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2015 PROGRAMME OF OUR MEETINGS 
 

Unless stated otherwise meetings take place at Hillingdon Baptist Church, 
25 Hercies Road, Hillingdon, Middlesex. UB10 9LS 

Doors open at 7.30 p.m. 
 
 

DATE SPEAKER SUBJECT 
Tuesday 20th January 

Joint Meeting with U3A 
Starts at 2.00 pm 

 
David Annal 

‘Legislation for Family 
Historians’ 

Thursday 19th February Film Evening ‘Middlesex Past and Present’ 
 

Thursday 19th March 
A.G.M. 

followed by 
Sean Kelly 

‘Yanks for the Memories – 
 U.S. Military Bases in  

Middlesex’ 
Thursday 16th April Ken Pearce ‘Our Local Canal – Uxbridge Union 

Canal’ 
Thursday 21st  May John Symons ‘Family History Sources on the 

Internet. May 2015 Update’ 
Thursday 18th June Cath. 

Alderson 
‘The Salvation Army in  

Yiewsley’ 
 

Thursday 16th July 
 

Ian Waller 
‘Suffragettes, the census & the 

Sidney Street Siege. Social change 
in the early 1900s’ 

AUGUST CLOSED CLOSED 
Thursday 17th September Simon 

Fowler 
‘Researching Publican and 

Brewery Ancestors’ 
Thursday 15th October Open 

Evening 
T.B.A. 

Tuesday 10th November 
Joint meeting with U3A 

Starts at 2.00 pm 

 
John Symons 

‘Wills and Probate: a Guide to 
Sources’ 

DECEMBER CLOSED CLOSED 

 
 
 
 

Please remember that we always welcome visitors to our 
meetings and that the entrance fee for them is £1. 
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   CHAIRMAN'S NOTES      
 
 
DNA is back in the news. The BBC announced that ‘the genetic code of 
an entire nation has effectively been deduced’. The feat was apparently 
achieved by combining DNA data with family trees. 
 
I admit I have not read the actual scientific paper, which was published in 
the journal Nature Genetics, but just knowing it exists sends a whiff of 
sulphur in the air. The fact that the research was conducted in Iceland 
(population 330,000) on a sample of 10,000 individuals just brings back 
memories of the Icelandic banking system. 
 

One of the objectives of 
the research seems to be 
the ability to predict the 
likelihood of diseases, 
such as cancer.  
 
It appears President 
Obama has something 
called the ‘Precision 
Medicine Initiative’ 

which seeks to do the same thing.  Professor Mark Caulfield told the BBC 
‘we are on the cusp on the application of transformative genomic 
medicine at scale’. 
 
Meanwhile, back in the Research Room, Ancestry.com is offering a DNA 
facility (£99) to ‘uncover your ethnic mix and discover your distant 
relations’.  Apparently you can tell what part of the European continent 
your ancestors came from 10,000 years ago. 
 
Maybe I am a Luddite but I find aspects of this DNA business both a bit 
sinister and misleading. The sinister part is government or insurance 
companies using dodgy genetic data to try and predict when I walk in 
front of the U1 bus on Ickenham High Road.  There are simply too many 
variables and my or my ancestor’s DNA is probably irrelevant. Again the 
whiff of sulphur: higher insurance premiums; another stealth tax. 
 
The misleading part is what DNA tells you about your family history.  
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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Who cares if we all came from a common ancestor 10,000 years ago?  
The only possible use of DNA that I can see is that it might clarify some 
family discrepancy/illegitimacy in the recent past. Was the gardener 
called Uncle Bob for a reason? If you could match Uncle Bob’s 
descendant’s DNA with that of the family you may get a hint of 
something. But after a generation or so I don’t think it is that conclusive. 
 
I believe at Hatfield House there is a family tree of Elizabeth I, which 
traces her descent from Adam and Eve. This DNA business is the same 
sort of thing, pretty to look at but ultimately meaningless.  
 
Although, of course, there was a political agenda to Elizabeth’s 
pedigree……………and that is where the sulphur starts to burn again. 
 
 
                                                                                                    Ian Harvey 
 
 
 

EDITORS’  JOTTINGS 
 
 
From the 6th February 2015 ‘LOST COUSINS’ newsletter we learn that 
the Government has accepted an amendment to the Deregulation Bill, 
currently before the House of Lords, that allows for the publication of 
information from Birth, Marriage and Death Certificates in England and 
Wales to be made available by some means other than in the form of a 
certified copy. 
  
The report in Hansard for 5th February allows for an amendment in the 
various Registration Acts. Most importantly this decision paves the way 
to allow the Government full opportunity to consult on the best way in 
which to bring in changes to how records are accessed. It will provide the 
Secretary of State with the power to lay regulations to define how a 
person may access these records, the type of product that can be issued, 
how the record is to be provided and the amount of fee payable. This 
would, for example, allow older records to be viewed online, similar to 
the systems in Scotland and Northern Ireland, or perhaps for the 
introduction of plain paper extracts to be offered to customers who do not 
require a watermarked certificate. 
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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The clause would provide a gateway to introduce new products and 
services relating to birth, death, marriage and civil partnership records. It 
would accept that change to the current product and services could not 
happen immediately; there would need to be a full analysis of the options 
for implementation, decisions around funding, consultation with key 
stakeholders and any change is likely to result in I.T. system changes. 
However, the clause will lift those legislative restrictions that have tied 
the Government’s hands in this area for many years and this is a major 
step forward to greater and more flexible access. 
 
Hopefully the consultations with the Home Office will ensure that the 
General Register Office will investigate how it can best serve the needs of 
the family history community. 
 
Let us hope that the new government, whoever they may be, will continue 
with this proposal after the General Election and bring it into law as soon 
as possible.  
 
 
 
 

AN INTERESTING THOUGHT 
 
 

The March 2009 edition of the Essex Family Historian (the journal of the 
Essex Family History Society) had a letter to the editor from the 
Reverend Francis P. Reid. It concerned a thought that occurred to him 
whilst on a train journey and we reproduce the gist of the thought below 
in the hope that it may trigger a discussion by our members: 
 
He posed two questions; 
a) How many of your ancestors fought in the 1340 war against France? 
  
b) How many of your ancestors were alive when the Great Fire of 
London started in 1666? 
 
He then set down how he had calculated the answers. We all agree that 
we have two parents, four grandparents, eight great grandparents and so 
on.  
 
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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Given a general allowance of 30 years per generation and if we say that 
there are 300 years since 1666 (not strictly true but the principle is 
correct) then in 1666 we would have had 1,024 or eight x great 
grandparents. 
 
Using the same reckoning back to 1340 then there would be 4,194, 304 or 
nineteen x great grandparents. 
 
The Reverend then stated that the total population of the country was only 
four millions!  
 
So he reasoned that any individual would be descended from everyone 
that was then alive, the King and Queen and the Archbishop of 
Canterbury. It is even feasible that all your ancestors, including the ladies, 
fought on both sides in the Wars of the Roses. 
 
Interesting thoughts, any comments? 
                                                                                              
                                                                                               Alan Rowland    
     
 
 
 
 
 

I’M LOOKING FOR A SUMMERELL 
 

 

During a research room session I was helping a lady (member or visitor; I 
do not know) and we had cause to look at a public members tree on 
Ancestry in the family name of SUMMERELL.  

This occurred back in October 2012 and the enquirer, whose mother was 
originally a SUMMERELL, asked if I would contact the tree owner with 
a view to an exchange of information. This I did by sending an email via 
Ancestry but I received no answer. 

To my knowledge the enquirer did not return to the research room but if 
she did, she never asked me if a reply had been received. 

                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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Time passed until the second week in February 2015 when � you’ve 
guessed it � a reply to my message arrived via Ancestry! 

This has presented me with a problem; the tree owner is eager to make 
contact with the enquirer BUT I do not know the name of the enquirer. 

So I can only hope that the enquirer is a member and will see this appeal. 
If she does then please contact the society so that I can pass on the 
contact details. If the enquirer is not a member perhaps she will have a 
friend who will see this and pass it on to her.  

The only other detail I have is that the enquirer’s mother was Iris 
SUMMERELL. 

Please contact me, Alan Rowland, c/o Hillingdon Family History Society, 
many thanks. 

                                                                                               Alan Rowland  

 
 
 
 

LEAVE YOUR LEGACY 
 

An oral history project celebrating 50 years of the London Borough 
of Hillingdon 

 
In 1965, the following urban districts were amalgamated to form the 
London Borough of Hillingdon: Hayes and Harlington, Ruislip-
Northwood, the Borough of Uxbridge and Yiewsley & West Drayton. 
 
As part of the Council's 50th anniversary celebrations, the Hillingdon 
Local Studies, Archives and Museum Service is launching the ‘LEAVE 
YOUR LEGACY’ oral history project for Hillingdon's residents.  
 
This project aims to record and collect memories, experience and 
opinions of life for the period 1965 and 2015. We want to know what 
1965 meant to you and what your life is like now. 
 
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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The mid-1960s were a time of immense social and cultural change. We 
know that there is a wealth of memory and anecdote to be preserved from 
the period, whether it concerns fashion, music, work, childhood or family 
life. We are also keen to record memories of life today for future 
posterity. 
 
We will be holding both formal interviews and informal 'drop-in' 
interviews as well as asking you to send film clips of yourself and your 
family to us. The formal interviews took place between April and mid-
May 2015. The informal ‘drop-in’ sessions will start in June and run until 
mid-July. Residents will be able to visit Uxbridge Library and take part in 
a 5 to 15 minute interview. No appointment is necessary for these. Self-
filmed clips will be accepted from August 2015 to January 2016.  
 
You can also show us what 1965 and 2015 meant to you by donating 
items to our Museums collections throughout the span of the project. We 
want to collect items that express all aspects of life in 1965 and 2015. All 
donations such as photographs, household objects, art, textiles, 
packaging, advertising and many more, large, small, old or new will be 
considered.  
 
If you want to learn more about the Leave Your Legacy project, contact 
us on 01895 250702 or email archives@hillingdon.gov.uk. Also look 
out for more details on the Council web pages and check for project 
leaflets at your local library. 
 
 
 

JAMES READ �  A VETERAN OF WATERLOO 
 
 
According to his birth certificate, my maternal grandfather Thomas 
MULLINS (junior) (1859-1934) was born at Horsington, Somerset on 5th 
July 1859. He is described as being the son of Thomas MULLINS 
(senior) and Elizabeth; on the certificate his mother’s maiden name is 
given as READ.  
 
According to family tradition Elizabeth’s father, James READ had been 
a soldier in the British army at Waterloo where he had lost his right arm.  
  
                                                                                                          (contd.) 
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This was almost certainly true 
because my grandfather was 
known to have inherited 
James’s Waterloo medal. My 
mother Winifred Mullins 
(1895-1986) could recall that 
she had seen this as child and 
that the name on the medal had 
been incorrectly spelt as 
REED. I assume that at some 
stage my grandfather sold the 
medal because, unfortunately, 
the it is no longer in the family 
and all attempts by me to trace 
its current location have failed. 
 
Armed with this information I 
set out to discover what more I 
could find out about James 
READ.  
 
My first move was to find the 
marriage certificate (shown 
here) of Thomas MULLINS 
and Elizabeth READ which 
showed they were married in 
Stoke Trister Church Somerset 
on 20th May 1850. Elizabeth is 
described as the daughter of 
James and his occupation is 
given as soldier.  
 
One of the witnesses to the 
marriage was none other than 
James himself and the 
certificate also revealed that 
Thomas and Elizabeth were 

clearly able to sign the register with their names, but James could only 
put a cross.  
 
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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The 1851 census returns show that James was living in Stoke Trister with 
his wife Elizabeth where he is described as a pensioner. This and his 
daughter’s marriage certificate prove that he had indeed been in the army 
and that he was in receipt of a pension, presumably as a result of his 
injury. The census return also revealed that he was 57 years old and that 
both he and his wife were born in Wincanton. From this it was easy to 
find details of him from the Wincanton parish registers which record the 
baptism of James READ the son of Joseph and Mary READ on 13th 
October 1795.  
                                                                 
James does not appear in the 1861 census returns which show that his 
widow was living with Thomas and Elizabeth in Horsington.  
 
His death certificate showed that he died in Stoke Trister on 15th May 
1851 aged 57, cause pneumonia occupation pensioner.  
 
Having conclusively established that James had been in the army and had 
been in receipt of a pension the next stage was to establish the link with 
Waterloo. Army records and in particular those relating to Waterloo are 
surprisingly detailed. From the custodian of a database of men who 
fought in the battle I learned that;  
 
‘I have searched my database for the soldier in whom you are interested 
and am happy to say that I have recorded a man who meets your 
description.  
 
On the regimental pay list, in common with other soldiers of the same 
surname, the name is spelt REED and I have therefore adopted that 
spelling’. 
 
According to my records, James joined Captain Stretton's Company of 
the 1st Battalion, 40th Foot, in Flanders on 22nd May 1815, less than a 
month before the Battle. He was part of a draft from the 2nd Battalion. 
After the Battle his name was struck off the pay list and a note made that 
he was ‘Killed in Action’. However, he was later reinstated and a note 
made that service from the 19th June was to be added. Presumably his 
absence was a result of the wounding to which you refer; he may have 
laid on the battlefield, been picked up by another regiment or taken to a 
dressing station. Wherever he was, he obviously found his way back to 
his own regiment at some stage.  
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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You are correct in saying that James was in receipt of the Waterloo 
Medal and I have a note that a collector was seeking this particular 
medal back in 1996; I wonder if this was you? (Correct, it was me!) 
 
COPY OF JAMES READ'S ARMY DISCHARGE PAPERS (SIDE 1) 
 
His Majesty's 1st Btn. 40th Regiment of Infantry whereof General Sir 
George Osborn is Colonel. 
 
These are to certify that James REED a Private in Captain Balls (?) 
Company in the Regiment aforesaid, born in the Parish of Wincanton in 
or near the Town of Wincanton in the County of Somerset hath served in 
the said Regiment for the space of One year and three hundred and fifty 
one days, according to the following statement, but in consequence of 
Amputated Right Arm occasioned by Grape Shot wound received at the 
Battle of Waterloo is considered unfit for further Service abroad, and is 
proposed to be discharged; and has been ordered to the Army Depot in 
the Isle of Wight, that his case may be finally determined on, having first 
received all just Demands of Pay, Clothing, &c from his Entry into the 
said Regiment to the date of his Discharge, as appears by the Receipt on 
the back hereof, and that he has no claim whatever upon the Regiment 
And to prevent any improper use being made of this Discharge, by its 
failing into other Hands, the following is a Description of the said James 
REED He is about twenty one Years of Age, is five Feet 6 & half Inches 
in height Light Hair, Grey Eyes, Fair Complexion, by Trade a tailor. 
 
STATEMENT OF SERVICE 
In What Corps; 40th Regt. 
From; 8 December 1813 To 24 November 1815 
Total; 1Year 351 Days (Plus 2 years extra for service at Waterloo) 
Given under my Hand and Seal of the Regiment at St.? 
the 7th Day of December 1815 
 
SIDE 2. 
I James REED do acknowledge that I have received all my Clothing, 
Pay, Arrears of Pay, and all just Demands whatsoever, from the Time of 
my enlisting in the Regiment mentioned on the other side, to this Day of 
my Discharge, 
As witness my Hand this 6th Day of April 1816 James REED X 
 
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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I do hereby certify that the cause which has rendered it necessary to 
discharge the within mentioned James REED, as stated on the opposite 
side, has not arisen from Vice or Misconduct, and that he is not to my 
Knowledge incapacitated by the sentence of a Court Martial from 
receiving his Pension.                                                                ?? Surgeon 
 
From the records of Chelsea Hospital it seems that James READ joined 
the army in 1813 as a private in the 40th Regiment of Foot (2nd 
Somersetshire) and was discharged, no doubt as a result of his injuries, in 
1815. This has been confirmed from a search of the Army Discharge 
Papers in the National Archives at Kew, the papers relating to James 
READ are difficult to read but a deciphered copy is reproduced above; in 
the papers his name is spelt as REED but there is no doubt that they 
relate to the right person. 
 

Although James READ’s medal is no longer in the family I have 
inherited a large wooden storage trunk; it is of no value but of interest 
because of the manner in which it has been lined. Pasted inside are some 
pages of a school exercise book which contain e several lines of a child’s 
copy writing. These lines are mostly of what to modern ears seem rather 
quaint aphorisms but one such line gives the child’s name and the date 
i.e. ‘Ann READ her Book November 19 1827’. The pages from the 
exercise book are stuck under the lid whilst the sides of the chest are 
lined with posters advertising the sale of Moorhayes Farm, Wincanton 
(which still exists). The bottom is lined with plans of slave ships. They 
show the appalling conditions in which slaves were transported and must 
have originated from anti-slavery propaganda.  
 
Slave trading throughout the British Empire was abolished in 1807 so the 
plans probably date from before the abolition.                                 (contd.) 
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The fact that the trunk has remained in the family clearly means that Ann 
READ was closely related to James and Elizabeth but I have not been 
able to establish the exact relationship. 
 
                                                                                           Philip Sherwood 
 

OUR FIRST SATURDAY IN UXBRIDGE LIBRARY 
 
 
Our first Saturday research room gathering in Uxbridge Library occurred 
on 7th February 2015. There were no spare time slots in the booking 
system and everyone that booked turned up so we were fully committed 
for the three hour session. 
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We thought the whole thing was a great 
success and all the members and visitors 
seemed to enjoy the experience. Why not 
book up and join us on a Saturday? 
 
Our team included; Pat Reynolds, Jenny 
Mundy, Gill May, Jean Gorman, Lesley 
Adams, John Symons, John Bridger, Rodney 
Fox, Alan Rowland   
 
                                                 Alan Rowland 
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RECORDS OF THE CHURCH SCHOOL, ICKENHAM 
 
 
This extract from the Records of the Church School, Ickenham reveals a 
paradox at work not only in Ickenham but in many other similar areas. 
 
The majority of families were employed on the land but the existence of a 
school in the village gave hope to many families of a better life as a result 
of education. Money was obviously in short supply so a calculation had 
to be made between; sending a child or children to school which would 
cause an outlay of coinage against putting the child or children to menial 
seasonal tasks on the land such as picking up acorns, nuts etc, haymaking, 
harvesting potatoes as well as bird scaring and beating, all of which 
meant an inflow of cash. The latter would incur the wrath of the school 
attendance officer and loss of marks for the child. 
 
Of course this was not the only reason for non-attendance. Illness was a 
major cause of absenteeism: scarlet fever, mumps, measles being rife and 
on occasion the odd case, either proved or suspected, of smallpox.       
 
FAMILY NAME : FORD or FORT 
 

16th November 1896  Fred sent home for insubordination.  
 
17th November 1896  Mrs. Ford to see me about Fred. Promised to 
 behave and left me to deal with him. 
  
24th June 1898  Fords at work in hayfields. 
 
24th August 1898  Fred absent some weeks haymaking. Returned this          
                             week in an idle state and has been once or twice                           
 threatened with punishment. Took apples from him 
 this morning, at 12 o'clock he took them from desk 
 without my permission — punished in the 
 afternoon. He was very violent and abusive. 
 Locked in porch for the afternoon.                             
 
26th August 1898  Fred not at school since Wednesday. His brothers 
 say mother keeping him at home. 
 
29th August 1898       Fred returned this morning. 
                                                                                               Alan Rowland 
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IMPORTANT UPDATE! DON’T LOSE £10.00 

 

Following our ‘Editors’ Jottings’ in the March edition we have 
discovered a couple of ‘issues’ that you may encounter in searching for a 
will. 

Firstly the up-to-date web site address is: www.gov.uk/search-will-
probate. Select and click on the ‘Start Now’ button. You can now select 
one of three options as previously described and start entering your 
search data.  

However we now know that the box entitled ‘Year of death’ can cause a 
problem. We have found that the year in which probate was granted 
should be entered, NOT the year of death. Unless probate was granted in 
the same year that death occurred the required information will not 
appear. For years prior to 1966 the year of probate can be found on 
Ancestry.  

If probate was granted after 1966 some hit and miss tactics will be 
required. Enter the year of death in the box and on the results page use the 
‘Next Year’ button to search the years following the year of death. This 
of course assumes that there is a will in the first place. 

We are aware that some people have found the entry in the results 
calendar, want a copy of the will, entered the data in the appropriate 
boxes and paid their £10.00. Disappointment reigns when all they receive 
a piece of paper with the same information that they filled in when 
requesting the copy of the will. So £10.00 lost!  

The reason we now know is that for a will to be available for copying the 
word PROBATE must appear in the calendar entry. If instead of probate 
the word AMINISTRATION appears that indicates that the person died 
intestate i.e. there is no will! So don’t apply for the will, £10.00 saved!   

                                                                                               Alan Rowland 
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EXCHANGE JOURNALS 
 
 
With the increase in postage costs many societies, including ours, are no 
longer able to exchange hard copies of the journals as we previously did.  
 
Equally however many societies again like ours now produce a digital 
version of their journals and we are able to continue to exchange these 
because there is no cost implication. 
 
Electronic copies of these exchange journals are now kept on the admin 
computer in the research room and members are welcome to view these 
on the days when we are open at our Hilingdon Park Baptist Church base.  
 
You will find a folder for each society on the desktop screen of the 
computer and clicking on this will show the issues held. If a print is 
required of a particular page or two this is available for the usual small 
copying charge. 
 
At the time of writing (April 2015) copies of journals from the following 
societies are held but the numbers are growing and more are likely to be 
added soon: 
 
Alberta Family History Society (Canada) 
 
Cheshire Family History Society 
 
Chester�eld Family History Society 
 
Felixstowe Family History Society Family History Society 
 
Keighley & District Family History Society 
 
Nottinghamshire Family History Society 
 
Peterborough & District Family History Society 
 
Richmond-Tweed Family History Society (New South Wales Australia) 
 
 
                                                                                                 John Symons 
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ABNORMAL CONDITIONS   
FAMILY LIFE IN JANUARY 1945 ON OCCUPIED JERSEY 

 
 

In June, 1940 the German Army moved rapidly across France towards the 
English Channel.  The evacuation of the Channel Islands was 
recommended after the British Government made it known that the 
Islands would not be defended in the event of attack. 
 
My father and other family members remained on Jersey throughout the 
Occupation while my mother and I fled to England to live with relatives 
in Leicester. It was five years before we were reunited at the end of the 
war, 70 years ago. 
 
I am lucky enough to have inherited my Aunt’s diary for those final 
months of the war, along with cuttings from The Evening Post (the Jersey 
local paper) for the time that the island was occupied. 
 
The condition of the Islanders as well as the Germans steadily worsened 
over the years. Lack of supplies resulted in a serious short fall of food and 
fuel with the consequent reduction in the means of heating and lighting. 
By the winter of 1944-45 the situation had become critical. 
 
On the 2nd January 1945 The Evening Post printed news of life-saving 
arrangements that had been made with the International Red Cross to 
provide medical supplies, foodstuffs and soap for the civilian population.  
 
The paper also acknowledged the Islanders’ gratitude for the supplies. 
The ship was on its way! 
 
It had been arranged that ‘The Vega’, a Red Cross ship (see below), 
would sail from Lisbon about once a month with a parcel for each person.  
Everyone would be able to collect their parcel from the grocer with whom 
they were registered.  A sample parcel was listed as containing: 
 
6oz. of chocolate; 20oz. biscuits; 4oz. tea; 20oz. butter; 6oz. sugar; 20oz. 
tin of milk powder; 16oz. tin of marmalade; 14oz. tin of corned beef; 
13oz. tin of ham or pork; 10oz. tin of salmon; 5oz. tin of sardines; 8oz. tin 
of raisins; 6oz. tin of prunes; 4oz. tin of cheese; 3oz. tablet of soap; 1oz.  
of pepper and salt. 
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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The parcel contents were not identical as we see in my Aunt’s comment 
that they were lucky they all received soap, though some did not.  

The S.S. Vega 
 
On Thursday 4th January my Aunt’s diary entry reads: 
 
‘It was a red letter day for us to-day. Mother and Percy left at 9.30 a.m. 
to collect our parcels. We are all so thankful that food has arrived at last. 
Each one of us were lucky as so many people have not received soap and 
we all did. Have been without for over 9 weeks, many people a year.  
Have sampled most things - all delicious!! Now we shall put on weight. 
Father sitting up in bed with a packet of raisins - I’m too excited to read 
or knit. It is frightfully cold so have not moved out of bed - warmer days 
ahead!’ 
 
Throughout her diary as well as in the Evening Post there are constant 
references to the cold, the lack of any heating and rationed light. 
 
On 5th January Auntie wrote that ‘Edith [her sister] accompanied mother 
today (wooding). A farmer gave them a tree so Percy [my father], after 
Office, helped them. We had cheese, tea and butter for tea and what a 
treat it was’. 
 
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
 
 
‘6 th January There is to be no electricity in the morning after to-day’. 
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‘Sunday 7th Glorious wash with Red X soap. Saw a ‘plane shot down at 
5.5 p.m’. 
 
‘Monday 8th Mother washing. Snowed a little. Remained in bed all day 
but enjoyed it. Two American prisoners of war escaped.  Capt. Clark and 
Lieut. Haas.  A notice in the Evening Post said – ‘It is expressly 
announced that anyone who takes in or extends help in any way to Capt. 
Clark or Lieut. Haas will be punished by death according to paragraph 9 
of the Order for the Protection of the Occupying Force.’ 
 
‘9 th January Mother took nice dish of corned beef stew to Reg. [One of 
my father’s brothers. He was in prison, caught siphoning petrol from a 
German petrol tank].’ 
 
On most days there is mention of ‘very cold’ and either mother, Edith or 
both of them going wooding.  People were desperate, even burning some 
of their furniture to get some warmth and to boil water for a cup of Red X 
tea. 
 
On Sunday 14th January people were cutting trees down along the sea 
front at West Park, near to my Grandparents’ home. My father joined in 
and took one home. 
 
17th January Notice in Evening Post re. wood cutting: 
 
‘Unauthorised tree-cutting in the Island has recently increased to such an 
extent that it has led to spoliation of the Island and unequal distribution 
of the wood so that the whole wood question has been taken over as from 
now by the Occupying Authorities.’ 
  
It went on to say that all illicit cutting and gathering of wood is forbidden 
for all, whether owner or occupier of the land on which it stands, in 
private grounds and farms, public parks and roads. 
 
‘Anyone found cutting or gathering wood with saw or axe without 
permission will be punished.  The tools and wood will be confiscated.  
Cutting down of trees and transport will only be permitted to the 
authorized wood cutters and transport workers of the States with a new 
permit from the Platzkommandatur I St. Helier’.                              (contd.) 
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Further problems for the Islanders are shown in a simple paragraph, a 
notice dated 22nd January, 1945 from the Department of Essential 
Services, stating; 
 
‘Notice is hereby given that owing to the coal stock for the St. Peter’s 
power station being practically exhausted, the supply of electric current 
is expected to cease on Thursday night, January 25th at 10.30 p.m.’ 
 
‘23rd January New Prison regulations, signed by the Bailiff - No more 
food is to be taken in after to-day.’ 
 
‘26th January Bartered tin of milk and 2 flour for cardigan, both 
satisfied.’   
 
To make matters worse on 26th a very cold spell of weather set in, with 
my Aunt commenting ‘Very cold and thick fall of snow.’ 
 
‘27th January The Evening Post publication to be suspended during the 
present abnormal (and very abnormal they are too!) conditions.’ 
 
On Sunday 28th Auntie noted that their ‘pie had been stolen that night!  
Only one of many robberies which had taken place recently.’  
 
Because of the lack of fuel some communal kitchens had been organised 
and it was from one of them that their pie was stolen. It remained very 
cold until 30th January when rain and wind arrived. 
 
‘31st January Rather milder. White bread this week thank goodness.’ 
 
Thankfully my family survived the Occupation, as did my Aunt’s sense 
of humour…..on 2nd February she wrote ‘Potatoes and bread for 
breakfast, roll on butter (sorry better) days!’ 
                                                                                              Barbara Nield. 
 
N.B. Below you will see a newspaper cutting and an extract from the 
diary.  
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Hillingdon Family History Society             22                                                 June 2015 

DEATH OF A SOLDIER 
 
 
John Symons discovered the following story in an exchange journal sent 
us by the Richmond � Tweed Family History Society Inc., Ballina, New 
South Wales, Australia. It is a story from WW1 and it won a 2014 
Writing Competition for its author Esme Smith. 
 
‘Bert did not come home from the war. He and his brother Les had tried 
for many months to get permission from their parents to enlist. Eventually 
this was given and both enlisted during September, 1915. 
 
A significant event in their lives was a recruitment drive at Coraki to 
encourage young men to engage in military service. This appears to have 
been the catalyst which led them to sign up. The Coraki Recruiting 
Committee had organised a meeting in the local School of Arts, but was 
influenced to change the venue for the meeting to the band rotunda in the 
local park in the hope of having a wider audience. Local dignitaries spoke 
passionately about young men enlisting for service to their country and as 
a result twelve recruits ‘mounted the platform’ offering themselves for 
service. The group included Bert and Les. 
 
The next few weeks were busy ones for the enlisting young men. Various 
functions were held to say farewell, to offer good wishes and to receive 
gifts from members of the community. At one such function Bert’s gift 
was a safety razor, while Les was given a wallet. 
 
Bert and Les had both experienced something of army life because they 
had served as members of the local senior cadets – Bert as Sergeant. Of 
this training Les stated that, ‘He had had five years’ drill, and found it did 
him more good physically than hanging round the streets. Personally he 
would like to see compulsory service introduced’. This too echoed the 
feelings of members of this Enlistment Committee for at one of their 
meetings they carried a motion ‘that this Association recommend to the 
Government the desirableness of immediately bringing about universal 
training for men between the ages of 18 and 60’. This seemed an extreme 
measure to ensure that fighting men, particularly 60 year olds, were made 
available in the war effort. However, at this time, things were not going 
well for the forces engaged in the war. 
 
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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During March 1916, after a short period of training, Bert and Les returned 
home prior to embarkation. On 31st March 1916, as members of 16/9th 
Battalion, they sailed on the ‘Star of Victoria’ and arrived at Port Said on 
5th May 1916. Here they embarked for Marseille, France where they 
arrived on 28th June 1916. 
 
As part of the 49th Battalion, the men found themselves in combat with 
the Prussian Guard. In a letter their sergeant, Harvey Gale, graphically 
described a battle which occurred on 13th August 1916; 
‘I have just come through a most thrilling experience one I shall never 
forget... Suddenly, at 4.53 o’clock on Sunday morning last the order came 
to charge. We went over the parapet – the whole brigade, save one 
battalion. A and B companies of each battalion took the first trenches, 
and C and D companies crossed over and advanced to the second line, 
and took it. Some 3000 of us were in this memorable charge, and for the 
first 10 minutes the scene baffles description. The Germans showed 
plenty of fight. They met us with bombs, and tried all manner of tricks, 
but our bombs and bayonets were too good for them…’ 
 
In his lengthy account of this battle Sergeant Gale wrote of the carnage 
experienced – of the corpses lying around, prisoners taken, the time in the 
trenches, the friendships ending in death etc. He finished his letter by 
saying that ‘At least three Coraki lads were in that wonderful charge – 
Ptes. Bert Pursey, L. and B. Smith – but I do not know how they got on’. 
 
By the end of this encounter Gale was injured, lying unconscious in the 
trench until dug out by a party from the Battalion. Four mates, fighting 
beside him in the trench, were killed. This letter written during his 
convalescence in England told of his amazement at having survived the 
ordeal. 
 
It was during another battle on 5th April 1917 that Bert was wounded in 
action. He received gunshot wounds to the tibia and fibula of his right leg 
resulting in his transfer to the 2nd Southern General Hospital, England. 
The hospital, at Bishop’s Knoll, Bristol, was formerly the home of Robert 
Edwin Bush. He had spent about thirty years in Australia where he 
amassed a great fortune. At the outbreak of war he returned to England, 
converted his home into a hospital for the care injured Australian soldiers 
and paid for its upkeep.  
 
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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He made the place as happy as possible providing outings, concerts, 
pastime activities which were all part of life there. 
 
Bert’s leg became septic and he was transferred from Bishop’s Knoll, on 
5 July 1917 to the Australian Auxiliary Hospital, Harefield. It was here 
that he died on 18 July 1917 from chloroform asphyxia and cardiac 
failure while undergoing an operation. 
 
He is one of 114 military personnel who are buried in the churchyard at 
St. Mary the Virgin, Harefield. It is recorded that his ‘body was borne to 
the graveside by ward companions’. Bert’s uncle Tom Smith of the 
George and Dragon Hotel, Marlow, Bucks., attended ‘and expressed his 
gratification at the funeral arrangements’. The sorrow of family and 
friends at Coraki and Oakland was personal but they received some 
comfort by the expressions of sympathy expressed to them. At a Council 
meeting Coraki Mayor ‘moved that a letter of sympathy be forwarded to 
the parents from the Council.’ 
 
Another moving tribute was the memorial service held at Bert’s church – 
Oakland Baptist Church. Pastor J. Hunter led the service. It is recorded 
that Bert’s many friends and relatives attended the service in the little 
church which was crowded to the doors, and many, unfortunately had to 
remain without. Pastor Hunter took as his main text John 15:13, ‘Greater 
love has no one than this, than to lay down one’s life for his friends’. The 
tone of the service – from the bible readings, the hymns chosen and the 
words spoken – told of the esteem in which Bert was held. 
 
After his death his fiancée, Coralie Marriott, wrote to Mr. R. Bush, 
Superintendent, Bishop Knoll Hospital asking about the ‘kind of grave’ 
he was given. Mr. Bush replied, ‘I think you may rest assured that this 
matter was arranged satisfactorily by the Australian military authorities. 
I know that they take steps to mark the last resting place of every 
Australian who dies in this country with a stout oaken cross, with the 
man’s name and regiment on in paint and varnished...’  
In that same letter Bush wrote, ‘He came in most shockingly wounded in 
the leg, but he slowly improved until he was, to our regret, transferred to 
the other hospital. He gained the admiration and esteem of everybody 
connected with my hospital on account of his manly character, and the 
great fortitude and bravery he showed so uncomplainingly in spite of the 
terrible pain...’ 
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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Bert was the seventh child of Ernest John and Sarah Ann (Bostock) Smith 
of Oakland, Coraki. He and Leslie were both born in that tiny 
community. Les continued in the 49th Battalion until his demobilisation 
on 12 June 1919’. 
 

 
We contacted Esme the 
author for permission to 
use her story in our 
journal and she kindly 
sent back a photograph 
of Bert in hospital.  
 
Unfortunately she is not 
sure which hospital, 
Harefield or Bishop 
Knoll, Bert was in when 
it was taken. 
 
In return we have 
visited the church in 
Harefield and taken 
several photographs of 
the Anzac cemetery and 
chapel. These we have 
sent to Esme. 
                Alan Rowland 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DEADLINE DATES FOR 2015 
 
 

JOURNAL DEADLINE DATE 
SEPTEMBER 1st AUGUST 
DECEMBER 3rd OCTOBER 

 
 
 
 
 



 
Hillingdon Family History Society             26                                                 June 2015 

WE NEED HELP! 
 
 

One of our members has asked us to help her with a problem that she has 
with some documents written in French. The documents are of Belgian 
origin and she needs them translated into English. There are a total of 
thirty pages and reproduced below is an extract from one of them. Of 
particular interest in this extract is the last word which appears to be 
either ‘bultanise’ or ‘cultanise’.       

 
 

So is there a member out there who is able and prepared to translate these 
documents for a fellow member?  
 
If so please contact: Fiona OAKLEY on f.m.oakley@live.co.uk  
 
N.B. If anyone can help perhaps you will also let the editor know so that 
we can report back to the membership. 
 
 

A NEW FREE TO USE MAP SITE 
 
John Symons reports that the National Library of Scotland has a web site 
that gives access not only to old maps of Scotland but also the rest of the 
U.K., and parts of Europe. 
 
Surprisingly you can view and download/copy the maps free of charge so 
it is well worth a look. Go to: http://maps.nls.uk/site-map.html and 
start searching for your area of interest.  
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A TALK � HOME BASES 
 
 

Our talk on 19th March, given by Sean C. Kelly, revealed the history of 
the United States of America military bases located in and around 
London. Sean has written a book called ‘Home Bases: Memories & 
Stories of US Military Bases Around London’ (ISBN 978-0-9892133-3-
253400) which contains, as well as a detailed history of the bases, many 
personal memories.  
 
A sign read ‘Warning controlled area. It is unlawful to enter this area 
without permission of the installation commander. (sec. 21. Internal 
Security Act of 1950, 50 USC 797). While on this installation all 
personnel and the property under their control are subject to search’.  
 
Sean’s memorabilia including locks, signs and a bowling pin added to his 
talk and emphasized that the US bases were Little Americas. Locally 
these included South Ruislip, West Ruislip, Denham Film Studios, RAF 
Uxbridge, Daws Hill High Wycombe, Bushy Park, Bushey Hall, 
Blenheim Crescent, Carpenders Park, Douglas House, Eastcote, West 
Drayton and US Navy HQ London. 
 
Eastcote, we learnt, was the second largest centre for code breaking 
during WW2 after Bletchley Park; South Ruislip base had a significant 
hospital and the Command Centre for U.S.A.F. (U.S. Air Force) was at 
Wycombe. The American Embassy site was H.Q. and Bushy Park was 
WW2 HQ. 
 
Sean then told us that American military presence in the UK went back to 
W.W.1. The Eagle Hut (see below) opened in September 1917 near the 
south-eastern edge of Covent Garden on what is now Bush House. The 
hut was a series of conjoined wooden huts which had been set up by the 
American Y.M.C.A. as a home-from-home for US soldiers and sailors. 
 
Coming to W.W.2 and the special relationship between the US and the 
UK, the bases were the result of and developed from an Act passed by 
Congress in 1941 ‘An Act further to promote the Defense of the United 
States’ (better known as the Lend Lease Act). In return for financial aid 
(which was repaid in 2007) the U.S. had free lease of the bases. The 
combined bomber offensive (C.B.O.) led to the establishment of around 
70 main U.S. Army Air Force bases in the UK.                                (contd.) 
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Sean also talked a little about U.S. involvement in the Battle of Britain 
and particularly of Billy Fisk, the first American to join the R.A.F. (by 
pretending to be Canadian).  
 
Fisk studied at Cambridge and was an Olympic Bob sleigh champion. He 
was assigned to 601 Squadron (known as the Millionnaire’s Squadron, 
due to the aristocratic background of many of its pilots) and was the only 
one of 11 U.S. pilots who joined the U.K. military to take part in the 
Battle of Britain. 

The Eagle Hut, a contemporary painting. 
 
Sean grew up and went to school on local U.S. air bases. His talk 
therefore included many personal memories. We gained an insight into 
why he researched this subject and wrote his book. He also gave us four 
things to remember when writing a book, ‘staying focused’ was one of 
them! During his research he interviewed 40 people who had either 
served on, worked on or were involved with the bases. 
 
The ending of the Cold War and other changes spelt the end for the bases 
under R.I.F. (Reductions in Force) and B.R.A.C. (Base Redevelopment 
and Closure). Closing a base is apparently like turning it upside down and 
shaking it.                                                                                           (contd.) 
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Everything that drops out belongs to the U.S. Military. Everything else 
belongs to the M.O.D. We were brought up to date with what became of 
the bases (usually residential housing) and of Sean’s visits to them during 
closure and before demolition.  
 
This was a very interesting talk, more so because all the bases were local 
and part of our own history to some degree. For those interested more 
information can be found at http://www.ushomebases.com/ 
 

A copy of Sean’s book will soon be available in the Society’s library.                     
                                                                                     
                                                                                      Charles Hampshire. 
 

A TALK � THE GRAND JUNCTION CANAL 
 
Our talk on 16th April was given by Ken Pearce, a familiar face to our 
society and always an excellent speaker. Having been Chair of the 
Uxbridge Local History Society since 1970 and the author of many books 
about Uxbridge and its surrounds, his knowledge and love of his subject 
is without equal and both infectious and stimulating. 

 
Ken took us from the 1793 Act of 
Parliament ‘for making and 
maintaining a navigable Canal 
from the Oxford Canal Navigation 
at Braunston, in the county of 
Northampton, to join the River 
Thames at or near Brentford, in 
the county of Middlesex; and also 
certain collateral Cuts from the 
said intended Canal’ which 
received Royal Assent on 30th 
March through to the present day. 
 
We learnt that construction work 
started a month later on 1st May 
1793 and the Brentford to 
Uxbridge section was completed 
and opened in only 18 months. By 
1800 the canal was substantially 

complete and during its construction some 3,000 navvies were employed.  
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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There already existed an extensive canal network in the Midlands and the 
plan was to provide a more direct route to London.  
 
Compared to the previous route, which went via Oxford and the Thames, 
the new plan would shorten the overall distance by some 60 miles. The 
main line fully opened on completion of the problematic Blisworth tunnel 
in 1805. In 1795 another Act of Parliament allowed the construction of 
the 13.5 mile Paddington Arm from Bulls Bridge Hayes. This was 
completed in 1801 and the canal quickly became an important trade route 
to London. 
 
As with all canals a supply of water was needed to maintain water levels 
so a hamlet was bought and flooded to form a feeder reservoir which we 
now know as Ruislip Lido. The canal also locally crossed the River Colne 
twice and a tributary, the River Frays, was redirected towards the canal. 
Denham Lock and Cowley lock both pass over the Frays. 
 
The canal opened to much celebration. Two pleasure boats pulled by 
horses set off from Bulls Bridge and a salute was fired. When they 
reached Paddington Basin another cannon was fired. A packet boat 
service operated from Paddington to Uxbridge which also took 
passengers for the return fare of five shillings. However the pleasure 
boats were discontinued once the novelty had worn off.  
 
Corn was an important industry and three local mills were Fountains Mill, 
Cowley Mill and Old Mill.  
 
The canal was also used to transport both hay and bricks to London.  
 
Industrial development followed in the footsteps of the construction of 
the canal.  
 
Coal, timber and slate were all carried; from Harefield the cargo was 
sheet copper; from Uxbridge, locally milled mustard and flour plus corn 
and from Cowley and Stockey, clay and bricks. 1882 saw the opening of 
the Slough arm which was used mainly by the brick trade.  
 
Just south of Uxbridge a Gas works was constructed near the Dolphin 
public house. Later the canal was used to transport London’s rubbish to 
local tips.  
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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Ken made the point that businesses grew up close to the canal; Fellows, 
Morton and Clayton had a depot at Uxbridge where they built canal boats 
and transported goods. 

 
In 1900, the Uxbridge and District 
Electric Supply Company built a 
generating plant in Waterloo Road 
close by the waterway. 
 
The Steel Barrel Co. Ltd. had their 
Phoenix works alongside the canal 
near Rockingham Road, Uxbridge 
from c1900 until 1965 where they 
manufactured all manner of steel 
products.   
 
Perhaps the most well known was 
the Bell Punch company who had 
moved from London to take over an 
old flour mill close by the canal 
where they manufactured ticket 
machines for trains and buses, one 
of which Ken then displayed and 
punched. Ding! 
 
In 1947 the canal was nationalised 
and in 1962 the British Waterways 
Board came into being followed 
eventually by the Canal and River 
Trust in 2012.  
 
As part of the Colne Valley 
Regional Park the canal still has an 
important role as a leisure facility.  
 
Ken then showed us various photos 
of the canal through the ages to 
round off an informative talk and a 
thoroughly enjoyable evening. 
                                                                                                

                                                                                      Charles Hampshire 
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FROM THE MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY 
 

 
This is the second journal of the year and 
we are asking once again for your help in 
bringing new members into the society. 
 
At the time of writing our membership 
stands at around 200. Membership 
subscriptions form the biggest part of our 
income so it follows that we need to keep 
our existing members and if possible 

encourage people to become new members. All societies, possibly as a 
result of the proliferation of home based computers, have the same 
problem of declining membership. Large societies can cope with the fall 
in numbers but small societies such as ours struggle to continue. 
 
It is up to us all to try and bring in new members! 
     
                                                                                         Patricia Reynolds 
 
 
WELCOME TO ALL OUR NEW MEMBERS  
 
G53 Mrs. Moira Goode 
Email: moiragoode@btinternet.com 

2 The Close, Hillingdon, 
Middlesex. UB10 0BP 

M98 Mrs. Brenda Mower 
Email: 
brenda.bee@blueyonder.co.uk  

194 Herlwyn Avenue, Ruislip, 
Middlesex. HA4 6HJ 

N25 Mrs. Lynda Pauline Neumuller 
Email: 
john_neumuller@hotmail.co.uk 

36 Warrender Way, Ruislip, 
Middlesex. HA4 8ED 

R54 Mr. John Michael Rosser 
 

72 Long Lane, Hillingdon, 
Middlesex. UB10 0EQ  

 
                                                                      
RESIGNATIONS FROM THE SOCIETY  
 
H87 Ms. Hazel D. Hunter 
Email: hazeldhunter@gmail.com 

26 Hughes Road, Hayes, 
Middlesex. UB3 3AW 

R50 Mrs. Pamela Routledge 
Email: 
pamelaroutledge@googlemail.com 

12 Wilder Close, Eastcote, 
Middlesex. HA4 9LU 
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NEW ADDRESS 
 
F31 Mrs. Dianne Fearn 
Email: difearn@hotmail.co.uk 

50 Somerville Crescent, Exeter, 
Devon. EX2 7GD 

 
 

MEMBERS’ INTERESTS  
 
 

G53 Mrs. Moira Goode                                         2 The Close, Hillingdon, 
Emai: moiragoode@btinternet.com                      Middlesex. UB10 0BP 
 

NAME COUNTY PLACE DATE 
COTTON OXF WATERSTOCK 1880 
GOODE MDX ISLINGTON 1900 
HESTER BKM HORSLEYS GREEN 1880 
HESTER BKM STOKENCHURCH 1880 
SNELL BKM HORSLEYS GREEN 1880 
SNELL BKM STOKENCHURCH 1880 

  
 
 
W86 Mrs. Helen Mary Waugh               33 Wills Street, Ashburton 7700/ 
Email: jandh.waugh@xtra.co.nz             P.O. Box 6022, Allenton,  
                                                                Ashburton 7742, New Zealand. 
 
 

NAME COUNTY PLACE DATE 
BUNION MDX HILLINGDON Pre 1760 
CURTIS SRY LAMBETH (ST. 

MARY’S) 
Pre 1900 

CURTIS SRY NEWINGTON Pre 1900 
CURTIS SRY SOUTHWARK Pre 1900 
IVORY MDX HILLINGDON Pre 1860 
WIGGS HRT CHESHUNT Pre 1900 
WIGGS SRY NEWINGTON Pre 1900 
WIGGS SRY SOUTHWARK Pre 1900 

WOODLEY MDX HILLINGDON Pre 1900 
WOODLEY SRY SOUTHWARK Pre 1900 
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N24 Mr. John Robert Neumuller                     36 Warrender Way, Ruislip, 
Email: johnneumuller@hotmail.co.uk             Middlesex. HA4 8ED  
 

NAME COUNTY PLACE DATE 
BREWER SOM BATH Pre 21 Century 

 
 
 
 

DONCASTER & DISTRICT FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY 
 
 
 
Doncaster & District Family History Society is celebrating its foundation 
35 years ago and will again be organising its Family and Local History 
Fair on 26th September 2015 at Doncaster College for the Deaf, Leger 
Way, Doncaster, DN2 6AY. Open from 10.00 a.m. to 4.00 p.m. 
admission is only £1.00 and parking is free on site. Attractions include: 
 
Free Talks, (Pat Mclaughlin ‘Green Men & Gargoyles’: Hugh Parkin 
Doncaster Railway Heritage ‘The Plant’), History Societies, Help 
Desk/Advice, Transcriptions, Indexes, New Books, Genealogy Supplies, 
Second-hand Books, Software, Microfiche, Data CDs, Antiquarian 
Books, Postcards, Map Reprints and so much more.  
 
Details on: www.doncasterfhs.co.uk   
 
 
 

WEST SURREY FHS FAMILY HISTORY FAIR AND OPEN DAY 
 
 
The West Surrey F.H.S. will hold their 2015 Open Day on Saturday 31st 
October 2015 at Woking Leisure Centre, Kingfield Rd, Woking, GU22 
9BA from 10.00 a.m. to 4.30 p.m. 
 
There will be the usual stalls both commercial and voluntary. A report of 
last year’s very successful event can be found on their web site: 
 

http://www.wsfhs.org/pages/openday2014.php 
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HAMPSHIRE GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY 
 
 
This society have pleasure in inviting you to visit their Family History 
Fair and Open Day which will take place on Sunday 11th October at the 
Everest Community Academy, Oxford Way, Basingstoke, Hampshire. 
RG24 9FP 
 
Visit http://www.hgs-familyhistory.com for further details. 
 
 
 

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE F.H.S. OPEN DAY 
�
�

This event will be held on Saturday 25th July 2015, 10am to 4pm, at  
The Grange School, Wendover, Aylesbury, HP21 7NH. 
 
Research facilities will include our names database (over five million 
entries), and Parish Register, People, and Places libraries. Parish Register 
transcripts and other research aids will be on sale. Expert advice will be 
on hand, with guest societies from around the country, local heritage 
groups; suppliers of data CDs, maps, software, archival materials and 
much more. 
 
Admission is free and there is free parking at the venue.  
 
Further information, including a full list of organisations attending, can 
be found at www.bucksfhs.org.uk. 
 
 

 
YORKSHIRE FAMILY HISTORY FAIR 

 
 

On Saturday 27th June 2015 from 10.00 a.m. to 4.30 p.m. the 20th Annual 
Yorkshire Family History Fair will be held at the Knavesmire Exhibition 
Centre, The Racecourse, York. YO23 1EX. 
 
With exhibitors from all over the UK and Ireland, this is probably the 
largest event of its kind in England. Many family history societies and 
companies attend each year.                                                              (contd.) 
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You don't need to have Yorkshire Ancestors to come to this fair - they 
can be from anywhere at all! Everyone is very welcome. There is plenty 
of free parking, refreshments are available all day, and there are over 70 
exhibitors on three floors. There are several lifts to take you to the upper 
levels, and the whole place is wheelchair friendly.  
 
Entrance costs £4.50 (children under 14 free). 
 
Further details can be found on: www.yorkshirefamilyhistoryfair.com    

 
 
 

HEDGERLEY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
 
 
Unless otherwise stated all meetings take place at 8pm in Hedgerley 
Memorial Hall, Kiln Lane, Hedgerley, Buckinghamshire. SL2 3UZ. 
 
Secretary: John Lovelock, 13 Coppice Way, Hedgerley,  
                                           Buckinghamshire.  SL2 3YL 
 
Tel: 01753 647187  E Mail: jdlovelock@btinternet.com  
 
Membership: £12 per annum, which provides free admission to monthly 
talks. Visitors welcome - admission £4.00. 
 
2015 PROGRAMME 
 
 
24th June 

Hedgerley Park Estate 
Meet 7.30 p.m. Tara Colley Hill 
Lane, Hedgerley.  SL2 4AT 

Frances and  
Norman 
Grundon 

1st July Penn and Tylers Green in WW1 Ron Saunders 
 
8th July 

Friends Ambulance Unit Training at 
Jordans. Meet 7.30pm Friends 
Meeting House, Jordans. HP9 2SN 

 
Sue Smithson 

11th &12th 
Sept. 

Tour of Penn House  
Penn Street. HP7 OPS 
Booking required £5.00 

Earl and 
Countess Howe 
 

16th Sept. Excavating Shakespeare's 
Shoreditch 

Heather Knight 

3rd Oct. The Life and Loves of Laurie Lee 
Booking required £12.00 

Valerie Grove 
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ANCESTORS FROM THE WEST OF IRELAND? 

 
We have the most complete database of records of Irish Catholic parish 
records in the world; our databases were compiled from the original 
parish registers by local people. Our databases also contain many other 
local sources.  
 
Visit: http://www.rootsireland.ie/index.php?id=home for details and 
subscription rates.                                                                                            
 
 
 

RESEARCH BY H.F.H.S. 
                                                             
 

?      
 

 
 
The society undertakes a limited amount of investigation on behalf of 
members and others.  
                                                                                                            
Local investigations involving the London Borough of Hillingdon and its 
nine ancient parishes will generally be restricted to the sources detailed in 
‘Family History in Hillingdon’ published by the society (at present in the 
process of being updated and revised).  
 
In addition we can extend searches using the London Metropolitan 
Archives and the National Archives at Kew and other London record 
offices. 
 
We can also carry out national investigations embracing the whole of the 
U.K. as well as other countries worldwide.    
 
The society charges members £5.00 per hour for pursuing such enquiries 
(£10.00 per hour for non-members), plus the cost of any expenses 
necessarily incurred such as copying, postage etc.  
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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Those who want to make use of this service should be specific as to their 
requirements and should indicate clearly the upper limit of expenditure 
they are willing to incur. It must be appreciated that in some cases an 
investigation may not produce any results or it may result in a negative 
answer, in either case a charge will still have to be made.  
 
Please contact the Membership Secretary or email the society, see back 
cover for contact information. 
 
 
 

HELP LINE  
 
 
In this part of the journal we advertise pleas, from members and non-
members, for information and assistance. If you have become “stuck” on 
some part of your family tree but believe that the answer may lie here in 
our corner of Middlesex, our local knowledge may be able to help. 
 
Members may advertise at no cost, but a charge of £2 for each entry is 
made for non-members.  Send your queries (with as much specific detail 
as possible please), together with payment, to the membership secretary:- 
  
Mrs Patricia Reynolds,  
20 Lilac Place, Yiewsley, West Drayton, 
Middlesex UB7 8LR. 
 
 

CHAIRMAN'S REPORT �  2015 AGM 
 
 
Good evening. I am pleased to report that it has once again been a very 
successful year for the Society. We have enjoyed some really excellent 
speakers on a wide range of topics and I should like to thank Judith for 
organising these events.  
 
Family history is constantly evolving and so is your Society.  I am 
pleased to inform you that a new initiative to hold the Research Room in 
the refurbished Uxbridge Library has been launched.  The facilities are 
available on the first Saturday of the month.  It is early days but this 
seems to be very popular and in the summer we shall review how we take 
this initiative forward.                                                                       (contd.) 
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I should like to thank John and Alan and all those involved in the 
Journal's production or who have contributed to it.  
 
The bookstall has once again attended a number of family history fairs 
and other events and I should like to thank Gill, Pat and Joy for making 
this happen.  
 
I should like to thank Valerie for her work in the library. 
 
Charles, our Treasurer, has looked after our finances and I would like to 
thank him for his work. He will report shortly on the Society's financial 
situation which I will summarise as still remaining "tight" due the 
stagnant membership numbers but hopefully the situation is manageable. 
 
As always, I once again appeal to anyone who is interested and willing to 
help with the running of the Society, to please see me or a member of the 
Committee. It is not a big time commitment (Committee members will 
testify to the brisk pace of the Committee meetings) but new faces and 
particularly IDEAS would be very welcome. 
 
In conclusion, it has been a good year and I hope I have thanked everyone 
who made it so. If I haven't then my apologies - please accept this blanket 
"thank you" as covering you. I am confident that we will have another 
successful year as a Family History Society and I look forward to seeing 
you at our meetings. Thank you. 
                                                                                                    Ian Harvey 
 
 
 

A.G.M. 2015 TREASURER’S REPORT 
FOR THE YEAR ENDING 31 DECEMBER 2014 

 
 
The accounts show that the Society had an excess of Expenditure over 
Income of £161 before Depreciation, a similar result to the previous year 
and a reflection of your Committee’s hard work to minimise expenditure 
and balance the books to secure the future operations of our Society.  
 
Rent accounted for almost 64% of Income and Donations from 
individuals, to whom we express our sincere thanks, together with the 
bookstall run by our secretary Gill, brought in a further 17% of our 
Income.                                                                                              (contd.) 
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Rent together with printing and postage make up 87% of our expenditure, 
again similar to past years. 
 
Our fixed assets (mostly computers) are getting older and are now fully 
depreciated in the accounts leaving just our cash at bank of £1,765. 
 
Your Committee will continue to review Income and Expenditure closely 
to maintain the Society’s financial health. 
 
In closing I would like to thank Pat Reynolds and John Symons who both 
assist with collecting and banking income and paying bills and to whom I 
am indebted. 
                                                                                       Charles Hampshire  
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HFHS Accounts 2014     
Income and Expenditure Account   
    2014  2013 
Income    £  £ 
Memberships   2,274  2,345 
Donations   289  930 
Bookstall   334   
Programme Sales  281  330 
Research Room   225  320 
Printouts   95  110 
Research Room   45  90 
Other    0  20 
Visitors   22  14 
Journal Sales   8  7 
    3,573  4,166 
       
Expenditure   £  £ 
Rent    1,745  1,900 
Printing    1,151  1,118 
Postage   360  400 
Speakers   240  510 
Insurance   101  175 
Subscriptions   88  88 
Other    48  120 
    3,734  4,311 
       
Excess of Expenditure over    
Income before Depreciation 161  145 
       
Depreciation   344  304 
       
Excess of Expenditure over    
Income after Depreciation 505  449 
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HILLINGDON FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY PUBLICATIONS 
 
Please note that prices are in pounds (£) sterling and EXCLUDE 
postage and packing (see below). 
 
 

THESE RECORDS ARE AVAILABLE ON CD – ROM  Cost  
St. Giles’ Church, Ickenham. Parish Registers. Baptisms  1538–1877  5.50 
St. Giles’ Church, Ickenham. Parish Registers. Burials     1538–1877  5.50 
St. Giles’ Church, Ickenham. Parish Registers. Marriages 1558–1841 5.50 
St. Mary’s Church, Harefield, Middlesex. Monumental Inscriptions.   5.50 
St. Laurence Church, Cowley, Middlesex. Monumental Inscriptions.  5.50 
Holy Trinity Church, Northwood, Middx. Monumental Inscriptions.  5.50 
St. Martin’s Church, West Drayton, Middx. Monumental Inscriptions. 5.50 
The Church School, Ickenham, Middx. Pupils & Teachers 1873–1929 5.50 
St. John’s Church, Hillingdon, Middx.  Burials  1903–1924 5.50 
  
THESE RECORDS ARE AVAILABLE AS FICHE SETS  
St. Giles’ Church, Ickenham. Parish Registers. Baptisms  1538–1877 (set of 4) 4.00 
St. Giles’ Church, Ickenham. Parish Registers. Burials     1538–1877 (set of 2) 2.00 
St. Giles’ Church, Ickenham. Parish Registers. Marriages 1558–1841 (set of 1) 1.00 
St. Mary’s Church, Harefield, Middlesex. Monumental Inscriptions.  (set of 3) 3.00 
St. Laurence Church, Cowley, Middlesex. Monumental Inscriptions.  (set of 2) 2.00 
Holy Trinity Church, Northwood, Middx. Monumental Inscriptions.   (set of 2) 2.00 
St. Martin’s Church, West Drayton, Middx. Monumental Inscriptions. (set of 1) 1.00 
The Church School, Ickenham, Middx. Pupils & Teachers 1873–1929  (set of 2) 2.00 
Middlesex Sessions Records (Hillingdon Extracts)                                (set of 2) 2.00 
 
Please add postage and packaging as follows: 
 For each set of fiche.................................................................. 45p 
 For each CD–ROM to UK address........................................... 65p 
 For airmail to overseas addresses…..Email Mrs. G. May for costs. 
 

Cheques should be in pounds STERLING, crossed A/C payee and made 
payable to Hillingdon Family History Society. 
 
The publications can be obtained from the Publications Officer: 
 

Mrs. Gill May, 20 Moreland Drive, Gerrards Cross, Bucks SL9 8BB 
Telephone: 01753 885602               Email:  gillmay@dial.pipex.com    
 

or alternatively visit these on–line bookshops: 
 

www.parishchest.com     and      www.genfair.com 
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Hillingdon Park Baptist Church, 25 Hercies Road, Hillingdon  
(car park at rear of church, accessed from Auriol Drive). 

 

 
There is also a public car park on the eastern side of Long Lane (access 
between the Co-op & the Chinese take away restaurant, or via the exit 
slip road off the A40 from London). The nearest L.T. station is 
Hillingdon and there is a U2 bus stop on Hercies Road outside the 
Church. Please note that the main entrance to the building is on the side 
of the Church. Our Research Room is on the 1st floor and is open one 
morning each week (Friday or the first Saturday of the month at Uxbridge 
Library) as well as at our monthly meetings. A bulletin issued at every 
monthly meeting gives the opening dates of the Research Room. The 
Society does not meet or open the Research Room during August except 
on the first Saturday at Uxbridge Library. 
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IF UNDELIVERED PLEASE RETURN TO: 
   Patricia Reynolds, 20 Lilac Place, Yiewsley, West Drayton, Middlesex. UB7 8LR 

U.K. 
 

 

Nine ancient Middlesex parishes    

were incorporated into the new 

London Borough of Hillingdon :     

      

Cowley, Harefield, Harlington, 

Harmondsworth, Hayes, Hillingdon, 

Ickenham, Ruislip and West Drayton 

 
The original records and registers 
for these parishes are now kept at: 
London Metropolitan Archives, 
40 Northampton Road, Clerkenwell 
London. EC1R 0HB 
 

Hillingdon today embraces a mixture of Greater London suburbs, ancient  
and modern, large and small, each with its own distinctive identity. 
Heathrow Airport lies at the Southern end of the borough. Other localities in 
the Borough include Colham Green, Eastcote, Longford, Northwood, Ruislip 
Manor, Sipson, South Ruislip, Uxbridge, Yeading and Yiewsley. 


