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Changes to Classes of Members and 

Levels of Subscriptions 

Class 1 April 2022 

Paper Journal  

UK Individual 10.00 

UK Family (in same house) 12.00 

UK Institution 12.00 

Overseas (Individual or Institution) Air Mail 15.00 

e-Journal  

UK & Overseas - Individual or Institution 5.00 

The Executive Committee, in accordance with the Society’s Constitution 

clause 8 Subscriptions, is giving notice of ‘Changes to Classes of Members 

Rationale 
 

• To simplify the subscription structure and improve the administration of 
the collection process. 

• To recognise the lower costs incurred by the Society in the publication 
and distribution of the e-Journal version of the Doncaster Ancestor. 

 

To summarise: 
 

• There are to be no increases in membership subscriptions. 
• We will no longer offer an Overseas Surface Mail class. The preferred 

option of our Overseas members is to receive the journal via Air mail. 
• A new unified UK & Overseas e-Journal class of membership at £5.00. 
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From the Editor  

Disclaimer 
The Editor reserves the right to edit and defer items sent for inclusion in this 
journal. It is the contributor’s responsibility to ensure that items submitted do 
not breach copyright laws. Opinions expressed in this publication are those of 
their author and not necessarily those of the Society. 

Hello and welcome to the Winter edition of Doncaster Ancestor. 
 

Well I can’t believe that another year is drawing to a close, and what a year it 
has been. With Coronavirus we have had lock downs and different rules about 
mixing, and in the end we were all confused about what we could and couldn’t 
do. Finally everything was relaxed and now cases are on the increase again. 
 

I would like to say a big thank you to all the people who sent in articles this 
time, as at one stage, there wasn’t going to be a journal. Initially, I had very 
few articles sent to me and thought I was going to have to be a magician and 
“pull something out of the hat”. As I have said on numerous occasions, this is 
your magazine and I need help to be able to fill it.  
 

Marion has shared her story about being adopted, and the final part will be in 
the Spring Ancestor. 
 

Please let me have your views about the Ancestor and anything that you 
would like to see featured in future editions 

 

I would like to wish all our members a Merry Christmas and 
a Happy & Healthy New Year 

 

 

 

 

 

Jenny Ellis 

doncasterancestor@doncasterfhs.co.uk 

 

Deadline for the next edition is 8th Jan 2022 at the latest. 
Please send in any articles, preferably as a Word Document. 

The journal is published in February, May, August and November. 
Vol 32 No1 Edition will be published in Feb 2022. 
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Monthly Meetings via ZOOM 

November 24th  From the Mill to Monte Carlo by Anne Fletcher  
   Joseph Hobson Jagger: Yorkshire’s Man who broke  
   the bank at Monte Carlo 

 

Anne is his great, great niece and she will talk about her search for her 
ancestor’s story and how newly discovered sources and the assistance of 
local history societies helped her prevent his extraordinary life from being lost 
to history.    

 

January 26th 2022   Getting the Most Out Of Your Old Family Photos  
    by Stephen Gill 
 

A look at the history of family photography and showing how you can learn 
valuable information from even the most mundane images. 
Stephen Gill is a fully qualified photographer, photo restorer and teacher and 
is the author of “The Family Detective” and soon to be released “Dating by 
Design” 
 

February 23rd 2022 The Mourning Brooch by Jean Renwick 

 

In 1989, I inherited from my godmother a mourning brooch. This curious gold 
brooch contains a lattice of brown and grey hair and is inscribed on the back 
with the name of a deceased woman, her age and date of death. Elizabeth 
Addy, who died on 3rd January 1849 aged 39, had been the wife of a farmer 
living near Doncaster. So, how did the brooch arrive into the hands of my 
godmother who had lived all her life in Lancashire? This talk will uncover the 
many twists and turns that Jean encountered on her quest to obtain answers. 
 

March 30th 2022 A Grandmother’s Legacy: the early days by  
   Jenny Mallin 

 

How Benjamin Hardy in 1798, a seventh generation weaver ancestor of Jenny 
Mallin from Mirfield in Yorkshire, sails to Madras with his British Army unit, 
fights for the next 22 years in India and decides to settle his family there for 
the next five generations. Through new research I have been able to offer 
more on the three ancestors that has an ancestry going back to the 17th 
century. They were all in the British Army and came from different 
backgrounds.  This is a more in depth look at the start of the ancestors with a 
storyline which brings together the reasons for my family being linked to  
the British Raj. 
 

April 27th 2022 A.G.M followed by Old Photos of Doncaster by 

   Philip Langford & Malcolm Barnsdale 

 

With their fascinating photos of old Doncaster, and tales of the buildings and 
their occupants. 
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From the postbag / via e-mail 
Hello Jenny, 
Here are a couple of suggestions for your book 
list for the Ancestor. The first one, A Tomb 
With a View, by Peter Ross, is a new book. It 
was written during lockdown & published late 
last year. Its sub-title is “ the stories & glories of 
graveyards”  and although there is lots of 
information about graves, vaults, 
mausoleums  etc. this book is about the 
occupants, poor & wealthy, known and 
forgotten, from some very ancient to the 
present day. Who would have thought that the 
wonderful actor Brian Glover could be found in 
a famous London cemetery? When I’ve 
finished the book, I shall start again with my 
notepad at the ready, because it is written by a 
journalist, who uses – and enjoys using the 
English language – to full effect.  A rickle of 
stones?  I had to use a Victorian dictionary of 
obsolete & dialect words to solve that mystery. 
And what on earth is “steampunky?” This book is a delight & I’m only halfway 
through it. 
My second choice is English Churchyard 
Memorials by Hilary Lees and was written 
about twenty years ago. I bought it from an 
eBay shop after I’d seen it recommended in a 
family history magazine. I’m not snobby about 
ex-library books & I usually find that if the 
subject matter is not what you’d call “popular” & 
the book has been in a reference section, it’s 
usually in very good condition – and very 
cheap. This book was a very good buy. My 
interest is heraldry, in church windows, on 
hatchments & tombstones so this book took me 
outside to discover more. This book is about 
anything and everything that you’ll find in a 
graveyard and full of photographs.  And the 
foreword is written by Prince Charles  & who 
needs a better recommendation than that? 

Best wishes, 
Pauline Stainton, Goole 
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Society publications can be purchased by post (see inside back cover or 
our website for full details) or through GenFair at www.genfair.com 

Please allow 21 days for delivery. 
 

Goods can be returned within 14 days of receipt of order only if  found 
to be faulty, or if you have been sent a different item from that 

requested. 

Recent Publications by D&DFHS 

Mexborough Parish Download, now added Mexborough Cemetery 

 

Mexborough 

 

St John the Baptist 
Baptisms  1562 to 1931             
Burials  1559 to 1927 

Marriages  1592 to 1940 

Monumental Inscriptions      
War Memorial 
 

Primitive Methodists 

Marriages  1907 to 1940 

 

United Methodists Church 

Marriages  1910 to 1940 

 

Free Christian Church 

Baptisms  1915 to 1922           
Burials  1919 to 1940              
Marriages  1916 to 1940 

 

Mexborough Cemeteries 

Old Cemetery 1878 to 1931 

New Cemetery 1913 to 1938 

 

Parish 

Baines’ Directory 1822, Kelly’s Directory 1857 & 1893 

Mixed & Junior School Admissions 1904 to 1933 

 

Thank you to all those who have supported the Society by purchasing our 
publications. 

Lynn Snowden 

 

 

St John the Baptist 
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Doncaster St George  
      

Revised 2021 

   

Baptisms  1557 to 1935  
Burials  1557 to 1890  
Marriages  1557 to 1837  
 

Monumental Records 

White’s Directories  1822 & 1837   
Baines Directory   1822 

Freemen of Doncaster  1569 to 1962 

Explanation of Yards and Courts 

 

Includes:  
 

Doncaster St Andrew,  
Marshgate 

Baptisms  1891 to 1940                                St George Gate 1920s 

Balby with Hexthorpe  revised 2021 

    

Balby St John 

Baptisms  1848 to 1923  

Marriages  1848 to 1940 

Burials  1848 to 1999   

Monumental Inscriptions  
War Memorial 
 

 

 

Hexthorpe St Jude 

Baptisms  1894 to 1924  

Marriages  1901 to 1945 

Directories:   White’s 1838  

Kelly’s   1867 & 1893 

Hexthorpe St Jude 
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Tracing Your Ancestors Using 
the UK Historical Timeline 

A guide for family historians 

By Angela Smith & Neil Bertram 

Pen and Sword RRP £12.99  
This has to be the best research aid I 
have come across for many years. 
I have been researching my family history 
for a long time and am in the process of 
writing stories about my family based on 
the facts I have found. Facts on their own 
do not tell the whole story and I believe it 
is essential to place any events in their 
historical context. I have spent countless hours trying to find out what 
was happening in a place at the time my ancestors moved, joined the 
army, or changed their occupations but this gem of a book has given 
me just what I wanted in one place. 
The book is fundamentally a timeline guide to genealogical resources, 
pointing you in the direction of surviving records. It records significant 
historical events in the UK from 1066 to 2020 on the same page as 
major events taking place in the world that had a significant impact on 
the lives of our ancestors. You also get information about the 
Monarchy, State and Church. This book has been created with family 
historians in mind as it concentrates on events that could inform your 
research. Examples include migration, transport, taxation, scientific 
advances such as vaccines and many more. 
You can place your own family members in this timeline and use the 
information it contains to add historical context. In addition, it may also 
suggest new leads to follow.   
This book will definitely have a permanent place on my bookshelf. 
Karen Walker, Member 2062 

Book Reviews 



Doncaster  Ancestor –  Winter  2021 9 

The Morning Brooch by Jean Renwick 

After six years of writing and even longer of research, The Mourning Brooch 
is published, well book one at least.   
I have written this novel of faction (fiction based on fact) about the family and 

descendants of Elizabeth Addy who is 
commemorated in the intriguing mourning 
brooch which I inherited from my godmother.  
When Elizabeth Addy dies leaving two little girls, 
so begins an enthralling saga embracing 
generations of a real-life Yorkshire family; their 
loves, their losses, their dreams, even their 
scandal and a future that no-one could have 
imagined.  
Elizabeth Addy died in 1849 and left her grieving 
farmer husband to care for their two daughters, 
one six years old, the other still a baby. How 
Joseph faces this dilemma and finds a second 
wife, despite controversy, reveals how a South 
Yorkshire community confronts the challenges of 

life and death amidst the traditions and principles of Victorian England.  
We follow the chronicle of Joseph watching over his daughters, Mary-Ann 
and Frannie, as they flourish into young ladies and find husbands who will 
determine their future – in two very different directions. Along the way we 
meet their family and friends who bring to the story elements of courage, risk 
– even scandal. Events that really happened.  
Much as I would wish that the book was available from your local bookseller, 
since I have had to self-publish, it is only available from Amazon books who 
print the paperback version in different parts of the world on demand. It is 
very clever and allows a broader distribution than I could have hoped for. You 
can click on the book on the Amazon website and read the first few chapters 
as a taster. For those who love e-books, it is also available in the Kindle 
edition.  Simply go to the Amazon website and key in The Mourning Brooch 
or Jean Renwick, my pen-name.   
To learn more about the book and how I researched and wrote it, go to my 
website, www.jeanrenwickauthor.co.uk.   
Best wishes  
Dianne aka Jean Renwick member 4472 

Please feel free to write a review about this book if you buy 
a copy. 

Dianne is our February speaker. 

http://www.jeanrenwickauthor.co.uk
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The History of The English Canal System 

A synopsis of the talk given to the Society on 28th July 2021. 

The industrial revolution brought about the need to transport both 
heavy, most notably coal, and fragile goods such as pottery, from the 
mines and factories to where they were needed, and the most 
important of these was coal as it was coal that fired the furnaces that 
produced the steam that drove the Industrial Revolution. 
 

The transportation system as it existed in the early part of the 18th 
century was based on both the pack horse and the horse and cart and 
as a comparison, a horse and cart, with a man and a boy, can move 
about three tons at a speed of 2 miles per hour; a horse-drawn barge 
again with a man and a boy, can move 30 tons at twice the speed, a 
no-brainer really. 
 

The first commercial canal, the Bridgewater, built in 1761 to transport 
the Duke of Bridgewater's coal from his mines at Worsley into 
Manchester, was so successful that it led to what has been called 
'Canal Mania' with the rapid growth of the canal system such that by 
the middle of the 19th century there were over 4500 miles of canals 
covering the entire country. 
 

Canals were built with money raised by the public buying shares in the 
newly proposed Canal Companies who derived their income by 
levying tolls on the goods that passed along their canal, and then paid 
dividends to their shareholders. They were built almost entirely by 
hand by huge gangs of itinerant labourers, many from Ireland, who 
were called ' navigators', from where the term 'navvy' originates.  
 

For economic reasons most canals, especially the extensive Midland 
canal network, were built 'narrow', that is with locks allowing a 
maximum boat size of 70 feet long and 7 feet wide to pass through. 
This design with its limitation on cargo size, ultimately contributed to 
the canals demise in the face of first the railways, and later road 
transportation. This competition resulted in canal companies lowering 
tolls and cutting wages, forcing the boat people to leave the land to 
live full-time on their boats. 
 

Throughout the late 19th and early 20th centuries there was a gradual 
decline in the canal system with the closure of some canals and for 
others their take-over by the railway companies in order to eliminate 
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competition. 
 

There was a brief resurgence during the 
Second World War but when the new 
Labour Government nationalised the 
railways they also got the majority of the 
canal system, now mostly owned by the 
railways, by default and spent the next 65 
years trying to get rid of them. 
 

The first stirrings of a restoration movement, aimed at preserving those 
canals still open, and restoring where possible those closed, began 
soon after Nationalisation when the Government's intentions became 
clear and it is largely through the efforts of the Inland Waterways 
Association that so much of the canal system remains today. 
 

The availability of money from the National Lottery, and a growing 
recognition of the value of the canals as both a leisure facility and a 
wildlife haven, has led to the re-opening of many derelict canals such 
as the Huddersfield Narrow and the Kennet and Avon which would 
have been thought impossible not so long ago. 
 

There are now over 35,000 boats on the canals, more  than there were 
in its heyday, but these are not carrying coal but holiday makers, either 
in their own boat or on a hire craft and where it's possible to travel from 
Ripon in the north to London in the south, from York to Liverpool, by 3 
different routes, from Gloucester to Manchester and from London to 
Bath. There is also now a recognition that the canals are wildlife 
corridors, supporting flowers and animals not seen elsewhere.  
 

Since 2012 the canal system, all 2000 miles of it,  has been run by the 
charitable Canal and River Trust  who enjoy a  15-year government 
funding contract that means at last they have something like a secure 
future and who recognise that our waterways serve a thriving leisure, 
residential and tourism sector, with many historical features and which 
are free for all to use and enjoy. 
 

As a family history society, if you think you may have ancestors who 
worked on the canals, in any category, apart from all the usual sources 
of information you might try the archives of the National Waterways 
Museum at Gloucester. 
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https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/places-to-visit/national-waterways-

museum/the-waterways-archive 

 

The Waterways Archive Reading room, the national archive for the 
canal network, is closed until further notice but their on-line archive 
contains over 22,000 images and 37,000 digitised historic records. 
 

© Eric A Jackson July 2021 

 

Being Adopted 

 

I often wondered where I came from, who my real parents were, why 
did they give me up, did they not want me, had I other siblings? 
Questions I had asked myself, especially when I was a lot younger. 
This is something which I had thought about doing for a very long time, 
but I did not want to upset my adoptive parents.   
 

I found out that my birth mother had taken me to London and I was 
brought up in Kent by my adoptive parents. So, my journey began but I 
had to take in to account that fifty two years had gone by, and had I left 
it too late? 

 

From a very young age my parents had told me I was adopted; they 
never made a secret of it. In 1988 my mother passed away and my 
father passed away in 1993. It was not until 2004 that I made the 
decision to find my birth parents and was spurred on was by the fact 
that I had a health problem which was hereditary.   
 

I always knew the adoption home that I was taken to, which was the 
National Children’s Home, (NCH) Highbury, North London. When I was 
quite young my mother had taken me there to meet a lady called Miss 
Harman who was in charge of the home. I still remember her today so 
that was a starting point for me. I wrote to the NCH and explained that 
I wanted to find my birth family, gave them my birth name, which was 
Barbara Harrison and date of birth, so now I had to wait. 
 

It took a couple of weeks for them to contact me and they had found 
my details and then passed them on to the NCH in Yorkshire. I had a 
form to fill in and that had to be sent to Leeds to start the ball rolling. At 
this point I had a mixture of mixed emotions and wondered what was in 
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my adoption file. 
 

Shortly after I received a phone call from NCH Leeds, from a lady 
called Christine who said she had looked at my file and there were 
some photos of me and that she would be coming out to see me. So a 
date and time was arranged.  At this stage I was feeling quite 
apprehensive as now I would find out who my parents were and if I had 
any siblings. I had spoken to my sister on my adopted side and she 
was very happy for me and said it would be nice for me to know where 
I came from. 
 

The day came, and when Christine arrived she was a lovely lady and 
very compassionate.  Before we started she had something to tell me 
before we could begin; something had happened to my mother which I 
am not going in to. Christine asked me how much I knew. Well I could 
only go on what my mother told me that my real mother was very 
young when she had me. However, that was not the case; my real 
mother was thirty- one and also I know who my father is. They never 
married as my mother was going through a divorce.  So, I was born in 
Warrington and found that I had two brothers and one sister. I was the 
youngest. 
 

Going through my adoption file I read the letters my real mother wrote, 
and they were very sad.  My grandfather did not want me in the house, 
so my mother had no option but to give me up for adoption. The 
saddest letter of all was when she took me to London as she really did 
not want to give me up. It was a terrible journey for her, but she was 
not alone as a friend went with her. 
 

Reading all this was very overwhelming and heart breaking. I now have 
a copy of my adoption file with the original letters my mother wrote; 
however, when my adoption went through anything after that date I 
was not allowed to see, but mother kept writing to the NCH in Highbury 
asking how I was doing.  After Christine had gone I had a lot of time to 
reflect on what I had read and wondered if any of my siblings knew 
anything about me.   
 

My search for my real family begins. Continued on page 14 

 

Marion Baxter, Member 4042 
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Being Adopted 

Beginning the search for my birth family 

 

Knowing that I was born in Warrington was a good starting point.   
 

I found a Warrington website and became a member. They had a 
message board called Past and Present, so I added a message saying 
I am searching for my………… and added the details.  Now I had to 
wait and see if I got any replies. 
 

The next day I went on the Warrington website to see if anyone had 
replied and found I had a message from a Christine Green who now 
lives in Australia.  Christine used to live on Albert Street where my birth 
mother lived and her sister used to go to school with my sister. She 
gave me some names of residents that used to live there. However, 
Albert Street no longer exists and the residents were relocated.  
Christine was going to make some enquiries for me. I did receive 
another couple of messages; one saying to get in touch with 
Warrington Council, which I had already done and another message 
from a member who was going to make some enquiries for me as well.  
At least I am making some progress. 
 

I went to the Doncaster main library and looked under the Warrington 
phone book, well as you can imagine a lot of Harrison’s, I also looked 
under the name Gernon as this was my birth mother’s maiden name 
but could not find anything under that name.  While I was in town I 
bought a book on Tracing Your Family and found it very helpful. 
 

My next step was to write some letters with the names I had and 
hopefully someone would reply.  I received another message on the 
Past and Present website and a member had printed it out and was 
going to show it to his parents. 
 

I did receive some very nice replies from the letters I sent but 
unfortunately the wrong Harrison’s, but they wished me well. I knew it 
was a shot in the dark, however you never know. 
 

At the moment I had hit a brick wall. My next step was to go on Friends 
Reunited and post a message on their board.   
 

I received an email from a Frances Pawley who runs an agency finding 
people and she read my message and said she might be able to help 
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me. She had been searching her indexes for the names of my family 
and came up with a lot of each name. 
 

One of the letters I wrote was to a Mr. Spilsbury. Well he phoned me 
gave me some very interesting information on the address and phone 
number of the lady who went to London with my mother when I was 
being placed  for adoption.  We had a chat; he was a very kind man 
and I told him I would let him know how I got on.     
 

I received an email from Frances Pawley, she had searched through 
her indexes and came up with the following and it was very interesting. 
Harrison Barbara, which was me, registered June/July/August mother’s 
maiden name Gernon. Also my two brothers James and Tony plus my 
sister Mary, mother’s maiden name Gernon.  All the children were born 
in Warrington. With my permission Frances said she would contact my 
sister first. 
 

Frances Pawley sent me an email; she now had a lead on my sister 
and she had already written to her.  In the letter she has asked for my 
brother’s addresses and also if my mother was still alive.  On her file 
she had four different addresses each for my brothers.  If she did not 
hear from my sister with my permission she would write to my brothers. 
 

Mary Gernon (my birth mother) her mother’s maiden name was Carey. 
 

I wrote to the lady that travelled with my mother to London saying who I 
was and that I was the baby.  Also told her that I had found my real 
family and not for her to feel bad about me writing to her and would 
very much like to hear from her. I never did.  
 

I did contact Mr. Spilsbury and let him know that I have found my family 
and he was thrilled. 
 

Well Frances Pawley has spoken to my sister this morning.  The letter 
she wrote was read and my sister disappeared to my brother James’s 
house, then my other brother Anthony arrived. They never knew I 
existed. All details were confirmed with them. They were thrilled and 
very pleased and are waiting to meet me.  Of course they asked 
questions about me which Frances could not answer.  My sister has 
one daughter and James has two sons.  Sadly my mother passed 
away and took the secret of my birth to her grave she died on 23rd May 
2001.   
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It would be best if I wrote a letter to my sister first about myself as it is 
going to be overwhelming for them as it is going to be for me. I 
enclosed a couple of photos and my telephone number.  Now it is a 
matter of waiting.  I must admit I am very apprehensive. 
 

So now I have found my real family also my roots, the missing jigsaw 
pieces of my life have been found. 
 

So what happened next? 

To be continued. This article was taken from a diary that Marion kept. 
 

Marion Baxter, Member 4042 

Another Look at Burial Records 

Burial records are often the only way of discovering when your 
ancestors passed away, especially when you are looking at a time 
before civil registration began. In my own research I have several gaps 
where I have been unable to find a date of death, despite being sure I 
am searching in the correct parish records. When I have found an 
entry in a burial register, it is not always possible to be absolutely 
certain it relates to my ancestor because the information is so sparse. 
At best I have found a name and an age, and sometimes an 
occupation, which ties in with other evidence to identify if it is the 
record for the person I am seeking, but in other cases the information 
is little more than useless. 
I have found an entry for “widow Ashmore” without an age and just the 
name of the village. As many generations of my Ashmore family lived 
in the same place for centuries, this could be one of three members of 
my family and so I cannot use the information for any of them.  
I have recently been having another attempt to fill the gaps on my 
family tree and turned my attention to the parish records for Doncaster 
as my Ravenhill ancestors lived there for generations. I have always 
preferred to use the transcriptions produced by D&DFHS as they 
contain more information than the ones done by the commercial 
website. The problem with using sites such as Ancestry and Find My 
Past is that their transcribers use a pre-set number of columns to add 
information. This works well for most parish registers but occasionally 
you come across a vicar who decided to add additional information for 
his own reasons. If there isn’t a column for this extra information, it 
won’t appear on their transcriptions. The only way to be sure that you 
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have seen everything that relates to your ancestor is to view the 
original. Find My Past have recently added digital images of most of 
the Doncaster parish registers to supplement their collection of 
transcriptions and so I have been studying the originals. 
If I can offer a tip to other members who may be using Find My Past, 
make sure you consider ticking the “name variants” box because if you 
leave it blank you will only be offered records that match your search 
criteria exactly. If the vicar used a different spelling to the one you 
expect, the record will not be found. Even using the name variant 
option has not always proved successful but when I experimented with 
changing the spelling of a surname, I found what I was looking for. 
This brings me to my search for my three times great grandfather, 
Thomas Ravenhill, who was born in Doncaster in 1761 and died there 
in 1801. Finding records for him has been a challenge as his surname 
varies in the parish registers from Ravenhill to Ravinel and even 
Ravening. I finally found a record of his burial on April 3rd 1801 at St 
George’s church in Doncaster. This record shows his name as Thomas 
Ravning, a tailor (spelled tayler), who died when he was just 40 years 
old. I looked at the digital image and got quite a surprise. The vicar, 
Rev. S Moore, had added an extra column to the burial register and 
recorded a cause of death for everyone. Thomas had died from 
“decline”.  
This was really useful information, but I felt that I needed to know what 
the word “decline” meant. Using the digital images on Find My Past I 
looked at all the burial entries for 1801 and found some interesting 
information. When I pull it all together it paints quite a picture of what 
life was like in Doncaster in that year. 
Around 145 people were buried at the parish church of St George’s in 
1801. The two most common reasons for death were “decline” (42) 
and “fever” (40). Twenty people were assessed as dying from old age 
and these were aged between 67 and 84. That sounds like quite a 
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good age to me. Four women died from childbirth but none of them 
were young. They were all between 30 and 40. A few people were 
killed in accidents. One drowned, another killed by a wagon and one 
from a fall. Childhood diseases were identified, and some died from 
whooping cough and others from measles – although the spelling is 
interesting!  
There are some sad stories contained in these brief records. A 
musician by the name of Peter Cambell lost three children to “fever” in 
the space of one week. There is also the burial of “a stranger” who 
died from decline, so that is one person’s ancestor who will forever be 
known only to God. This entry gives me the idea that the word 
“decline” was used in the case of sudden death, as this man came to 
Doncaster and died without anyone knowing who he was. Having 
considered all this information is appears that “decline” could be used 
to describe a number of natural causes. These deaths were of people 
of all ages from 18 months to 63 with the majority in their 20s and 30s.  
I found the occupations of those who had died equally interesting. 
There were a few men making a living as a labourer but they were very 
much in the minority. There were wheelwrights, butchers, tailors, 
grocers, post boys, plasterers, cordwainers, hurries, watermen, 
blacksmiths, joiners, hatters, cart men and musicians. The more 
affluent side of Doncaster can be seen by the employment of 
gamekeepers, a steward to the local landowner and John Cowley who 
was simply described as a gentleman. There were a couple of unusual 
occupations as I spotted a “spoon shiner” and a britchers maker. The 
town centre was starting to come to life.       
None of the women had an occupation recorded. They were either 
described as a spinster, a widow or the wife of XX. No wonder the 
females in my family tree were so difficult to track down.   
If you have any ancestors in the Doncaster area I would recommend 
that you have a look at these digital images. The original records for 
other parishes may contain similar treasures.   
Karen Walker, Member 2062 
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Bainbridge Builders, Doncaster 
This week I 
was given this 
postcard to 
identify. These 
are Doncaster 
builders, but 
having traced 
their work from 
the newspaper 
site, they did a 
lot of work 
here, including 
most of 
Goole’s pre-

war council houses.   
A very thoughtful photographer has named & dated the photo so I can 
tell you that they built the Seaman’s Mission on Bridge Street. The 
foundation stone was laid in December 1931 and the  All Saint’s 
Mission Church was opened in April 1932. I’m also including an advert 
with their office address and a cutting from 1929 with business details 
in case any of your readers want to add to the Bainbridge story. You 
might say that this business is past living memory but I like to remind 
people that I was born in the 1930s & lucky enough to have my 
grandparents until the 1960s, so it’s possible that this photo will spark 
memories for someone. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pauline Stainton, Goole 

Sheffield Daily Telegraph, 05 November1929 
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What About the Fireman? 

Finding the final resting place of Tommy Bray, fireman on the Mallard A4 
Pacific Locomotive, on its world speed record run on the 3rd of July 1938. 

It is worth initially explaining why this came about. In 2019 I was on the 
committee of the group, Friends of Hyde Park Cemetery (FoHPC) in 
Doncaster, when we became aware that Joseph Duddington, the driver of the 
Mallard on the 3rd of July 1938, was possibly buried in the cemetery. A 
member of his family had remembered as a child visiting the grave but didn’t 
know where it was. 

No-one involved with FoHPC knew of this, so I set about trying to find his 
grave and then to prove, beyond doubt, that he was buried in the cemetery. 
This was relatively easy to do, and I found Joe’s grave, which was unmarked 
and also contained his first wife who had died in 1921. Joe himself had died 
on the 3rd of April 1958 at the age of 77 years and had been buried 4 days 
later. 

This was a real coup for FoHPC as it naturally led to an appeal to restore 
Joe’s grave and 
would add 
another candidate 
to one of the 
guided walks the 
Friends run each 
year through the 
summer months. 
How great would 
it be if Tommy 
Bray was also 
buried in Hyde 
Park Cemetery, 
and that we could 
add driver and 
fireman to an 

appeal and a future walk.  

Sadly, this is not the case, even though there are several Brays in the 
cemetery, none of them were Tommy. 

As part of the appeal for Joe Duddington, I posted the news on two Doncaster 

Tommy Bray (left) and Joseph Duddington (2nd from left) 
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history groups on 
Facebook. The 
response I repeatedly 
got was ‘What about 
the fireman?’ It simply 
wasn’t enough for me 
to say that he’s not in 
Hyde Park Cemetery 
and I realised I 
wouldn’t be satisfied 
until I found out where 
his final resting place 
was. So, this is what I 
did, and here is what I 
discovered. 

Disappointingly there is very little information recorded about these two men 
anywhere, even at the National Railway Museum in York. They were and are 
still, in the shadow of both the locomotive and its designer, Sir Nigel Gresley. 
Had this been achieved today both driver and fireman would be superstars.  

It is known that Sir Nigel Gresley hand picked Joe Duddington as the driver, 
who could safely push Mallard to the limit, and I have no doubt that Tommy 

Bray was also chosen for this reason. 
Tommy’s efforts would have been pivotal 
on the day and both men should have 
received more recognition. 

I first found Tommy Bray recorded in the 
1939 Register. This is a snapshot of the 
civilian population at the outbreak of WW2 
and took place on the 29th of September 
1939.  

On the 29th of September 1939, Tommy is 
shown living at 11, Alexandra Road in 
Balby. He is living with his wife Elizabeth 
and is recorded as Thomas H Bray born 
on the 27th of May 1898. Importantly, his 
occupation is shown as LNER Engine 
Heavy Worker Fireman. I had 
unexpectedly, and quickly, found his date 

Tommy and Joe in the Dynamometer Car 
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of birth, his wife, more about his full name and of course where he was living a 
year after the record breaking run. This had to be Tommy, but I needed more 
detail. 

His date of birth showed that he would have had his 40th birthday in May 1938, 
just five weeks before the Mallard speed record. This is entirely consistent 
with the famous photographs of Tommy with Joe taken in front of Mallard and 
inside the Dynamometer Car shortly after the run.  

Although this isn’t proof it corroborates the information shown in the 1939 
Register, and he was the only person of interest that appeared in my search. 
His recorded occupation is also exact and so I was certain Tommy is the 
Thomas H Bray living at 11, Alexandra Road. I was subsequently able to 
prove this to be the case from a relative. 

The earliest record I found was the 1901 census, showing Thomas H Bray as 
a 2-year-old, living at 7, Jarratt Square off Union Street in Doncaster. A small 
part of Union Street exists today (you may remember the Coroners Court 
being located there), but Jarratt Square is long gone, along with the rest of 
Union Street, demolished for the Cleveland Street dual carriageway and the St 
James Street flats. 

Tommy’s Dad, Tom M Bray, was a 38 year old house painter. His middle initial 
is of interest as it is Middleton, a point I will discuss later. This is obtained from 
a marriage record of a Thomas Middleton Bray and a Sarah Elizabeth Shillito, 
married at St George’s on 24th May 1885. She dropped the Sarah and used 
Elizabeth in this and subsequent census records. The rest of the family are 
Lilley age 14, Thomas H age 2 and William age 3 months. 

By 1911 the family are now living at 2, Bacchus Yard on Bentinck Street in 
Doncaster. Bentinck Street no longer exists and used to run parallel with 
Cemetery Road to the West and Catherine Street to East. Tom Bray is 48 still 
painting houses, Elizabeth is 44, Thomas Henry is 13, William 11 and 
Frederick is 5. I was now able to confirm Tommy’s middle name as Henry. 

I am unable to say when Tommy first left home or what his first job was, or 
when he trained to become a railway engine fireman. I have however, found 
his marriage to Elizabeth Lowther, which was registered in the first quarter of 
1920. This would have meant that Tommy was 21 years old when he married 
and consistent with the other information I knew. 

This was a significant discovery. The main reason is that there is a grave a 
short distance from the turnstile gate in Hyde Park Cemetery which has Brays 
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buried in it but is owned by the Lowther family. The grave contains Jacob and 
Margaret Lowther who are in fact 
Elizabeth’s parents, and I guess 
sharing the grave with the Brays 
was a natural and cost-effective 
thing to do. 

The grave also has a 
Commonwealth War Grave 
headstone placed on it in the name 
of Clifford Bray. Clifford was killed in 
1941 whilst serving with the Royal 
Artillery. He is Tommy Bray’s 
brother.  

Also, on the grave is a memorial stone to Tom Bray who died aged 77 in June 
1998. The grave register showed that this was Thomas Middleton Bray who 
was born in 1921, whose ashes were interred on the 2nd of July 1998. I 
initially hoped that this was Tommy Bray, but his age was wrong for the 
Mallard run in 1938. In fact, I was later to discover that this was in fact Tommy 
Bray’s son, but I still had not found where Tommy was laid to rest. 

Searching the FreeBMD website I discovered that Tommy Bray’s death was 
recorded in the October quarter of 1966, but I needed to know the date more 
specifically.  

If Tommy wasn’t in Hyde Park Cemetery, where was he? The only other likely 
candidate for location had to be Rose Hill Cemetery at Cantley, which opened 
in the 1930s. I was also unable to find Elizabeth Bray nee Lowther, which 
pushed me in this direction. 

My initial enquiry with staff at Rose Hill, (DMBC Bereavement Services 
Department) was without success. I continued to search in Hyde Park 
Cemetery and found Tommy’s Dad, the house painter, and his wife in the 
cemetery as well Tommy’s Grandparents, also Thomas Bray, buried in 1891 
with his wife Hannah whose maiden name was Middleton. Hannah’s maiden 
name was used as a middle name for 2 subsequent male generations, which 
was quite a common thing to do in Victorian times. The family also 
consistently named their first sons Thomas and I have found at least 5 
generations one after the other where this has occurred. Tommy Bray is the 
4th in that line, and he continued the family tradition with his own son. Any 
family gatherings would have been confusing. 
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I had now discovered a sizeable amount of information about the Bray family 
line, but I still couldn’t find where Tommy and Elizabeth Bray ended up.  

One real benefit of social media is that contact can be quickly made with other 
people. One reader provided me with a contact for Cliff Bray who is Tommy 
Bray’s Grandson. Cliff is still around and was himself an Engine Driver 
(retired) and had in fact ridden on the footplate of the Mallard when it was 
taken to the Railway Museum in York. Cliff was able to confirm all the details I 
had found and he himself lives a few doors away from where his 
Grandparents had once resided. Cliff remembered being at his Grandad’s 
funeral at the age of about 11 years and thought it had been at Rose Hill but 
was unable to say so with certainty. 

Having been in touch with Cliff, I was now given an even better reason for 
finding Tommy Bray’s final resting place. I clearly needed to narrow down the 
search for Tommy, so I ordered his death certificate from the GRO. The 
certificate confirmed the date of his death as the 22nd of December 1966. He 
had died of cancer of the bladder aged 68 at his home at 17, Elmfield Road in 
the presence of his wife Elizabeth. His occupation was recorded as British Rail 
Locomotive Driver (Retired). He had worked his way to the pinnacle of his 
profession and had seen England win the World Cup! 

I repeated my request to Rose Hill and 
they discovered that Thomas Henry 
Bray had been cremated at Rose Hill 
on Wednesday the 28th of December 
1966. His ashes were placed in their 
memorial gardens, and they knew the 
location where Tommy was. 

The staff at Rose Hill understood the 
importance of the search not only for 
the family, but also to be able to add to 
the historical record.  

They very generously offered to fund a stone with a memorial plaque to be 
placed near to the area where Tommy’s ashes are, and this was unveiled on 
the 20th of July 2021, to Cliff Bray. The design had to be in keeping with the 
cemetery rules, but I hope you will agree that it is a very nice memorial for 
Tommy and for his family. 

I went on to discover that Elizabeth Bray, Tommy’s wife, was also cremated at 
Rose Hill on the 2nd of July 1977 and her ashes were placed in the area for 
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that year, which is close to where Tommy’s ashes are.   

Andy Harbon, Member 4461 

September 2021 

 Dedication of the Duddington Grave 

On Saturday 2nd October, 2021 the dedication of the memorial for Joe and 
his wife Mary Alice was held at Hyde Park Cemetery, Doncaster at 12 noon. 
The event was organised and hosted by ‘The Friends of Hyde Park 

Cemetery’. Speakers were Rt Hon Dame 
Rosie Winterton MP for Doncaster Central 
and Matthew Delaney great grandson of 
Joe. 
The dedication was given by Capt. Chris 
McCarthy, St James’s Church, and amongst 
those present were Patrick Stirling, and the 
grand children of Tommy Bray, Cliff, June 
and grand-daughter in law Jean Bray who 
had earlier attended  Rosehill Cemetery, to 
see the plaque to their grand father Tommy 
provided by Doncaster Bereavement 
Services, and were interviewed for the BBC 
by Tom Ingle. 
The 

grandchildren had believed that Tommy’s 
ashes had been scattered at Hyde Park 
in the grave of Tommy’s brother Clifford, 
a casualty in WW2. 
In addition a wooden bench has been 
made by a local artist - dedicated to Joe - 
with a carving of 4468 Mallard - and is 
situated at the entrance to the Cemetery. 
 

Keith Crouter, Member 1623 
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William Panks 

How do you do? My name is William Panks, and I thought I would write a 
short story about my life. 

As I said, my name is William and I was born in 1867 in Sutterton, 
Lincolnshire, second child of William Panks and Charlotte Dickens. Their 
marriage certificate says Banks but I guess they wouldn’t know if they couldn’t 
read. Sutterton was in the civil parish of Kirton near Boston, Lincolnshire and I 
presume this is where I was baptised, but like most children, I don’t remember 
my baptism.  

We probably moved to Doncaster in the early 1870s, but again, I was too 
young to remember. Apparently, lots of people moved from the Boston area to 

Doncaster when the Great Northern Railway (GNR) 
engineering works moved from Boston sometime 
before I was born. I was told that a man called 
Edmund Denison was responsible for fighting for the 
railway to be brought to Doncaster in the 1850’s and 
he even had a church and a school built for all the 
railway workers families. The church and school 
were called St James’, and the church was often 
referred to as the “Railway” or “Plant” church. He 
must have been a very influential man this Edmund 
Denison. 

As you can see from the picture the railway tracks 
were right at the back of the church but used mostly 
for the freight trains. 

The railway company had a lot of housing built for their workers in Doncaster 
and these were built by various builders around the Balby with Hexthorpe area 
of the town and eventually Hyde Park and Carr House Road. 

Mum and Dad had ten children; my only sister passed away when she was 
ten, followed a few years later by my brother Charles who was only a few 
months old. They were both buried in Hyde Park Cemetery which was close to 
where we lived. 

I met my wife Emma, when we both lived in Frenchgate. She was living with 
her family in Milners Yard, which was part of the yards area of Doncaster. This 
area had very little light and space as the houses were built back to back and 
many shared a water closet. If you complained to the landlord about the 
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conditions, he just told you to leave, as he knew someone else would soon 
rent it. 

We were married in St George’s Church in 1888, and had Harry Carter and 
Lavinia Whitehead, as our witnesses. Lavinia lived close to Emma in Milners 
Yard and went on to marry Thomas Bagshaw who also lived there.  

Our Annie was born the same year and we managed to rent a house in 
Nelson Street, where conditions were better than Frenchgate, and at one time 
even lived next door to my parents. I managed to get a job with the railway, 
and people said that it was a job for life. I had a variety of jobs from being a 
stoker on the engines to a railway fitter’s assistant. My brother Thomas also 
worked for the railway and he lived with us for a while.  

Thomas was in prison a few times and was even  there with our father, both 
for being in debt. It wasn’t the first time our father had been in prison, and it 
was in the local newspapers. A couple of months after his release from prison, 
father was poorly and died. He had been working on the Electric Tramways 
that had just started up in Doncaster. My brother Frank had bought a plot in 
the Cemetery for his baby daughter, and so our dad was buried with her. 

We moved around, renting different houses. Life could be hard, as sometimes 
the railway had to cut your hours due to the depression and then there wasn’t 
enough money to feed the family. All the kids got jobs as soon as they left 
school and our Sarah was a servant when she was 14 years old. 

The highlight was when the Railway arranged 
the annual works’ outing and these trips were 
to London, Skegness and Grimsby, although I 
reckon going to Skegness was the favourite, a 
bit of clean air after all the smoke and fumes 
from the Railway. These outings were free to 
start with, but as the bosses changed then the 
trips were no longer free. 

Thought you might like to see a picture of me 
and our Emma in our Sunday best. I think I 
look quite dapper and this could have been 
taken for the Queen’s Jubilee celebration. 

We finally settled at 43 Kellam Street, Balby 
Bridge, which we rented from Mr Berry, who 
owned quite a few houses in the street. Emma 
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and I had eleven children and we 
were lucky as they all survived into 
adulthood. When we moved to 
Kellam Street, it was only a two up 
and two down and somehow 
managed to house ten of us. Two 
of the older kids were working, and 
three were at school, so we 
managed somehow. 

As I said before, lots of people in 
this area worked for the railway 
and when The Vine Hotel was built on the corner, its where a lot of the railway 
workers went. This photo was probably taken in the early 1900s but not many 
people bothered with names and dates back then. Thomas Avill was the 
landlord at one time. 

We thought we were doing alright, until the Great War happened. 

My brothers Henry and Thomas decided to join up, even though they were 
both in their forties. Thomas had seemed to struggle a lot and always seemed 
to be in debt. He had been to prison before he married Lily and she had been 
in the Workhouse. They had twin girls who were born prematurely. Lizzie was 

only 16 hours old when she died and 
Charlotte, who was named after our 
mother, lived 18 days. It was a 
terrible time for them both, but at 
least they managed to get the girls 
baptised before they died. 

Things seemed to go downhill again 
from there and Thomas was sent to 
prison again for being in debt. He 
was fined but had no money so had 
to serve his time and his wife Lily 

ended up back in the Workhouse, 
where she died. At least by joining 

up he had a steady income, food and somewhere to live. 

Our son Harry also joined up along with a lot of other young men from 
Doncaster, as Recruiting Offices popped up around town. His mother and I 
didn’t want him to go but he was young and said it was more exciting than his 

Recruitment Office, St Sepulchre Gate 
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job selling milk for Mr Jinks, and his uncles were also going. 

He got a job with the Royal Field Artillery as a Driver, but we didn’t know all 
the places that he was sent to. Towards the end of the war, in January 
1918,he married Ethel, a lassie that he had met where he was stationed in 
Essex. Then he was sent to the Western Front; sadly he didn’t come home. 
Harry died of his wounds in the field on the 16th of April 1918; he was only 
twenty-three and had had no life. He had only been married three months, but  
a lot of kids back then got married to their sweethearts as they didn’t know if 
they would come home. We don’t know if he suffered but can only guess that 
he did. He was awarded medals for his service to his country, but all we 
wanted was our son back. They buried him in a military cemetery in West 
Flanders, Belgium but that was no use to us, how could we get there to see 
him? You don’t recover from your children dying, especially in such horrible 
circumstances. 
 

St James Church put a plaque up of all our young men who died in the war, 
there were over 140 of them. Some had lived in our street, or the streets close 
by, or had worked on the railway, so we knew them and their families. Some 
families lost more than one son; it was a terrible time for all of us. 

Both my brothers came home from the war. Thomas got married again in 
1919 and moved near Wakefield to start a new life, but he was admitted to 
hospital the following year and died with his wife by his side, just when life had 
been improving for him. 

Our Emma didn’t get over all this. She was poorly for a couple of years and 
died in May1925. I managed to buy a private plot in the Old Cemetery, which 
cost a guinea, but I couldn’t afford a headstone and she was laid to rest there 
on May 27th. She was only 55 years old and didn’t get to see all her children 
married. 

Our mum Charlotte died a few months after our Emma, and she was buried 
with my father and granddaughter.  

Things were quite bleak, but I still had my job with the Railway and a lot of the 
family lived close by. My son Arthur and the family lived up the street and their 
eldest child would pop to see me after I retired. When I moved to a different 
house in Kelham Street, my daughter Sarah and her family lived next door. 

One of my sons was made bankrupt whilst farming, which happened a lot at 
the time. That was spread all over the newspapers but the family came back 
to Doncaster, so I was pleased about that.  
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Then in 1941 my daughter Ena, was taken poorly and rushed into the 
Infirmary but she died, they said that her appendix had burst. She was only 35 
years old  and left little Flora without a mother. 

It has taken me sometime to write all this and now I am also poorly, with a 
cough and a bad chest……….. 

Jenny Ellis, Member 2901 

Bibliography 

Old Doncaster Memories, Streetwise Peter Tuffrey 

Philip S Bagwell, Doncaster Town of Train Makers 1853-1990 

Thanks go to Keith Crouter, Philip Langford, Trevor Betterton & Andy Harbon 
for their help. 

Also to Stan Hatton, St James’ Church 

It is with sadness we learn of the death of Gill Stirland, who was also a 
member of the Society’s Computer Group. 

********** 
We have also learned that Bruce Wynne has died. 

********** 
Maureen Hambrecht 

Maureen, a former teacher, was Chairman of the Society in the 1990s and 
particularly at the time when the Society hosted the Federation of Family 
History Societies' weekend residential conference held at High Melton 
college. There she displayed her "hidden talents", when she entertained the 
delegates with songs accompanying herself on her guitar. She repeated this 
for members at very enjoyable Society December Christmas meetings held at 
that time at Cusworth Hall which included bring and share buffets set out in 
the Hall Chapel.   
With German ancestry Maureen was able to translate and accompanied a 
member to Germany to help with research. 
During her membership Maureen produced a booklet which she entitled 
"Parish Gleanings" which was included in the Society's publications. On 
occasions she stepped in at meetings, at short notice, to give a talk when the 
advertised speaker was unable to attend. 
John and Stella Vessey, Members 38 

********** 
                     We offer our condolences to all the families and  friends 

 

Obituaries 
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I was interested to read Jean Rounthwaite and Kerry Milan's article. 
My mother in law Margaret Milne, (married name Black), was born in 
Inverbervie on the coast and to the east of Edzell . Over the years we have 
visited the area frequently. Locally the surname is pronounced Mill. This has 
caused us difficulty researching the Scottish family history as variations of the 
name come up in the records. We have found no link to Kerry's John Milne. 
Edzell ,where John was baptised, is a beautiful village and well worth a visit. 
We have stayed there many times over the years and my sister in law Joyce 
has retired there. It has a 16th century ruined castle and an 17th century 
walled garden. Another attraction is a first class golf course. 
Milne is a common name in the area and many Milnes are associated with 
fishing and seafaring occupations. 
By coincidence my maiden name is Walker. I was born in York and my father 
Harold Walker in Doncaster. I have not found any links with Ann Walker 
though. 
By coincidence my father started work as an apprentice at the Plant in 1914 
aged 14 and could have known Thomas Milan.  
It is the first time that we have come across such an interesting possible link.  
Regards,  
Janet Black, Member 3379 

From the postbag/ via Email 

As a child, I also used to visit Doncaster from time to time and have memories 
of two children belonging, I suspect, to Uncle Wilf ATKINSON and his wife.  
They were Gillian and Graham and would have probably been of the same 
age as my elder brother Graham (age 70/71?). I do not know if either of them 
is still alive as we lost contact but would love to re-establish contact if 
possible, as I am sure they could fill in some family gaps? 

Trevor Theobald 

For any information please contact Trevor Betterton: 
researchenquiries@ doncasterfhs.co.uk 

 

Help Wanted 



Doncaster Ancestor – Winter 2021 32 

Members’ Interests 

Detailed are new or revised “Members’ Interests”. At the end of each line is 
the membership number of the person researching that name. The names 
and contact details for each member are available from: 

Members’ Interest Enquiries (see inside back page). 

Name Code Place Dates Member 

Beech WRY Harthill w Woodall 1550-1700 4471 

Freeman NTT Laxton 1550-1700 4471 

Hamilton ARM Clones - Monaghan 1700-1800 4471 

Till STS Stoke on Trent 1550-1700 4471 

Addy WRY Balby 1855-1885 4472 

Addy WRY Sprotbrough 1855-1885 4472 

Fogg WRY Doncaster 1871-1958 4472 

Mellows WRY Balby 1873-1913 4472 

Mellows WRY Cadeby 1873-1913 4472 

Hepworth WRY Adwick Le Street 1780-1900 4474 

Hepworth WRY Hampole 1780-1900 4474 

Hepworth WRY Hooton Pagnell 1780-1900 4474 

Proudlove WRY All 1830-1920 4474 

Pulfrey WRY Adwick Le Street 1750-1850 4474 

Pulfrey WRY Hampole 1780-1900 4474 

Pulfrey NTT All 1750-1850 4474 

Stones WRY Adwick Le Street 1750-1850 4474 

Stones WRY Hampole 1780-1900 4474 
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New Members 

Listed below are the names, and membership numbers of members 
who have recently joined the Society. We extend a warm welcome to 
them and wish them good luck in their personal research. 

Mem ID Title          Initial Last Name 

4471 Mr          P                Beech 

4472 Mrs          D                Page 

4473 Dr          B                Stothard 

4474 Mr          J R                Hepworth 

4475 Mr          N P T                Heppenstall 

From Thurnscoe Parish Register: 
“Joseph Haigh & Judith Stocks were married at Ackworth November 
25th 1750. 
Having attained their Degrees Refused to pay their Marriage Fees. 
But will not now frequent the Church 

But in the Chimney Corner Lurch 

This is inserted as a Test 
Who pay or pay not thrive the best” 
 

Trevor Betterton, Member 1209 
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The 1921 Census 

Findmypast has made the following announcement: 

Launch date: 6 January 2022 

From 6 January 2022, you'll be able to search and explore the 1921 Census of 
England and Wales online, only at Findmypast. For the first time, the details 
of 38 million people captured in over 20 million colour images will be made 
available, enabling you to access the previously unseen archival material 
wherever you are in the world.  
You'll not only discover where your ancestors were, who they were with and 
what they were doing but you will also be able to search by address to 
uncover the history of your local area or home and the stories of former 
occupants.  

Firstly, the 1931 Census was destroyed in a fire and the 1941 Census was 
cancelled due to the Second World War. That leaves the 1921 Census to set 
the key point in history.  

The cost for a record transcript is £2.50 and for an original record image 
£3.50. 

Find out more about what to expect from the 1921 Census of England and 
Wales by visiting the Findmypast website: 

https://www.findmypast.co.uk/1921-census. 

Additional Society Talk in February 2022 

To coincidence with the release of the 1921 Census of England and Wales the 
Society has arranged a Zoom talk to be given by Myko Clelland on Tuesday 
8 February 2022 at 2.00pm. 
 

Myko is genealogist, spokesperson and regional licensing manager for 
Findmypast, regularly discussing family history on television, radio, online and 
in print. 

https://www.findmypast.co.uk/search-address
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Dates For Your Diary 

The Genealogy Show 

03 December @12.00 pm - 05 December 12.00pm GMT 

RootsTech 2022 online 

 

03 March 2022  @ 10:00 am - 05 March 2022 5:00 pm GMT 

 

2022 

The Family History Show 

York Racecourse 

Saturday 25th June 10.00 - 4.30 

https://doncasterfhs.co.uk/event/the-genealogy-show/
https://doncasterfhs.co.uk/event/the-genealogy-show/
https://doncasterfhs.co.uk/event/rootstech-2022/


Doncaster Ancestor – Winter 2021 36 

D&DFHS Subscription Rates 01 Apr 2021 - 31 Mar 2022 

 

New Members who join January - March can receive 

 up to 3 months membership free 

DDFHS Research Enquiry Service 

Due to the closure of the HELP DESK & to celebrate the Society’s 40th 
Anniversary  we are offering a limited free email Research Service. 

The Research Service is primarily a “look-up” service and is limited to one 
surname search of the Society’s 1.5 million transcriptions database. Any 
additional research will be at the discretion of the Society’s Research 
Enquiries Coordinator, Trevor Betterton. researchenquiries@ 
doncasterfhs.co.uk 

If you are not a member we will endeavour to assist, but ask you to consider 
joining the Society as an appreciation of the time spent by our volunteers. 

Transcription Service 

That will you have ordered or downloaded 

Can you read it? We can! 
 

The Old Documents Reading Group 
are offering a Transcription Service of 
wills, inventories, deeds, indentures 
and other old documents, including 
ones that you have part-transcribed 
but just cannot make out that last bit. 
 

Competitive charges. Send a photocopy of your documents (NOT the original) 
for an estimate of the cost to: 
 

Philip Langford, 45 The Avenue, Bessacarr, Doncaster, DN4 5JZ 

Tel: 01302 539194 or email readolddocs@aol.com 

Please make all cheques/postal orders 

etc. payable to: 
 Doncaster & District Family 

 History Society 

 Send to Membership Secretary 

 - see back page 

 or www.genfair.com 

Individuals £10.00 

Family in same house £12.00 

Institutions UK £12.00 

Overseas 

Electronic journal £12.00 

Paper journal £15.00 
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Membership Secretary 

Philip Langford 45 The Avenue, Bessacarr, 
 Doncaster, South Yorks DN4 5JZ 

 01302 539194 

 ddfhsmemberships@doncasterfhs.co.uk 

Postal Sales 

Lynn Snowden  18 Newbury Way, Cusworth, 
 Doncaster, South Yorks DN5 8PY 

 01302 784350  
 postalsales@doncasterfhs.co.uk/ 
 

Programme Secretary/ Publicity Officer 
June Staniforth 07901523529 events@doncasterfhs.co.uk 

 

Research Enquiry Service Co-ordinator 
Trevor Betterton researchenquiries@doncasterfhs.co.uk 

 

 

Exchange Journals/ Society Librarian/Archivist/Assistant Editor 

Keith Crouter 21 Sandall Park Drive, Wheatley Hills 

 Doncaster, South Yorks, DN2 5RP 

 01302 342301 

 

Members’ Interests Enquiries/Unwanted Certificates Co-ordinator/ 
Website Co-ordinator 
George W Hiley membersinterests@doncasterfhs.co.uk/

unwantedcertificates@doncasterfhs.co.uk 

 webadmin@doncasterfhs.co.uk 

Executive Committee & Officers Cont’d 

Please do not telephone Committee Members 

 and Volunteers after 9.00pm 

Vacancies 

• Vice Chairman 

• Committee Member 

• Fairs Co-ordinator 

• Bookstall Co-ordinator 
 

Please contact the Chairman if you are interested in undertaking any of 
the above roles. 

chairman@doncasterfhs.co.uk 



   


