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PROGRAMME 2022 
All meetings will be by zoom until further notice 

 
Date Speaker Title 

19 January Jen Baldwin 1921 Census of England & Wales 

16 February Prof John Beckett William Henry Revis: footballer, industrialist and philanthropist 

16 March Robert Mee Nottinghamshire Castles 

20 April Dr Stephen Walker Bulwell 1750-1880. Industrialisation & urbanisation in the Leen 

  Valley 

 

If you know of anyone who you would like us to book as speakers for future meetings, please let me know so 

I can get in touch.  Gary Stephenson shopmanager2@nottsfhs.org 0788 432 6505 

 

 

Journal 
If any member has difficulty reading this Journal, please apply to the Journal Editor for 

alternative formats. 
All Copy should be sent to the Journal Editor, no original documentation please. Clear presentation greatly 

assists in avoiding errors. Copy, illustrations and photographs should have acknowledgements and 

permission to reproduce, if these apply. If you require your contact details to appear with any item sent then 

please specify what should be printed. Photographs can be sent on the understanding that whilst every care is 

taken, the Editor can take no responsibility for loss or damage. When sending photographs it is advisable to 

write ‘Please Do Not Bend’ on the envelope. PLEASE NOTE photocopied illustrations may not reproduce to 

a high enough quality for publication. Text and image files (jpg, bmp or tiff) can be sent either on disc or via 

the email address given on the back cover of this journal. In the belief that everything sent is a copy, items 

will not be returned unless specifically requested and must be accompanied by a s.a.e if applicable. Likewise 

no acknowledgement of receipt will be sent unless specifically requested with a s.a.e. if applicable. 

The deadline for the next issue is 1st March 2022 

 

PRINCIPAL CONTENTS 
Monthly Talks 5 

Rev Joseph Gilbert 12 

Help Wanted 15 

From writing for family to publishing worldwide 18 

The 1921 census 22 

Quiz 18 

 

The observations and opinions expressed in the various articles and notices in this Journal are those of their 

authors and not necessarily those of the Society. 

A copy of the Society’s Privacy Policy is available on the website or can be obtained from the Journal 

Editor. A s.a.e. should be sent if requesting a paper copy. 

 

 

Nottingham Family History Society 

Annual General Meeting 2022 
Notice is hereby given that the 2022 AGM of the NFHS 

will be held at the Nottinghamshire Archives, Castle Meadow Road, Nottingham 

on Wednesday 18 May 2022 commencing 7.00pm. 
The business of the meeting is to receive reports from the Honorary President and Honorary Secretary; to 

receive a report, including a financial statement, from the Honorary Treasurer; and to elect an Honorary 

President, an Honorary Secretary, an Honorary Treasurer and 6 Council Members for 2022-23 

The business meeting will be followed by Anthony Poulton-Smith: Origins of Place Names  

mailto:shopmanager2@nottsfhs.org
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From the Interim President 

Our first face to face meeting at the archives since the first lockdown was on a very cold, wet Saturday 

afternoon on December 4th 2021. Over 20 members booked for the event where Xmas nibbles, a quiz and 

bargain books were to be had. For those who missed the meeting the Xmas quiz has been inserted into this 

journal, unfortunately there’s no prize as it was won by Tracy after an exciting tie break question! Although I 

quite like zoom meetings from the comfort of my warm armchair, there’s nothing like the interaction of a 
face-to-face meeting. While we were at the archives, we were shown some new equipment which was 

installed quite recently - a separate camera acting as a webcam homes in on anyone in the room who is 

speaking, this should enable us to live stream when we resume meetings there in May 2022, So members 

from around the world that have got used to Zoom meetings won’t miss out. We hope to test it out sometime 

in January. 

There have been some really good lectures recently, the Records & Archives of the Commonwealth War 

Graves Commission springs to mind, with such a snappy title like that I thought it’s bound to be extra dry so 

I’ll have an extra-large drink on standby! How wrong was I? I didn’t even make it to the bottom of the glass! 

However, it did remind me of what our ancestors went through during the wars and one story I’ll never 
forget. One of my friends fathers worked for the Commonwealth War Graves Commission, and during his 

time in Europe he met his future wife who was a Russian interpreter, she was the only member of her family 

to survive the death camps. Her father gave her a piece of paper on which he’d written the details of the 
family’s bank account in Zurich saying that if she survived, she’d be okay.  She survived, so clutching the 

piece of paper she went to the Zurich bank only to be told that the bank account no longer existed and that it 

had ‘disappeared’ during the war – in other words the Nazis had emptied it like so many other Swiss bank 

accounts. The war had left her with nothing but at least she had survived. 

As 2022 approaches we are planning for the AGM & the election of council members, if you think you 

might be able to help the society by putting yourself forward for one of the positions just fill in a nomination 

form and send it to me no later than 6.00pm 1st April 2022, or if you’re not sure what it entails just have a 
chat to one of the council members or send us an email. 

Wishing you all a Happy New Year 

Peter Duke 

 

 

From the Editor 

As I sit here getting things together for the January journal I can hear the winds outside as Storm Arwen 

batters us all. Im very glad I am inside and warm and dry. I always try and take stock at this time of year and 

revisit at what I have done over the previous months and then I can plan for the next year and the nicer 

weather. One thing I didn’t manage this year was to spend some time in Staffordshire visiting churchyards 

and collecting my own family MIs where possible. At the very least a photo of the local church will be a 

bonus.  

Of course the one major event for all of us next year will be the release of the 2021 census. I remember the 

1911 release and how long it lasted before the site crashed! Lets hope they have planned for mass downloads 

across the world this time. Gary, our Programme Secretary, has brilliantly managed to get Jen Baldwin from 

FindmyPast to be our first speaker of the year, talking about the 1921 census. Im not planning on rushing to 

download anything myself but looking at the blank census form there is going to be a lot of new and very 

interesting information coming our way. We need something nice to look forward to after the last couple of 

years. 

In between writing the journal and monumental inscriptions I am also slowly putting my own family onto 

Family Historian and Ancestry. Im doing both because Im adding things onto the FH version that I wouldn’t 
add to an online tree. The Ancestry tree is proving interesting as it can find records I didn’t know it had. I 

have already had several cemetery records show as possible matches in the Liverpool area, but since they are 

not listed as such I hadn’t previously found them. They were under England and Scotland Select Cemetery 

Registers. I do like to hatch, match and dispatch if I can. 

 

NOTTINGHAMSHIRE FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY JOURNAL 
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Now for my usual plea for articles. I have got virtually nothing left to put into the April journal for next year 

so please, please do write and send me something otherwise it will be a VERY thin issue. Cliff Hughes, bless 

him, sends me something every time. His email reminds me to start getting things together so thank you 

Cliff. So please dust off your keyboards and get typing. Large or small anything would be very welcome. 

Tracy Dodds 

 

 

Books Direct (Family History Federation) 
 

The Family History Federation has set up a new ordering process for publications called “Books Direct”. If 
you order books via Notts FHS we have a permanent discount scheme in operation so you can get items at 

20% off RRP plus P&P. This is how it works: 

 

Go to the Family History Federation website https://www.familyhistoryfederation.com/ 

Choose “Shop” from the main menu and then choose “Family History Book Online” 

(or you can go straight to the books section  https://www.familyhistorybooksonline.com/) 

 

Choose the Category that is of interest to you (eg “Family History Books”) 
 

Find the book you want (eg “Introducing Family History 2nd edition” Stuart Raymond) 
 

Repeat the above two steps if you want more than one book 

Email shopmanager2@nottsfhs.org and give me the details of the book(s) you want to purchase. If you want 

delivery to your home address please tell me the address. I will place orders at regular intervals and invoice 

you so you can pay via online banking. 

 

If I have a book in stock on the NFHS Bookstall you could collect it at a members’ meeting and save 

yourself the packing and postage cost. 

 

Note – you can of course order books from Books Direct without placing the order via me, but you would 

then be paying full RRP + P&P. 

 

Gary Stephenson Bookshop Manager   

 

 

 

WANTED  

Nottinghamshire Family History Society Council Members 
 

This journal includes nomination forms for the NFHS Council for the next year. If anyone would like to have 

a say in how the Society is run or what Projects we could be doing etc please do send in your form.  

Council meetings are held six times a year and these are done via zoom so you don’t even need to leave your 

sofa! 

At the AGM in May we will need to elect a new President and a Programme Secretary as the current 

members do not wish to continue.  

 

Please support your Society 

https://www.familyhistoryfederation.com/
https://www.familyhistorybooksonline.com/
mailto:shopmanager2@nottsfhs.org
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Artists, Academics and Activists 
Mo Cooper – September 2021 Talk 

 
Mo Cooper is a local community historian involved in a lot of local heritage projects in Nottingham. She is 

also very involved in the local Womens History Group so the walks she normally runs highlights a lot of 

womens history that is often ignored. This talk has been ‘converted’ from a walk to a talk but it will be 

treated as a virtual walk as we go around the streets of Nottingham. 

We started at the Theatre Royal in the middle 

of Nottingham. Nottingham has a strong 

history of theatre entertainment over the 

years. Many places have gone but some do 

still exist. The Theatre Royal was 

commissioned by lace manufacturer’s John 

and William Lambert in 1865. Looking up 

Talbot Street the remains of Lambert’s factory 

can still be seen. The theatre replaced a 

Theatre Royal in St Mary’s Gate, and they 

wanted ‘a temple of drama and a place of 

innocent entertainment’, quite different to 

some of the locations around at that time. 

Inside the theatre there is a Blue Plaque to 

Constance Shacklock 1913-1999 a very 

successful contralto. She was born in 

Nottingham, her father was a farm hand and 

the family lived on the Sherwood Council Estate after the First World War. She eventually moved to London 

where she became very successful. 

One of the most famous women who was involved in the Theatre Royal was Vesta Tilley. She started her 

career at St Georges music hall on Parliament Street, where her father was stage manager. She dressed as a 

man for her shows and during the Great War she would dress as a soldier and persuade the men to enlist. She 

was a very successful artiste earning large amounts of money for the time. She married Arthur de Frece in 

1890 and she retired from the stage after war to support her husband’s political ambitions. 

 

Leaving the theatre we look across the road to 

the Elite building on Parliament Street. This has 

recently been restored and cleaned. This used to 

be a place of entertainment in the early twentieth 

century called the Dream Palace. This held a 

picture theatre/cinema which could seat 1600 

people. There were also tea rooms, a dining 

room, a dance space and writing rooms. The 

building is now used for student 

accommodation.  

We now walk down Sherwood Street and you 

can see the dominance of the Trent University in 

this part of Nottingham. Walking down 

Sherwood Street and then turn left onto 

Shakespeare Street and you are walking 

alongside the Arkwright Buildings, the most 

important architectural public building built by Nottingham City Council in the nineteenth century. The 

buildings were originally the Nottingham School of Design founded in 1843, which then became University 

College in 1877 and was the first municipally funded college of Further Education to be built in England. It 

combined a college, a public library and also a museum. One of it’s most famous students was DH Laurence 

who was there from 1906-08. The building survived and eventually became Nottingham Polytechnic. Further 

up Sherwood Street is a very large building, the Newton Building, which was built for the polytechnic. The 
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Polytechnic became 

Trent Polytechnic 

in 1970 and then in 

1992 became Trent 

University, the 

thirteenth largest 

university in the 

country. Mo looked 

to see who were the 

alumini and found 

11 women names, 

the most famous 

being Louise 

Thomas who was 

the force behind the 

Race for Life 

franchise. 

Now part of the University complex in Nottingham, on Shakespeare Street is a very grand building that used 

to be a Wesleyan Chapel. It suffered bad bomb damage during World War II so much so that the Chapel 

couldn’t afford to repair the building. A jewish community has been in Nottingham since about the twelfth 

century and they had a synagogue on Chaucer Street by the nineteenth century. After the Second World War 

the jewish population in Nottingham increased to the extent that they outgrew the Chaucer Street premises. 

They bought the Wesleyan Chapel and repaired it and it became the main synagogue in Nottingham for over 

60 years. Numbers eventually dwindled and the congregation moved to Lenton. The university then bought 

the building and it is now used for graduation ceremonies etc. 

 

Next to the Chapel is another lovely building that again has had several uses over the years. Originally the 

Poor Law Offices, it was purpose built in 1887 for the Board of Guardians. Women were allowed to be on 

the Board giving them an opportunity to become more politically active in Nottingham. Jeannie 

Brownswood was the first woman appointed to the Board of Guardians, she was also a founder member of 

the Town and County Social Guild. Her husband Anderson Brownswood was a successful lace manufacturer 

and they lived in Mapperley Park. Sarah Guilford was elected to be a Poor Law Guardian in the 1890’s, 

along with her sister Ann Cohen. The sisters were actively involved in the Nottingham Branch of the 

National Union of Womens Suffrage Society, the non -militant element of the suffrage movement. Like all 

the buildings on the street it suffered damage during the second world war bombing raids, shrapnel marks 
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still remain on the walls. The building later became the Registry Office for many years but lately it too has 

become part of the University complex and is now known as the Dryden Building. 

Continuing down Shakespeare Street we start walking among some modern buildings belonging to the 

University. One of these is the Lady & Sir Harry Djanogly Lecture Hall. Harry was a French born jew but 

came to England, fleeing the Nazi invasion there. He had family in Nottinghamshire so came here to join 

them. They became very successful, acquiring the Hine & Mundella manufacturing company in 1957, then 

added Coates and Viyella in the eighties. The couple have supported Nottingham by funding many buildings 

such as Academy’s, Arts venues etc. 

 

At the end of Shakespeare Street we reach Waverley 

Street. To the right is a building built in 1865 as a 

Textile Design School. In 1968 the students took 

industrial action and they had sit-ins, complaining 

about the subjects on offer and about the governance 

of the polytechnic. The had some success and the 

students were granted more involvement in the way 

the college was run. Laura Knight, one of 

Nottingham’s most famous painters, got into the 

school of art when she was only 13 years old, where 

she met fellow artist Harold Knight whom she later 

married. She is particularly famous for images of the 

ballet and, for Nottingham images of Goose Fair. In 

1929 she was the first female artist to be made a 

Dame. During the Second World War she was asked 

by the Ministry of Information to do some paintings 

about women at work – trying to encourage more 

women to join in.  

 

Crossing over Waverley Street we go up Clarendon Street. The wall to the right is a boundary wall to the 

General Cemetery and this road was originally called Cemetery Road. To the left are some lovely buildings 

called the Royal Terrace. On each building is a bust of a King or Queen with their initial, and also beautiful 

sculptures of agriculture. These were done by a local artist called Mr Smith but very little is known about 

him. The buildings were lived in as private houses 

until the 1930’s when people couldn’t always afford 

such large places. Some of them became boarding 

houses and eventually they were bought by the 

University as offices.  

 

 

At the top of Clarendon Street where it meets 

Chaucer Street, at No 30 was the home of Evelyn 

May Gibbs, another lady artist from the twentieth 

century. She also produced artwork for propaganda purposes during the war but is also known for her murals 

in St Martin of Tours church at Bilborough. She founded the Midland Artist Group. 
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Further along are the old Royal Midland Institute for the Blind Buildings on the corner of Chaucer and 

Clarendon Street but this is now the Nottingham Women’s Centre. The Women’s Centre housed various 

groups such as Womens aid, Crisis etc and Nottingham is now one of the few places that still has a Women’s 

Centre. 

Moving down Chaucer Street No 28 is now another University building but in the past this was a House of 

Refuge, described in 1899 as a refuge for Fallen Women, and at that time had 20 inmates. Opposite at No 21, 

in a building that no longer exists, lived a Miss Catherine Burgis, a teacher and a member of the Women’s 

Socialist and Political Union (WSPU) – the militant part of the suffrage movement. She took part in the 1911 

census boycott. 

 

Walking down Chaucer Street onto Goldsmith Street and we are back at the rear of Arkwright building. We 

then turn right and walk along to Talbot Street. In 1885 the site of the current Rock City was owned by the 

proprietor of the Talbot Hotel on Long Row. It was a skating rink, and during the late nineteenth century 

there was a circus housed there for some time. During the 1970’s it became the Heart of the Midlands, a 

night club. Stars such as Gene Pitney appeared there. Now known as Rock City established in 1980, the first 

band to play there was the Undertones led by Feargal Sharkey. This became the main place to go and see live 

bands in Nottingham and very many well known bands have played there over the last few decades. 

 

This walk has followed the route of some of the tram lines that have reappeared in Nottingham over the last 

twenty or so years. In 2016 four activists from Black Lives Matter staged a protest by lying on the tram 

tracks in the market square to highlight the racism still present in many areas. The protesters were later 

arrested and faced hefty fines. What is less well known is that the deaf community did the same thing six 

years earlier. Very different response as no-one was arrested and the public thought it was a good idea. 

 

Further Reading 

800 years – The Story of Nottingham’s Jews by Nelson Fisher. 

 

Illustrations from beginning of article are:- 

Theatre Royal, The Elite Building, The Arkwright Building (left) and the Newton Building (right), Wesley 

Chapel (left) and the Poor Law Office (right), The Textile Design School and Royal Terrace buildings with 

detail showing King Charles. 

 

 

 

Records and Archives of the Commonwealth War Graves Commission 
David Ingleby – October 2021 Talk 

 

On the 20th of October, I was privileged to give a Zoom presentation to the Society on the CWGC’s Archive 
collection. As a member of more than a few years, it was pleasing to be able to contribute to Society affairs 

at last! Whilst the technology worked on the day (thanks Peter!), the talk wasn’t recorded, hence these few 
notes of what was included. 

 

The CWGC’s archive consists of over 10,000 items dating from its foundation in 1917 up to the present day 

and includes personal correspondence, staff records, maintenance and tour reports, minutes of the various 

committees, photographs, press cuttings and architectural plans. 

Much of the archive has been digitised and is available through the Commission’s website at 
https://www.cwgc.org/find-records/cwgc-archive/ 

 

The Commission was established in 1917 as a result of the original work carried out by Fabian Ware and his 

British Red Cross Mobile Ambulance Team in locating and recording the details of First World War burials 

– both those in the newly established cemeteries set up by the individual battalions and divisions and the 

scattered battlefield burials. 

That work led to the foundation of a specialist unit – The Graves Registration Commission – which was later 

renamed (and greatly expanded) as The Directorate of Graves Registration and Enquiries. It is the records of 

https://www.cwgc.org/find-records/cwgc-archive/
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these organisations that you see when you research the Commission’s records on individual servicemen and 
women on the CWGC website and they form the Casualty Archive, the most used section of the 

Commission’s archive collection. 
 

Recognising the need for an independent organisation to carry on this work of commemoration once the war 

had ended led to the birth of the Commission and the cemeteries and memorials so familiar to us today. 

 

The Casualty Archive records include grave registration forms, headstone schedules and, in some cases, 

concentration reports if a casualty has been moved from one location to another – usually from a battlefield 

burial where a map reference is provided, or if a smaller cemetery has been closed and the casualties moved 

to a concentration cemetery. 

 

Turning to the other main section – the Commission Archive, this is where we find the administrative part of 

the collection. 

One of the most numerous groups are what are called Efiles – short for Enquiry Files. These are items of 

correspondence between the Commission and (usually) the next of kin of a casualty regarding aspects of the 

burial or commemoration. By 1942, there were nearly half a million such files but, in a case of unfortunate 

patriotism (unfortunate for us, that is), almost all were pulped in the Second World War to help provide new 

supplies to combat the shortage of paper. Only a handful of Efiles survive from the early years up to 1942, 

although more have been created since. Many Efiles have been digitised and can be seen from the website. 

 

There are many gems in the collection, including letters from Fabian Ware dated from the very beginning of 

the First World War, some describing the process of recording the burials and how the graves were marked 

initially. There are booklets such as “The Graves of the Fallen” written by Rudyard Kipling and the Kenyon 

Report which set out the principles by which the Commission still operates today. 

 

The Archives hold many architectural drawings and plans for the cemeteries and memorials which form 

important reference points for the architects and builders of today’s Commission when repairs and alterations 
are planned. 

 

Staff record cards, including photographs give much personal information about the Commission’s 
employees from the early days – including luminaries such as Ware and Kipling as well as ‘ordinary’ 
gardeners and clerks. Photograph albums help tell the story of the work carried out after the end of both 

world wars in clearing battlefield areas of bodies and the construction of the cemeteries and memorials we 

know so well today. 

 

A documentary programme aired in 2019 highlighted that there were many names of casualties missing from 

the official records, mainly in East Africa and the Middle East. Sadly, this is, in part, due to prejudiced 

attitudes of the time. Instead of being remembered by name, many casualties are recorded only by number on 

some memorials. The Commission has apologised for these omissions and is actively putting it right. 

 

The Archives can be accessed by visiting the Commission’s headquarters at Maidenhead in Berkshire, 

currently open between 10.00am and 4.30pm, Monday to Friday. We do ask that you book an appointment 

and specify which documents you wish to consult so they may be made ready for you on arrival. Whilst 

general enquiries can be dealt with, the archive staff can not undertake research on your behalf. 

 

The talk given to the Society was one of a group of presentations available. There are others available on 

‘We are CWGC’ – covering all major aspects of the Commission’s work on a global scale, and other talks on 

Horticulture, Architecture and Conservation and some specific areas of the Commission’s history.  

If you would like a talk on these subjects, please contact me at ingleby.thegreen@talk21.com 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:ingleby.thegreen@talk21.com
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Why did they all come from here? 
Adrian Gray – November 2021 Talk 

 
ADRIAN GRAY explains why the ‘Mayflower Pilgrim’ story is much more interesting to us in 
Nottinghamshire when set in a wider context of religious change. 

 

Discussion over the ‘Mayflower’ Pilgrims and their connection with Nottinghamshire has usually focused on 

the main characters of William Bradford and William Brewster. Brewster of course lived at Scrooby in the 

far north of the county while Bradford actually lived just across the Yorkshire border at Austerfield, though 

by the logic of Church organisation this village was attached to the Archdeaconry of Nottingham. 

 

The emphasis on people who left and went to America has perhaps resulted in the county having a rather 

uncommitted relationship with the Pilgrim story. However, by taking a longer view of the gathering 

Protestant Reformation in the region, the role of Nottinghamshire people in a much wider movement 

becomes much more interesting for those with a local focus. When we choose to begin the story with 

Thomas Cranmer, Nottinghamshire born, we gain a very different perspective. 

A study of the full story shows that Nottinghamshire produced a series of leading characters who were 

radical Protestants, later called ‘puritans’. This pattern began with Cranmer but included several of his early 

associates, notably Sir John Markham of Cotham. The local radical gentry (for such they usually were) 

became markedly more influential after the Lincolnshire Rising and the Pilgrimage of Grace in 1536-7 which 

helped to change the ‘pecking order’ amongst the gentry in the East Midlands. 
This was further helped by the role these gentry then played in the dissolution of the monasteries – being 

trusted emissaries for the policy of Thomas Cromwell, but they also benefited significantly from it. George 

Lassells (Lascelles) of Sturton is a notable example, able to purchase an estate at Gateford from the proceeds. 

We also see families like Hercy, Babington and Whalley involved. Later, George Lassells’ brother John went 

to the stake in 1546 for holding advanced Protestant views. 

It was Hercy, a relative of Markham’s, who helped to turn northern Nottinghamshire into a radical Protestant 

enclave. Much of his money was left to the Denmans of Retford and Ordsall, who supported a succession of 

puritan clergy who later challenged the cautious progress of reform under Queen Elizabeth. As a result, by 

about 1590, there were twenty or more ‘nonconformist’ churches in the area including Babworth, Marnham 

and Scrooby. Meanwhile clergy like Brian Barton in South Collingham pursued a consistently independent 

line, rejecting such ‘fripperies’ as the surplice. At the same time, leading puritan families like the Wrays (one 

of whom married a Foljambe) planted their like-minded acolytes into key villages: the Iretons’ arrival at 
Attenborough is the classic example of this. 

 

By the time King James I decided that puritan rebels needed to be brought to heel, there had therefore been 

two generations of radical Protestant activity in the area. In 1605, the Church authorities acted by removing 

from their posts a handful of the most active local rebels – Clifton at Babworth, Southworth at Headon, 

Bernard at Worksop. But in so doing they forced people to take a stand, a crisis made worse by the presence 

locally of John Smyth and John Robinson, both men from Sturton who had no job in the Church and thus 

nothing to lose. It was most likely Smyth who led the calls for separation and eventual escape to the less 

challenging world of the Netherlands, and it was also Nottinghamshire’s Thomas Helwys who organised and 
paid for the final escape. 

 

The complex relationships of the puritan families must be fertile ground for family historians. For example, 

Smyth and Helwys took with them Rev Hugh Bromhead of Bole and Wheatley…..so, we wonder, what was 
his connection to Rev Thomas Brumhedde of Rampton – a clergyman deprived of his living under Mary I? 

In Amsterdam, Smyth and Helwys became Baptists and soon after Helwys returned to London to start the 

first known English Baptist church. But, he, Smyth and John Murton of Gainsborough are also important for 

developing a new idea – that the State should have no involvement in Religion: it was an idea that proved to 

have some traction in America, albeit not always accepted in New England after the Pilgrims went there in 

1620 and even more so after the migrations of 1629-33. 
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So, a true study of the movement that gave rise to the Pilgrims would investigate the complex family stories 

around Retford in particular but also in some other areas of the county. They would then find that some of 

the names – Whalley and Ireton in particular – proved to be very significant in the conflicts of the 1640s as 

well. 

 

To explore these stories further, you can read my book ‘Restless, Souls, Pilgrim Roots’ which is the full 
sweeping story of Christian history in our region. You can also read ‘From Here We Changed the World’, 
which focuses on the contribution of each place in the NE Notts and West Lincolnshire area. For a change, I 

have two more general books in our ‘People and Places’ series covering Bassetlaw and the Newark and 
Sherwood district. 

 

 

 

Causes of Death in the County of Nottingham  
Nottingham & Midland Counties Daily Express, Thursday November 6, 1879 

 

 Causes of Death 

 SF D WC F Di C V IC PI S M 

Nottingham Sherwood Ward 2 0 1 1 2 0 0 2 0   

Nottingham St Mary Ward 0 0 0 0 4 1 1 1 0   

Nottingham St Anns Ward 1 0 2 0 12 1 2 3 36   

Nottingham Byron Ward 3 0 1 1 7 0 0 0 0   

Nottingham Exchange Ward 2 0 0 3 8 0 2 4 0   

Nottingham Castle Ward 2 0 2 0 3 0 1 1 0   

Nottingham Park Ward 0 0 0 0 5 3 5 6 12 1  

Basford 1 0 0 0 2 0 3 6 12   

Bulwell 11 0 0 0 9 0 5 7 0  1 

Wilford 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0   

Radford 1 0 2 0 9 0 0 0 9   

Lenton 1 0 0 1 4 0 1 1 0   

Hyson Green 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0   

Sneinton 8 0 1 1 9 0 1 3 9   

Greasley 1 0 0 1 2 0 2 8 0  4 

Ilkeston 1 0 0 1 3 0 6 8 0   

Arnold 3 0 0 0 0 0 2 2 0   

Carlton 1 0 0 0 10 0 1 1 0   

East Retford 1 1 1 8 1 0 2 2 4  1 

Worksop 3 0 2 8 1 0 1 2 6  3 

Mansfield 7 0 2 1 3 0 7 11 6  8 

Southwell 1 1 1 3 8 0 1 3 6   

Newark 0 0 3 4 5 0 5 5 7   

 

Key 

SF – Scarlet fever; D – Diptheria; WC – Whooping Cough; F – Fever; D – Diarrhoea; C – Cholera; 

V – Violence; IC – Inquest cases; PI – Death in Public Institutions; S – Smallpox; M – Measles 

 

Scarlet fever was much on the increase in Bulwell. In last June there were only seven fatal cases, but in the 

quarter just ended there were eleven. It was as virulent here as nearly as in the rest of Nottingham put 

together. 

 

Of the total deaths in Nottinghamshire [March and June quarters] as many as 577 were those of infants under 

one year and 413 deaths referred to persons of 60 years and upwards.  



12 

 

Rev Joseph Gilbert 
Robin Taylor Gilbert 

 
Joseph Gilbert (1779-1852), Congregational Minister and 

theologian, was born on 20 March 1779 in Wrangle, 

Lincolnshire, the third son and fifth child of a tenant farmer and 

local Methodist preacher, John Gilbert (1725-1801), and his 

first wife Sarah (née Hellerby or Ellerby) (c.1746-1780). His 

mother died when he was only three, and his father later 

remarried. 

 

Early life and first marriage 

Gilbert was brought up in a household ruled by active religious 

principles, which made a much greater impression on him than 

attendance at the local church. His father “appears to have been 

a man of few words, much respected, and careful and anxious 

for the higher interests of his children...a good man [who] owed 

his Christian character...to the labours of Mr Wesley” (A 

Biographical Sketch of the Rev. Joseph Gilbert by his Widow 

(1853), p.14). As a child, Gilbert’s only formal education was 
at a small school on the boundaries of Wrangle and Leake, 

which he left at the age of fourteen, after having been briefly 

employed, for a sum of four guineas, as an assistant to the 

schoolmaster. An early desire to follow in the footsteps of his 

uncle, Joseph Gilbert (1732-1820), who had been Master of the Resolution on Captain Cook’s second Pacific 

voyage, and to go to sea - an ambition which his uncle encouraged and would have been in a good position 

to foster - was overruled by his father and, in about 1793, he was apprenticed to a general retailer in Burgh, 

whose wife, according to the memoir written by Gilbert’s widow, was the sister of Gilbert’s first wife, Sarah 
Chapman. However, a surviving testimonial from his employer, dated 15 May 1799, is signed by one 

Jonathan Smith, while Sarah’s brother-in-law’s name was Francis Goodrick (or Goodericke). It may be that 

Gilbert in fact had lodgings with Goodrick rather than being employed by him. In any case, it is recorded 

that, while in Burgh, he regularly accompanied Mrs Goodrick on Sundays to the neighbouring parish of 

Braytoft, where the incumbent had evangelical leanings. He also made time during the week for private 

study, reading at night “the principal works on questions of controversial divinity” (Biographical Sketch, 

p.21), and was an active participant in a local debating society. For two years, he became a strict vegetarian 

on moral grounds, but suffered a complete breakdown in his health, which his doctor attributed to his diet. 

Whether or not this diagnosis was sound, Gilbert recovered after being prescribed a more “generous 
regimen” (Biographical Sketch, p.25). 

 

On leaving Burgh in 1799 on completion of his apprenticeship, Gilbert went into business in East Retford, 

Nottinghamshire, initially as an assistant, but soon as a partner and then sole owner. While in East Retford, 

he survived a nearly fatal attack of typhus fever, the first of several serious illnesses during his long life. His 

first wife, Sarah Chapman (1761-1812), whom he had met through her sister, Mrs Goodrick, was the 

daughter of a successful surgeon. She was considerably older than him, but intelligent, witty and vivacious. 

Indeed, it appears that she had been rather frivolous in her pursuits, at least by Gilbert’s standards, until 
undergoing a conversion at least partly under his influence. They were married at St James, Spilsby, on 7 

May 1800, when Gilbert was barely twenty-one.  

 

It was in East Retford that Gilbert first became a dissenter (a term he personally disliked), joining a small 

Independent congregation. (Although his father was a Methodist preacher and out of sympathy with most 

Anglican clergy, he and his family, as was not unusual at the time, remained members of the Established 

Church.) The congregation being without a Minister, it was arranged, at least partly at Gilbert’s expense, for 
students from the Independent College at Rotherham to supply the pulpit, and he thus soon came under the 

influence of Dr Edward Williams (1750-1813), the Principal of the College, who, hearing from his students 

Rev Joseph Gilbert by Thomas Barber 

c1829 
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of Gilbert’s qualities, suggested he might consider entering the Ministry. This, despite the loss of income it 

would entail at least for a time, Gilbert determined to do, a decision fully supported by his wife. 

 

Rotherham and ministry 

Gilbert entered the Independent College at Rotherham in 1806. On completing his studies (at which he 

excelled), he was called to the Ministry and was briefly Pastor to the Independent congregation at Southend 

from 1809 to 1810, before returning to Rotherham on 7 January 1811 as Classical Tutor, on a salary of £100 

a year plus rent-free accommodation. From December 1813, he was also Pastor of the Nether Chapel in 

Sheffield. On the death, in March 1813, of his mentor, Dr Williams, Gilbert was the students' unanimous 

choice to succeed him as Principal, but, in the event, the appointment went to another, at least partly because 

Gilbert was at the time unmarried, his first wife having recently died. He later served in Hull (1817-1825), at 

the thriving Fish Street Chapel; ministry in a place so closely associated with seafaring gave him particular 

pleasure. In 1825, he moved to Nottingham, where, after a brief (and, professionally, unhappy) period as co-

Pastor, with his former pupil, the Revd Richard Cecil, of the St James Street congregation, he left to form the 

Friar Lane congregation in 1827, of which he remained Pastor until shortly before his death. The Friar Lane 

Chapel was built to accommodate the new congregation, most of the cost being met from a substantial loan 

from Miss Frances Greaves, Gilbert’s wealthy patron, who had followed him from Sheffield to Hull and 

from Hull to Nottingham. It was opened on 17 April 1828.  

 

Writings, theology and politics 

In 1808, while still a student at Rotherham, Gilbert published, at the prompting of Dr Williams, a riposte to 

Remarks on a recent hypothesis respecting the origin of moral evil (1808), a published series of letters 

addressed to Dr Williams on the subject by the Revd William Bennett. Gilbert subsequently published a 

number of sermons and a Life of Dr Williams (1825) and, in 1826-7, delivered a highly successful course of 

public lectures and seminars in Nottingham on the Evidences of Christianity, which achieved many converts 

from atheism. A second course of these lectures some years later brought him into conflict with the radical 

freethinker Richard Carlile (1790-1843). This encounter led to an exchange of letters in the local press, 

which resulted in Carlile's suing the publisher for libel, losing the case with costs and being imprisoned in 

default of payment, until Gilbert and his friends themselves raised the money to free him. These lectures 

were delivered without benefit of a script and were thus never published. (According to his widow, “his 
aversion to writing [was] habitually strong; so that his pen was rarely employed, unless on occasions scarcely 

avoidable, or under the conviction of immediate duty” (Biographical Sketch, p.1).) However, Gilbert's most 

important theological work was The Christian Atonement, Its Basis, Nature, and Bearings: Or, the Principle 

of Substitution (1836), the edited texts of his Congregational Lectures of 1835.  

 

His approach to his faith was rational, intellectual and socially liberal, but in his preaching he was always 

concerned to ensure understanding by all his hearers regardless of their educational attainments. He did not 

allow theological or political differences to engender a lack of respect or charity towards his opponents and 

usually contrived to maintain good and even cordial personal relations with those with whom he disagreed 

on such matters, including Richard Cecil and his brother-in-law, Isaac Taylor of Stanford Rivers (1787-

1865). He and his second wife Ann were also closely involved in promoting many of the social and political 

causes of the day, including the abolition of slavery, Catholic emancipation and Free Trade, and Gilbert 

represented the Congregational Church in Nottingham in several petitions to Parliament. He was also a 

strong proponent of disestablishment and an early supporter of what eventually became the RSPCA. The 

Gilberts were part of a wide circle of influential Dissenters in Nottingham, including the Morleys, the 

Wilsons, the Hines, the Herberts and, probably, the Howitts. Gilbert was given the freedom of Nottingham 

and admitted a Burgess of the Town in December 1830.  

  

Second marriage and family 

Joseph Gilbert’s first wife Sarah had died childless on 8 January 1812. Her orphaned niece, Salome 

Goodrick, was Gilbert's ward; she married Richard Cecil, who subsequently invited Gilbert to Nottingham in 

1825 and later became one of the Revd Isaac Taylor's successors as Pastor of the (by then) Congregational 

Church at Ongar in Essex. On 24 December 1813, at Ongar, Joseph Gilbert married Ann Taylor (1782-

1866), the eldest child of the Independent Minister, engraver and educational pioneer, the Revd Isaac Taylor 

(1759-1829) and his wife Ann (née Martin) (1757-1830). He had proposed to her before even having met her  
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on the strength of an estimation of her character formed by reading her work – almost certainly, her work as 

a literary critic in the Eclectic Review rather than, as has often been alleged, her earlier poems for children. 

There were eight children of the marriage: Josiah (1814-1892), who became a successful portrait painter and 

Alpinist; Anne Taylor (1816-1887), who married the Nottingham printer and bookseller John Newham 

Dunn; Joseph Henry (1817-1901), an agricultural chemist, who, with John Bennett Lawes (1814-1900), 

founded the Rothamsted Experimental Station, became a Fellow of the Royal Society and was knighted; 

Edward Williams (1818-1827), said to have been academically the brightest of all the children, but who died 

aged only eight; Jane Jefferys (1820-1907), who never married; Isaac Charles (1822-1855), an architect 

practising in Nottingham, who married Anne Gee(1828-1908), later, after his death, to produce an evocative 

slim volume entitled Recollections of Old Nottingham and to become an expert on local botany; Caroline 

(1823-1892), who, like her sister Jane, did not marry; and James Montgomery (1825-1864), a civil engineer, 

who married his cousin Jemima Taylor Herbert and whose promising career in business was cut short by his 

early death. Towards the end of his life, Gilbert took in a small number of pupils as part of his household. 

 

Ill health, death and burial 

In 1824, a severe attack of pleurisy, with an associated liver complaint, had forced Gilbert to resign his 

Pastorate at Hull. For several months in early 1841, he was again very seriously ill. Although he recovered, a 

fall on ice in December 1846, resulting in a fractured rib, initiated 

a steady decline in his health, and, in November 1850, he tendered 

his resignation from his Pastorate at Friar Lane, but was persuaded 

to continue in at least a nominal capacity. A year later, on 16 

November 1851, his renewed resignation was finally accepted. On 

29 December, he was too frail to attend a testimonial event held in 

his honour and was represented by his eldest son Josiah, who 

accepted on his father’s behalf a mahogany writing desk and a 
purse of 220 sovereigns. Joseph Gilbert died at his home in St 

James Street on 12 December 1852. His grave and that of his 

second wife Ann, marked by a vast High Victorian monument, are 

in the General Cemetery in Nottingham; it is now sadly 

dilapidated and most of the inscriptions have gone. 

 

After Gilbert's death, his widow published A Biographical Sketch 

of the Rev. Joseph Gilbert (1853), which included the brief 

beginnings of an autobiography by Gilbert himself (the 

manuscript of which survives in the family). An obituary in The 

Eclectic Review concluded that “Few English theologians have 

equalled him in the penetrating and cautious intellect which he 

consecrated to the profoundest regions of human thought...He 

The home of Joseph & Ann Gilbert in Castle Gate, Nottingham. Front and rear views plus a painting 

done by their granddaughter Annie Laurie Gilbert in 1939 
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combined great learning and singular power of abstract thinking with a degree of practical sagacity which 

rendered him a safe counsellor in seasons of worldly perplexity” (quoted in The Congregational Year Book 

for 1854 (pp.229-231)). His brother-in-law Isaac Taylor described him as "A man of the warmest 

benevolence, of extraordinary intelligence, extensive acquirements, excellent judgement in common affairs, 

and withal of deep and elevated piety" (The Family Pen, Vol. 1, p.282, also quoted in Autobiography & 

Other Memorials of Mrs Gilbert, Vol. 1, p.261). Much earlier, an acquaintance in Sheffield had written that 

he “possesses a sweetness of mind & manners almost unequalled in his sex I think’ and that he and his wife 

Ann “are as easy of access & as free in conversation as any common person we meet in society” (letter of 
Sarah Smith of Sheffield to her sister Rebecca Shorthouse, 11 August 1816, quoted in Memorials of the 

Families of Shorthouse and Robinson, ed. Southall, Ransome & Evans (1902)). 

 

Robin Tayor Gilbert Email: robintaylorgilbert@btinternet.com 

 

Sources 

Parish registers of St Mary & St Nicholas, Wrangle, and of St James, Spilsby; Registers of the Independent 

College at Rotherham (Rotherham Central Library); Records of the Congregational Church assembled at the 

Friar Lane Chapel, Nottingham (Nottingham University Library); obituary of John Gilbert in The Methodist 

Magazine, Vol. 25, 1802, pp.462-465; A Biographical Sketch of the Rev. Joseph Gilbert by his Widow 

(1853); Autobiography & Other Memorials of Mrs Gilbert (formerly Ann Taylor) (1874), edited by Josiah 

Gilbert; Taylor, Isaac (1787-1865): The Family Pen, Memorials, Biographical and Literary, of the Taylor 

Family of Ongar (1867), edited by Isaac Taylor (1829-1901); Pocket books of Ann Gilbert for 1829 and 

1850 (Alexander Turnbull Library, Wellington, New Zealand); obituary in Congregational Year Book 1854, 

pp.229-231; Wylie, William Howie: Old and New Nottingham (1853), pp.201-202; Darwent, C.E.: The 

Story of Fish Street Church (1899), pp.39-46; newspaper articles including: Morning Post 24 April 1830; 

London Evening Standard 24 April 1830; Evening Mail 29 November 1830; Caledonian Mercury 17 May 

1834; Nottingham Review & General Advertiser for the Midland Counties 12 January 1838; 1 June 1838; 1 

October 1841. 

 

Likenesses 

Isaac Taylor of Stanford Rivers: miniature of early 1820s (private collection) 

Miniature by unknown artist (Lavenham Guildhall) - engraving by ?J.Freeman (reproduced in Evangelical 

Magazine 1822) 

Thomas Barber: portrait in oils of 1829 (private collection) 

Josiah Gilbert: crayon portrait of 1851 (private collection) 

 

 

 

Help Wanted 
 

Please keep your entries as short and concise as possible. Entries that are too long or confused will be edited 

or omitted. Do try to explore the usual sources such as GRO Indexes, Censuses and IGI etc. before using this 

page. Will members responding to these requests please send me a copy of their reply so that they may be 

published in the journal. Please print or type clearly with all surnames in CAPITALS and send to:- 

The Editor, 39 Brooklands Drive, Gedling Nottingham NG4 3GU. 

 

BESTOW Elizabeth Prior Email: elizabethprior@btinternet.com 

 is trying to find information on Francis Bestow of Wollaton who died 1723. Francis is 

my 6xgreat grandfather through his daughters Sarah, who married Joseph Meads, and Mary who married 

Henry Shaw. I have been trying to establish Francis’s parentage as well as the surname of his second wife 

Susannah and the place of their marriage. Does any member have ‘my’ Francis in their tree? If it’s any help 

Francis had a son, Samuel, by his first wife Barbara Baldock. 

 

 

 

mailto:elizabethprior@btinternet.com
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Papplewick Lido The Editor Email: nottsfhsjournaleditor@nottsfhs.org  

 Does anyone recall a memorial to a Police Officer who died in the River (Leen?) 

rescuing a child. The memorial was seen by a gentleman when he was a child at or near the Papplewick 

Lido. If anyone has any information re the Officer and/or the whereabouts of the memorial please contact the 

Editor. 

 

Wollaton Hall 1910 Elizabeth Jarvis Email: me.jarvis@btinternet.com 

 A local group are trying to research people who worked at Wollaton Hall and have 

found a photo of gardeners working in the grounds. The photo is dated 1910 and Elizabeth wonders if 

anyone recognises these men or would know anything about people who worked there. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Recruitment for Language Variation Project – Nottingham 

Can you help with a language variation project, ‘Interactions in Grammatical Systems: North-South Dialect 

Variation in England’, which looks at whether there are particular geographical patterns to the grammar we 

use. The research is funded by the Arts and Humanities Research Council (AHRC) and is being conducted 

by Dr Claire Childs (Principal Investigator) and Dr Beth Cole (Research Associate) at the Department of 

Language and Linguistic Science, University of York. 

We are looking for people who are willing to participate in a recorded conversation (1 hour) over Zoom and 

a short questionnaire (10 minutes). The conversation will be with a researcher from the project and someone 

else you know who also meets our eligibility criteria. Participants will receive a £25 Amazon/Love2Shop 

voucher. 

We are looking for people who: 

• were born and raised in one of four English cities: Newcastle upon Tyne, Leeds, Nottingham or 

Southampton 

• are aged 18-25 or 60+ 

• have not spent a significant amount of time outside their home city or surrounding region 

• consider themselves broadly 'working class' 

consider the way they speak to be representative of their home city or surrounding region 

If you meet the above criteria, please visit our Google Form ( https://forms.gle/TEK6ovfs6Qyi6siU6) for 

more information and to express your interest in participating. You can also contact us at language-variation-

project@york.ac.uk with any questions. Even if you are not able to participate yourself, we’d be grateful if 
you could share this message with anyone else you know who might be eligible. 

Many thanks, 

Claire Childs and Beth Cole 

 

https://mail2.virginmedia.com/appsuite/
https://forms.gle/TEK6ovfs6Qyi6siU6
mailto:language-variation-project@york.ac.uk
mailto:language-variation-project@york.ac.uk
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Thralls of Mansfield 
Clifford Hughes 

 
The history of this name illustrates how a particular name can appear from a source many miles away and 

quickly become established in a specific area. This surname did not originate in the county: I cannot find it in 

any of my earliest sources. However, the first mention I have found in parish registers in Notts is for 1694, in 

Mansfield. After that date many Thrall baptisms and burials took place in the county, the great majority in 

Mansfield where Thralls had obviously soon become a significant element in the population.  

 

Where had the first Mansfield Thralls come from? In Hertfordshire there is a similar name, THRALE, which 

in the past has sometimes been written as Thrall. Genealogists following the history of the Thrales assume 

that the Thralls are descended from them. I was dubious until I saw an account on an American website 

devoted to the earliest settlers in that country. A William Thrall/Thrale, probably from Sandridge, Herts, is 

recorded as receiving an award of land in Connecticut in 1637. This surname was common in Sandridge well 

before William emigrated. Another factor linking the Thrales of Herts and the Thralls of Notts is the 

profession of this early American settler. He was a stonemason, and we shall see that this profession was 

absolutely characteristic of the Mansfield Thralls. Thrale is still a Hertfordshire surname, but much more rare 

than Thrall now. In 1881 there were 21 Thrales in Herts compared with about 90 Thralls in Notts. So my 

hypothesis is that openings for stonemasons in Notts attracted workers from Hertfordshire, and the settlers in 

Mansfield thrived, such that they successfully raised large families (as can be seen in the censuses) and came 

to outnumber those who had stayed behind in Hertfordshire. 

 

The connection between the Thralls and working in stone is a remarkable one, and helps to convince me that 

the emigrant William and the Hertfordshire Thrales are related to the Mansfield Thralls. By the 1841 census 

there were 8 Thrall families in the town. Of the 11 working males in these households, 9 were stonemasons. 

I’m tempted to see a continuous line of stone workers from the emigrant William in the early 17th century to 
these Mansfield men. Magnesian limestone outcrops in the western part of our county, all the way from 

Nottingham to the Yorkshire border and then beyond. I wonder if the limestone quarries and building in 

stone in the Mansfield area attracted the Thralls to the town, and then kept them employed for generations. 

Perhaps they worked on the stone that was used in the rebuilding of the Houses of Parliament after its 

destruction by fire in 1834.  

 

Several Thralls were still stonemasons in 1881 and even in 1911, when building in brick had virtually taken 

over completely in this area, Charles Thrall was a stonemason. There would still have been a need for repairs 

and maintenance to stone structures. This family’s history is also a strong record of the tendency of sons to 
follow fathers in an industry or profession. The youngsters would have become familiar with the trade from 

watching their elders, and the latter would have been in a position to secure jobs for their sons. This tendency 

can also be seen in the other trade which attracted many Thrall men later in the 19th century, when perhaps 

stone working was dying out - iron founding. The establishment of foundries in the area was part of the 

growth of industry locally, reflecting the need for metal parts as towns developed and society became more 

sophisticated. By 1881 several Thralls were working in iron foundries, and again fathers and sons were 

involved together. Female employment was also changing, as masons’ daughters became cotton operatives, 
presumably in the Town Mill. 

 

There is evidence that people with this surname had a tendency to travel, presumably to better themselves. 

The 1851 census shows that 2 of them had been born in London, and Henry Thrall, a blacksmith in 

Mansfield in 1901, had been born in the USA. By the late 19th century many of those born in Mansfield had 

settled elsewhere. The most noteworthy example is Benjamin. In 1871 he was a Post Office clerk lodging in 

Doncaster. Ten years later he was the chief PO clerk in Hull, and in 1901 the Postmaster at Taunton, at the 

opposite end of the country. His children took up similar, but less exalted, careers. The growth of the service 

economy provided the chance for able and ambitious people to opt for white collar employment in place of 

the manual work their predecessors had done, to travel, and to improve their lot in life.  

The Thralls of Mansfield illustrate economic development in the Victorian age, and social and geographical 

mobility for some families, as well as continuity for others.  
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From Writing for Family to Publishing Worldwide 

Why sharing your family history is vital. 
Helen Parker-Drabble 

 
The story of your family has value.  

• It is a powerful antidote against adverse life experiences. It shows you too can overcome disaster and 

survive tough times1. 

• Children with a strong sense of their ancestors are more self-confident2. 

• Sharing stories promotes bonding and helps adolescents develop a sense of identity3. 

• Family histories can help determine, and challenge, the effect of inheritance on mental health. 

           

The pitfalls and joy of saving family history for future generations – A Personal Legacy 

My first attempt to share family history with my relatives was a family tree charting my ancestors up to the 

level of my eighth great-grandparents. Early in the process, I fell into the trap of trusting someone else’s 

research. I discovered they had not proved the ancestral connections in their family tree4. Even after I 

managed to print a reliable chart, I found that my family’s response to my discoveries was (understandably) 

lukewarm.  

I turned to growing our tree, found new living relatives, and arranged a meeting in the Tank Yard, once 

home to my maternal grandfather. It was great fun reuniting the different branches of the family in the 

Bedford Hall, Thorney, 130 years after my granddad’s birth. But sharing the larger tree I had printed was not 

the family’s highlight.  

 

 

Holding previously unseen heirlooms is what made the event. Touching 

items that had belonged to our ancestors reinforced the emotional 

connection with the past. More importantly, it created special memories 

with newfound family. 

    

The experience made me realise how little we know about what we each 

have in our own collection. Now I collate a digital record of all the 

heirlooms, diaries, photographs, newspaper clippings, recipes, and 

personal documents that had survived in our respective collections. I had 

planned to save these to a USB memory stick. Then I remembered how 

the audio and film of me as a young child had been lost. 

My challenge was to select a widely accessible format, while making sure 

its form would be robust enough to last. Each technology I considered ran 

the risk it would not be understood or valued. So, I planned another 

printed photo album. An advantage of this format is it can easily include a description of each item, along 

with any associated stories. But it is the thought of a professionally produced photobook lasting for many 

more generations that spurred me on. 

My next goal was to finish a legacy box for each young person in the immediate family, including: 
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• Ancestor charts 

• Family trees 

• Family photo albums 

• Photo albums of heirlooms and birth, marriage and death records 

Yet this did not feel enough. Although each of the above enterprises is valuable, they did not communicate 

all I wanted to future generations. 

My leisure time soon revolved around treading in my ancestors’ footsteps, particularly those of my 

grandfather Walter Parker. I pored over archival records and binge read social history to understand the 

context of my forebears. My family was now keen to know what I had uncovered, but how much I could say 

and what would be remembered. So, how to share? 

I realised that if family historians want what they have painstakingly discovered to survive, we have to 

weave the distinct threads into a narrative – and print the result.  

 

Writing a Book – Who, Me?  

Writing your family history can be daunting and, at times, overwhelming. Questions raced through my mind: 

• How would I find the time? 

• Could I cut the project down to size so it would be possible to complete?  

• What would keep me motivated? 

• I had not written anything before. How could I make it good enough? I am not a qualified researcher 

or historian, so why would anyone want to read a book I had written?   

 

The answer to my question, ‘Where would I find the time?’ came from tutor Gill Blanchard on her Writing 

Your Family History course at The Society of Genealogists in London. Gill told me, during a break, ‘It is not 

about finding the time; it’s about deciding what to give up.’ I found it was easy to give up most of my 

television viewing for an activity that felt so rewarding. 

Gill also showed me how I could cut my project down to size. She explained my progress would be quicker 

if I concentrated on one person. I chose my Victorian grandfather Walter Parker and drafted a writing plan.  

For motivation, I started telling people I was writing a book, if only to hold myself accountable. I pressed on 

despite my misgivings and frequent crises of confidence. I decided to behave as if it were possible for me to 

bring a book into the world. When I was ill, exhausted, or despaired of finishing, I pictured someone reading 

my book 200 years from now.  

The challenge of how to make my writing polished enough to publish, ran alongside the whole endeavour. 

Feeling confident my work stood up to historical scrutiny was the hardest hurdle to overcome. But the 

solution to both these problems turned out to be easy: I discovered that to go from writing for family to 

worldwide publication, I needed a team behind me. 

 

You are not alone – Building a team 

Looking back, I realise I was as methodical about putting my team together as I was in my research. I 

considered my doubts and questions and, over time, sought out people who could help me. 

Long before I had a first draft, I started criticising everything I wrote. I stalled. Rather than give up, I found a 

writing coach and editor, Vrinda Pendred, whose encouragement helped me through the inevitable setbacks. 

When I could not see a way forward, Vrinda sensitively shone a light on my work and inspired me to take 

my writing to the next level. An epiphany led me to combine my counselling background and interest in 

mental health with my family history research. I considered what my grandfather could have inherited from 

his ancestors, and a psychological inheritance unravelled, revealing intergenerational anxiety, trauma, loss, 

alcoholism, and depression. And what family is without these? I had discovered my voice and the 

overarching theme of my work. 

 

Overcoming Doubt 

As I came to the end of my fifth draft, I felt the manuscript was still not finished. Doubt in my ability, never 

far away, returned. I questioned whether I had written a book only I could enjoy. Unfairly, I shared it with 

trusted friends, but I failed to ask for feedback from people interested in family history. Finally, I bounced 

my ideas off fellow enthusiasts and was delighted at how responsive they were to my blend of family history 

and psychological research. Dare I believe my book could find a wider audience than family? 
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I asked myself what would give me the courage to seek a publisher. Although I am an enthusiastic 

independent scholar, I do not have any qualifications in history or research. So, I looked for a professional. I 

added a historical consultant to my team. Dr George Regkoukos was enormously patient and encouraging. 

He also:  

• gave me a historical perspective  

• helped me focus my research  

• pointed out gaps in my thinking  

• referred me to research I had overlooked 

Armed with hard-earned confidence and a draft I could be proud of, I was now ready to seek a publisher.  

 

From Writing for Family to Publishing Worldwide 

When seeking a publisher, my first considerations were: would my writing find an audience? Would a 

traditional publisher see the value in such a niche form of writing? 

I found out that conventional publishers sold, on average, about 5 million adult non-fiction print books in the 

United States per week during October and November of 2019, in the run-up to Christmas. The average 

traditionally published non-fiction book sells 250-300 copies in the first year and 3,000 in the book’s 
lifetime.  

Could a publisher help readers find my book? Maybe. But publishers expect authors to identify and bring 

their readership, and undertake a lot of marketing themselves. In the old-style publishing world, a book is 

usually given a press release, inserted into a brochure, and newsletter, and it then declines in sales. 

The more research I did, the more I believed publishing independently would work best for me and a family 

history book. I came to see traditional publishing as the vanity route. At best, it could reassure me that what I 

had created was good enough – but isn’t it the reader who decides that?  

I wish I had come across the Alliance of Independent Authors (ALLi) at the beginning of my journey. ALLi 

is an affordable professional business membership organisation for self-publishing authors (nothing to do 

with vanity publishing). One of the significant points ALLi makes is that as an author, you do not need to 

become a specialist in every field. Instead of being uncertain you can plug into essential, trusted advice, 

supportive guidance, and a range of resources that would be near impossible, and time-consuming, to create 

for oneself. I added more people to my team – a book cover designer, proofreader, and an interior book 

designer. 

As an independent author, you are free to seek out worldwide opportunities in print, podcast, blog, radio, 

audio, and eBook over my lifetime because I have kept my intellectual property rights. (Quick top tip: 

according to copyright law, your heirs could benefit 70 years after your death – another legacy.) You also 

know the price each book sells at, where these sales come from, and in what format. As a bonus, when it 

comes to your next book, you can tailor your marketing to what you have learned from your previous 

publication. 

Once I made my decision to stay independent, I looked at two different methods of publishing: print-on-

demand, where a distributor prints a book when an order is received, and e-publishing. Here I was fortunate. 

The consultant historian I was working with was won over by my book and started developing a software 

package that would make my digital family history shine. The print version will be published in 2021. 

It’s been a long journey – but family history cannot survive unless it is shared. I hope this article will 

encourage you to bring your own painstaking research to life. Whatever form your family history takes, I do 

hope you will join me on the thrilling ride from writing family history to publication, leaving behind a 

unique legacy. 

 

Notes 

1:- Copeland, L. (2020). Genealogy Provides the Strength to Persevere: Knowing your family's past can help 

you get through a crisis.[online] Available at: https://www.psychologytoday.com/ca/blog/the-lost-

family/202004/genealogy-provides-the-strength-persevere [Accessed April 2020] 

2:- Hardy, R. (2017). Why children need to know their family history. 

https://www.theguardian.com/lifeandstyle/2017/jan/14/children-family-histories-tales [Accessed April 2020] 

3:- Duke, M.P., Lazarus, A., & Fivush, R.  (2008).  Knowledge of family history as a clinically useful index 

of psychological well-being and prognosis: A brief report.  Psychotherapy Theory, Research, Practice, 

Training, 45, 268-272. 

https://www.statista.com/statistics/1059649/adult-nonfiction-book-unit-sales-in-us/
https://scribewriting.com/book-sales/
https://www.psychologytoday.com/ca/blog/the-lost-family/202004/genealogy-provides-the-strength-persevere
https://www.psychologytoday.com/ca/blog/the-lost-family/202004/genealogy-provides-the-strength-persevere
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4:- Findmypast - Genealogy, Ancestry, History blog from Findmypast. 2020. 6 Common Genealogy 

Mistakes (And How To Avoid Them). [online] Available at: https://www.findmypast.co.uk/blog/getting-

started/the-mistakes [Accessed April 2020]  

 

If you have any questions about Helen’s journey from researching her family tree to publishing worldwide, 

She would be delighted if you got in touch at: helen@helenparkerdrabble.com. 

If you would like to read the first two chapters of A Victorian’s Inheritance for free, visit 

http://helenparkerdrabble.com/, scroll down, and click the button. 

 

 

 

Directory Dipping 

BILBOROUGH 

Extract from Post Office Directory of Nottinghamshire 1855 
Briggs John – Schoolmaster & Parish Clerk 

Hutchinson John – Commission agent 

James Robert – hosiery maker 

Towle Henry – farmer 

Letters through Nottingham, which is also the nearest money order office. 

 

BILBOROUGH 

Extract from Post Office Directory of Nottinghamshire 1876 
Briggs John –Parish Clerk 

Chambers John – shoemaker & shopkeeper 

Towle Ann (Miss) – farmer 

White John - blacksmith 

National School – Samuel Stanley Purseglove, master 

 

BILBOROUGH 

Extract from Whites Directory of Nottinghamshire 

1885 
Chambers John – bootmaker, shopkeeper & Parish clerk 

Green Samuel – blacksmith 

Heald Thomas – Wheelwright & joiner 

Wall letter box cleared at 6pm. Post via Nottingham 

 

http://helenparkerdrabble.com/
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The 1921 Census 
Gary Stephenson 

 
Our speaker at the online members meeting on Wednesday 19 January is Jen Baldwin from FindmyPast, who 

will be giving a presentation on the 1921 Census of England and Wales available on their website from 6 

January 2022. (Note the Scotland 1921 Census will be released on www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk later in 

2022). 

 

The Census was taken on 19 June 1921 and contains details of 37,886,699 people. It is the last significant 

data set for family historians for many years:-  

the 1911 Census was released in April 2011 

the 1931 Census was destroyed by fire in 1942 (but the Scottish Census survives) 

the 1939 Register (see below) was released in November 2015 

the 1941 Census was cancelled because of World War II 

the 1951 Census will not be released till after 8 April 2051 

 

See next page for a blank 1921 census sheet. 

The questions asked for each person were:  

• Name 

• relationship to head of household  

• age (years and complete months)  

• sex  

• if age 15 or over - whether single, married or divorced; if under age 15 - whether parents are living; 

• birthplace; if born abroad - nationality  

• whether attending school etc 

• trade  

• employer  

• place of work 

• number and ages of living children or stepchildren under 16 (this “grid” caused much confusion!).  

 

The enumerator who collected the form was also responsible for recording the number of "living rooms" at 

the premises. 

 

For Wales and Monmouthshire, there was an extra question for each person (over three years) on whether 

they spoke English and Welsh, English only or Welsh only. 

 

FindmyPast will charge £2.50 for every record transcript and £3.50 for every original record image. There is 

a 10% discount for anyone who already has a “Pro” subscription. You can get free copies – if you go in 

person to the National Archives at Kew, Manchester Central Library, or the National Library of Wales. 

 

 

1939 Register 

The Register was taken on 29 September 1939 and was used as source information for issuing ID cards, for 

the issue of ration books, and later on to help with NHS registration. It was released “early” due to general 
public interest in WWII and family history; names of people born less than 100 years ago are blacked out 

unless you submit proof of death to the Register.  

 

Gary Stephenson 

http://www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk/
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Old Nottinghamshire Churchyards 
Tracy Dodds 

 
When I started visiting the churchyards and cemeteries in Nottinghamshire to photograph the memorial 

inscriptions I didn’t realise just how many disused churches and burial sites there were. I haven’t really 

started to explore the north of the county yet but already in the south I have found several instances of 

churches disappearing and only the odd grave remaining to mark where the site was. In many cases a new 

church, often with a new name, was built nearer the relevant village it served. There are four burial grounds 

mentioned here for which no place of worship now remains. The three final locations do still contain shells 

of the original churches. 

One of the main lessons I have learnt is to photograph everything when I reach these places because sadly 

they may not be there when I go again. If nothing else these sites emphasise the need for the monumental 

transcriptions that we do as a society. 

 

To start we have Thorpe in the Glebe the site of a deserted village and church of which all that can be seen 

now is a grassy mound in a field. There are no known graves although it is believed that there was a burial 

ground associated with the church. The village had been deserted by 1535 and by 1848 there were only a few 

stones remaining of the church plus an entry on old maps to show that a church ever existed there. I haven’t 
personally visited this site as with no graves to photograph I haven’t felt the need. The site is marked as a 

medieval village on maps and would be reached by footpaths. 

 

Flawford or Flawforth St Peter near Ruddington 

had completely disappeared by 1778 although the 

churchyard remained in use for a while longer. 

The church was situated between, and served, 

several villages, Ruddington, Edwalton, Plumtree 

and Bradmore, which eventually gained their own 

more local churches. The site has been preserved 

and the outline of the old church has been marked 

in stone on the ground and several headstones do 

remain in situ. This is an easily accessible site to 

visit as it is next to the road with parking by the 

entrance but the ground is essentially a field.  

 

Kinoulton St Wilfred was demolished about 1792 as 

it had fallen into disrepair. The new church of St 

Luke was built about 1792-3 and is situated right in 

the middle of the village. St Wilfred was situated at 

the top of the hill near the village with a lovely view 

over the Vale of Belvoir to Belvoir Castle. Nothing 

remains to show where the old church was except 

some low bumps in a field and at one side is a small 

mound containing several headstones. These stones 

were originally recorded in our Records Series 

Volume 44 published in 1985 when 38 stones were 

recorded. When I went during the summer of 2021 

this had decreased to 32 of which some were barely 

readable and there were at least 3 stones I found that 

were broken off at their base or smashed into smaller 

pieces none of which were of use. It is so sad because some of these stones had the best Belvoir Angel 

carvings I have seen anywhere. Most angels are found on slate stones but here I found one carved on a 

headstone that appeared to be of sandstone. St Wilfred is not easy to find and is about 10-15 minutes walk 

across fields from the nearest road. I have also noticed that it is no longer marked on some of the more recent 

maps.  
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Rempstone St Peter in the Rushes is very well hidden away and not near the current village of Rempstone at 

all. According to the Southwell & Nottingham Church History Project the village itself moved away from the 

church over time and so it fell into ruin and was eventually demolished in 1770. A new church of All Saints 

was built in the current village in 1771. There are a few headstones remaining at the old churchyard although 

some are so overgrown as to be unrecognisable as such. Again this is not an easy location to reach. There is 

no nearby parking and the site is a good 20-30 minutes walking from the road on dirt paths. There are some 

major excavations being done in the surrounding land so there can be some large vehicles in the area. If the 

grass is long you can walk right by as the stones are hidden from view.  

 

Rempstone also contains an old Anabaptist burial ground which is sited just outside the village off the main 

Loughborough (A60) road. Access is via a farmers track then the burial ground is in a hedged enclosure. It 

can be very awkward to access the enclosure as the ground is extremely uneven and the weeds, nettles etc are 

taking over.  

 

 

Annesley All Saints old church is situated next to Annesley 

Hall, itself currently a derelict building. The walls and tower 

remain and there are several gravestones around the 

churchyard. The population of Annesley moved after the 

opening of the local colliery to New Annesley where a new 

church, also called All Saints, was built in 1874. Some of the 

monuments from inside the church were removed to the new 

church when it opened. The old church is a popular site for 

walkers and cyclists to stop off and is easily accessible 

although there are steps up to the church.  



 

26 

 

Colwick St John the Baptist old church is sited 

next to Colwick Hall. Only a shell remains but 

this is quite substantial, and there are several 

gravestones in the churchyard although many 

have been removed from their original locations 

and placed around the wall. The monuments 

from inside the church were relocated to either 

Newstead Abbey or Annesley new church as 

these were associated with the Byron and 

Musters families respectively. This church was 

closed in 1936 due to the poor condition of the 

building but was made safe in the 1970’s when 

the area was made into a quiet area. In 1950 a 

new church, also St John the Baptist, was built 

within Colwick much closer to the 

congregation. The old church is easily 

accessible and there is nearby parking. It can get a bit muddy at times but there is a nice walk down the side 

paths to the river Trent. 

 

 

Colston Bassett St Mary is again on the top of a 

hill looking down on its village and had fallen 

into disrepair by 1744. A new church of St John 

was built in the village and consecrated in 1892 

but the old St Mary’s was never de-consecrated 

and eventually in 1994 restoration work was 

carried out to make the building safe and it was re 

dedicated in 2005. There are only a few memorial 

stones in the churchyard at St John’s church 

unlike that of St Mary which is still in use and has 

a very full churchyard. So although the church is 

a picturesque shell strictly speaking this is not a 

disused church. There is no nearby parking 

available but the church is by a very well used 

footpath and cycle route. 

 

 

 

These, of course, are not the only sites in the county. Bradmore has a tower with added rooms attached. 

There is no burial ground and the parish is Bunny with Bradmore. Elston Chapel is a very old chapel now in 

the care of the Church Conservation Trust, again there is no burial ground associated with this and there is a 

newer church within the village itself. Just the tower remains at Bramcote of the old church and again a 

newer church was built further up the road. South Wheatley has the very picturesque ruins of St Helens, 

whereas at Saundby whilst the church is still standing it is now closed and in the care of the Church 

Conservation Trust. West Burton is another deserted village and church, neither of which remain and only an 

overgrown burial ground remains of Habblesthorpe St Peter.  

I’m sure there are many other Churches and burial grounds I haven’t mentioned and if anyone knows of any 

in the county that do have gravestones I would be delighted to hear from you if you could send me the 

locations. As I have found with Kinoulton, some of these places are dropping off the maps so local 

knowledge is a precious resource. 
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Book Reviews 
To obtain any of these books please use the contact details given with the relevant item. Not all are available 

from our Bookstall, but, please ask the Bookshop manager as he may be able to obtain them. It may be 

possible to order items quoting an ISBN number from your nearest good bookshop. NO enquiries should be 

directed to the Editor. Prices are correct as at time of printing but do not include postage costs. Copies may 

have been donated to our library. 

 
Tracing your ancestors using the UK Historical Timeline.  

By Angela Smith & Neil Bertram. 

Published by Pen & Sword 

ISBN 9781399003322 

As the authors state in the introduction, “just who can remember all those dates?” 

This book is exactly what it says – a timeline starting at 1066 through to the present, 

the final date being 21 March 2021, census day – very appropriate for family 

historians. The timeline is divided into three columns, the largest being devoted to 

items or event of interest to family historians, such as 1762 First Unitarian Registers 

or 1868 Transportation of convicts to Australia ends. 

The other columns – again showing lots of interesting information – add depth and 

context to our ancestor’s lives. The Socio-Cultural timeline especially, does this with 

a wealth of information for instance 1697 an Act authorised the erection of inscribed waymarkers on roads or 

1883 Boys Brigade was founded. The Monarchy, State and Church column provides the names of monarchs 

and Prime Ministers as well as miscellany such as in 1664 the formation of the Admiral’s Regiment which 

later became the Marines in 1802, or the Inclosure Act of 1801. 

This is a fascinating book and there is something of interest on every page. Although it is aimed primarily at 

family historians, it would be just as useful as an aide memoire for anyone interested in British history. 

Price £12.99 Softback 

 

 

Some Nottinghamshire Surnames.  

By Cliff Hughes. 

This self published book has been written by one of own members, Cliff Hughes.  

Using mostly census returns as his sources Cliff has selected names from the county 

and looked at how changes in society have affected the families. 

This book contains articles around 25 surnames from the region, which are very 

readable. They also show a different perspective to family history research 

concentrating on how external influences have played a role in what happens to a 

family line.  

Available from the Bookshop 

Price £5.99 Softback. 

 

 

 

Advertisement from Wright’s 1858 Directory 
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Quiz 
Peter Duke 

 
In December a seasonal social was held at the Archives for Society members. The quiz below was part of the 

afternoon’s entertainment. We hope you do better than we did! No cheating please – but we can trust you. 

Answers will appear on the website in February and in the April Journal.  

 

The Dukeries gets its name from the historic ducal seats – name these houses (Questions 1-4). 

1.  

 

2.  

 

3.  
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4.  

 

5.  

 Which Ducal family had this built? 

 

6.  

 Which English monarch ruled when this house was built? 

 

7. In which year did Nottingham become a city? 

8. In which year did Nottingham’s first railway station opened? 

9. In which year was the new Trent Bridge opened? 

10. In which year was Nottingham’s General Cemetery opened? 
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11. On which Nottingham building would you see this date MDCCLXX? 

12. Who designed the former Corn Exchange in Thurland Street? 

13. Which Nottinghamshire town has a street called ‘Appleton Gate’? 

14. Which Nottinghamshire town has a street called ‘Carol Gate’? 

15. Which Nottinghamshire town has a street called ‘Leeming Street’? 

16. Wright, White, Dearden, Glover & Orange were all compilers of what? 

17. Who officially opened the Nottingham Castle Museum & Art Gallery in 1878? 

18. Where in Nottingham was cow Lane? 

19. Where in Nottingham was Sheep Lane? 

20. Where in Nottingham was Malt Mill Lane? 

 

 

 

And now for the weather.. 
 

From Deardens 1834 Directory 

1591 was no less remarkable for an unusual drought, which was of long duration, so that the Trent and other 

rivers were almost dried up 

 

From White’s 1844 Directory 

1736 By a flood in July, the houses near the Leen were two feet deep in water. 

 

1749. During a remarkable hail storm May 15th, which extended into Derbyshire and Leicestershire, hail 

stones fell measuring four inches in circumference, which did much damage. 

 

Nottingham Review 12 July 1833 

THUNDERSTORM 

Last Sunday afternoon, the town of Mansfield was visited with a dreadful thunderstorm, which began about 

one o’clock and continued without intermission till four. The thunder and lightning were actually incessant 

the whole time. Ten sheep, the property of Mr Stirrup, coach proprietor, were killed by the electric fluid, in a 

field at High Oakham, about a mile out of the town, and it is singular that not the least appearance of burn or 

discolour was observable upon any one of them. They were found close together, with the exception of one, 

beneath one of the hedges near some trees. Fifteen other sheep were in the same field, but none of them the 

least injured. We are glad to say that those killed were insured. 

 

 

 

Advertisments from Nottingham Evening Post 31 December 1888 
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Subscriptions 
Individual UK/Europe £13, Joint Membership UK/Europe £16, Individual Overseas £16 

E-Journal Member (Journal sent via Email) £15 for 2 years 

All subscriptions and renewals should be sent to the Membership Secretary. 

 

Meetings 
Monthly meetings are held at the Nottinghamshire Archives, Nottingham on the third Wednesday of every 

month. The archives will be open from 5pm for members on meeting nights. Speakers will commence at 

7pm.  

 

Research Room 
Located within the National Justice Museum, Shire Hall, High Pavement, Nottingham. 

Access is free to members. 

Opening Times:  Please check the website (www.nottsfhs.org) in case of changes 

Wednesday and Thursday  by appointment only (please see website).  

Friday 10.15am – 4.00pm 

First Saturday of the month 10am – 12.00pm  

 

Bookshop 
Various books, maps, computer discs etc relating to genealogy and local history are available from the 

Society bookshop via the website at www.nottsfhs.org or at the monthly meetings. The bookshop also 

attends Family History Fairs around the country, details of which may be found in the journal. 

 

 

Member Services 
The Society is unable to undertake personal research of any sort, but various searches are available. Postal 

queries can be sent to the members named below or ordered via the website bookstall at www.nottsfhs.org 

All relevant information should be provided and surnames given in CAPITALS. 

Please ensure you send your requests to the correct person or delays will occur. 

 

Parish Register Searches Nottinghamshire (Baptisms/Burials full transcription; Marriages Index only) 

Postal queries only: Specific individual from one type of register £4 

Contact Mr Stuart Mason, 26 Acorn Bank, West Bridgford, Nottingham NG2 7SH 

Email queries only: Specific surname from one type of register. Results will be emailed. £2 

Contact www.nottsfhs.org and use the Searches button in the Shop. 

 

Surname Interests 

A list of surnames being researched by members is available on the website. Use the Website 'Members 

Contact' link or contact the Membership Secretary and quote the relevant members number to obtain contact 

details. 

 

 

Useful Addresses 
 

Nottinghamshire Archives and Southwell Diocesan Record Office 

County House, Castle Meadow Road, Nottingham NG2 1AG 

 

Nottinghamshire Local Studies Library 

Nottingham Central Library, Angel Row, Nottingham NG1 6HP 

 

The Department of Manuscripts and Special Collections (at Nottingham University)  

Kings Meadow Campus, Lenton Lane, Nottingham NG7 2NR 
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OFFICERS OF THE SOCIETY 

 
Interim President 

Peter Duke  

8 Grove Avenue, Beeston, Nottingham NG9 4ED 

Email: nottsfhspresident@nottsfhs.org 

 

  

Hon. Treasurer & Membership Secretary  

Peter Banham 

20 South Street, Long Eaton, Nottingham NG10 1ER 

Email: nottsfhstreasurer@nottsfhs.org 

Email: membership@nottsfhs.org 

 

Hon. Secretary 

Mary Ellis 

24 Rowan Court, Larkfields, Nuthall, Nottingham NG16 1FR 

Email: nottsfhssecretary@nottsfhs.org 

 

COUNCIL 
 

Council Member Trish Evans  

 7 Wheatley Grove, Chilwell, Notts NG9 5AG 

 

Journal Editor            Tracy Dodds 

 39 Brooklands Drive, Gedling, Notts NG4 3GU 

 Email: nottsfhsjournaleditor@nottsfhs.org 

 

Bookshop Manager & Interim Programme Secretary  

 Gary Stephenson  

 21 Gwenbook Road, Beeston Notts NG9 4AZ 

 Email: shopmanager2@nottsfhs.org 

 

 

 

E-Journal Administrator Peter Banham 
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