journals, was 
recently contacted by The Society of Genealogists (London, England). At their 
request we are making all the digitised versions of The Cedar Log available to 
them for access by their members. This is a real ‘feather in our cap’ – decades 
of our journal as part of the resources of such an auspicious organisation!
Any member researching in the earliest days of our Society will be familiar 
with the name Nick Vine Hall. Nick was well known as a researcher, author 
and presenter and instrumental in winning the option for Census records to be 
retained after 2001. The Australasian Federation of Family History Organisations 
provides the opportunity for their member societies to participate in an annual 
competition for the best family history journal or newsletter in Australia and New 
Zealand. On behalf of the Editorial Team Jackie Chalmers entered our December 
2017 Cedar Log in that competition for Societies with less than 500 members. On 
1 August we were placed first in the Nick Vine Hall Award and in due course will 
receive a Wall Plaque, Certificate for the Editor and $300 prize money.
The production of the printed and electronic journal this past year has been a real 
challenge due to the health issues which confronted the Editorial Team of Carol 
Donaghey, Dawn Lotty and Jackie Chalmers. Rather than being overcome by 
sadness, pain or anxiety they worked together behind the scenes with grit and a 
sense of responsibility only apparent to those closest to them. Although it seems 
a bit inadequate we say ‘Thank you’ with much sincerity.

The Management Committee
The Society has been well served by the Management Committee. Routine 
matters such as securing speakers for the meetings, articles for the journal, 
managing the funds and attending to business issues are time consuming and 
not always straight forward. There were additional pressures this past year as 
several Committee members or their partners/family endured health issues.

Technology brings demands which sometimes challenge the age-group of 
the Committee. Most of us are retired and without the benefit of a working 
environment to keep us up to date we could be forgiven for thinking a couple 
of teenagers should be brought on board! At present we are grappling with the 
implications of new Privacy and Data Protection laws. Gone are the days when 
the membership register was kept in a cupboard with no one interested in stealing 
the list of names. We may not have individual formal backgrounds required for 
some of the tasks which arise but our combined talents and experience seems to 
prove sufficient to bring the necessary result.

Every member of the Committee is making a contribution. No one is merely 
‘warming the seat’. There is no opportunity to mention each person’s role and its 
implications with one exception. Nola Rodey, Member 21, celebrated her 90th 
birthday recently. She has a list of current duties which extends to nine tasks, 
the primary ones being Membership Secretary, Public Officer, and Chairperson 
of the Purchasing Committee. Nola was first elected to the Committee in 1986 
and has served for 32 consecutive years, in that time missing only one meeting. 
Today at the AGM Nola is retiring from the Committee and at the end of the 
year will conclude her terms in other appointed positions. Her knowledge and 
willingness to do many of the incidental tasks is legendary and this Society 
owes her our very special thanks.

Financial Status
The Treasurer has presented her report to the AGM and addressed figures 
of particular relevance. As President, and Auditor, and a former Treasurer I 
feel it is necessary to add my concerns regarding the finances. The income 
is stable with membership fees the key reliable source. However we have 
limited discretionary expenditure whilst routine costs inevitably creep upward. 
The accumulative deficit result this past two years totals $2,500 which is not 
sustainable other than in the short term.
This decline in our financial status is due to circumstances beyond the control 
of the Committee and is difficult to overturn. There are no apparent savings to 
be made. The Committee has an application for some external funding in place 
but will not know if successful until September.
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Despite these negative aspects of our accounts we still have a viable Society 
providing we maintain a healthy membership but we may need to make 
compromises on the nature of the services we provide from available funds. 
This will become evident in about two years if current circumstances prevail. In 
the words of a former Prime Minister – ‘Be alert but not alarmed’!

Meetings and Membership
Our only Guest Speaker for the period under review was Mr Greg Cope with 
his topics about World War I which were well received. We rely heavily on 
those within our membership to present interesting talks on relevant topics. 
Joining me as speakers this past year were Leigh Wilson and Frank Harvey. As 
co-ordinators Jane Griffin and Dawn Lotty recruited members to participate in 
themed meetings. The meetings are reviewed in The Cedar Log. Some of these 
presentations are reproduced in the journal which in turn broadens the audience 
and further rewards the presenter’s effort.
There was no seminar but we compromised at two meetings by including 
Podcasts featuring international speakers. Don Howell provided handouts for 
convenient review or follow up. This has proved quite successful – not ideal - 
but helpful in easing the pressure on securing available and affordable speakers.
Attendances at our monthly meetings range between 31 and 43 with an average 
of 37. This is a fair representation of members who live near enough and are 
able to attend. Our ‘Christmas’ social events (December and July) have been 
well organised by Gwen Clark and many members have taken this opportunity 
to relax and to enhance their friendships.
Membership numbers are encouraging. We have had twelve new members 
and four people who have rejoined during this past year. In all we have 132 
members and our next new member will be number 993! Hopefully we will 
reach the magical 1,000 before the end of the year.

Conclusion
In an age when the trend is to research at home rather than corporately and 
when volunteers are hard to find to staff libraries and committees, our Society 
compares favourably with similar groups.
Alliteration is a good memory prompt, and in this report the letter M has 
featured. We have considered Manuscript (the journal), Management, Money, 
Meetings and Membership. And I am pleased to propose that the overall result 
for our Society is Maintaining.
Thank you to all of you who contributed to a successful year, and we look 
forward to your participation in the year which is now before us.

Treasurer’s Report to AGM 4 August 2018 
Bonnie Bennett

I am pleased to report on our financial position for the year ending June 2018.

 Operational Income $7,872.45
 Operational Expenses $9,134.79
 Operational Deficit $1,262.34
 Reconciled Bank Balance $2,600.61
 Investment Account $6,727.18
 Total Funds available $9,335.79

I wish to draw your attention to a couple of matters.

There has been a small increase in income and the Editorial Team has 
reduced the cost of producing the Cedar Log by a significant amount, 
however we still have a deficit of $1382 for the year. This is a concern 
the Committee is endeavouring to address.

To the Hospitality Supervisor, Joann Clapham and her team of volunteers, 
and the Marshall’s for selling the raffle tickets, a very big thank you as 
the Society benefits greatly from these activities.

The Committee recommended to the members that the membership fee 
remains the same for 2019 and this was agreed at the AGM.

Bonnie Bennett

Treasurer

Note: Additional copies of the Income and Expenditure Report will be 
available at the Marie Hart Library.
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Part 2
An unusual life was led by a grand uncle of my wife Bev, Ernest Herbert 
Woodroffe. Born in North Adelaide, South Australia in 1886, his parents’ 
ninth and last child, little is known of his childhood, other than that his 
father was a self-employed plumber and that both sets of young Ernest’s 
grand-parents also had lived and worked in North Adelaide. It was a 
quiet and stable start to a life that would become much more colourful.
In 1904, aged 18, he was working for the Post Master General, when 
he became a key witness in a sizable court case in Adelaide. A Thomas 
Horton was tried and convicted of the murder of his wife by shooting her 
at very close range on a Saturday evening in Rundle Street, Adelaide’s 
main shopping street. Ernest had been standing nearby and so was called 
on to confirm that it was indeed the accused who shot the woman. 
Five years later, aged 23 years, he travelled to the Northern Territory. 
Because there was no road to the north from Port Augusta, he used a 
coastal steamship via the east coast. He and 29 other men reached Darwin 
in October. Darwin at that time still was a very small and tacky outpost, 
which, although geographically much closer to the rest of the world than 
was southern Australia, none-the-less functioned as though it was even 
more remote. Living there was rough, confronting and dangerous – an 
excellent example of a fair-dinkum remote frontier town in the tropics. 
Ernest’s posting by the PMG was to the Daly Waters Overland Telegraph 
relay station, several hundred kilometres south of Darwin, towards which 
he probably travelled on the narrow-gauge railway that terminated at 
Birdum, and then rode a horse.

Family members 
involvement in the 
evolution of the NT

by Leigh Wilson

Daly Waters Overland Telegraph Station, circa 1910, Public Domain

South Australia’s dream for the Great Central State had long since 
exhausted its funds and enthusiasm, so it was a relief when two years later, 
in 1911, control of the NT transferred to the ten-year-old Commonwealth 
of Australia. In 1915 Ernest was transitting through Darwin at the end of 
a leave break, when the locals put on a New Year's Eve concert. Ernest and 
another man played the piano as backing for the assorted acts, during which 
funds were raised for Belgium in the far away horrors of the First World War.
By 1928 Ernest was senior officer at the Tennant Creek relay station 
when The Guardian newspaper in Sydney ran an article on a few of ‘the 
most remote jobs in Australia’. Having described the enormity, the harsh 
primitiveness, and the remoteness of Outback Australia and outlined the 
vital importance of the telegraph line, The Guardian contacted a man at 
each of two Overland Telegraph stations and a cattle station asking them 
to describe what had been their activities on the previous day.
The Guardian said that the ‘genial gentleman at Tennant Creek’ had been 
the first to reply.

Yesterday was but a repetition of most other days. I rose at 
6 a.m., and gazing through my window observed Six Mile 
Hill, the scene of recent mining activity. But alas, all that 
is left of the 278-oz gold discovery is a dark monument of 
unrealised hopes.
Around the telegraph station, the country is bare of all 
grass and herbage with the exception of spinifex. But it is 
overburdened with ant-hills, which stretch away for miles in 
the distance like monuments on a once well-used battle-field.
At 6 a.m. I lit the kitchen fire, and proceeded to the garden, 
situated amid shady gums on the banks of Tennant Creek.  
I watered the vegetables and seedlings from the well, 
and returned to the kitchen, where I prepared breakfast, 
consisting of fried salt beef, eggs, coffee, bread and jam 
– not exactly appetising but thoroughly wholesome. After 
the linesman and I had breakfasted, the routine work of 
the station set in. I proceeded to the calf pen to see that 
all the cows were brought in and duly milked. At 9 a.m. I 
opened the office for public business. But owing to the fact 
that there are no neighbours within 60 miles, the public 
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is practically non-existent! After the usual office duties I 
again went to the kitchen to think out what would be nice 
for dinner, and to prepare same. Then I proceeded to see 
how the linesman was progressing with the construction of 
the new bathroom from petrol tins. But if no rains eventuate 
I am afraid the bathroom will not be overstrained.
We are a Commonwealth aboriginal depot. At 11 a.m. 
natives in all stages of decrepitude congregated at the 
station for their weekly supply of flour, tea, and tobacco. 
After the issue of rations it was necessary for us to bathe 
in the creek. At noon we laid table for dinner, consisting 
of salt beef, fried potatoes, bread, jam, and coffee. In the 
afternoon I helped the linesman construct the bathroom, 
and at 4 p.m. I was in the garden, weeding the beds. It 
really seems the only place in which grass grows here. At 
5 p.m. I commenced to prepare supper; and at 6 p.m. ate 
same, consisting of salt beef, fried potatoes, bread, jam, 
and cream.  I then returned to the garden, watered the beds 
and planted seeds. All this was done in between regular 
visits to the office. At night, we slept.

The newspaper said ‘To Mr. Woodroffe, goes the first prize, for spirit in 
the most unpleasant conditions.’
By then Ernest was addicted to life in remote Australia, as were a number 
of other Overland Telegraph men. He’d become deeply interested in 
geology and rock formations, spending much of his spare time prospecting 
for gold. Eventually, he was the first to discover gold near Tennant Creek, 
the site being registered as the Peter Pan lease. This quickly led to an 
inundation of miners and others from elsewhere, putting great pressure 
on him in transmitting by morse-code a huge volume of messages. He 
had become widely and well known throughout the areas serviced by the 
OT line, but the unremitting work resulted in him drinking ever more 
heavily. After having been given several warnings – which apparently 
were not complied with – the PMG parted company with him after 25 
years of service.
Still captivated by life in the Outback, he continued mixing with miners, 
but only a few months later was in a car that overturned, killing two 
men and severely injuring him. Intent on staying in the area he went to 
Coniston Station to work as a cook. 

Coniston is a cattle property 300-km north-west from Alice Springs that is 
remembered for being in 
1928 the location for a 
notorious series of events 
when between 30 and 100 
aboriginals were chased, 
shot, and killed by police in 
reprisal for the death of a 
white dingo-trapper. An 
appallingly badly conducted 
investigation followed, and 
the memory of the events is 
still strongly retained by 
aborigines to the present day.
In July 1937, after several 
days of evolving news, papers throughout Australia carried reports along 
these lines: 

The last page in the Coniston Station tragedy was turned last 
night when the coroner found that Arthur James Frederick Baker 
had, while insane, shot and incinerated himself in a burning hut 
after having fatally wounded Ernest Herbert Woodroffe.
Baker’s last words in a statement he left were for his half-
caste girl in Western Australia. At the inquest into Baker’s 
death, which was conducted by Dr. P. J. Reilly, Sergeant 
Koop said that after the shooting he went to Coniston and 
found the charred remains of Baker; all that could be found 
was the skull. He could not find any bullet wounds, but 
he found a .32 calibre revolver with two shells in it, one 
jammed in the firing chamber.
Sgt. Koop then saw Woodroffe, who told him he had been 
shot by Baker with a .32 revolver. 
Woodroffe said that Baker had been mad, shouting and 
threatening to kill everyone. “I had a terrible time with him. 
I went to the kitchen to make coffee, and when it was ready 
I called Baker. I had a carving knife in my hand and was 
cutting up plugs of tobacco when Baker came in. He said 
“Now you’re going to get it,” then shot me and I fell down. 

Remembering the Coniston Massacre,   
www.sbs.com.au/news/
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Baker went out of the kitchen, and I managed to crawl to 
the door and lay there all day. After a while Baker came 
back and said, “Have you had enough?”  I said, “You’ve 
finished me all right”. Baker then went into my camp and 
set fire to it. I heard a number of shots fired when the camp 
was burning. After it was burned down, I saw him lying 
where he is now.”

Sgt. Koop said that Randall Stafford, the owner of Coniston 
Station, later handed him a book. A statement was on the fly 
leaves in writing he was able to identify as Baker’s, which 
read as follows:

“To whom it may concern, – Woodroffe took to me to-day 
with a carving knife. He made a drink of coffee and as I 
went to sit beside him at the fire he tried to knife me. I shot 
him through the side. I know all about Woodie, and he knew 
that when Randall Stafford came he would have to go. He 
has caused a lot of trouble in this place with the natives. 
He’s a blackfellow, so he’s better dead. He caused Randall 
Stafford a lot of bother with the natives. I am sane and 
normal as I write this, and I know the penalty for taking 
life. I have avoided all trouble here. I have struck only in 
self-defence. I have no property. I have a half-caste girl in  
Western Australia. If I have any money coming she must 
have it. I have no relatives and very few friends.”    

The statement was signed “A.J. (Ted) Baker.” 
Stafford told Sgt. Koop that Baker had a peculiar temperament.
The inquest on Woodroofe consisted of practically the same evidence. 
It was believed that an Aboriginal woman at Coniston was an eyewitness 
of the tragedy but she had gone bush and the police were now trying to 
locate her (we have yet to find any report of her ever being located)
The road from Coniston to Alice Springs was too rough for a car, so 
‘Woodie’ was taken by truck to Alice Springs where he died a week later, 
aged 51, and was buried in the Alice Springs cemetery on 17 July 1937. 
He had maintained the telegraph service in a very remote place for many 

years, discovered gold at Tennant Creek, and for over 30 years had lived 
in the Outback frontier-land of Australia.
Less than five years later the Second World War was on Australia’s 
doorstep following Japan’s attack on the USA at Pearl Harbour, and very 
soon afterwards attacks started on Darwin. 
My father, Len Wilson, having joined the RAAF and trained at signalling, 
was sent to the Northern Territory. There are some jobs I wouldn’t have 
associated with the RAAF, such as living and working in a bush camp, 
dozens of kilometres from a primitive miniscule town situated in a 
wilderness. But that’s where he was headed.
The men were taken by the narrow-gauge railway from Port Augusta to 
Alice Springs, then loaded onto trucks where they sat on a flat-top tray for 
four days at ten hours a day while grinding along an unmade dirt track. 
They slept next to the truck. Northward they went, ever northward, and 
eventually arrived at Adelaide River, where they waited doing absolutely 
nothing for several days until positioning orders came through. These 
were to truck off to the east, across almost virgin country for about eighty 
kilometres. Upon arrival at the camp, they were shown a tent and handed 
an axe for cutting down saplings several kilometres away so as to make 
a frame for suspending calico sacking for a bed.
Work began, twelve hours on and twelve hours off, six days a week. 
Signals came in, were processed and sent on. Men wore only boots and 
shorts. Medicines available were minimal, and there were absolutely 
none for treating problems specific to the tropics, such as skin infections. 
Each man did his own washing in a leftover kerosene tin. It was probably 
as primitive as life had been in the early settlements attempted by the 
British a hundred years earlier. During the war and for many years 
afterwards, people in southern Australia had no idea that the Top End 
was attacked by Japanese forces almost one hundred times over 19 
months. The war produced greatly heightened awareness that Australia 
was highly vulnerable in the north. 
The 1970s dawned and I set off on my own adventures, not knowing how 
many and varied were the involvements of people in my family tree.
Perhaps we were, all of us, a bit mad or desperate, or perhaps just 
adventurous and willing to have a go – the great Australian inclination – 
to have a go.
Note: This is the final part of Leigh’s presentation from September 2017.
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by Dawn Lotty
Australia’s involvement in this little-known campaign in northern Russia 
was as a result of the Bolshevik Revolution seizing power in Russia in 
October 1917. 
Consequently, Russia withdrew from the allied forces of World War 
1 and Germany now occupied large areas of that country. Within the 
northern ports of Murmansk and Archangel, were large stocks of military 
equipment, much of it supplied by the allies who did not want them to 
fall into German hands.
The first Australians, a group of six sergeants and three officers were 
chosen in April 1918, as part of a secret military mission of 560 men, 
made up of experienced officers and NCOs drawn from the allied armies 
at that time fighting in France. All had seen considerable service in 
France, with three being veterans of the Gallipoli campaign.
Their job was to train a Russian National Army as the first step in the 
formation of a new eastern front. The Australians were split up and 
assigned to a variety of tasks over a wide area. 
Captain P.F. Lohan served in a variety of administrative positions both 
in Murmansk and Archangel regions. Sergeant R.L. Graham became 
a railway transport officer on the Archangel-Vologda railway, while 
several of the other sergeants were involved in the training of various 
Russian National Army and Finnish units. 
Captain Allan Brown was attached to the North Russian Rifles based at 
Onega, and like a number of other advisers was murdered by his men 
when they mutinied on 20 July 1919 and went over to the Bolsheviks. 
The commander of forces in north Russia, Major General Edmund 
Ironside, was greatly shocked later saying that ‘I now felt a distinct urge 
to extricate myself and my troops as quickly as I could’.
In reality the tiny force was entirely ineffectual. The tremendous conflict 
of revolution and civil war was far too complex to be resolved by a 
handful of allied soldiers who spoke little or no Russian and who did not 
understand the background of the events in which they found themselves. 

Instead of being withdrawn, the men were joined by other allied forces 
and condemned to the rigours of the Russian winter causing some 
consternation in the British press and several instances of soldiers from 
the French and American battalions and the Royal Marines refusing duty. 
It was increasingly clear to the British Cabinet that further effort was not 
going to bring about the desired result. 
On 4 March 1919 the decision was made to withdraw. To ensure the 
orderly and safe evacuation of the forces it was decided to form a relief 
force. Recruiting began almost at once. Consisting of two brigades, it 
was dubbed the North Russian Relief Force. The 100-120 Australians 
who volunteered for duty were to be discharged from the AIF and were 
to re-enlist in the British army as private soldiers for one year. This was 
necessary because the ‘dominion’ Prime Ministers were not interested in 
providing forces for the intervention, and indeed opposed it altogether. 

The AIF authorities relinquished control over the men and responsibility 
for them while they were part of the relief force but undertook to repatriate 
them to Australia after they returned to Britain from Russia. 

The majority of the Australians 
served in the 45th Battalion 
Royal Fusiliers, and the 201st 
Special Battalion, Machine Gun 
Corps. They arrived in Archangel 
in early June and immediately 
moved up the Dvina River to 
a camp at Osinova. June and 
July were taken up with training 
exercises, often conducted with 
the Russian National Army. 
Ambush operations took place 
around Troitska to the south 
with the intention of keeping 
the Revolutionary Bolshevik 
Army off balance and prepare the 
Russian National Army for the 
day, rapidly approaching, when 
the allied forces would withdraw. 
All the while suppressing the 
July mutinies among the Russian 
National Army.

Map showing location of Archangel, Russia
www.naval-history.net/WW1z05NorthRussia.htm

Australians 
at Archangel 

1918–1919
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On 26 July Britain’s Lord Rawlinson was sent to Archangel to oversee 
the conduct of the evacuation. Before he arrived, 
Major General Ironside launched a large-scale 
offensive on both sides of the river, designed to deal 
the Bolshevik Army in the region a heavy blow by 
preventing them from interfering with the 
withdrawal of allied troops. It was overall a very 
successful operation, with the enemy suffering many 
casualties and losing a large amount of equipment. 
Small-scale patrol activities continued in order to 
screen the removal of stores and equipment and by 
26-27 September the relief force had been successfully 
withdrawn from the Archangel. Murmansk was 

evacuated on 12 October, after which the flotilla of 
troopships and escorts sailed for Britain. 

The success of these attacks may have resulted from the fact that the enemy 
had no intention of interrupting the allied evacuation. The main Bolshevik 
Army activity in early August was on the Siberian front, where the Russian 
National Armies were falling back in disarray. This serves to emphasise 
even further the pointlessness of allied intervention in north Russia.
The reaction in Australia to these events was muted. The newspapers carried 
many stories about the revolution in Russia and several of the papers carried 
critical editorials relating to Australia’s involvement. The Melbourne Truth 
on 24 May, for example, argued that Australians should not be part of an 
attempt to suppress a popular revolution and set up a military dictatorship 
and called for the removal of Australians from the force.
However, the report of the men’s return to 
Australia and the award of Victoria Crosses to 
Arthur Sullivan who under heavy fire rescued 
four soldiers who had fallen into a deep swamp, 
and Samuel Pearse for storming and capturing a 
blockhouse while under heavy machine gun fire, 
was widely covered in the mainstream press. 
For the men involved it was an interesting, even 
an exciting, interlude before they returned home. 
But their presence was unable to alter the fact 
that external intervention in the Russian civil war 
would not affect the outcome, and their activities 
in north Russia condemned to death the Russian 
National Army who had placed faith in them.

Arthur Sullivan V.C.
from Forgotten Valour

by Peter Quinlivian

Samuel Pearse V.C.
from Wikipedia

German-Australian Genealogy & History Alliance
As a member of The Australasian Federation of Family History 
Organisations our Society has been contacted by the German-Australian 
Genealogy & History Alliance (GAGHA).
The GAGHA is an informal network of German-Australian history and 
genealogy organisations who have an interest in ensuring that research 
and knowledge about German-Australian history is disseminated 
widely and, where possible, freely.
Members commit to the following:
• share research and research strategies as freely as possible
• help develop working relationships between organisations and 

individuals
• contribute to a central catalogue of research and resources 
• actively promote the field of German-Australian Genealogy & 

History research & the work of the Alliance
Currently members include:
• The Genealogical Society of the Northern Territory
• Lutheran Archives
• The Genealogical Society of Queensland (German Interest Group) 
• The Queensland Family History Society (Central European Group)
• The Ku-ring-gai Historical Society (German Group)
• The South Australian Genealogy and Heraldry Society (Germanic & 

Continental European Group)
• Wend/Sorb Society of South Australia
• Deutsche Arbeitsgemeinschaft genealogischer Verbände (DAGV)
• The Genealogical Society of Victoria (International Settlers Group)
• Maryborough Family Heritage Institute
• German-Australian Community Centre Queensland (GACCQ)
You can visit their website at germanheritage.org.au which has 
information on name changes for German people on arrival in 
Australia, and includes surnames being researched and current projects 
on Adelaide and Tasmania settlements.
From 17-19 August at the University of Adelaide a Conference will 
be held of German-Australian History and Heritage. Details and 
registration process can be found at conference2018.germanheritage.
org.au They are also live streaming and recording the presentations. 
Registration for this can be found at germanheritage.streaming.net.au
Following the conference, two of the international speakers, Dirk 
Weissleder and Andrea Bentschneider, will be touring Brisbane, 
Sydney, Canberra, Melbourne, Hobart and Perth, presenting lectures 
and intensive workshops. Details of these can be found at events.
historyhelper.com.au
If you are researching German ancestors some of this information may 
be helpful to you.

http://germanheritage.org.au/
http://conference2018.germanheritage.org.au/
http://conference2018.germanheritage.org.au/
http://germanheritage.streaming.net.au/
http://events.historyhelper.com.au/
http://events.historyhelper.com.au/
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By Carol Donaghey

Remembering Andrew

At the Society's 25th Anniversary Celebrations 
Andrew, the newest Member at the time, assists the oldest Member, 

Member No. 1, Marie Hart, with 'Cutting the cake' 
Smiling Faces – Great Memories!

My late husband, Andrew, was a popular 
and well-known member of this Society. 
His recent passing not only left a huge 
gap in my life but also with his friends in 
our community.
He was a cheerful, enthusiastic and 
energetic man who made friends easily 
and who left a lasting impression on 
those he met.
Andrew was born on 23 June 1948 in 
Belfast, Co Antrim, Northern Ireland, 
the eldest of seven – two brothers and 
four sisters. 
He had entrepreneurial skills that started 
from the age of four years when he would 
ask the men who parked their cars in his 
street if he could sit on their running 
boards and mind their car for a penny.
Andrew started his working life in a 
service station at the age of 15. By 
17 he had moved into dry cleaning 
deliveries, successfully running his own 
van before driving double-decker buses 
in Belfast and being a bus conductor in 
Birmingham, England.
Growing up a Catholic in Belfast was 
dangerous and challenging and when 
the troubles started in the late 1960s 
Andrew knew it was time to move away. 
He emigrated to Australia in 1972 and 
said one of the best days of his life was 
when he attained Australian citizenship 
in 1976. He was proud of being Irish 
but after migrating to Australia told 
people he was an Australian who was 
born in Ireland.

He drove buses in Sydney for the 
first six months then applied to 
the Commonwealth Car Pool for a 
position as a Government driver. 
Eighteen months later he was promoted 
to the VIP pool, driving overseas 
dignitaries including Presidents and 
Prime Ministers, royalty, Government 
Ministers and diplomats.

During 16 years in the car pool Andrew 
met Pope John Paul II, drove one of 
the cars in Prince Charles and Diana’s 
Australian tour in 1983 and drove in 
five tours with the Queen. He always 
remembered how he played with 
eighteen-month old Prince William 
during Charles and Diana’s visit.

For seven years Andrew was personal 
assistant and driver to Sir William 
McKell, former Governor-General of 
Australia with whom he developed a 
close friendship.
I met Andrew in 1995 when we both 
went to work for the same Minister in 
the NSW State Government. It was clear 
that he was professional, intelligent and 
a very popular member of staff.

The following year Andrew’s 18 year 
old daughter, Tara died suddenly when 
she went into cardiac arrest during 
an asthma attack. He was the father 
of four daughters Jacqueline, Tara, 
Shannon and Fiona and this tragedy 
shattered the family and eventually his 
marriage ended.
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We started seeing each other in 1997 and were married in 2000. In our 21 
years together we crammed a lifetime of living and memories, travelling 
overseas several times as well as many places in Australia.
Andrew had a great love and respect for his grandmother Minnie and he 
took after her in being a helping hand to anyone who needed it. I was 
with him when he got off a bus in Sydney to give $5 to a homeless man. 
He gave tips to the bus drivers on Christmas Day because they were 
working to drive us around. Andrew looked for opportunities to help 
someone else and his generosity was endless.
He was a problem solver, always finding a way around things, and he 
was observant – growing up in Belfast made him aware of anything and 
everything.
Andrew made a difference to everyone he met. Many people in our 
community have been helped by him in some way although some of his 
admirers initially thought he was ‘an acquired taste’.

His three grandchildren Finola, Eoin and Juliet live overseas so he shared 
my nine grandchildren and became their much-loved Poppy Andrew. 
He enjoyed all kinds of music and his hobbies included his collection of 
model buses, cars and trains. He joined our family history society and headed 
full scale into researching his ancestry thoroughly and systematically, 

Andrew - Smiles followed him wherever he went 
Christmas in July Luncheon 2016 (Back 3rd from R)

producing booklets 
on various branches 
which he sent to 
relatives overseas. 
Earlier this year we 
both had our DNA 
analysed. Andrew 
was predictably 95% 
Irish and 5% British!
He discovered a talent for gardening two years ago after major surgery 
when he reorganised the communal gardens where we live, turning a 
virtual wilderness into a botanical garden.

Andrew maintained a positive 
attitude throughout his illness. He 
never complained and never asked 
why – we still went out for coffee and 
lunch when he felt up to it.

Last year he decided that each month 
on the relevant dates, we would 
celebrate our birthday, anniversary 
and Christmas. He presented me 
with some beautiful cards on these 
special days.

Andrew said life was like a book – we had a 
number of chapters to our lives. Tara’s book 
had 18 chapters – Andrew’s had 70.
While he is now at rest he will live on in our 
hearts, in the home he provided for me, in the 
gardens he created.
The world is a better place for Andrew 
passing through. He was my best friend and 
he made me laugh every day.
Note: Andrew died on Saturday 12 May 
2018. There were 160 people in attendance 
at his memorial service. Thank you to 
all who attended – a fitting tribute to a 
remarkable man.

Andrew, with Jenny Craddock at the 
Society's Christmas in July 2016

Andrew (Drew) Donaghey 
23 June 1948 – 12 May 2018 

He made a difference

Andrew with Marlene Lester & Tanya Binning 
The Society's 30th Birthday Celebrations
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Timeline of important events during the First World War: 1918

31 August to 1 September
Mont St Quentin was considered an impregnable fortress heavily 
fortified by the Germans. At 5am on 31 August Australian troops the 
17th Battalion supported by the 19th and 20th Battalions attacked, taking 
the Germans by surprise. The Germans regrouped and the Australians 
were pushed off the summit. On 1 September with the addition of the 
6th Brigade’s 21st, 23rd, 24th Divisions the Australians finally captured 
the Mont.
At the same time the 14th and 15th Brigades with the help of the 53rd 
and 54th Battalions cleared Anvil Wood and attacked Peronne as the 
Germans withdrew to the Hindenburg Line blowing up bridges as they 
retreated.

18 – 19 September
The Australian front line now faced the ridge at Bellicourt and Bellenglise. 
Commencing at 5am the planned assault had little effect. Deciding to try 
again at 11pm in pouring rain and darkness the Australians, out-numbered 
six to one, took the ridge. 

Exhaustion and a sense of 
exploitation was evident in 
the Australian camp. Their 
numbers were dwindling, 
reinforcements were not 
forthcoming and several 
Battalions were disbanded 
resulting in several near 
mutinies. On 21 September the 
1st Battalion refused to return 
to the front line and the men 
were charged with desertion. 

118 soldiers were sentenced to ten years imprisonment (suspended on 
the signing of the Armistice on 11 November). 

Diary of a War
by Dawn Lotty

King George V at Riqueval Bridge, 
St Quentin Canal cutting, © Public Domain

29 September
The Australians now faced the 
Hindenburg Line at Bellicourt 
and the St Quentin Canal that 
was sealed at both ends and 
mined with explosives. The 3rd 
and 5th Divisions attacked the 
southern end of the Canal 
enabling engineers to remove 
the mines and Bellicourt was 
captured.

1 October
The 10th Australian Light Horsemen were the first Allied forces to 
enter Turkish-controlled Damascus and the city formally surrendered. 
T. E. Lawrence helped establish an interim Arab government in Syria 
under Prince Faisal. On 30 October Turkey surrendered and signed the 
Armistice with the Allies.

5 – 9 October
The 21st and 24th Battalions were ordered to charge 500 metres up a 
hill to capture the town of Montbrehain. Only 500 soldiers remained, 
a quarter of their original strength, so the 2nd Pioneer Battalion was 
ordered to assist. 40 machine guns and 90 Germans were captured in the 
successful action but cost 430 Australian casualties.
This was the Australians last battle on the western front, having broken 
through the final section of the Hindenberg Line.

3 November
The former Austro-Hungarian Empire surrendered and signed the 
Armistice.

9 November
Kaiser Wilhelm II abdicated.

11 November
Germany signed the Armistice and fighting ceased on the Western Front.

The total cost of the War was 61 513 Australians died and 152 000 
were wounded.

Southern entrance of the Bellicourt Tunnel 
at Riqueval, © Public Domain 
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Can you find a comfy spot to read your September issue of The Cedar Log? 
As I write my contribution it is a very cold June day which we don’t often 
experience, so the promise of Spring coming soon is a very welcome 
thought indeed.
I must start by lamenting the sad loss we endured in May with the death 
of Andrew Donaghey. He was very unwell for quite a long time but was 
always a bright spark at our meetings with a warm greeting for everyone 
and a kiss for all the ladies present. We will greatly miss his cheerfulness 
and can only guess at the devastation Carol will be feeling in her loss. 
Our kindest thoughts remain with her as she carries on.
Jackie Chalmers was most unwell at that time too and needed to spend 
time in hospital after surgery. We hope she has fully recovered and taking 
good care of herself now.  
In April Nola had a chance meeting with Gloria Booker when she was 
visiting Ballina from her home in Glen Innes and they had a good old 
catch-up over a cup of coffee. Kerrie Alexander and her husband Geoff 
were busy in May with the Alstonville Rotary Antiques and Collectibles 
Fair which they started nine years earlier. The proceeds have greatly 
benefited many charities and projects. Kerrie remains an avid collector 
of china depicting royalty.
John Broadley was pleased to be approached by the producers of Who 
Do You Think You Are? about his lifelong interest in The Dreadnought 
Boys. He is now hoping that if anything comes of their enquiry it may 
help to find more ‘old boys’ he believes to be unrecorded. Of course, if 
you should possess knowledge of the Dreadnoughts he will always be 
very pleased to hear from you.
In June we had 105 single memberships, 21 couple and 7 honorary 
memberships and of those people Shirley McAnelly, Leonie Oliver, Dawn 
Lotty and Kerrie Alexander had ancestors who had travelled to Australia 
on The Adam Lodge. This made for a most interesting presentation 
coordinated by Dawn and attended by a visitor whose family had been 
passengers too.

All in the Family

News From Within the Society 
by Marie Hart

There are many members whom we seldom see at our monthly meetings 
which means we don’t really know them so we would be delighted if 
they will attend to enjoy a lively gathering, hear good speakers, have a 
cup of tea and even a biscuit or two. Sometimes, even cake!
Would you like to receive your journal via email, hot off the press and 
in brilliant colour? Just let us know and you will be pleased that you no 
longer have to await the postman, and as bulk postage has increased yet 
again, you will have a nice warm feeling that you are helping reduce our 
Society expenses!

NICK VINE HALL AWARD
by Carol Donaghey

The Editorial Team of Jackie, Dawn and myself are very pleased 
to announce that our journal The Cedar Log (December 2017 
issue) was the winner of Category A of the Nick Vine Hall Award 
for 2018.
This prestigious Award is given out annually to societies that are 
members of the Australasian Federation of Family History 
Organisations for the best family history journal or newsletter in 
Australia and New Zealand for the 
preceding year.
Category A is a Society with less than 
500 members and Category B for over 
500 members.
The judges look for a Society that 
submits a well-presented journal or 
newsletter with the best content, both in 
quality and range of articles, and for the 
quality and diversity of news items and 
information.
The award includes a wall plaque, $300 
to the Society and a certificate.
We hope members are as pleased as we are. 
It is quite an achievement for our Society and encouraging that our 
Cedar Log journal has been recognised in this way.
Many thanks to all those members who submit their stories for the 
journal. You too are part of this success.

The Winning Edition, 
December 2017
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new life in Australia. Useful items relating to Jewish communities and 
records, Dutch and Mediterranean genealogy can be found in June Kith 
& Kin from The Cape Banks FHS.  A review on Dubbo to the Turn of the 
Century and Districts 1818–1900 also appears. June issue of Descent 
from the Society of Australian Genealogists has details of their 
genealogical events until October. You may not be a member but can still 
attend them at the specified price for non-members.

No Privacy for Writing by Andrew Hassam is 
a collection of eight shipboard diaries written 
between 1852 and 1879 by passengers on the long 
and tedious voyage from England to Australia.  
In writing of your own ancestors, you may find 
these first-hand accounts will allow you to better 
understand their courage in undertaking such a 
journey. Check out the Ballina Library.

In an article written by Barbara Bolt of Sippy 
Downs, Qld for the New Zealand Genealogist 
she said ‘my advice to those who are newcomers 
to family history would be to never give up.  
Brick walls are there to be a challenge, not an 
obstacle’. Well said. In Root and Branch from 
West Surrey FHS the editors spoke of memorial 

inscriptions recorded by volunteers that are now barely readable, which 
illustrates the value of their early work. The Society has recorded 
inscriptions for 124,395 names. Using Irish Societies is an article in 
Irish Roots No 106 and perhaps a new source for you to explore. The 
Shropshire FHS June journal has many splendid articles of general 
interest for family history enthusiasts.
In Now and Then enewsletter from State Archives in March I read that 
over 600 doctors from the University of Sydney were involved in the First 
World War. You can see their photos in Beyond 1914 – The University 
of Sydney and the Great War project which has a searchable database of 
biographies and information.
If you take on a duty in the MHL you will find that during quiet periods 
you can have a great old time reading recommended publications and 
advancing your own research, then writing an article to tell us of your 
marvellous successes! And if you have some interesting suggestions for 
our Saturday meetings, or The Cedar Log, or our Library, the Committee 
would appreciate hearing from you.

No Privacy For Writing 
by Andrew Hassam

There is so much going on around the traps it is difficult to know where 
to start but do read on and maybe some of the information will relate 
precisely to your needs. It has been a long time since we heard from the 
Western Australian Genealogical Society but following Don’s repeated 
requests we have received their five most recent journals – and excellent 
publications they are. The 150th anniversary of the Hougoumont, the last 
arrival of a convict ship to the West is creating much interest for them. 
If your interests are in South Australia you will be pleased to know that 
200,000 records of those who came to that State have been made available 
at free family history website www.familysearch.org.  They date from 
1849 to 1940 with names and ages of 201,371 immigrants, British or 
Irish. Read more in Who Do You Think You Are? of December 2017, 
available in the MHL.

Perhaps Melbourne is the centre of your 
research so a visit to Ballina’s Library will 
find the beautifully illustrated and descriptive 
The Melbourne Book by Maree Coote 
which is sure to impress you. The National 
Library of Australia in Canberra is planning 
many events to celebrate its half century to 
be reached in August this year. Volunteers 
at the State Library of NSW have finished 
transcribing 108,474 pages of First World War 
diaries in readiness for the coming centenary 
of the end of that War (SL Winter 2018). What 
a valuable resource for researchers this will 
be in the future.

You may not have family interests in Moruya on the South Coast of 
NSW but the journal which came to us from their Historical Society in 
June features good yarns about early days of cricket, roller skating, ping 
pong and cycling while wearing long dresses, suits and hats – no skin 
cancers for them in those early days!
Hurstville FHS has disbanded and passed their holdings on to the 
Liverpool Genealogy Society (Links‘n’Chains June 2018). Good reading 
in that journal with more reminiscences of ten pound Poms starting a 

The Melbourne Book, 
by Maree Coote

From the Media… by Marie Hart

         In the Loop
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Journal Gleanings
Australian
These journals are on the shelves in our Library and may be borrowed so 
you can read them at your leisure. You may well pick up some clues that 
are unlikely to be found in other places.
How Did the DNA Craze Start  Ancestor June 18
Guide to Researching NSW Records Part 1  Ancestor June 18
Handing on Your Family History Research  Tracks June 18
Forbes Early Years and Railway  Lachlan Valley Gold June 18
German Students at Townsville Grammar  Relatively Speaking July 18
Commissariat Store Museum Brisbane  Relatively Speaking July 18
Finding My Foundling  Western Ancestor June 18

Overseas
NZ Colonial Women in Business  NZ Genealogist April 18
Tracing Quaker Ancestors  Central Scotland FHS March 18
A Railway Town at Work (10 pages)  Central Scotland FHS March 18
My Ancestor was a Glover  WDYTYA Dec 18
Researching Co Limerick Ancestors  Irish Roots 2nd Qr No 106 18
News from Jersey Heritage  NZ Genealogist June 18     

eJournals
by Jackie Chalmers

The following eJournals may be read on the computer in the Marie Hart Library. 
Australian (A-F)
The Ships List 
 Australian Institute of Genealogical Studies, The Genealogist, Mar 18
Rita Goes Home 
 Australian Institute of Genealogical Studies, The Genealogist, Mar 18
Family Dictionary 
 Australian Institute of Genealogical Studies, The Genealogist, Jun 18
The Stories Behind Headstones 
 Bathurst Family History Society, Carillon Chimes, Feb 18
Divorce in the 1890s – Johnson v Johnson 
 Bathurst Family History Society, Carillon Chimes, May 18.      
Unusual Occupation 
 Bega Valley Genealogy Society Inc., The Valley Genealogist, Feb 18 
Railway Collision at Bowral in 1886 – Part 1 
 Berrima and District FHS, Newsletter, Mar 18

An Interesting Article Bundaberg G A, Family Ties, Jun 18
Celebrating Our Pioneer Women 
 Central Coast & District FHS Inc., E-Muster, Apr 18
My Grandfather JSD – a Man in a Hurry 
 Cooroy–Noosa Genealogical & HRG Inc., Missing Link, May 18
Mr C E BRUNCKHORST – Obituary Dalby FHS Inc., Dalby Delver, Apr 18
Convict SARAH MARSHALL haunts her Grave 
 Descendants of Convicts Group, The Mail, May-Jun 18
New Zealand Convicts Sent to Australia 
  Descendants of Convicts Group, The Mail, Jul-Aug18
WW1 Deaths in Liverpool Army Camp 
 Dubbo and District FHS, Newsletter, May-Jun 18
Cavell Manna Echuca–Moama, Bridges and Branches, Mar 18
Fortuna Villa Echuca–Moama, Bridges and Branches, Jun 18
Celebrating, Commemorating and Forgetting the Early Convicts Part 2 
 Fellowship of the First Fleeters, Founders, Jun-Jul 18
Growing Up in Gladstone 
 Genealogical Society Gladstone District Inc., Time Line, Mar 18
Who Were the Lawson Family? 
 Hawkesbury FHS, The Hawkesbury Crier, Jun 18
William Tunks 1754–1821  Hawkesbury-Nepean Chapter Fellowship 
of First Fleeters, Newsletter, Winter 18

Overseas (A-F)
Robert CAIRNS – a Man of Many Words 
 Aberdeen & NE Scotland FHS, Aberdeen Journal, May 18
The Oaks Colliery Explosion 1847 Barnsley FHS, Domus Historiae, Apr 18
General Data Protection Regulation 2018 
 Barnsley FHS, Domus Historiae, Jul 18
Early Poor Law Records in Bedfordshire   Bedfordshire FHS, Journal, Jun 18
My Teaching Days Brant County FHS, Brantches, Mar 17
Researching a Place Buckinghamshire FHS, Origins, Summer 2018
General Data Protection Regulation Calderdale FHS, The Scrivener, Jun 18
Daniel ARCHER “Transported for 15 Years” 
 Cambridgeshire FHS, The Journal, Summer 18
Windows 10 Fast Startup FH Society of Cheshire, Cheshire Ancestor, Jun 18
Epitaphs from Headstones 
 Chesterfield & District FHS, Chesterfield Magazine, Jun 18
Wills and My Family Felixstowe-Furness FHS, Furness Families, Jun 18
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Some different web sites as gleaned from the Cambridgeshire 
monthly newsletter.
WWI – Nurses diaries scrapbooks etc. 
Service Scrapbooks: Nursing and Storytelling in the First World War focuses 
on the First World War stories of nine nurses and one VAD (Voluntary Aid 
Detachment). Each one of them left behind a scrapbook detailing their 
experiences in the Great War. With Heritage Lottery Funding, the Royal College 
of Nursing (RCN) has been able to digitise these documents and research the 
remarkable women who made them, tracing their wartime stories.

https://www.rcn.org.uk/servicescr
Bomber Command UK
The International Bomber Command Centre (IBCC) is a world-class facility to 
serve as a point for recognition, remembrance and reconciliation for Bomber 
Command. Providing the most comprehensive record of the Command in the 
world, the IBCC ensures that generations to come can learn of their vital role in 
protecting the freedom we enjoy today.

https://internationalbcc.co.uk/
US GenWeb Project
The USGenWeb Project is a group of volunteers working together and having 
fun providing free online genealogy help and information for every U.S. state 
and county. Our national site provides links to state sites, which, in turn, provide 
gateways to the counties. We also sponsor important Special Projects, gathering 
useful data you can access for free. I’m proud of the variation you’ll see in site 
style and content across our many web sites. It shows the wonderful diversity 
of our volunteers!

http://www.usgenweb.org/
National Archives - UK - Historic Images
What are these images? 
We’ve selected these images to give a flavour of our massive holdings. As well 
as our 11 million catalogued documents our collection of maps, photographs 
and artwork is huge and it’s also growing as more images are located in files 
and new material arrives from government departments.

https://www.flickr.com/photos/nationalarchives

Snippets from Don
by Don Howell

Google is a great search engine for finding just about anything, but not 
necessarily your family tree. However, here are a few ideas to improve 
your chances of finding more about an ancestor, their hometown, or 
business by using Google. 
First, narrow the search. Place quotation marks (“) around the names 
or keywords you are searching. If it is a person’s name such as William 
Aubrey; you can submit

 “William Aubrey” or “Aubrey, William”.
 If you are looking for an obituary, type with quote marks

“obituary”.
To avoid getting an individual who is not your ancestor and from a 
location that is not a family hometown, use the minus sign (–) before the 
key words you do not want found. For example, you are looking for an 
ancestor named William Aubrey who only lived in Brecon but there is 
also a William Aubrey from London, not related – in the search box type

 “William Aubrey” –“London”.
(using quotes again)

You can even place a minus sign with a couple of names or places not 
wanted. Example:

“William Aubrey” –“London” –“Bath”.
(Place that minus right next to the word not wanted)

To find a surname in the text of a document or book, use ‘allintext’ before 
the key name or word. Place a colon after allintext:

allintext: "William Aubrey".
The time frame is important. If your ancestor lived roughly between 
1700 and 1800 (giving yourself a bit of a spread) when you don’t know 
the exact dates use the periods (…) and dates in the search. Example:

 “Aubrey, William” 1700 … 1800. 
(Note, use the surname first for the name)

Google Search
by Dawn Lotty

https://www.rcn.org.uk/servicescrapbooks
https://internationalbcc.co.uk/
http://www.usgenweb.org/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/nationalarchives
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On Google’s home page, there is a ‘Settings’ link in the lower right-hand 
corner. Click on it and you’ll get a drop ‘up’ menu. From there, click 
‘Advanced Search’ to help narrow your search.
Work on a Google search at least every one to two months because new 
web sites, family trees, books, images, and databases go online. See what 
you can discover using these techniques.
In the Google search box type in Googling Your Genealogy. It will 
bring up a number of YouTube videos on researching your family history 
as well as many websites to try. The best part is that the Google search 
is free.
Note:  Dawn has had considerable success using this method of Google 
search.

−−− ∞∞∞ −−−

Recent Accessions into the Marie Hart Library
by Eldon Wright

Richmond Recollections: Outreach project – North Coast Region 
of TAFE (Rz–019)
Sketches of Old Rockhampton: Edith Neish and Lorna McDonald 
(Hqld–072)
The Sydney Gazette and NSW Advertiser March 4 1804 to Feb 24 
1805: The William Dixon Foundation (T–042)
Wreckers Smugglers and Pirates in South Eastern Australian 
Waters: Jack Loney (M–057)

New Members
A Warm Welcome to new members 

from Membership Secretary, 
Nola Rodey

We are pleased to welcome the following new members who have 
joined our Society within the past few weeks:

991 Mr Lawrence Trim Ballina NSW 2478
992 Mrs Lesley Kirk Lennox Head 2478

For those members who were unable to attend meetings over the last three 
months this is a summary of the topics presented by our guest speakers. 

June
‘All Aboard The Adam Lodge’ was a topic coordinated by member Dawn 
Lotty. There were two voyages that were non-stop from Ireland to the 
Colony of New South Wales carrying government selected passengers, 
industrious free Irish settlers, their families and single women and men 
of a certain age. Accommodation was segregated by sex and lacking 
privacy and their diet consisted of potatoes, salt beef and salt pork. 
Passengers on the 1837 journey 
included ancestors of Shirley 
McAnelly; Leonie Oliver and Dawn 
Lotty while on the 1841 journey the 
forebears of Kerrie Alexander.

Some of these presentations will 
be published in future Cedar Log 
journals.

July
New member Judy Cosgrove presented a talk on the accidental death of 
her ancestor Horace Neville Bayley in 1934.
Findmypast family historian Myko Clelland was 
the presenter of a Podcast for this month’s meeting. 
Titled My Ancestors are from Britain – What Do 
I Do Next? Myko gave advice on the best ways 
to research in Britain including the importance of 
maps, shipping passenger lists, and the usual British 
records of censuses, electoral registers and military 
records but also Bishops’ transcripts, newspapers 
and occupational records.

Monthly Speakers
by Carol Donaghey 

The Adam Lodge from 
https://sites.google.com/site/1837adamlodge/home

Myko Clelland 
@DapperHistorian

https://www.google.com/
https://www.google.com/
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Carol Brown will install Myko’s talk on a computer in the Marie Hart 
Library so you can access it there but he also has a blog on the internet. 
Go to: blog.findmypast.co.uk to discover a huge variety of sources and 
detailed information that may help you with your research.

Many thanks to Don Howell for downloading the video and notes.

August
Eldon Wright as Returning Officer conducted 
the election of Committee members at our 
Annual General Meeting. The Committee 
stayed the same with the exception of Nola 
Rodey who after 32 years has resigned from 
her position. Nola received a well-deserved 
standing ovation from the members present 
as a tribute to her many roles over the years. 
Nola is not only a hardworking, reliable and 
conscientious member but she is also a most 
delightful lady who is always willing to lend a 
hand. Members welcomed Jan Ousby who was 
elected to fill the vacant Committee position. 

Robyn Hilan presented an amusing and entertaining talk titled Beware! 
Dangers Lurking – Pitfalls in Family History. Most researchers have 
family stories that may or may not be fact and while delving into the 
legends is adventurous – remember it is important to pass on the right 
story. Colourful characters enliven our stories but we need to make sure 
the ‘pirate’ or the ‘convict’ story is actually truth before we add it to our 
family tree.

Leonie related how a convict in her ancestry was discounted because it 
was not acceptable to some family members. They found another person 
with the same name who was a Minister of the Church and decided to 
accept that one because it looked better on their tree!

Kerrie Alexander took 47 years to finally discover where her grandmother 
came from in Ireland. 

Robyn stressed to be careful about information in family trees online. 
Don’t just accept what you find. You have to verify the facts. What you 
know could fill a book. What you don’t know could fill a library.

Welcome Jan Ousby 
to Committee

The Richmond-Tweed Family History Society Inc. was established in 1983 to serve 
the family history needs of researchers initially with a special interest in Northern New 
South Wales, Australia in the area bounded by the Richmond and Tweed Rivers, often 
referred to as the Northern Rivers.
The Marie Hart Library holds numerous local records including the Local Schools 
Admission Registers, Cemetery Records, Burial Records and Honour and Memorial 
Rolls from many locations within the Northern Rivers.
Over the years the library has expanded and now holds a wealth of information from 
across Australia including historical and pioneer records, war records, shipping lists, 
probate records, landholder returns, Colonial Secretary papers, cemetery  books 
etc. and journals including those from other English speaking countries. Access to 
Microfiche, CDs and a computer connected to the genealogical website Findmypast 
is also available. Contact Carol Brown on 02 6687 8443 if you need assistance.
The Society is able to do small family history searches for a fee of $15 per hour. Please 
include a 22 x 11 cm SAE and research fees where applicable. 

Journal of the Richmond-Tweed Family History Society Inc.
Published March, June, September & December

The Editor, Carol Donaghey, would be pleased to accept articles for inclusion in this 
journal. Ideally they should be sent by email to Carol at carold2478@gmail.com 
but typed hard copy is also welcomed. The format preferred is Times New Roman 
font; 12 point; single spacing. 
Please add your contact details as the Editor may need to discuss with you any 
editing, abridgement or deferral to a future date of any material submitted for 
publication. It is your responsibility to ensure that your article does not infringe 
copyright. Items remain the copyright of the Richmond-Tweed Family History 
Society and the author.
Your input is important and makes for interesting and diverse reading for our 
members as well as to the other readers of our journal throughout Australia and 
overseas. We would love to hear about how you broke down those brick walls or 
any interesting information you have found out about an ancestor, so get those 
fingers typing.
The society does not accept responsibility for opinions and statements published by 
individual contributors. Original material in this journal may be reproduced with written 
permission from the society

Cedar LogTHE



The Society meets at the Players Theatre, 24 Swift Street, Ballina – unless otherwise advised. 
Society meetings are held every month except January. The Society meets at 2.00 pm on the first 
Saturday of each month except for April and July when it meets at 1.00 pm.

DATES TO REMEMBER

Saturday 1 September: Subject: ‘Dr Ludwig Bernstein – an early Mayor of 
Lismore’. Speaker: Kevin Olivieri.
Tuesday 4 September: The RTFHS Writers’ Group meets on the first TUESDAY 
of each month – at 1.00 pm – at the Marie Hart Library. Phone Group Leader 
Joan Fraser (6686 9664) for further details.
Saturday 6 October: Vodcast: ‘Scottish Genealogy – Finding people’.
Saturday 3 November: Subject: ‘It’s over! The End of World War 1’. Speaker: 
Phillip Bradley. Also, a special High Tea in honour of the occasion! 
Saturday 2 December: Christmas Party at Summerland House Farm.

 
 
 
 
 
 

MEMBERSHIP
Membership fees for the year 1 January 2018 to 31 December 2018 are 
$35 Individual/$45 Joint Membership. Journals will be sent to financial 
members only.

SoCIETy EvENTS
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