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The Committee continues to meet via Zoom to discuss the day to day running of the Society. 

 

We are continuing with the Speaker’s Meetings via Zoom, the April (A History of the Suffolk 

Landscape) and May (The Mayflower) evenings went really well.  We will continue with the June and 

July evenings also via Zoom, so if you would like to join us please see page 7 on how to do so.  If you 

haven’t got Zoom it is quite easy to download, please contact one of the Committee who will help you 

through the process.  Meetings are free for Members of the Society or Felixstowe Museum, we also 

welcome visitors, but there will be a cost of £3. 

 

You will be sent an email to join us for the Zoom meetings, if you don’t receive one this will mean that 

we either do not have an email address for you, or the one that we do hold is out of date.  If you 

would like us to contact you please let Ann Sanderson, Membership Secretary have your up-to-date 

address. 

 

The Annual General Meeting is on the 8th September and will be held in Broadway House.  The 

evening will be a celebration of our first gathering together for many months, there will be a short 

AGM hopefully with a Speaker, followed by non-alcoholic drinks and nibbles as well as the usual 

coffee and tea!  I hope to see many of you there! 

 
 
 

Linda Negus 

Membership No: 0620 

Secretary 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COMMITTEE’S COMMENTS 
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T his is the first issue of what I hope proves to be a better year for us all.  I, and I should think many 
of you, have now had your first vaccination jab and maybe even your 2nd, it gives us hope to look 

forward to a more normal 2021/22. 
 
All being well Broadway House will be opening in September!  As you can see from the previous page 
the Annual General Meeting will be held there on 8th September, we hope as many of you as possible 
will be able to come along and join us in the celebration! 
 
In this edition you will also find your Membership Renewal form, this will look a little different to you.  
For those of you who have kindly agreed to add Gift Aid to your membership, please read the new rules 
on the Membership Form carefully. 
 
We are sending out the magazine to lapsed members for this year, but if you wish to re-join the Society 
your membership will cover you for 15 months until 31 August 2022. We hope many of you will take up 
this offer; we would love to see you back again. 
 
Over the last few years I have been using images of the churches that we cover on the back page of the 
magazine, I have now completed these.  Has anyone an idea of what images you think would be suitable 
for me to include next?  Your ideas please would be gratefully received! 
 
Keep well and safe. 
 
Linda Negus          
Membership No: 0620 
Editor 
 

 

 

EDITOR’S NOTES 
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DIARY DATES 

 

9th June 2021     A Suffolk Bevin Boy 
Barbara McElroy 

This is the story of Barbara McElroy's father’s experiences of being conscripted to go down the mines 
in WW2. With thousands of others, he expected to go into the forces, but instead was conscripted by 
ballot to go down the mines, NO excuses allowed. Besides his personal story, the talk looks at the 
reasons for the scheme, the conditions down the mines, subsequent problems, and tells of its impact 
on those serving. 
 
14th July 2021          The Anglo-Saxon Ship 

Joe Startin 
In the corner of England now called Suffolk, an Anglo-Saxon king’s burial ship and treasure lay hidden 
underground. Dormant for over thirteen centuries in the mysterious Sutton Hoo royal burial ground, 
all that remained of the ship was a shadow of its former awe-inspiring glory. Developing the Sutton 
Hoo story, the King’s ship will be resurrected to its full ninety-foot length in The Longshed, 
Woodbridge. From there it will slip once more into the King’s River to grace the waters and tides 
again, reconnecting our Anglo-Saxon maritime heritage with a modern-day sense of discovery. 
 

BOTH THE ABOVE ARE VIRTUAL TALKS VIA ZOOM 
 

AUGUST  NO MEETING 
 

8th September 2021  ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  
 
It is hoped to combine the AGM with a speaker this year as a celebration of being back together!  
This will be followed by refreshments and nibbles as well as the usual coffee and biscuits. 
 
 
 

Monthly Meetings are held at 7.30 pm on the second Wednesday of the month at Broadway House, 
Orwell Road, Felixstowe IP11 7DD 

 
 

Meetings are free for members, but if you wish to bring a guest they will be charged £3.00.  
Refreshments (tea, coffee and biscuits) are available at the end of the meeting. 
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Celebrating Suffolk Women           Sarah Doig 
 

I n the days of when women were in the shadow of men, a few notable names came to prominence. 
Sarah’s fascinating talk featured some of the extraordinary Suffolk women who reached a pinnacle 

in their field. 
 
Her first choice was portrait painter Mary Beale (nee Craddock) 1633-1699, born near Bury St. 
Edmunds. She was recognised as one of the best in the country, although paid at a much lower rate 
than her male counterparts. In recent years Germaine Greer has highlighted her work. Examples of 
Mary’s work can be seen in Moyses Hall, Bury St. Edmunds. 
 
Next ,Sarah showed us the amazing painted ceiling of the church at Huntingsfield which is a 
masterpiece in the mediaeval style painted by rector’s wife Mildred Collins over7 years (1859-1866) 
lying flat on her back.  Another outstanding woman of her time was Catherine Tollemache of 
Helmingham  Hall who wrote four books in the late1500’s as well as becoming a surgeon and physician. 
 
Next, Sarah featured the East Anglian TB sanatorium at Nayland founded by Dr. Jane Walker, a pioneer 
in open air treatment methods. 
 
Two sisters from Aldeburgh, Elizabeth Garrett Anderson and Millicent 
Fawcett were her next choice. Both were extraordinarily successful in their 
different walks of life. Elizabeth became the first female doctor in 1865 and 
founded a hospital for women in London. Later she became Mayor of 
Aldeburgh, the first female Mayor in England. Her sister Millicent was a 
feminist campaigner for suffrage and a founder of the political Fawcett 
Society.   Image Elizabeth Garrett Anderson © History Today 
 

Another notable woman was Princess Sophia Duleep Singh of Elveden Hall 
(1876-1948). A god daughter of Queen Victoria, she resided at Hampton 
Court and was active in the Suffragette movement. She was more recently 
featured on a stamp in the Votes for Women series. 
 
Elizabeth Acton, a romantic poet, wrote Modern Cookery, a recipe book aimed at small households in 
1845. Mrs. Beeton subsequently borrowed over 150 of her recipes for her own famous cookery book. 
 
The next person to feature was Lady Sue Ryder who served in SOE in WW2 and helped survivors of 
concentration camps. Together with her husband Sir Leonard Cheshire, she founded a home for the 
disabled in Cavendish, Suffolk. Today more than 80 Cheshire homes worldwide are supported by over 
500 Sue Ryder charity shops. 
 
Sarah concluded her talk with Norah Lofts (1904-1983), a Bury St. Edmunds author of over forty 
historical novels ; her most famous being a trilogy of  novels including the Town House. She was also 
active in preserving Bury heritage such as the Theatre Royal and the Corn Exchange. 
 
We were pleased to welcome Sarah Doig as our first successful Zoom meeting speaker. Her talk 
prompted several questions and comments, leading to a lively discussion amongst members. 
 
Ann Sanderson 
Membership No.1292 

SPEAKER’S MEETING—MARCH 
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BEATRICE’S STORY  

 

How our family history research began or “Beatrice’s Story”. 

 

I 
n the autumn of 1904 Arthur George Bishop emigrated to Canada to start a new life, he was 26 

years of age and sailed as a single man.  BUT he had left behind his wife Florence, and three small 

children.  Alice born 1901, Beatrice born 1902 and Charles born 1904.  Alice died young aged 17, 

Charles emigrated to Australia in 1923 and Beatrice lived to the fantastic age of 105 years.  Arthur 

George Bishop could have had had no idea that some 90 years later, two of his future children would 

meet up with Beatrice. 

 

To go to the beginning of our family history research, my mother and my brother William decided to 

research our father’s side of the family.  My father was born in and grew up in Newark-on-Trent, 

Nottinghamshire.  In 1972 without the aid of computers to help, and when the registers were still held 

in the Parish Churches, William set off to do some research.  He was amazed at the information he 

found there (my father’s family have been concentrated in that area for generations) and several 

generations are buried in Newark cemetery.  William hadn’t taken any paper with him and had to use 

his pocket diary!!  He came home with notes scribbled around the margins.  Anyway, this got us started 

and we began to build the family tree.   

 

A few years later (and I think in the 1980s) Henry and Ellen Bishop came from Canada (they were 

visiting Ellen’s sister in Birmingham).  Henry had always wondered about “his roots”.  Apparently, his 

father would not talk about his life in England.  Henry looked in the phone book and found my brother 

William’s name and contacted him.  William said, “Yes, of course, come and visit us, we know where 

you fit in in the Family Tree.  You are my father’s second cousin.”  Henry was the son of Arthur George 

Bishop who had emigrated in 1904.  We  remained in contact with Henry and learnt that there had 

been 5 children born in Canada.  Three had passed away and there was only Henry and sister Mary left 

alive.  We slowly continued with our family research. 

 

I cannot remember what year it was (but after Henry had visited), someone came to England from 

Australia searching for “their roots”.  They looked in the phone book and found my brother Charles’ 

name, and contacted him.  “Yes”, he said, “we know where you fit in”.  They were the descendants of 

Charles Bishop, born 1904.  Laura Bishop, (daughter of Charles) wrote to my mother and sent loads of 

photographs.   

 

We now jump forward (and I cannot remember the exact year) but about 1995/6 we were contacted by 

another lady who asked if she was related.  This was Beatrice Bishop and her friend and work colleague, 

Harriet, (they shared a house).  One day Harriet said, “I haven’t read yesterday’s newspaper yet.  Oh, 

look here Beatrice, someone with the same name as you.  Do you think you are related?”  They had 

seen an article about my brother William and must have contacted him through the newspaper.  

William said, “Of course we are related, and we know where you fit in.”  Beatrice Bishop was the 

daughter of Arthur George Bishop, and Beatrice was now about 93/94 years of age.  She always thought 

that she had no relations.  My mother had a dilemma, as to whether she should tell Beatrice about “her 

family” in Canada: we did tell Beatrice and she was delighted to know about them and also her 

brother’s descendants in Australia. 

 

Cont Page 8 
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Beatrice and Harriet managed to visit my mother twice in the Midlands; Henry and his sister Mary 

came over from Canada and visited Beatrice.  And the Australian relations sent videos to Beatrice.  

Beatrice told me that she would be forever grateful for being put in touch with her family.   

 

Beatrice lived to the fantastic age of 105 years.  Nick and I were privileged to go to her 100th birthday 

party, quite an occasion.  She also had a party for her 105th.  I just wish we had known her a lot earlier 

in life, we only managed to meet a handful of times.  Her friend Harriet made it to 99 years of age and 

we managed to visit her many times and got to know her quite well.  (She was 16 years younger than 

Beatrice.)  I am so pleased that we got to meet them, and it made our family history research 

worthwhile. 

 

Pamela Smith 

Member 1180 

 

 

 

 
 

We are delighted to announce that we will be continuing our Speaker Meetings in June and July via 
Zoom, 
 
Perhaps you are already using Zoom for other purposes, but if you are not familiar with Zoom, do 
please send an email to fxfhs@hotmail.com  and say so.  We can then get someone to contact you and 
provide all necessary help and guidance: it’s all quite straightforward and nothing to worried about. 
  
Our June Speaker will be Barbara McElroy on the topic of “A Suffolk Bevin Boy”.  This is the story of 
Barbara McElroy's father’s experiences of being conscripted to go down the mines in WW2. With 
thousands of others, he expected to go into the forces, but instead was conscripted by ballot to go 
down the mines, NO excuses allowed. Besides his personal story, the talk looks at the reasons for the 
scheme, the conditions down the mines, subsequent problems, and tells of its impact on those serving. 
 
Places are limited and only available by registration. Send your request to register 
to fxfhs@hotmail.com with the words [Zoom Registration] in the subject line of your e-mail.  Please 
give the names of the people attending for track and trace purposes. 
 
This method of registration will ensure that the registration procedure works smoothly and efficiently 
and will result in our being able to send out to you the information you will need in order to log in to 
the meeting. 
  
Please note that there will be no charge for joining in.  It’s part of your annual membership package 
along with Roots & Branches. 
 
 
Linda Negus 
Membership No: 0620 
 

  

 

 

ZOOM REGISTRATION 

mailto:fxfhs@hotmail.com
mailto:fxfhs@hotmail.com
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My maternal grandmother was Florence Amy Gerrett (1877-1967). She spent the last 50 years of 
her life in Sussex, initially in Worthing and then in Brighton.  The Gerrett family said they were of 
Huguenot descent.  I checked this with the Huguenot Society who told me that Gerrett is a Dutch 
surname.  This was highly significant information, but it took me nearly 20 years to discover why it 
was so significant.  To be successful in family history research you have to be very patient. 
 
Florence was born at 7 Old Cavendish Street, Marylebone.  Just a few weeks earlier her 
grandfather, Thomas Gerrett (1803-1877) had died leaving an estate worth just under £9,000.  In 
about 1830 he had started a business which “The Draper and Clothier” listed as one of the principal 
wholesale houses doing business with drapers and in textile fabrics.  This business was inherited by 
Charles Gerrett, Florence’s father, but on 18 November 1881 Charles died of pneumonia after 
slipping on ice following a dance.  There was nobody to inherit the business which was sold as a 
going concern after 50 years of trading.  Charles left an estate worth £3,894.  His widow Louisa and 
their four children moved to 33 Oakfield Road, Penge, where Florence was educated at home by a 
governess. 
 
Information of the origins of the Gerrett family has been difficult to find.  Florence’s great 
grandfather was Thomas Gerrett who was originally from Godstone, Surrey, although no baptism 
has been found.  He was a silk mercer and his business address was 4 Chapel Place South, South 
Audley Street, Grosvenor Square, Mayfair.  He died on 15 February 1839, aged 63.  His 
Administration refers to as Gerrett alias Gerritt alias Gerratt. 
 
In 2000 a book by David Hey was published called “Family Names and Family History”.  Hey was 
Professor of Local History at Sheffield University.  Between 1540 and1600 over 50,000 men, women 
and children crossed the English Channel to settle in England, mostly in London or in smaller towns 
and villages in Kent and East Anglia.  Some managed to slip into the country undetected.  Many of 
these immigrants were forced to leave their homes because of religious persecution.  The English 
government welcomed them for their craft and business skills.  England was a wealthy country, but 
was short of skilled labour. 
 
Glass makers used timber (unlike iron workers whose fuel came from renewable coppices), so that 
their activities were destructive of ancient woodlands.  The need to change furnace sites frequently 
was one reason for their mobility.  A second reason was lucrative offers made by landowners who 
wished to benefit from the profitable trade in glass.  David Hey spotted Gerratt as a glass maker 
with a foreign surname and a name that is immediately recognisable in a variety of spellings.  When 
visiting Worthing reference library I found “The Glass Industry of the Weald” (1967) by G.H.Kenyon 
which revealed that in 1567 Jean Carré offered to build “up to twelve furnaces in England and 
Ireland”.  Carré was a French Protestant who practised his religion in the Calvinist faith.  When the 
French wars of religion began in 1562, Carré fled from France to Antwerp, which as a wealthy place 
of trade had become an attractive refuge for many talented glass makers.  But in 1567 the Spanish 
King Philip II carried out mass arrests and executions throughout the Spanish Netherlands.  It was 
time for Carré to emigrate again.  On 8 September 1567 Queen Elizabeth granted Carré a 21 year 
patent for glassmaking, giving him an effective monopoly.  Carré was expected to train English 
craftsmen in the Venetian style of glassmaking, so that other groups could start producing their 
own glass vessels as soon as the patent had expired. 
 

I have long been a member of the Huguenot Society and so receive their journals.  The October 
2017 journal contained an article by Sebastian Grant entitled “Huguenot Glassmaking: The 
Beginnings of English Glass”.  This mentions a Jewish link.  Relations were good between the  

THE ORIGINS OF THE GERRETT FAMILY 
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Calvinists and the Sephardic Jews, with both groups utilising Hebrew texts.  Carré enlisted Huguenot 
glassmakers from the French-speaking glass production centres of Lorraine, Normandy and Flanders, as 
well as allowing Jews who portrayed themselves as Huguenots to work at the glasshouses in London 
and Weald of Sussex and Surrey.  I had already discovered from the Journal of the Jewish Genealogical 
Society of Great Britain that Gerrets was a Sephardic Jewish surname.  In 1567 it was illegal for Jews to 
enter England.  This restriction was not lifted until 1656, but if a Jew said he was a Huguenot is would 
be possible for him to come to England.  It is significant that Carré lived in Antwerp, for Antwerp was 
the home of many Jews who had been expelled from Portugal in 1497. 
 
For 50 years Wisborough Green in West Sussex was the centre of Wealden glass production.  Because 
of the quality and quantity of the glass made and the number of French families known to have worked 
there, Kenyon reckoned that there could have been more than 40 French people (and about 15 
separate families) in Wisborough Green at one time.  The parish register records the baptism on 17 
April 1597 of Katheren Gelat, daughter of a Frenchman. 
 
This is presumably the same family that is mentioned just over the Surrey border at Ewhurst.  In the  
February 1613 will of Laurence Fryer, Glass Founder of Ewhurst, his goods were to be equally divided 
between his wife Agnes and his daughter Mary.  Because Mary was still under 21 Fryer requested that 
his master George Gerrat should keep her portion until she was 21. 
 
Kenyon said that the surnames of some of these immigrants survived in the glass trade for another 250 
years, although by this time the families had moved to other parts of England. 
 
The final piece of this jigsaw concerns the DNA evidence.  A few years ago my niece Margaret Ford had 
her DNA tested and this showed Saphardic Jewish ancestry.  Her father Roger Johnson had his DNA 
tested and this showed no Jewish ancestry.  This means that Margaret must have inherited her Jewish 
ancestry through her mother Jane Johnson, who is my sister.  Margaret and I have concluded that our 
Gerrett ancestry is the source of our Sephardic Jewish ancestry. 
 
So it was quite a complicated process in order to ascertain the true origins of my Gerrett ancestors.  It 
was fortunate that David Hey had specifically mentioned the Gerrat family in his book.  It was also 
fortunate that I was a member of the Huguenot Society and (for a time) the Jewish Genealogical Society 
of Great Britain.  I studied History at ‘A’ level 1959-1961.  I recall that my History master commented 
that I was making good use of library research techniques when writing my History essays.  A Grammar 
School education can be very useful when you decide to embark on family history research. 
 
BIBLOGRAHY: 
 
The Glass Industry of the Weald by G H Kenyon (1967) 
Family Names and Family History by David Hey (2000) 
Huguenot Glassmakers: The Beginnings of English Glass by Sebastian 
       Grant (2017) 
Belonging: The Story of the Jews 1492-1900 by Simon Schama (2017) 
Shemot: Journal of the Jewish Genealogical Society of Great Britain (2011) 
 
Roger Sutton 
Membership No: 1126 
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L 
ast Summer I had a chat with a lady I know.  Originally from Glasgow, she now lives in Kent 
and is a retired headteacher.  Her sister lives in Lancashire and she told me about their recent 
joint visit to Glasgow to look up old haunts and relive their childhood. 

  
They found the grave of their grandmother and were surprised to see that her name had been put 
on the gravestone as Thomson, when they had always thought that her married name was spelt 
Thompson. 
  
They spoke to a cousin, whose father had erected the gravestone, her grandmother’s eldest son who 
was now deceased himself, who said that their name had always been Thomson without a ‘p’.  
  
They were confused about this and on returning home they decided that they had better look at 
their grandmother’s death certificate, which showed as Thompson. 
  
Her husband had been investigating their family history and had census records of the family always 
showing the name as being spelt as Thompson. 
  
They tried to find reasons for their grandmother’s eldest son changing his name to Thomson without 
a ‘p’.  It seems that after WW2, when he returned home from the war, Glasgow was even more sec-
tarian than it is now.   In Glasgow you either supported Celtic or you supported Rangers and Celtic 
supporters were not well favoured in the job market at that time. 
  
The Celtic supporters spelled the name with a letter [P] and the Rangers without. So it seems that 
there may be more to the family story than they had realised. 
  
Nicholas Smith 
Member 1179 

THOMPSON OR THOMSON 
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The Wake of The Mayflower          Cathy Shelbourne 
 

For our May meeting 22 members and guests received an interesting presentation via ZOOM from 
Cathy Shelbourne on the story of The Mayflower which in 1620 transported the religious separatists 
later to become known as the Pilgrim Fathers to America. 
  
Cathy told us that over the years “Mayflower” had been a popular name for ships and the exact origin 
of The Mayflower was unclear, there being a lack of remaining documentary evidence. However, 
there were a number of competing claims to be the ships building place, by Ipswich, Aldeburgh and 
Harwich. (During the questions session a further claim was put forward for Woodbridge as the place 
at which at least the shell of the ship had been built before being moved down river for finishing). 
There were, however, strong links with Harwich, Christopher Jones, the Master of the ship having 
lived in the town before moving to Rotherhithe. 
  
The Mayflower, having been built as a trade ship, had previously carried cargo including wine and was 
not built for passengers but had set off with her 102 passengers and 30 crew in September 1620. The 
voyage had been due to be undertaken in company with a second ship The Speedwell, however, 
following The Speedwell developing a number of leaks and having to abandon the journey and return 
to Plymouth, The Mayflower had continued the journey alone later in the year than planned. The 
voyage had taken nearly 3 months and had encountered particularly bad weather due to winter 
storms. On reaching America The Mayflower had dropped anchor near the tip of Cape Cod in 
November 1620. Most of the passengers remained on board over the winter, where conditions were 
harsh with many of the passengers and crew dying over the winter months from contagious disease, 
and it was not until the spring of 1621 that they moved ashore to set up the Plymouth Colony. 
 

The Mayflower and Christopher Jones returned to England in 1621 and whilst the final end of The 
Mayflower was not known it was thought that a few years after Christopher Jones’ death in 1622 the 
ship had been broken up and as was usual practice her timbers “recycled” into various buildings. 
 
Cathy highlighted that whilst The Mayflower had not been the first ship to make the crossing 
considerable “romance” had built up around the story and voyage of the Pilgrims with the celebration 
of the colony’s first harvest in 1621 later being declared the first Thanksgiving Day and the ship 
becoming a cultural icon. With an estimated 25 million people claimed to be descended from the 
passengers and crew, including Marilyn Munroe and Clint Eastwood. 
  
A number of celebrations had been planned in 2020 to mark the 400th anniversary of the Mayflower’s 
landing but due to the COVID-19 pandemic many of these had been put on hold. Amongst the planned 
events was a voyage by an autonomous Mayflower powered by solar panels which would self-
navigate from Plymouth across the Atlantic. Cathy recommended a visit to the Thames Trail in London 
or more locally to Harwich, perhaps taking the foot ferry from Felixstowe across to Harwich, to look 
round the town at the Mayflower connections. 
 

For the five years prior to the pandemic Cathy explained that she had worked as an enrichment 
speaker giving talks on cruise ships on a variety of subjects including ships and monumental maritime 
heroes and during the pandemic lock down had undertaken a project to develop a set of playing cards 
depicting Monumental Maritime Heroes, which were available to purchase on her website (https://
seashellcommunications.co.uk). The lock down period had also given the opportunity to look into her 
own family history where she had been delighted to discover a seafaring ancestor who had been a 
purser on one of Nelson’s ship. 

SPEAKER’S MEETING – MAY 

https://seashellcommunications.co.uk/
https://seashellcommunications.co.uk/
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During her talk Cathy made reference to a number of guides and websites giving information about 

the story of the pilgrims and The Mayflower and these are provided for information:- 

 

- Guide to Harwich, written for the Harwich tourism group. I have masses of copies of this free 
publication and would be happy to deliver to a central point in Felixstowe if your members would 
like copies 
 
- Historic Harwich website: www.historicharwich.co.uk 
 
- Mayflower of Harwich by Paul Simmonds £0.99 on Amazon [interesting if slightly fanciful] 
 
- Monumental Maritime Heroes playing cards £10 + postage, available from my 
website www.seashellcommunications.co.uk/shop 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

  Findmypast 
 Essex Baptisms and monumnetal inscriptions 

 Lincolnshire Monumental Inscriptions 

 Norfolk Parish Registers 

 Ireland, Dublin Guinness Brewery Employees 

Clare Poor Law Unions Board of Guardians Minute Books 

FamilySearch 

 France, Mayenne, Parish and Civil Registration, 1427-1897 

 France, Isere, Parish and Civil Registration, 1540-1900 

 Germany, Bavaria, Catholic Church Records, 1650-1875 

 Germany, Prussia, Pomerania, Catholic and Lutheran Church Records, 1544-1966 
 Kiribati, Vital Records, 1890-1991     
ScotlandsPeople 
Kirk Session records from the National Records of Scotland 

USA 
Alaska, WWII Statement of Service Records, 1948-1949  
Iowa, Iowa City, Voter Registers, 1897-1904    
RootsIreland 
Cork: Castlemagner Baptisms: Additions 1900-1920. Ballyclough Marriages: Additions 1923-

1941. Ballyhea Marriages: Additions 1923-1941. Doneraile Marriages: Additions 1923-1941. Fermoy 

Marriages: Additions 1923-1941. Kildorrery Marriages: Additions 1923-1941. Mallow Marriages: 

Additions 1923-1941.Meelin Marriages: Additions 1923-1941. Milford Marriages: Additions 1923-

1941. Newmarket Marriages: Additions 1923-1941. Cloyne Marriages: Additions 1930.  
Ireland Genealogy Projects Archives 

 Fermanagh: Lisnaskea Marriages (CoI) 1845-1921 

Tipperary: Fethard Parish Baptisms (R.C.) 1817 

TheGenealogist 

 England and Wales 1939 National Identity Register 
Canada, Defence Forces List August 1938 and November 1939 
 

WEBSITE UPDATES 

http://www.historicharwich.co.uk/
http://www.seashellcommunications.co.uk/shop
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Ancestry 

 Ireland: Court of Chancery Records, 1633-1851, Exchequer Court of Equity Bill Books, 1674-1850, 
Valuation Records, 1824-1856, Census Search Forms, 1841-1851, Poor Law and Board of Guardian 
Records, 1839-1920 Unions of North & South Dublin, Balrothery, Bawnboy, Dromore and 
Rathdown, Catholic Qualification and Convert Rolls, 1701-1845 and Church of Ireland Search Forms for 
Baptisms, Marriages & Burials, 1731-1870 

 Australia, New South Wales, Balmain, Cemetery Records, 1868-1912 

 France, Haut Rhin, France, Census, 1866 

 US, Delaware Baptisms, 1697-1886 

 US, Illinois: Stephenson County,  Lena Park Cemetery Transcriptions, 1854-1983;  Cook County, 
Obituaries, 1970-1990; Mildred Hooper Obituary Collection, 1959-1981; Civil Marriages, 1833-
1889;  Cook County, Maywood Herald Obituary Card Index, 1885-2002; Adams County, Card Index to 
Deaths, 1877-1990; DeKalb County, Land Records, 1838-1927 

 US, Massachusetts, Delayed and Corrected Vital Records, 1753-1900 

 US, New Jersey, Calvary United Methodist Church Records, 1821-2003 

 US, Oregon, State Divorces, 1925-1968 
 US, Wyoming, Star Valley Independent Obituaries, 1901-2015 
FIBIS 
Asiatic Annual Register 1801 and 1802 

 
MyHeritage 
Jewish historical records from Lithuania, dating from 1795 to 1940. These records are being released in 
coordination with LitvakSIG. 
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I don't have a long story but in going through pension cards from WWI, I came across one which stated 
that the chap had served on "Mystery Ship Q 17".  I had heard of Q ships which were heavily armed 
merchant ships disguised as normal merchant ships in the hopes of luring U boats out for a surface 
attack. 
 
For this particular ship, I came across the following in Wikipedia: 
 
"New Zealanders Lieutenant Andrew Dougall Blair and Sub-Lieutenant William Edward 
Sanders VC, DSO faced three U-boats simultaneously in the Helgoland (Q.17) while becalmed and 
without engines or wireless.[4] Forced to return fire early, they managed to sink one U-boat and avoid 
two torpedo attacks." 
 

Steve Deacon 

‘Q’ SHIPS 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Edward_Sanders
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Edward_Sanders
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Victoria_Cross
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Distinguished_Service_Order
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Q-ship#cite_note-4
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A History of the Suffolk Landscape         Mark Mitchells 
 

A  total of 42 people Zoomed in to hear Mark give us an illustrated talk which examined the 
changes which have occurred in Suffolk across the centuries and showed the ways in which they 

have left their mark on the county today. 
 
It began with the Anglo Saxons making their way down through Eye and Bury St Edmunds creating 
farmland as they went, West Stow is a fine example of a village. They then moved on to Ipswich where 
they made pottery and salt, then onto Iken near Aldeburgh.  Within 20 years Christianity had arrived 
and St Botolph’s church was built, by the 9th century villages were established. 
 
When the Danes and Vikings arrived they took over the land and created new settlements.  Only Iken, 
Lowestoft and Ashby Risby survived, most large forests were cleared for land therefore the landscape 
completely changed. 
 
In 1066 came the Norman Conquest.  The Doomsday Book of 1086 tells what was happening. Farms 
changed hands and were given to the Normans.  Castles were built for defence, Bramfield was the first 
one.  Information in the Doomsday Book shows that Suffolk had 418 churches, it shows the wealth 
that the people of Suffolk had. One of its greatest treasurers was the 48 miles of coastline.   They had 
not been able to develop due to its rivers as they pushed the roads inland. 
 
Buildings in Suffolk were mostly built in flint, plus imported stone. In the 13th century there was a 
population of 140,000, most of who farmed less than 1acre eg small holdings.  There were a lot of 
market towns, over 100 at one time, about 10 miles apart; this made an easier trip for a day. 
 

Edward III’s great wars meant that he imposed a tax on wool to pay for the wars.  People came over 
from Belgium due to the wars who were great wool weavers.  In 1349 during the Black Death a third 
of the population died, consequently there was a shortage of labour, this transformed the life of the 
countryside and increased the number of sheep.  Sheep meant work for the labourers such as 
shearers, dyers and wool weavers.  In 1470 Suffolk produced more wool than any other English 
county.  The wool trade created rich people, who then gave the King money, in return they became 
Dukes, eg John de la Pole, 2nd Duke of Suffolk.  Evidence of this richness can be found in the building of 
grand houses, such as our famous timber houses, particularly in wool trade areas such as Lavenham.  
A Wool Guild grew and people fixed prices and decided how it would all work.  Churches were rebuilt 
or extended paid for by rich traders, particularly in the 16th century. 
 
During the dissolution of monasteries during the reign of Henry VIII a lot of churches and rich houses 
were lost. In the 16th century began the decline of the wool trade, the sheep were not owned by local 
famers, most were owned by Londoners who bought and sold.  Many locals lost their jobs and their 
homes.  In the 17th century it was linen, particularly in North Suffolk where flax for sails was made and 
Ipswich developed as a port. Local people left the churches which became chapels eg Walpole when 
the priest was chosen by the people.  Non-conformist became very popular 
 
At the end of the 17th century Suffolk was in trouble.  Smuggling came into being, the population 
increased particularly in the northern industrial towns where labourers were needed.  Farming in 
Suffolk changed, crop rotation came in, cattle were added and then sold to the north.  Toll turnpike 
roads came into being, but were wiped out by 1870 by railways.   
 

SPEAKER’S MEETING - APRIL 
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Lavenham, Hadleigh and Clare became villages, population went north for work.  Ipswich and Bury St 
Edmunds were transformed by the rich into gentrified towns, but poorhouses came into being eg 
Assington in 1783.  94% of villages had their own workhouses. 
 
As farmers became rich they moved their houses from town into the middle of their land, creating 
estates.  There were animal breeding experiments which produced such famous Suffolk names as the 
Black faced sheep and the Suffolk Punch.  Farming became very successful during the Napoleonic 
period.  Machinery was developed by such companies as Richard Garrett of Leiston as more food was 
needed from the land.  The famous Suffolk company of Ransomes developed the self-sharpening plough 
which increased employment in engineering.  In 1834 the Poor Law Act ensured that the poor were 
housed in workhouses, clothed and fed. Children who ended up in the workhouse received some 
schooling. In return for this care, all workhouse paupers would have to work for several hours each day. 
 
Ipswich farming success meant that increased dock space was needed; a wet dock and Custom House 
were built.  With development of refrigerated shipping this caused more unemployment in Suffolk.  
Railways arrived which meant that people could travel outside of Suffolk eg a day at the seaside.  In 
1863 there were 8 trawlers, by 1880 there were 300 trawlers.  Farming still continued into the 1900s by 
introducing new crops such as sugar beet; they also developed a new style of farming with small fields 
containing different crops.  Villages haven’t moved, but lots of small fields became larger farms.  
Specialist skills were lost such as blacksmiths and millers.  In 1942 a new airfield was built every 3 days 
and in 1945 life became more mechanised, food production increased. 
 

So what is Suffolk like today?  Changes are still happening, with supermarkets opening up especially 
outside of towns, villages are losing their local shops, old rectories, barns and pubs become homes. On 
of the main problems in Suffolk today is property, how can we keep people here?  The main 
employment now is tourism which employs 10% of the workforce. New people moving into Suffolk 
want Wifi, good transport links for work, there have been many changes over the centuries but Suffolk 
is still a rich and varied county. 
 

Linda Negus 
Membership No: 0620 
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FELIXSTOWE FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY 
 

Website: www.felixstowefhs.onesuffolk.net 
Email: - fxfhs@hotmail.com  

Registered Charity No: 296115 
 
 

PRESIDENT:  The Rt Hon. the Lord Deben  
VICE-PRESIDENT:  Mrs Gillian Smith 

 
 

Meetings are held at Broadway House, Orwell Road, Felixstowe IP11 7DD  on the second 
Wednesday of the month.  (7.30 pm start) 

 
COMMITTEE  

 
CHAIRMAN:    Steve Deacon 
    36 Chatsworth Crescent 
    Trimley St Mary 
    Felixstowe  IP11 0TE 
    Email: deacon439@gmail.com 
 
VICE-CHAIRMAN:   Vacancy 
 
SECRETARY:    Linda Negus 
    62 Falkenham Road  
    Kirton 
    Ipswich,  IP10 0QW 
    Email: fxfhs@hotmail.com    
 
TREASURER:  Nicholas Smith 
    37 Hazel Drive  
    IPSWICH  IP3 8RF 
    sutton.coldfield@mail.ru 
 
MEMBERSHIP  Ann Sanderson 
SECRETARY:  14 Chatsworth Avenue 
    Trimley St Mary 
    Felixstowe, IP11 0TE 
    Email: sandersonmjf@aol.com 
 
COMMITTEE   Lorna Fraser 
MEMBERS:  The Spinny 
    Nacton 
    IPSWICH 
    IP10 0EG     
    Tel: 01473 659387 
 
    Jennie Smith 
    28 Spriteshall Lane 
    Trimley St Mary 
    Felixstowe  IP11 9QY 
    Email: jr.smith@talktalk.net 
 
EDITOR &   Linda Negus 
MEMBERS  62 Falkenham Road, Kirton 
INTERESTS:  IPSWICH  IP10 0QW 
    Email: fxfhs@hotmail.com 
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NON–COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

  
 
 
 
MAGAZINE     Gillian Smith 
DISTRIBUTION:  16 Estuary Drive 
     Felixstowe IP11 9TL 
     Tel: 01394 277617 
 
PROJECTS   Alan Smith 
CO-ORDINATOR:  6 Estuary Drive 
     Felixstowe, IP11 9TL   
     Tel: 01394 270688 
 
LIBRARIAN:   Stuart Humphrey 
     68 Orwell Road 
     Felixstowe, IP11 7PY 
     Email: hunterancestry@yahoo.co.uk 
 
BOOKSTALL &  John Woollan 
MAIL ORDER    ‘The Pines’, Manor Road 
SERVICE    Trimley St Mary 
     Felixstowe, IP11 0TU 
     Tel: 01394 210271 
 
PROGRAMME   Vacancy 
SECRETARY:                
 
 
 

PLEASE NOTE:  All enquiries to be accompanied by a stamped addressed envelope  
 

All Officers of this Society are unpaid volunteers who give up their spare time to 
answer queries and run the Society and, out of respect for this, it would be appreciated 

if telephone enquiries were not made after 9.30 pm. 
 
 
 
 

CURRENT SUBSCRIPTION RATES: 
 

£10.00 Single Membership 
£14.00 Joint Membership  

 
 The subscription year begins on 1st September  

 
Membership enquiries to be sent to the Membership Secretary 

 
Please send contributions for the magazine and any comments regarding the magazine to Linda Negus 
who reserves the right to edit any item. 
 
Websites that are mentioned or featured in this magazine are not formally endorsed by Felixstowe 
Family History Society and as such the Society cannot be held responsible for the content (or lack of) 
therein. Members view these sites strictly at their own discretion. 
 
 

© St Mary’s Church, Walton            www.waltonandtrimley.org.uk 


